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ne year ago, Fresno State students voted on a fee referendum that would
significantly hike Instructionally Related Activity (IRA) fees. Students
answered with 65 percent rejecting the proposal.
But their wishes were denied when the Campus Fee Advisory Committee came
together and recommended an amended increase anyway. University President
John D. Welty approved a $52 IRA fee increase, making the total fee $62 for
2008-09.
Welty told The Collegian in May 2008 that the increase was necessary because
several programs would be in serious jeopardy if they didn’t get additional revenue. He named music and theatre arts, specifically, as two of the programs
in need. Also, the new women’s lacrosse team and swimming and diving team
needed student fee support, so the university could comply with federal gender
equity rules.
Dean of Student Affairs Paul Oliaro, Ph.D. was also interviewed in the May
2008 article and said that the fee hike was necessary. “We tried to do what was
in the best interest of the whole university,” Oliaro said.
One year later, The Collegian has now gathered and analyzed the last three
years of IRA allocations. The Collegian elected to only examine allocations on
the academic and extracurricular side, which takes about half of a student’s
IRA fee.
In tough economic times like the present, students should know where their
money is going and why. Who is handling these funds? Who is reaping the benefits and who is not?
President Welty and the sitting ASI president hand-pick the IRA Advisory
Board that make the tough allocation decisions. This board is made up of three
Fresno State students and three faculty/administrators.
In the second part of this special report, The Collegian scrutinizes the last
three years of IRA allocations, conducts interviews and breaks down the disbursement of $1.2 million in IRA money.
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Which clubs or organizations
are the top recipients
of IRA money?
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Advisory Board?
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Word of the Day

swine flucation
Time spent not at school or work due to the
closures caused by the Swine Flu scare.
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From UrbanDictionary.com

When things go horribly wrong

just laugh it off

“Laughing Stock” serves as anecdote
By Valerie Nevens
The Collegian
Count Dracula emerges on
stage ready to drain the veins
of another victim, but just
as he aims for the jugular,
the unthinkable occurs—his
plastic fangs fall out and go
down the front of the victim’s
blouse.
“ T h a t ’ s l i v e t h e a t e r, ”
Kathleen McKinley, director of University Theatre’s
“Laughing Stock,” said, quoting the popular theater motto.
“You never know what to
expect during a live show; you
can’t go back and try again like
they can in movies and TV.”
“Laughing
Stock,”
University Theatre’s last production of the season, is a
farce that highlights the multitude of blunders that can
occur during a live show.
The Playhouse, a small fictional theater company, is in
for a hilarious ride when it
schedules three major productions—“Dracula,” “Hamlet”
and “Charley’s Aunt,”—in a
short summer repertory season.
With a limited amount of
rehearsal time, resources, and
in some cases, talent, the directors, actors and crew strive to
deliver all three productions
as flawlessly as possible, but
the results are far from perfection.
“The craziest production
they put on is ‘Dracula,’”
McKinley said. “There are so
many special effects that don’t
work; It’s just one malfunction
after the other.”
Jordan Roberts, a senior
theater major who plays the
role of the company’s artistic
director, said the mishaps in
the show mirror some of the

experiences he’s had in other
productions.
“I’ve been in shows where
tech stuff has gone horribly
wrong and I’ve had to go on
stage and fix things,” Roberts
said.
“I was in one production of
‘Taming of the Shrew’ and
there were these doors on a
platform that were supposed
to slide open or closed, and
they wouldn’t close. The crew
couldn’t move so I went on
stage and tried to strong hold
them shut,” Roberts said.
McKinley said that although
the play is meant to exaggerate the numerous things that
could go wrong in a production, that it really resembles
the reality of what happens
when a small company with a
low budget and inexperienced
actors puts on a large production.
“I’ve seen it all, walls fall
down, people not come in at
their entrance, actors faint,”
McKinley said. “The worst
mishap occurred during one
production I directed. It was
a sentimental scene where the
actor was holding a teddy bear
and the bear caught on fire
and she actually had to stomp
on the it to put it out.”
With six productions this
s e m e s t e r a l o n e an d w it h
rehearsals for each being a
g rueling three hours, five
nights a week, it’s not surprising that university theater students have had similar experiences as well.
“ I t w a s t h e f i n a l d re s s
rehearsal of show, when one
of the leads got flustered
and thought she had a quick
change when she didn’t,”
Ferin Petrelli, a senior theater
major said. “I played the maid
and was the only person on

“Laughing Stock”
“Laughing Stock” runs May
8-10 and May 12-16. All performances begin at 8 p.m. except
for Sunday, May 10th’s showing,
which begins at 2 p.m. All performances are in the John Wright
Theatre located in the Speech
Arts building. Tickets are $10
for Fresno State students, $15
for other students, faculty and
seniors, and $17 for the general
public. Children under five will
not be admitted.

stage and I had to improvise.
“Time goes by so slowly in
moments like that.”
As humiliating as something
like that can be, Roberts said
sometimes malfunctions rev
up the energy in a show.
“We welcome weird mishaps,
because it adds more fun to
the play,” Roberts said. “One
time someone dropped out of
a play at the last minute and
we had to move people around
and someone just memorized
the lines that day and it was
just exciting to see what would
happen.”
Wa n t e d m i s h ap o r n o t ,
McKinley said “Laughing
Stock” gives the cast, crew and
hopefully some audience members, a chance to look back and
laugh at themselves.
“It’s a chance to look back
lovingly at out foibles and
admit how serious, intense,
frazzled and completely caught
up we can get in the production process as if it’s a matter
of life and death,” McKinley
said.

Photos courtesy of University Theatre
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Introducing
the

metal mascot
By Mallory Plant
The Collegian
Fresno State may soon be home
of the World’s Largest Recyclable
College Mascot. Eight students
from Dr. William Rice’s Marketing
188 class have taken on the task
of building a bulldog out of metal
and promoting it.
A c c o rd i n g t o s e n i o r Ke r r i
Thomas, there are two rules with
the assignment: break a record
and bring attention to Fresno. The
idea of a recyclable mascot came
from a lot of brainstorming.
Thomas and her classmates used
the two rules and came up with a
green idea. “We understand that
people want to recycle now and we
felt that this was the best idea,”
Thomas said.
Once the idea was in place the
students needed to build the mascot. The students used recyclable metal and welded the pieces
together. “No one knew how to
weld when we first started this
project,” Michael Cruz, another
Marketing 188 student, said.
Cruz, Thomas and the other
members lear ned how to weld
from local artist Chris M.
Sorensen. Sorensen, 83, also gave
the students the material needed
to build the project and lent them
his studio space.
The 500-pound mascot comprised
of square tubing, chicken wire
and used concrete blades stands
about 12 feet tall, 16 feet long and
8 feet wide. The metal frame will
be painted the same colors as the
Fresno State bulldog. The project
has taken the students a month to
do.

“This is like a full time job,”
Cruz said.
Not only have they given their
time to the project, but also their
own money. “All eight of us have
put around $500 into this project,”
Cruz said. They have also received
donations from local business in
the process including Sorensen.
The main purpose behind the
mascot is to fill it with crushed
cans and donate the proceeds to
the Fresno State Scholarship Fund
and to Multiple Sclerosis.
Thomas talked the other members into donating to MS because
of a family member who has the
disease. “I definitely wanted to put
money in MS, which is a non-profit organization,” Thomas said.
Thomas, Cruz and others have
already started collecting cans to
fill the bulldog with. The group
went to three local schools and
had can-donating contests. The
winning class was given a pizza
party. The team also has donation
barrels at the Alumni House for
the public to bring cans.
Thomas, Cruz and their group
hope to have the same help with
donations at this Saturday’s double header at Beiden Field featuring Fresno State and Hawaii.
The mascot will be unveiled at a
tailgate party in the Red Lot parking lot before the games.
After Saturday’s games the mascot will be placed in front of the
business building on campus for
the remainder of the semester.
Cruz is hoping that after this
semester an organization will be
willing to take over responsibility
for the mascot because all group
members are graduating. The

Photos courtesy of Michael Cruz

Using recyclable materials and cans, eight Marketing 188 students strive to build a record-breaking mascot.

mascot will need to be repainted in a year. The group will
also need someone to collect
the cans from the mascot. For
now the main concern is the
tailgate and having a world
record.
The group sent in an application with hopes that the
metal bulldog will be dubbed
the World’s Largest Recyclable
College Mascot and is awaiting reply from the Guinness
World Records.
“We are trying to set a record,
not break one,” Cruz said.

C

GALLERY: View a progressive look
of the Metal Mascot’s construction.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In
Fresno. 100% Free To Join! Click
On Surveys.

FOR RENT/SALE
FREE RENT, FREE LOCK
Call Alluvial Mini-Storage at 4314840 and ask about our summer
break specials!
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That’s What the People Are Saying
On GOP’s loss of credibility by not keeping promises

“R

epublicans, after all, proclaimed that President
Clinton’s tax hikes would destroy the economy,
that GOP rule would mean smaller government, [and]
that Bush’s tax cuts would usher in a new era of
				
prosperity.”
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—Michael Grunwald, time.com

Over-tweeted interaction
Kaley Delarosa

I

don’t want to follow my friends
on Twitter or write on their
Facebook walls. I want to talk to
them, see them and spend time with
them. After all, I became friends with
them in the first place because I enjoy
their companionship.
It seems that each day brings new
technologies into our already technology-dependent world. Many of these
advances, such as ones in the medical
field or the business world, enhance
our society. Others make our everyday
lives more convenient. How did we
ever get by without cell phones and
e-mail?
But where do we draw the line?
When has it gone too far? With a struggling economy, free babysitting may be
nice, but at what price are we willing
to let a television or computer raise
our children? Parents, not MTV or
friends on MySpace, should instill children’s morals and values.
Gone are the days of playing a
neighborhood game of dodge ball
or riding a bike to school. Instead,
children sit at their computer and

instant message each other. Teens
stir up drama and post racy photos on
MySpace. What happened to supporting the high school football team or
socializing over ice cream?
College students stride obliviously through campus, music blasting
through their ear buds, in a world all
their own. Heaven forbid they bump
into someone they know, forcing them
to have an actual conversation that
doesn’t involve a keyboard.
Young people, who spend countless
hours text messaging on their cell
phones and computers, instant messaging, tweeting and making “friends”
on social networking sites, will soon
lose the ability to establish real relationships or even hold a decent conversation.
There was a time when standing in
line at the grocery store meant striking up a casual conversation with a
friendly stranger. Now those five minutes are spent thumbing through our
beloved handheld devices, following
peoples’ every move on Twitter.
No matter where we are or what
time of the day it is, we are constantly
connected to our work and social lives.
The office travels in your purse and
your friends and family are only keystrokes away, on call for interruptions
and distractions day or night.
These technologies are not negative.
Our society’s dependency on them is.
These advances have transformed our
social and work lives. Social network-

ing sites have enabled us to contact
people long gone from our lives and
stay in touch with everyone we come
in contact with. They allow businesses
to grow. They open opportunities for
friendships, relationships and professional networking. People have even
received their big break after hours
posting to YouTube.
But careful not to fool yourself into
thinking you actually have 300 friends
or that they care when you are taking
a shower or what you ate for lunch.
True friendships and relationships are
built over time by spending time with
a person. If you must rely on a Web
site such as MySpace or Facebook to
keep in touch, maybe the importance
of these relationships should be reevaluated.
We need to take a walk outside without our thumbs glued to a cell phone.
Better yet, we need to call a friend
or our mom, not text them and make
plans for dinner. Then we need to leave
our phones at home.
Our society is on a slippery slope
toward becoming disconnected from
the real world and solely connected to
a virtual one. It’s time to slow down
and take a step back from our computer screens and cell phones and enjoy
the world around us, rather than the
one at our finger tips.

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Campus is not place
for advertising

‘Disgusting’ parking
lots need change

Tough luck in
nursing department

It seems like every time I pass by the
Student Union I am bombarded with
people trying to hand me flyers. Now
I can understand the practicality of
flyers relating to events on campus and
important dates I should know as a
student but I don’t like flyers advertising businesses and non-school related
events. Soliciting in front of most businesses is prohibited, so why should it
be allowed at school?
School is supposed to be an environment dedicated to education not
just another place for advertisements.
Not only is it wasteful because most
students end up throwing these flyers
away right after they are handed to
them but it is a nuisance. I often find
myself walking out of my way to avoid
walking by the student union so I don’t
have to take these flyers. I am just trying to get to class and would like it if I
weren’t constantly being stopped and
handed flyers.

Have you ever paid attention to the
parking lots on campus? I have and
they are disgusting; they are filled
with empty bottles, old paper bags
and any other kind of trash you can
imagine. The worst thing is that the
littering was mostly around the cars.
Students just open their cars and let
every piece of garbage they have just
fall on the ground, not bothering to
pick it up.
The campus is for everyone, so it is
sad that so many students don’t care
about how it looks. I have not been
bothered by littering on the rest of
campus, it seems like people see the
parking lots as a “free space” to empty
their pockets on the ground.
So this is to everyone that is too
lazy: carry their trash to the trash
cans. Please, stop and think about others who are also walking there. No one
enjoys being surrounded by dirt, and I
doubt people do this on their own property. So, why is it OK to do it here?

There are a lot of people who are
majoring in nursing now a days,
including myself. Ever since the cry
for help was heard from hospitals and
nursing homes everywhere, many
came running to fill in these desperately needed positions.
Well it turns out that it is harder
than ever to get accepted into the nursing program here at Fresno State and
everywhere else too. You must pass all
your classes with B’s just to be considered on the waiting list. I just don’t see
the point; America is asking for nurses
but only so many get accepted. Since
everyone heard about the shortage
there has been an overflowing amount
of nursing students, making the competition very high.
So, is there a reason for continuing
this major when I know with my average grades I won’t get accepted and
maybe waste a few years waiting or
should I change my major completely?

THE

Heidi Gjoen
Freshman
Business
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Culled each week from discussions
on The Collegian Online.

Web-Spe@k Question:

What do you think of President
Obama’s first 100 days?

“H

orrible. From mercy to criminal terrorists to down playing
American values and appearing overly
apologetic in the international arena.
Through and through, this man is a weak
leader. A Jimmy Carter Jr. if you will.”

Response:

‘College Board shows support for
Dream Act’

“L

egalization is the only way to
improve things, but it should be
done giving the American public an
assurance that our southern border will
start to be enforced and start to track
illegal movement in both directions.”

Response:

‘Most exciting two minutes’

“T

he Derby is a very popular event by
any measure and has a long and
storied history. That should be investigated and understood before using words
like “bigoted,” “racist” and “politically
incorrect.” Back it up with more than
what Hunter Thompson said 40 years
ago or what was in the original song 100
years ago. That’s what got all us loser
horse-lovers a little upset. It’s cheap,
don’t you think?”

Response:

‘Instructionally Related Activities fee
overview’

Letters to the Editor

Jolene Millar
Freshman
Interior Design

Web-Spe@k

Zvart Keshishyan
Freshman
Nursing

Letters to the Editor (collegian@csufresno.edu)
All letters submitted to The Collegian must not exceed
250 words in length, must be type-written, and must be
accompanied by a full name and phone number to verify
content. The Collegian reserves the right to edit all material for
length, content, spelling and grammar, as well as the right to
refuse publication of any material submitted. All material
submitted to The Collegian becomes property of The Collegian.
Each member of the campus community is permitted one copy of
The Collegian. Subscriptions are available for $25, on a semester
basis. Staff positions at The Collegian are open to students of all
majors. Contact the Editor in Chief for details.
All content Copyright © 2009 The Collegian.

Editor in Chief
News Editor
Copy Editor
Features Editor
Features Reporter
Sports Editor
Sports Reporter
Opinion Editor
Photo Editor
Multimedia Editor
Webmaster
Assistant Multimedia Editor
Online Reporter
Newscast Reporter
Multimedia Reporter
Broadcast Personality

Brandon Santiago
Mathew Gomes
Melissa Knopp
Valerie Nevens
Sarah A. Peterson
Logan Hopkins
Lorenzo Reyna
Daniela Lopez
Bryan Cole
Heather Billings
Christa Williams
Joel M. Ede
Darrell Copeland III
Whitney Vasquez
Carl Merriam
Toni Martinez

“S

top using the false notion that
Fresno State is cheap by comparison. Get real. Why hasn’t anyone
like you or [President] Welty compared
the salaries we make, or the income
and wages of students to those of others around the nation. We may be the
cheapest in comparison, but we are also
the poorest in the nation.”

Response:

‘The price of a spot’

“W

e are not helping the environment one single bit with a ‘looks
good, feels good’ project such as this.
Why doesn’t CSU Fresno put its efforts
towards creating van-pools for employees, as campuses such as the University
of California at Santa Barbara have?
And why not do the same for students,
or work with the FAX system to obtain
grants for compressed natural gas
express buses for students and employees?”

“W

e are surely in need of more
parking for a long time. However,
the $136 price is too much. I wouldn’t
mind paying a hundred [dollars].”
The Collegian reserves the right to edit material for length, content, spelling and grammar,
as well as the right to refuse publication of any
material submitted. All material submitted to The
Collegian becomes property of The Collegian. We
would like to encourage readers to continue to
submit their ideas and opinions. We look forward
to a lively and open discussion with our readers.

Local Advertising Manager
Advertising Coordinator
National Advertising Manager
Special Projects
Special Projects
Special Projects
Art Director
Assistant Art Director
Distribution Manager
Accountancy Assistant
Business Manager/Online Adviser
Faculty Adviser
Advertising Instructor

Christina Johnson
Stacia Sturman
Thomas Rouse
Enrique Loera
Landon Reda
Tiana Durso
Michael Uribes
Brandon Ocegueda
Savannah West
Pasindu Samarasekera
Virginia Sellars-Erxleben
Jefferson Beavers
Jan Edwards
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Oliaro
overturns
7 election
disqualifications
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Where the money goes

By Megan Poindexter
and Melissa Knopp
The Collegian
Two weeks after the
10-member group known as
P.E.D.R.O. was disqualified
from the Associated Student
Inc. (ASI) elections, seven
candidates saw the ruling
overturned on Wednesday.
Dr. Paul Oliaro, vice president of student affairs, stated in a memorandum that he
looked at the individual allegations made against candidates.
In total there were six
b ro u g h t t o t h e t abl e i n
regards to P.E.D.R.O. violations.
Alle g ation one was in
regards to Tom Boroujeni,
a candidate for president,
placing a poster within 100
feet of a polling station. The
group of P.E.D.R.O. chose not
to protest this first one.
Illustration by Heather Billings / The Collegian

“I

n reality they didn’t
lose their position.
The results don’t become official until two
weeks after elections.”
— Dr. Paul Oliaro,
Vice President of Student
Affairs
The second allegation was
filed by the group Students
Who Deserve More, which
claimed that Jonathan
Thompson, running for a senate position, was campaigning within 100 feet of a polling station, located in front
of the Kennel Bookstore.
However, the P.E.D.R.O.
group measured the distance
to which Thompson stood
from the polling station and
found to be 133 feet.
After protesting, the ruling
was overturned by Oliaro.
The only other appeal that
was sustained was allegation
six, which was an Election
Code violation, Election
Code 3.9, that prohibited “a
rally referencing a candidate
on an election day.”
Oliaro, in the same memorandum, said that upon
reviewing his decision, he
did not find “any definition what ‘rally’ was” and
concluded that “the action
See ELECTIONS, Page 8

IRA disbursement governed by rules
By Dominique Vargas
The Collegian
Every Fresno State student pays an
Instructionally Related Activities (IRA)
fee as part of his or her registration
costs.
The 2008-09 fee money went into a $1.2
million pot, for distribution to campus
entities by the IRA Advisory Board.
In order to tap the funds, students and
faculty from campus departments must
fill out an IRA application.
Once completed, the application must
then be given to both the department
chair and the dean of the college from
which the program is sponsored, for
review and recommendation.
Michael Jenkins, Ph.D., the dean of
the Lyles College of Engineering, makes
sure all the applications he receives are
error-free and are requesting funds for
what is needed, not what is wanted.
“I have to be the first line of defense
for things that are wrong,” Jenkins said.
In the latest round of applications, the
College of Engineering submitted 25
applications to the IRA committee — all
prepared by students.
The IRA board reviews all submitted
applications, which includes an overall
statement of intent from the applicant.
Each one of the six board members
receives approximately 30 applications
for review each meeting.
Afterward, they present their analysis
to fellow board members and discuss the
application.

“W

e have to stress this is student money. It cannot go to faculty.”
— James Walton,
Chair, English Department

Dr. James E. Walton, Ph.D., chair of
the English department and a member
of the IRA board, said that each application is carefully scrutinized.
The board makes sure that money disbursed will be used for the sole benefit
of the students, he said.
Focusing on students, Walton said, is
of upmost importance.
“We have to stress this is student
money,” Walton said. “It cannot go to faculty.”
It is sometimes difficult to determine
whether a particular item will be beneficial to the student body at large.
Jose Diaz, Ph.D., the associate dean
for the College of Arts and Humanities,
said that members of the IRA board
sometimes talk with the college deans
if they cannot make a determination
if an item would be used over and over
again, therefore making it a benefit to
the department and not the students.

Many layers of review
Steps are also taken by the IRA board
to make sure the money will be spent
wisely. Notes are sometimes made to
remind recipients that although money
has been granted, it is not to be used
for some items that might have been
requested in the original application,
such as food and salaries.
The university’s accounting office ultimately reviews all the paperwork at the
end and notes if there are any discrepancies between what money is spent on
and what the money was allocated for.
Jenkins, the engineering dean, also
puts forth an effort to make sure money
is responsibly used.
“It’s [the faculty’s] job to be responsible for student money,” Jenkins said.
“We need to make sure it’s not getting
See RULES, Page 8

IRA Committee: Faculty and Staff Profiles
The
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a closer look at the faculty and staff
on the IRA committee
By Heather Billings
The Collegian
At 8 a.m. on a recent Monday, the large conference room
that Associated Students, Inc. meets in was almost empty.
Five people sat around a folding table, conversing in quiet
tones, as if the largeness of the room was too much for their
voices to fill.
The sixth rolled into the room a few minutes later, looking like the early Monday morning didn’t mesh well with his
weekend.
“Let’s do this thing,” he said.
The others pulled out binders approximately six inches

thick and began flipping through them page by page. Each page
brought scrutiny, debate and sometimes disagreement.
These six people, three students and three faculty, comprise the Instructionally Related Activities (IRA) Advisory
Board.
They examine more than 140 applications from clubs, organizations and departments requesting IRA funds. This year,
the committee will disperse $2 million for 2009-10, collected
from a $62 fee that each student pays.
The Collegian interviewed each committee member to
bring you a closer look at who’s spending a chunk of your student fees. For part two of this series, we will look at the faculty
and staff members of the committee.
Photo Illustration by Juan Villa / The Collegian

James
Walton

By Ben Keller
The Collegian
James E. Walton, Ph.D., knows
ambition when he sees it. Currently
one-sixth of the board that divvies
up Instructionally Related Activities
(IRA) funds at Fresno State, Walton’s
experience as a record-setting college
athlete gives him an appreciation
for students trying to improve their
educations.
Chair of the English department
and professor of American literature
at Fresno State for nearly 20 years,
Walton has served on a number of
committees dealing with research,
academic policy, faculty and strategic
planning.
But the IRA Advisory Board is
a unique addition to Walton’s 40plus years as an educator. At Mount
Union College in Ohio, where he
taught before coming to Fresno State,
no government funds that allowed
students to coordinate classroomcomplementing activities existed.
It has been nearly 10 years since
Fresno State President John D. Welty
acknowledged Walton’s service on
other committees and asked him to
join the IRA board.
Last year, IRA fees increased by $52
per semester, giving the IRA board
the ability to meet even more student
requests for aid.
Walton said with $1.2 million in

the coffers for 2009-10, students with
fewer resources in a down economy
don’t have to sacrifice things like
educational trips or professional
lectures.
“It felt good that we could really
meet some needs,” Walton said. “I
think the number of requests will
finally catch up with the increase in
the amount.”
Determining who receives funding
has very little to do with personal
bias, Walton said.
He added that some departments
simply need more to get by. The
marching band, for instance, might
need hundreds of thousands of
dollars for uniforms alone.
The IRA committee bases its
decisions on strict criteria, like
whether the activity is passive or
active or if it is open to a majority
of students. Walton said as long
as students are specific with their
requests and not asking for more
than they need, it’s generally easy
to get approved. Some only lack the
discipline to apply.
“Some people just can’t do that work
it takes,” he said. “It only takes 15 to
20 minutes to [apply].”
It took discipline for Walton to get
through college himself. Graduating
high school at age 16, the Alabama
native left his siblings and an
indifferent stepfather to join the
Navy. But at his church, a benevolent
stranger, Dr. Joseph Nosaki, convinced
him to continue his education.
Nosaki drove Walton to the college
he attended in the 40s, Andrews
University of Michigan.
“I said ‘You know, if you’d like to
go to the military, that’s fine; but the
point is to get your education first,’”
said Nosaki, who finally reconnected
with Walton after 40 years of absence.
“I never dreamed he would go off to
become a professor in English.”
Even with very little money and
a series of grueling jobs, including
working at a steel plant and pulling
weeds, he eventually received his
bachelor’s at Kent State University

and doctorate at the University of
Akron.
Despite being a proficient wrestler
and breaking his college’s record
for the mile run, it was English and
literature that he truly excelled at.
“I always thought sports would get
me through school,” he said. “I got
a partial scholarship which wasn’t
sufficient, so I had to abandon those
plans.”
The importance of education and
fairness were lessons he passed on to
his children.
His son, local DJ Leonard Longmire,
admitted no lack of sweat in both a
literature and a history course he
took from his father at Fresno State.
“He always challenged me to use
my mind,” Longmire said. “He used
to always say, ‘Use your head.’”
Students remember Walton not only
as a knowledgeable instructor, but a
passionate guide and mentor as well.
Fresno State Alumnus Jacq Wilson
recalled how an editor was needed
for the school’s African-American
publication, Uhuru Na Umoja. Walton
strongly encouraged him to take the
position.
“I didn’t want to do the job at first
but he was very persistent,” Wilson
said.
“The thing I loved about Dr. Walton
the most was he knew how to bring
the best out of people.”
Although Walton doesn’t meet the
students whose activities he approves,
he still appreciates students who
apply for IRA funds to further their
educations.
Undertakings like bringing in
professional actors to help put on
university productions are prime
IRA candidates, he said.
“Each one should get funding
based on merit,” Walton said. “In a
case where students can benefit on a
large scale, I think IRA serves those
purposes well.”
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John
Waayers
By Tori Pollock
The Collegian
With the economy so bad
these days, being conservative
is the way to think, according to
John Waayers, the university’s
budget officer in Academic
Affairs.
Waayers, who is one of
six members of the IRA
Advisory Board, has worked
with money since 1984. He
received a bachelor’s degree
in informational technology
systems from CSU Dominquez
Hills and an MBA from
California State University
Stanislaus in Turlock.
Waayers
said
his
first
experience with money was
working at TRQ Space and
Defense in Redondo Beach as
the budget manager. By 1990,
he worked his way up to the
financial manager position.
He has worked at Fresno State
since 2002.
His first three years at
Fresno State, he worked in the
university’s budget office and
for the past three years he has
been the Academic Affairs
Budget Officer.
Waayers said he is more on the
conservative side when it comes
to dealing with money and feels
the IRA board, overall, is more
liberal than he is. He looks at
how IRA funds will best serve

the most possible students.
“I tend to have more practical
thinking, Waayers said. “My
philosophy
on
allocating
student money is how to best
benefit students.”
James E. Walton, chair of
the English Department and
also one of the six IRA board
members, met Waayers a year
ago.
“Mr. Waayers is a bit more
open and flexible than other
budget officers I have worked
with,” Walton said. “[He] is
willing to research and re-think
issues.”
Walton
knows
Waayers’
input has been helpful in IRA
decisions because he looks at
different angles when deciding
on giving money out.
“Although some of the board
insists that paying salaries is
not a proper use of IRA money,
Mr. Waayers is researching
and interpreting rules that
might allow support for paying
the salaries of some student
positions,” Walton said.
Michael Jenkins, the dean
of
the Lyles College of
Engineering, looks at Waayers
as a fair and conscientious
person and said that Waayers
is much like himself when
it comes to spending money
responsibly. Waayers worked
with Jenkins in the past year to
tighten up some of his college’s

“I

tend to have more practical thinking. My philsophy
on allocating student money is how to best benefit
students.”
— John Waayers,
University Budget Officer

Betsy
Hays

IRA spending practices.
“Every one of his decisions
have been very fair,” Jenkins
said. “He’s a good budget
officer, very reasonable with
numbers.”
The first semester Jenkins
came to Fresno State, he
worked together with Waayers
on budgets. He remembers
when Waayers first handed him
a paper and said, “Here’s your
budget sheet.”
Part of Waayers’ role as the
university’s budget officer is
automatically being one of the
six committee members for the
IRA board. He looks over the
policies and coordinates the
funds. After approvals are done,
Waayers then ultimately sets up
the accounts.
Waayers talked about how
the funds are like a checking
account. Part of the accounting
process
is
putting
the
applications into the system.
“Each fund gets a unique fund
number so they can see their
funds,” Waayers said. If an
organization has been one that
got money in years past, they
keep the same number they had
from before.
When deciding who gets what
money, he looks at past years’
policies to see what the group
got before. He also looks at how
the activities will benefit the
whole university and how it
will represent the university as
well.
“Nothing goes without student
consent. Half the committee is
run by students, so students’
opinion does matter and is
looked at,” Waayers said.
Additional reporting by Ben
Keller and Dominique Vargas.
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By Sarah A. Peterson
The Collegian
All it took was a single phone call, and
Betsy Hays found herself a member of
the Instructionally Related Activities
(IRA) Advisory Board.
“I got a call from John Welty,” said
the assistant professor, who teaches
in the mass communication and
journalism department at Fresno
State. Hays said she had previously
served with Welty on the President’s
Ad Hoc Communication Advisory
Task Force.
Hays is one of six individuals who
serves on the committee, which is
responsible for allotting student fee
money to campus organizations for
a variety of school-related activities.
She takes her position very seriously.
“We look at every proposal on an
individual basis and at all of the
factors regarding each,” she said, “but
especially under consideration is the
number of students who will benefit
from any particular activity.”
Deciding on how much to give to
which organization requires the input
of all six members. “We go through the
parameters on each application form
to determine if it meets the criteria,”
Hays said. “Then we take a look at our
budget and see how much we’ll be able
to give.”
But there usually isn’t enough for
everyone. “We always end up with many
more requests than dollars,” Hays
said. “We really try to accommodate
as many proposals as possible. We try

to fund as much as we can.”
Hays started out as a babysitter at
the age of 12 — her first experience
with money.
“I would spend every dime I had,”
she said. “I was always borrowing
from my brother, but then eventually
I learned how to save.”
Hays’ mom, Nancy Tucker, is proud
of how her daughter learned to handle
her finances.
“Betsy was very responsible with
her money,” Tucker said. “She and
her brother got an allowance, and she
always did her chores and helped her
grandma.”
After graduating from Fresno State
in 1991 with a degree in journalism,
Hays got a real-world job.
“My first real job after college was
as an account executive for a public
relations agency,” she said. “I did that
on and off for about six years before I
started teaching.”
Hays received her master’s degree in
mass communication and journalism
from Fresno State in 1999 and has been
teaching ever since. And when it comes
to the IRA, the students come first.
“Students’
opinions
are
very
important,” she said. “That’s why we
have a student chairing the committee.
Probably my main goal is to help the
committee make decisions on what’s
important, especially when deciding
what types of IRA activities will most
benefit students.”
The organizations that receive the
most funding, in Hays’ opinion, are
the engineering, music and theatre

“S

tudents’ opinions are very important. That’s why we have a
student chairing the committee. Probably my main goal is to
help the committee make decisions on what’s important, especially
when deciding what types of IRA activities will most benefit students.”
— Betsy Hays,
Assistant Professor

departments. “They usually have very
expensive projects,” she said. “You
can’t really make a car or airplane on
just $1,000. It can’t be done.”
Conflicts of interest are fairly
common for a committee made up of
three students and three faculty from
different departments.
“We have a pretty straightforward
method
regarding
conflicts
of
interest,” Hays said. “That particular
person simply does not vote.”
What Hays feels she brings most
to her role as a member of the IRA
committee is her experience.
“I have a really good understanding
of what the university does not pay
for,” she said. Food and salaries are
two items that are often requested, but
cannot be funded by IRA money.
Robyn Hickman, one of Hays’
students, agreed.
“Professor Hays understands the
importance of education, both in and
especially outside of the classroom,”
said Hickman, the past president of
the Public Relations Student Society
of America (PRSSA). Hays advises the
group.
Hickman said of Hays, “She is
dedicated to ensuring that students
have the opportunity to further their
education through the use of IRA
funds.”
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RULES: Limits exist for
what IRA money can be for

ELECTIONS: Oliaro to urge ASI
senate to review Election Code
CONTINUED from page 5

“T

here’s a fine line between what a school funds from their general pot — from donations and other funds — versus what the
IRA can pay for.”
— John Waayers,
University Budget Officer

CONTINUED from page 5
misspent.”
After a project is awarded, for example, Jenkins said that the College of
Engineering uses purchase requests
to see what’s being bought. A faculty adviser must sign the requests.
Jenkins, as the dean, is then the last
person to see the requests before the
money is disbursed.
Funding provides benefits
Before getting IRA money, engineering students had to provide the funds
themselves for a trip to Cambodia,
where they spend winter breaks teaching classes in civil engineering.
“It’s like Doctors Without Borders,
exce pt engineering,” Jenkins
explained.
In the project’s second year, IRA
money funded the trip to Cambodia.
The Society of Women Engineers was
then able to attend national and international events, not just regional.
Students were able to attend a bridgebuild, gaining visibility in the process.
“It has allowed us to fund high level
extracurricular activities,” Jenkins
said.
In the College of Arts & Humanities,
the theatre arts department uses IRA
funding for play productions, while
music uses funding for performances.
Associate Dean Diaz, who used to
teach in the music department, said
his college asked for half the funding
from IRA to buy a DVD screen for the
Dean’s gallery.
The gallery prominently features
a rotating display of student art and
work, he said.
“The [IRA board] that reviews these
requests tries to give everyone within
reason as much as they could from the
money they have available,” Diaz said.
So what do the colleges do for student

projects, to make up for money that’s
still needed if IRA funding cannot
cover everything?
Diaz said the College of Arts and
Humanities uses additional resources
from the college, if available, to fill
in for what IRA can’t support. “When
funding was at its lowest two years
ago for the departments, we assisted a
little bit to the extent possible that we
could,” Diaz said.
In the Colle ge of Engineering,
according to Jenkins, a recent $10 million donation from the Lyles family is
being used to assist programs in the
college that IRA money cannot support.
A formal awards process
The IRA board, then, ultimately controls the allocation of funds, keeping
a 5 percent emergency contingency
reserve each funding period.
John Waayers, the university’s budget officer, is then often one of the
last stops for the funding in Academic
Affairs.
“There’s a fine line between what a
school funds from their general pot
— from donations and other funds
— versus what the IRA can pay for,”
said Waayers, who is also on the IRA
Advisory Board.
Once the IRA board decides on allocations, their funding recommendations
are forwarded to University President
John D. Welty for final approval.
“It’s pretty rare that I disapprove of
[the IRA board’s] decisions,” Welty
told The Collegian.
Additional reporting by Ben Keller
and Tori Pollock.
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described in the allegation would
more likely fall under the category
of formal and informal campaigning
in section 3.2 of the Election Code,”
and therefore the allegation was sustained.
Oliaro went on to say that because
the Election Code does not sufficiently clarify how to address these types
of issues and because not all candidates disqualified were directly related to the incidents, he has decided
to uphold his decision to disqualify
those who were directly connected to
the violations.

“I

t’s hard even to get students out to vote, so when
you overturn that vote, there
needs to be very, very compelling reasons as to why.”
— Dr. Paul Oliaro,
Vice President of Student Affairs

For this reasoning, as well, he stated that he has overturned the decision of disqualification for those that
were not involved.
Oliaro said that he will be sending out a separate memorandum to
the ASI senate and to the Election
Commission “urging them to review
the Election Code and Student Court
by-laws,” so that any future challenging decisions might be avoided.
As for those candidates who took
the disqualified students’ positions,
Oliaro said that he does feel bad.
“In reality they didn’t lose their
postion,” Oliaro said.
“The results don’t become official
until two weeks after elections.”
Although the violations were overturned, Oliaro said that he didn’t
come to the decision easily.
“It was a very difficult decision,”
Oliaro said.
“We hold in high regard student
votes and voices. It’s hard even to
get students out to vote, so when you
overturn that vote, there needs to be
some very, very compelling reasons
as to why.”
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The Soloist: book versus film
By Victoria L. Jones
The Collegian

“The Soloist,” is a testament to
the rewards of consistency and
perseverance; it highlights the
impact of a journalist’s voice and
the hearts of his readers.
Written by Los Angeles Times
columnist Steve Lope z, “The
Soloist” is a book based on a true
story that was adapted to film.
Lopez began writing on homeless man Nathaniel Ayers because
of his astonishing situation and
the story that went along with it.
Prior to living on the streets,
Ayers, a black man, attended New
York’s infamous Julliard school
of music but was forced to walk
away from a promising career as
a distinguished musician because
of the onset of schizophrenia.
The idiosyncrasies of the movie
versus the book were expected, but
I felt the movie played up a more
dramatic scene, with an obvious
consideration for time.
In the book Lopez was married, Jamie Foxx takes on the role of homeless musician
with a two-year-old daughter at adapted from the book of the same title.
home, whom he sacrificed his time
with to help Ayers. In the movie,
Ayers; no torrid bike trip involved.
Lopez lived alone in a place lined with
Ayers sat, just as he had many
unpacked boxes.
times before in the shadow of his idol
The movie starts out with Lopez ridBeethoven. In the movie Ayers sat
ing his bike uphill, then downhill and
directly underneath the statue, but in
right over the handlebars face planting
the book he was situated across the
on the asphalt and taking an undesirstreet from the monument.
able trip to the emergency room.
In the book Lopez seems much more
The book began with Lopez meeting
interested in Ayers initially. Lopez tells

not read him up to be. Yes, he had
his issues and yes, he did lash out
temperamentally more than once,
but physical violence, I felt, was
not part of his persona.
I also did not think Lopez was as
desperate as the movie played him
out to be.
In the movie Lopez seemed overly troubled. He was divorced with
a son in college and his ex-wife as
his editor.
Although the movie sped through
a friendship that developed over
two years, the intensity of that
relationship was easily felt in the
theater during the reconciliation
scene at the end.
After a blow-up fight, Ayers was
astonished by Lopez’s desire to
still be friends.
“Friends piss each other off,”
Lope z said nonchalantly and
extended his hand while proclaiming his honor to be a friend of
Ayer’s.
I felt that I enjoyed the movie
Photo courtesy of Imdb.com
more because I had read the book.
Nathaniel Ayers in the film “The Soloist,” which was Questions that I would have asked
of the movie were answered with
the knowledge I’d previously
gained from the book.
Ayers he’d like to hear him play some
Though
the book was better than the
more and asks if he’ll be there again
movie for me, I would still recommend
tomorrow.
the movie, especially to those who don’t
In contrast, the Lopez in the film
like reading books.
is a bit annoyed by Ayers’ claims to
Julliard and only returns to see Ayers
COMMENT: The Collegian is a
after Julliard confirms his attendance.
forum for student expression.
The movie portrayed Ayers as a physhttp://collegian.csufresno.edu
ically violent person, someone I had
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Quote of the Day
“A lazy person, whatever the talents with
which he sets out, will have condemned
himself to second-hand thoughts and to
second-rate friends .”
— Cyril Connolly,
English journalist
From BrainyQuote.com
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

The daily crossword
ACROSS
1 A step up?
5 Dispassionate person
10 Appease
14 Parkay, for one
15 Coconut meat
16 Hebrew calendar month
17 Burdensome boss
19 “Take a number” site
20 Involves
21 Make manifest
23 Essential cell strand
24 Site for tying knots
26 Last word from
Kasparov?
28 Postgrad deg.
29 Indisposed
33 Garb
34 Top boss
36 Night before
37 Better at stand-up
38 Type of soldier
39 Chief plotter
41 Torrid or temperate, e.g.
42 Big city newspaper desk
43 Trig. function
44 Word said while raising
a hand
45 Star-studded ski mecca
47 Sword superior
48 City on the Black Sea
51 Heart part
55 Papermaking ingredient
56 He may be watching you
59 Church recess
60 Postal device

Edited by Timothy E. Parker
Universal Press Syndicate

61 Put up on the wall
62 Pb
63 Little house on the prairie?
64 Hotel amenities
DOWN
1 Routine
2 Mongolia’s ___ Bator
3 Sapsucker’s home
4 Recreational racers
5 La ___ (Milanese opera
house)
6 Sleep restlessly
7 Stop waffling
8 Annoyed state
9 Insertion indicator
10 Clothes presser of yore
11 “… ___ of thieves”
(Matthew 21:13)
12 Powder mineral
13 Clinton’s Ditch (canal)
18 Two-year-old’s assertion
22 Reason for decoration
24 Leave in the lurch
25 Word on a certain door
26 Hollywood release
27 Entertainer’s representative
28 Dennis of comics, for one
30 Part man?
31 “Your” of yore
32 Make sharper
33 Insurance policy specification
34 Redecorating choice
35 Yon maiden fair
37 Take a dentist’s advice

“In Charge,” by Verne Cole

C
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40 Comprehended
41 Pinnacles
44 Damsel’s deliverer
46 Name in brewing
47 Blender setting
48 Fiery gem
49 Make a fool of

50 She was born free
51 Cutting the mustard
52 Fellow
53 Headey or Horne
54 Joule fragments
57 What a game may break
58 Watergate tape problem
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Women’s tennis heads east for NCAAs
By Brian Maxey
The Collegian

After capturing their eighth-straight
Western Athletic Conference (WAC)
Championship against Boise State,
the Fresno State women’s tennis
team expected to be hosting the first
round of the NCAA Division I Tennis
Championships this Saturday — not
traveling.
The news was delivered last Tuesday
on ESPN that No. 16 ranked Fresno
State will be the only team of the Top
16 seeds required to travel in the NCAA
Tennis Championships this year.
The announcement was met with
shock from the bulldogs.
Junior Renata Kucerkova, half of the
nation’s No.1 doubles team, said she
was shocked after receiving the news.
“It’s kind of surprising because historically No. 16 teams have always
hosted the regionals,” Kucerkova said,
“so, I’m sad were not hosting.”
The Bulldo gs may have ear ned
the right to host the first and second
rounds of the NCAA regional tournament, but a poor economy forced the
NCAA to adjust the sites of hosting
schools to accommodate traveling for
schools with financial trepidation.
Which means the Bulldogs will head
to Urbana, Ill., on the campus of the
University of Illinois to play their first
and second round matches.
However, there are four Top 16 teams
in California hosting — No. 7 USC, No.
8 Cal, No. 11 UCLA and No. 13 Stanford.
“Unfortunately we are the team
who has to travel,” said coach Simon
Thibodeau. “But, we’re used to adversity.”
Last weekend, in Honolulu, the
Bulldogs (22-5) nar rowly escaped
defeat, at the hand of the Broncos, to
claim the WAC Championship.

Juan Villa / Collegian File Photo

Women’s tennis ace Melanie Gloria and her team were the No. 16 seeded team in the NCAA
Tournament and expected to be hosting the first round, but instead will travel to Illinois.

“We traveled a lot, picked up some
really bad habits and we were tested
in the finals,” Thibodeau said. “They
brought their ‘A’ game and we survived
by the skin of our teeth.”
But for the Bulldogs travel hasn’t
been much of an obstacle, having won
eight of their last nine away games.
“We’ve been on the road for so long,
this isn’t going to stop us from beating
teams,” Thibodeau said.
The 2,127 mile trek to Urbana will not
only be exhausting for the players, who
have just completed a long road trip
that included stops in Las Cruces, Reno
and Honolulu, but also for the financial reserves of Fresno States athletic
department. Expenses for the tournament will include airline tickets, lodg-

ing and food.
“We will be helping out the economy
for sure, because we’ll be spending a lot
of money to go over there,” Thibodeau
said.
Fresno State will take on the 2009
Ohio Valley Conference Champions,
unranked Eastern Kentucky (22-5).
Fresno State has never faced Eastern
Kentucky, but the team boast an identical win-lose record to the Bulldogs.
“We won’t take them lightly,”
Thibodeau said. “They’re tough, well
coached and they will definitely give
all they have.”
Fresno State is in a four-team regional that includes E. Kentucky, Vanderbilt
and Illinois. The winner of the firstround match between Fresno State and

Eastern Kentucky will face the winner
of No. 19 ranked Vanderbilt or No. 34
ranked Illinois.
Thibodeau says he feels confident
about his team’s chances, despite not
having the home-court advantage,
against E. Kentucky and Vanderbilt or
Illinois afterwards.
“In the tournament, we just have to
take it one match at a time, but I feel
good about our chance,” Thibodeau
said. “We have worked really hard during the off-season to get to this point
where we can be in the round of Top
16.”
Last year, Fresno State defeated
Lamar, 4-0, and Arizona State, 4-1,
before losing to Northwestern 4-1. This
year, Kucerkova feels the team will
make it into the final round of 16.
“We basically have the same team,
so we know each other really well,”
Kucerkova said. “Our wins have been
well deserved and I have an amazing
feeling.”
The first and second rounds of
the 2009 Division I NCAA Tennis
Championship are slated to begin May
8-9 at 16 universities across the country. The championship finals will be
held May 14-25 at Texas A&M. While
the team finals take place between May
14-19 and the individual singles and
doubles are scheduled for May 20-25.
The automatic bid marked the 14th
consecutive appearance in the tournament for Fresno State. But for the
team’s five seniors, including No.16
Melanie Gloria, last weekend’s game
signified the last home match they
would play at Fresno State.
“It’s disappointing for our seniors
who could have had their last home
match in front of their family and
fans,” said Thibodeau. “They really
deserved to host.”
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’DOGS: Fresno State tied for last place
CONTINUED from page 12
The Bulldogs have been strong at
home, where they have lost only nine
games en-route to a 19-9 overall home
record. The Rainbows, who are 6-7 on
the road, will play their last road game
against the Bulldogs, before they finish the season against Utah Valley at
home.
The Bulldogs finish the season on
the road against Sacramento State and
look to finish on a good note.
“We’re all healthy and we’re going to
finish strong,” Grubb said.
Fresno State still has an opportunity to go far in the postseason, which
includes a shot at a WAC championship.
“We’re going to fight these last ones
out, the WAC championship is right in
front of us,” Batesole said.
Both Fresno State and Hawaii are
within striking distance of leading the
WAC going into the conference tournament, which starts May 20.
The Rainbows are two games out of
first place in a conference that has the
first and last place teams separated by
only 3.5 games.
The Bulldogs head into the series 3.5
games behind the Nevada Wolf Pack,
becoming the top-seeded team going
into the WAC Tournament, which is
quite impressive since the Bulldogs
would be the last seeded team if the
season were to end today.
Fresno State split four games with
the Wolf Pack last weekend.
The Bulldogs are ahead of
Sacramento State for the final spot in
the WAC tournament, so the remaining games are crucial for the team if
they are going to repeat as conference
champions.
Fresno State is seeking its fourth
straight regular season and conference
tournament championship.
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WAC: ’Dogs
set to face La.
Tech today at
2 p.m.
CONTINUED from page 12

Matt Weir / Collegian File Photo

Senior Holden Sprague is stepping up for the Bulldogs in the final weeks of the regular season.
Not only is he the ace of the rotation, but he has volunteered to close out games as well.
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nament. Fresno State earned a bye in
the double-elimination tournament by
winning the regular-season title.
Wright made it clear she was unhappy with the early start time. She considered it an undeserved punishment
for the conference’s top-seeded team,
saying, “I think the conference really
needs to re-evaluate when the No. 1
seeds play.”
Asked if she thought the early start
time would hurt the program financially, she responded, “I was more
concerned about [the players] missing
class.”
Next up for the Bulldogs is Louisiana
Tech today at 2 p.m. The Lady Techsters
beat Hawaii 7-1 on day one of the tournament and blanked Nevada 4-0 in
Thursday’s afternoon game.
Louisiana Tech is led by pitcher
Meghan Krieg, who has allowed only
one run in two complete games so far
in the tournament.
The WAC Tour nament concludes
Saturday with games at 2 p.m. and
5 p.m. Wright said, “The first one is
always the toughest.” If she’s right,
No. 25 Fresno State should win another
conference championship and advance
to the NCAA Tournament.
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Bulldog of the Week
Men’s Basketball Head Coach
Steve Cleveland
Coach Cleveland’s quest to save the basketball program from academic purgatory
finally came to fruition with the release of
the newest APR scores.
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Diamond
’Dogs need
wins vs.
Rainbows
By Tim Salazar
The Collegian
With the season winding
down, the Bulldogs look to
finish strong in the Western
Athletic Conference (WAC),
which is still up for grabs.
Fresno State is currently in
6th place in the WAC with a 610 conference record and 22-25
record overall. The Bulldogs
enter their final regular season home series versus the
Hawaii Rainbows, the fifth
place team in the conference
with a 9-10 record in the WAC
and 17-11 overall record.
The Bulldogs and Rainbows
will meet for a three-day, fourgame series that began yesterday and ends with a doubleheader Saturday.
T h e S a t u r d ay n i g h t c a p
will also be senior night for
Bulldog seniors Danny Grubb,
Gavin Hedstrom and Holden
Spraque.
“The three seniors have been
outstanding,” said head coach
Mike Batesole. “They’ve been
great role models for these
kids.”
The Bulldogs can overtake
the Rainbows in the standings
this weekend with a sweep of
all four games. If that occurs,
it will be an impressive accomplishment for coach Batesole,
who is just three wins away
from his 500th victory.
Junior Tom Mendonca who
has the record for all-time
home runs for any Fresno
State player will look to have a
big series against a team who
has a combined 5.59 ERA. The
Rainbows would have much
better numbers, but they were
swept by Louisiana Tech last
weekend after being outscored
29 to 17.
See ’DOGS, Page 11
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Melloh pitches a shutout and
offense explodes in sixth in WAC
Tournament win against Boise
By Haisten Willis
The Collegian
On a beautiful late-spring morning
when many were heading to class and
gearing up for finals, the Bulldog softball
team began its run towards a Western
Athletic Conference (WAC) Tournament
title.
It became a gritty defensive battle until
the ‘Dogs broke loose in the bottom of the
sixth inning. There were diving catches,
pitching battles and a game-winning RBI
from Alexis Lujan – all before noon.
The Fresno State women’s softball
team began the WAC Tournament with a
4-0 win over Boise State on the strength
of great pitching by Morgan Melloh and
the bats of Haley Perkins, Alexis Lujan,
and Lisamarie Coronado, who showed up
right when the team needed them.

Photos by Matt Weir / The Collegian

LEFT: Haley Perkins was struck in the helmet by a high fast ball in the fourth
inning. Her next at bat, in the sixth inning, sparked the ’Dogs’ four-run rally.
ABOVE: Morgan Melloh pitched seven scoreless innings with 10 strikeouts.

Both teams struggled offensively most
of the morning, with neither scoring
through the first five innings of the
game. Perkins reached second base in
the bottom of the third, but her effort
was thwarted after Boise’s center fielder
robbed Alexis Lujan with a diving catch.
A pitch struck Perkins in the head earlier
in the game, adding to her frustration.
“They didn’t know who they were messing with,” coach Margie Wright said after
the win, “because when we needed it the
most [Perkins] started it off.”
Lujan added, “When I got robbed, that
just made me even more motivated. I
wanted to win it for the team.”
Perkins reached first off a single in
the bottom of the sixth with no outs. She
advanced to second on a ground ball by
Haley Gilleland. Boise State walked the
next two batters, loading the bases. Alexis

Lujan became the hero of the morning
by hitting a two-run double, breaking the
0-0 deadlock.
Coronado batted next, hitting a two-run
double of her own to put the game largely out of reach at 4-0. The Broncos failed
to get a runner on base in the top of the
seventh, ending the game.
Melloh threw a two-hit shutout in her
40th start of the year, improving to 26-14
in the circle. She also moved to second
all-time for Fresno State with 851 career
strikeouts.
Melloh spoke humbly of her performance, saying “I was a little tight at first,
but I calmed down after the first inning.”
Boise State ear ned their place in
Thursday’s 10 a.m. game by beating San
Jose State on the first day of the tourSee WAC, Page 11

Men’s basketball finally drops 611 APR score
By Collegian Staff
After five years of scholarship restrictions and sanctions
that left the once successful
program crippled, the men’s
basketball team is finally off
the snide.
For the past five seasons, basketball team has been under
sanctions from the NCAA
because of poor Academic
Progress Rate (APR) scores.
The APR scores measure the
athletic department’s academic success and percent of student’s graduating.
The scores are broken down
into a tangible five-year average and if a particular program has a low graduation

rate and scores poorly, the
sport will be penalized by the
NCAA in scholarship numbers.
The men’s basketball program has been under NCAA
sanctions for a string of poor
APR scores dating back to former head coach Ray Lopes.
The APR scores are measured
on a scale to 1000 and in Lopes’
first season with university,
his team scored a 611. That
score is drastically lower than
the 925 mark the NCAA can
begin to penalize programs
for.
The 611 score, which was
Lopes’ first season in 2005, is
finally off the five-year APR
average for the men’s bas-

ketball team. With the 611
off the five-year average for
Cleveland’s team, the program
scored a 891 in the most recent
release of scores.
Even though the 891 score
does not meet the NCAA’s
standard 925 mark, the progress shown for the past five
seasons has kept the Bulldogs
from another season of penalty. The men’s basketball team
will have the maximum possible number of scholarships
in 2009,10 – 13.
Check back next week with
The Colle gian for more indepth coverage of the 2009 APR
scores.

New APR scores
Men’s sports
• Baseball, 924
• Men’s basketball, 891
• Men’s cross country, 950
• Football, 948
• Men’s golf, 925
• Men’s tennis, 912
• Men’s outdoor track, 926

Women’s sports
• Women’s basketball, 944
• Women’s cross country, 951
• Women’s golf, 986
• Soccer, 977
• Softball, 928
• Women’s tennis, 976
• Women’s indoor track, 937
• Women’s outdoor track, 935
• Volleyball, 962

