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Students
address
campus’
tobacco
policy
By Michelle Furnier
The Collegian
Nearly 53,000 premature
deaths occur each year in
America because of secondhand smoke, according to The
National Cancer Institute.
Fresno State’s cur rent
smoke-free policy went into
effect on April 1, 2003 and the
policy states that smoking will
not be permitted except where
designated smoking area signs
are posted.
Individuals, Mentors, and
Peers Advocating to Control
Tobacco (IMPACT) Executive
Advisory Board believes the
policy isn’t being implemented like it should be.
A group of about 35 Fresno
State students who encourage
smokers to quit and encourage
non-smokers to stay away from
tobacco make up IMPACT.
They receive a grant through
the Califor nia Department
of Health Services, Tobacco
Control Section and receive
support from clubs that are
willing to adopt a tobacco-free
policy.
Anna Luzania, IMPACT executive advisory board member
and public health major said,
“We clearly have a smokefree policy but it’s not being
enforced. We took pictures and
surveys and all our evidence
shows that there hasn’t been
any enforcement at all.”
“We had a little competition
last year to see who could pick
up the most cigarette butts on
campus. All the places that
were designated areas, we
didn’t take any from the ashtrays. We just got litter. We
stopped counting after 10,000
cigarette butts,” she said.
By establishing tobacco-free
environments, secondhand
smoke will probably decrease.
People will become accustomed to these environments
and that will reduce smoking
all together because it will no
longer be acceptable to smoke
in a public work environment.
Susan Pear man, IMPACT
Program Manager, said, “We
send out petitions and they
always come back with at least
75 percent in favor of tobaccofree policies and Fresno State
came back even higher than
that. Even smokers said that
See TOBACCO, Page 2
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Are social networks destroying college students’ studying habits?
By Dani Villalobos
The Collegian
Begin working on physics homework
or log on to Facebook.
This was the internal debate Jocelyn
Brown was struggling with after coming
home from her three-hour lifespan and
development class late Tuesday night.
Making her way to the computer, the
22-year-old health and rehabilitation sciences major typed in the Web address
and waited as the Facebook Web site
loaded onto the screen. She had made
her decision.

“I use it to procrastinate,” Brown said
of the social networking site. “I end up
cramming in everything at the last second.”
In an Ohio State University survey
released this April, researchers found
that this may be the case for many students and discovered that there was
a correlation between students with
Facebook accounts and its affect on
their academic success. Of the 206 surveyed, 146 students had accounts and the
results showed that typically, Facebook
users had a GPA ranging from 3.0-3.5
while non-users fell into the 3.5-4.0 aca-

demic spectrum.
Associate Professor and Graduate
Director of the MCJ Graduate Program
Dr. Tamyra Pierce has been researching media effects on young people for 15
years, and found data that mirrored Ohio
State’s within her own research involving high school students and MySpace.
“Those who had spent more time on
their social networking sites had lower
grades,” Pierce said.
“There also tended to be a pattern of
students who would say they did homeSee FACEBOOK, Page 2
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FACEBOOK: Some students ‘basically on all the time’
CONTINUED from page 1
work while they had their
social networking site open
and their cell phone on.”
After hearing “MySpace me,
MySpace me,” from her students, Pierce began investigating the social networking site
and has surveyed 800 Sanger
and Fresno high school students on the relationship
between media related technology and academic performance.
“It seems that a lot of students are texting and using the
technology in the classroom
and therefore, are not paying attention to the lectures,”
Pierce said. “Just a few years
ago, cell phones couldn’t get

access to the internet and now
you can.”
For 20-year-old Cynthia
Figueroa, this constant connection to social networking
sites through her cell phone
allows Figueroa to update and
log on to her account almost
every hour.
“I’m basically on all the
time,” the pre-nursing major
said. “I have Facebook mobile
so it’s accessible anytime of
the day. I just have to touch the
icon on the screen and I’m on
Facebook.”
Figueroa first began utilizing social networking sites
as a junior in high school
and recently transitioned
from a MySpace to a frequent Facebook user. She
believed that with Facebook,

it was easier to keep in touch
with friends that otherwise
would’ve been dif ficult to
remain in contact with.
Like Figueroa, Jason Salas,
20, also views Facebook as a
convenient way to communicate and keep in contact with
friends, but admitted that
he can get preoccupied with
Facebook and tries to access
it only three to four times a
week.
“I don’t personally do it,” the
civil engineering major said.
“But I’ve noticed that people
are constantly putting updates
on their sites. It’s ridiculous.”
Pierce, too, views Facebook
and MySpace as good ways to
network for college students,
but believes that making those
connections through social

TOBACCO: Some other colleges
have adopted tobacco-free policies
“A

lot of smokers themselves can see and say they don’t want to smoke. The
policies are almost encouraging.”
— Anna Luzania,
IMPACT Executive Advisory Board Member

CONTINUED from page 1
they prefer tobacco-free.”
Luzania added, “A lot of
smokers themselves can see
and they say they don’t want to
smoke. The policies are almost
encouraging and they’re like,
‘Yes! Make it! So I can stop
that way.’ It’s something they
despise.”
Other colleges in the United
States and even in California
have adopted a tobacco-free
policy. Schools like Stanford
University, UC San Francisco,
UC Davis, and Fresno Pacific
University all have 100 percent
tobacco-free policies without
any exemptions.
University High School sets

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In
Fresno. 100% Free To Join! Click
On Surveys.

FOR RENT/SALE
FREE RENT, FREE LOCK
Call Alluvial Mini-Storage at 4314840 and ask about our summer
break specials!
3 BEDROOM/2 BATHS
1,800 square ft. 2 blocks from campus. Water/landscaping included.
Available June 1st. Call Mike 4
details, 408-230-9139.

Fresno State apart from some
of the other colleges when it
comes to a tobacco-free policy because generally high
schools don’t allow smoking in
any form on campus.
“I don’t think college students get it in their head. The
replications of smoking are so
far distant in the future, they
can’t see it.
All their lives they’ve been
taught ‘tobacco is wacko’
and all the cheesy mottos out
there. And they’re like, that’s
lame, I’m in college, I don’t
need that,” Luzania said.
The Surgeon General’s
report, The Health
Consequences of Involuntary
Exposure to Tobacco Smoke

concluded that establishing
smoke-free work environments remains the only way
to make sure that secondhand
smoke exposure doesn’t happen in the workplace because
ventilation and other air filtering methods cannot control
exposure to non-smokers.
Pearman said, “Smokers are
being accommodated at the
expense of everybody else and
not accommodating the poor
folks on campus that have
asthma or other lung problems. Our goal is a 100 percent
tobacco-free campus.”
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networking sites can act as a
double edged sword.
“College students and high
schoolers should be aware of
what they put up on their site,”
Pierce said. “If there’s a whole
bunch of language, pictures
of drug paraphernalia or they
expose themselves inappropriately in pictures, they need to
remember that employers are
watching these sites.”
She also explained that
social networking sites are
beginning to have an effect
on communication skills and
through cyberspace, the loss
of the interpersonal can show
a re g ression in g rammar,
social tools, and even the ability to look at someone when
speaking.
Whether or not Facebook

and other social networking sites play a role in lower
grade point averages, Pierce
explained that it was important to understand that
Facebook doesn’t cause lower
grades and can be influenced
by other outside factors.
“It is something that can
preoccupy someone and if it
gets out of control and one
becomes almost addicted to it
then it can cause problems,”
Pierce said.
“But it’s like anything,
whether it be video games,
television, watching movies or
anything that takes away from
studying.”
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That’s What the People Are Saying
Reacting to director of downtown revitalization, Craig
Scharton, call to ‘balance’ greenery
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ould you imagine anyone proposing that they
get rid of the 26,000 trees in New York’s Central
Park? Now the Fulton Mall is certainly not Central
Park, but it is an urban park in the heart of downtown
Fresno. We need more trees in this city, not fewer.”
—Jim Boren, fresnobeehive.com

defining douchebag
the

CampusSpeak
What are your registration
frustrations?

Frank
Vang

Senior
Organizational
Leadership

Victoria L. Jones

“Time confliction, ’cause
there’s two classes I
wanted, but the confliction was ten minutes apart. That will
cause me to lose two classes that I need,
or lose one. I can only pick one for now
and just try to find another class that I
can [to] replace the three units I need.”

I

n a world with a population of
more than 6 billion people, it’s
easy to succumb to clever insults
and catchy generalizations.
As an individual, I try to be as neutral as possible and give each person I
come across the benefit of the doubt.
Unfortunately, too often, the generalization speaks louder than the personality of the specimen.
Take for instance a Web site that I
recently ran across due to the gentle
insistence of a colleague, a male colleague to be specific.
I’m not sure what inspired him to
share that gem of a Web site he spontaneously suggested, but the humor
it offered up then and for the rest of
the day, was priceless. It played as a
women’s encyclopedia for identifying un-dateable guys; a photographic
illustration on crimes of fashion and a
not-to-do list for guys.
The Web site “Hot Chicks with
Douchebags” appeals to society’s need
to classify and vilify its people. It cries
hypocrisy, it revels in cruelty and it’s
just plain funny.
It’s like watching all those people on
America’s Funniest Home Videos get
hit in the balls. Yeah it’s funny, but you
know it hurts like hell and still you
laugh and sympathetically cringe at
the same time.
It could be a mere coincidence, or
more likely, a well thought out criterion by the developers, but all the men
posted on the Web site share a list of
quirky qualities.
The top six criteria for being a
douchebag include a phony (overly
bronze) tan, a dumbass semi-bleached
hairdo (preferably spiked or elegantly
disheveled), effeminately styled, painfully groomed eyebrows, a too small
tank top or a collared shirt with three
or less working buttons, a picture
perfect perverted pose (pointing and

“D

ouchebags are
like metrosexuals
without integrity, style or
a drop of grace.”

pouting, both a must) and an oddly
complicated maze of facial hair that
connects the sideburns with the goatee
and/or mustache.
It sounds, and looks like it requires
quite the upkeep.
Another common thread that should

THE

Lin
Chang
Senior
Child Development
“In general, for seniors,
registering for classes
isn’t really that hard.”

Jessie
Xiong

Junior
Business Finance

“I was looking forward
to taking a certain professor in a course that I
wanted, that she usually
teaches, but for the semester coming up,
she wasn’t teaching it. I’m not sure why
but I was looking forward to taking that
specific professor.”

Alexis
Rodriguez
Sophomore
Business

Bryan Cole / The Collegian

All douches possess certain typical characteristics that help enhance their overall douchdom.
These include but are not limited to: popped collar, signature photograph pose where irrelevant
pointing is mandatory, wearing sunglasses indoors and a heavy touch of anything metrosexual.

be listed high is the use of accessories.
Douchebags are like metrosexuals
without integrity, style or a drop of
grace.
To complete their look they don
bandanas of various shades, aviator
sunglasses, thong underwear that
are distastefully visible, Ed Hardy or
Affliction gear, tribal or reptilian tattoos and cheesy necklaces that hang
too low or not at all (chokers).
Douchebags must always be representing. Easy ways to do this, according to the photos, are to flex any and all
muscles, while simultaneously pointing them out, throw the peace sign
(upside down, right side up or slightly
tilted) or throw your arms around a

Collegian

The Collegian is a student-run
publication that serves the
Fresno State community
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Views expressed
in The Collegian do not
necessarily reflect the views
of the staff or university.

The Collegian
California State University, Fresno
5201 N. Maple Ave., M/S SA42
Fresno, CA 93740-8027
News Line: (559) 278-2486
Business Line: (559) 278-5735
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

trashy woman and point at her or her
half-covered breasts.
That’s just the top coincidences;
each example of a douchebag also
appears to embody an individually
identifying douche quality that adds to
their unique doucheness. For example,
the maroon velvet jacket, the skinny
tight headband, the nautical star tattoo or two, the faux fur trench coat or
the obviously manicured lawn of chest
hair.
Douchebags have an agenda too
it seems. You have to work out, tan,
pick up chicks and drink incessantly.
Makes me wonder what they do for
work.
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“This semester I didn’t
have any frustrations
because I registered
the day of, instead of
waiting, and I got all my classes; but
last semester I waited and I couldn’t get
any of my classes, I had to walk into the
classes and try to sign up and add them,
so I had a lot of trouble.”

Joseph
Sauceva
Freshman
Biology

“I’m taking English
at Fresno City right
now [and] I had to
fill out a whole transfer paper to let Fresno State know I
was taking English at Fresno City. It’s
[MyFresnoState] saying that I have an
English hold so I can’t register for English
or pretty much any of the other classes
that I need to register for.”
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Word of the Day

dudevorce
When two male best friends end their
friendship over a lame disagreement, usually
concerning a girl.
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From UrbanDictionary.com

Dancers adopt ‘the walk’

Students choreograph, perform and manage production of ‘On The Walk’
By Kaley Delarosa
The Collegian
Lighting, music, costumes,
choreography and of course,
dancing. From production
to performance, University
Dance Theater (UDT) students
do it all.
Associate professor Kenneth
Balint, who oversees the class,
said this semester’s show,
titled “On The Walk,” will not
disappoint.
“It’s a variety show that
showcases many dif ferent
types of dance and music,”
Balint said. “Each person will
find some part of the show that
they enjoy. Everyone always
loves the energy and the work
that has been put in to get it
where it is at.”
The dancing ranges from
traditional styles such as tap,
ballet and jazz to modern, lyrical and hip-hop. The show also
encompasses cultural styles
such as salsa and Polynesian.
The title of the show is also a
reference to an odd position of
the foot used in modern dance.

“There is a little bit of everything,” Balint said. “The class
allows students to stick with a
dance style they are comfortable with as well as experiment with something different.”
From conception to creation
to production and performance, the student’s creativity stands behind each element. “It’s about the process
of creating pieces and taking
them from beginning to performance,” Balint said.
UDT is unique, compared
to other dance performance
courses offered on campus,
in that it gives students of all
interests and majors a chance
to express themselves. Balint
said that although some of his
students are dance majors or
minors, many have different
majors and simply can’t get
away from dance. Other students have never danced and
decided to take the class for a
new experience.
“We all come together and
find common ground,” Balint
said.

Another unique aspect of
the class is that the students
learn how to put together all
the pieces of a successful perfor mance. Balint requires
the 37 students in the class
to choreograph and perform
their dances and take part in
the sound, lighting, costume
design and stage management
of the show.

“I

t is important to be
well versed in all
aspects of the stage.”
— Lindsey Settle,
Senior art history major
“It’s so dancers don’t think
they just dance and they
understand that there are
other aspects that go into the
production of a show,” Balint
added. “It’s about finding new
ways to contribute.”
For example, Sarah Brownell,
an undeclared freshman taking the class for the first time,
choreographed dances for the
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show and will perform several pieces and assist with the
music, lighting and projection
during the show.
“It is cool that we have full
reign of the show and get to
experience such a wide range
of things,” Brownell said.
Lindsey Settle, a senior art
history major, began dancing
at age two. She enjoys dancing and loves performing even
more and UDT gives her the
opportunity to keep dancing,
while attending school and
working two jobs.
For Settle, UDT provides an
escape from the hectic worries of her everyday life. “It’s
like therapy every day,” Settle
said.
Settle also appreciates the
different experiences she gets
in addition to dancing.
“It is important to be well
versed in all aspects of the
stage,” she said. “It’s wonderful to be on the stage, but there
is a different feeling when you
are behind the sidelines and
running things.”
Settle discovered Dance 115

while flipping through the
course catalog eight semesters
ago. She enrolled and never
stopped taking the class simply for her own enjoyment. “I
just enrolled for Fall 2009,” she
laughed.
“This is the most wonderful program I have ever been
a part of,” Settle said. “It is
nice to be involved in someone
else’s work, but it is wonderful
to create your own and have
your voice heard through your
movement.”

“On The Walk”
“On The Walk” shows start at
8 p.m. on April 30, May 1 and
May 2. There will also be a 2
p.m. matinee performance on
May 2. All performances will be
held in the University Lab School
Theater. All tickets are $5 and
can be purchased at the box
office in the Speech Arts building.
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The daily crossword
ACROSS
1 Sepulchral structures
6 Take a siesta
10 Did a number
14 Parting of the Seine?
15 EASY-OFF target
16 “A Death in the Family”
author
17 Monopoly battleship, e.g.
18 Great excuse for a party
20 “___ he drove out of sight
…”
21 Be cheap
23 Crossed one’s i’s and dotted one’s t’s?
24 A device for finding
furniture in the dark?
25 Makes lovable
27 Mirror
31 Making eyes at
32 Falsify, as prices
33 Put to the test
36 Crinkled cotton fabric
37 It shoots the breeze
38 In a foul mood
40 It may be tapped
41 Jackie’s second
42 Golf great Arnold
43 Site for a state slogan,
perhaps
46 Books that may display
where and tear?
49 Four-string guitars, for
short
50 Formulaic
51 Crossed one’s fingers
53 GPs

Edited by Timothy E. Parker
Universal Press Syndicate

“All set” by Albert Kingsley
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56 Yellow flower
58 Net letter
60 Analgesic’s target
61 Tree bump
62 Do the honors on
Thanksgiving
63 Tops or props
64 ___-bitsy
65 Work, as dough

Page 5

DOWN
1 Where to see Warhol in
London
2 Taste stimulus
3 Hammer found in whodunits
4 “Akeelah and the ___”
5 Tanning agent

6 Giving two tablets, say
7 Avis, formerly?
8 Dirigible
9 180 deg. from WSW
10 Buffalo skaters
11 “Phobia” start
12 Of a more recent vintage
13 Does a stableman’s job
19 Warren Beatty flick
22 Card in a royal flush
24 Hop, ___ and jump
26 Faultfinder
27 It may be picked
28 Storybook monster
29 Cassini of fashion
30 Type of alcohol
33 Plebe’s sch.
34 Annotation in proofreading
35 Bronte governess
37 Like some flowers
38 CD player precursor
39 Builder’s add-ons
41 Another card in a royal
flush
42 Certain lap dog, for short
43 Some coffeehouse orders
44 “That makes sense”
45 Furnish
46 When to look at curves?
47 Hatchet-burying event
48 Supple
52 Possessive pronoun
53 She ain’t what she used
to be
54 Female opera star
55 Bob in the Olympics?
57 Box score stat
59 Sphinx riddle answer

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Quote of the Day
“People need to be made more aware of
the need to work at learning how to live
because life is so quick and sometimes it
goes away too quickly.”
— Andy Warhol,
American artist
From BrainyQuote.com
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DIAMOND ’DOGS BASEBALL

Not exactly the
National Champs
The Fresno State baseball team is tied for last
place with only three weekend series left in 2009
By Haisten Willis
The Collegian
Coming off of a national
championship, Fresno State
baseball fans knew that anything short of a repeat this season would seem anti-climactic,
no matter how unrealistic that
goal may be.
But most didn’t expect to fall
quite so far down.
The Bulldogs are tied for last
place in the Western Athletic
Conference (WAC), falling
to the bottom of the league,
amidst getting swept by lowly
Louisiana Tech two weeks ago
and a four-game split with San
Jose State last weekend.
The team sits at 20-22 on the
season, 4-8 in the WAC, and

has lost seven of its last nine,
heading into last night’s game
against Cal Poly.
Many of the wins came
against over matched clubs
from smaller schools. The
team has also experienced
mild off-the-field controversy
with the news of an upcoming book about supposed team
unrest during the 2008 College
World Series.
Though there have been
some bright sports with Tom
Mendonca breaking the alltime school record for home
runs and right-handed pitcher Matt Morse earning WAC
Pitcher of the Week honors for
his performance against San
Jose State on April 24, overall,
the team has underperformed

since winning the Pe psi/
Johnny Quik Classic in early
March.
Mendonca is expected to
leave for a professional baseball career before his senior
season.
The skid started when the
team was swept by Loyola
Marymount in Los Angeles
back in late March and it has
failed to recover top for m
since.
Six of Fresno State’s 14 pitchers have ERAs above seven,
and ten have ERAs above four.
The bats have gone cold as
well, as the team scored a combined 14 runs in four games
against SJSU.
Worse, the pitching staff and
the offense can’t seem to sync

Photos by Bryan Cole / Collegian File Photos

Seniors Gavin Hedstrom, left, and Holden Sprague, above, haven’t seen their
final season in a Bulldog uniform go as planned. The Bulldogs are 20-22 on
the season and are tied for last place in the Western Athletic Conference.

up. They have lost low-scoring
games (6-5 and 2-0 to San Jose
State) and high-scoring games
(11-9 and 14-12 to Louisiana
Tech) by very close margins.
Last year’s team started the
season 8-12, but improved significantly by this point last
season. The WAC tournament
is less than a month away and
the team has only three WAC
matchups left to improve their
performance, including this
weekend’s four-game series at
home against Nevada.
Head coach Mike Batesole
could not be reached for comment due to the g ame on
Tuesday.
The ’Dogs can take solace in

the fact that first-place Nevada
has only one more overall win
than they do, and that getting
hot during tournament time is
what really matters in college
baseball.
But the team is running out
of time to correct itself before
that crucial period starts. If it
fails, it will be an embarrassing first-to-worst blemish on
the program and could hurt
future recruiting efforts as
Fresno State tries to ride its
success to a place among college baseball’s consistent top
teams.
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COACHES: Williams gets RUGBY: Players excited about
playing in collegiate league
receivers catching again
CONTINUED from page 8
“We got a lot of talent and experience
coming back, but my job is to make
sure they play really well this season,”
Wade said. “We got to make sure we do
all of the little things to continue with
their success.”
For new wide receivers coach Keith
Williams, spring practice started off
with inconsistent hands.
The former San Diego State receiver
had to preach catching the football to
the Fresno State wideouts after the
first spring scrimmage. Numerous
drops were present and it led Williams
to chastise his group.
Since then, his receivers have made
better strides in hauling in receptions
because of his coaching.
“We ended the spring on a positive
note,” Williams said. “We started off
slow, but these guys worked hard. The
last week of practice has been our best,

and that’s what you want. You want to
finish better than you started.”
After finishing his career with the
Aztecs, Williams served under former
San Jose State head coach Fitz Hill during the 2001-05 seasons.
“It was a good experience [at San Jose
State],” Williams said. “The wideouts
over there worked hard. They were a
good group much like this group here.
They have a lot of similarities.”
Williams admits that after playing
and coaching against the Bulldogs,
it was a difficult transition for him to
join Fresno State.
But he now believes that he is in a
good position.
“It felt weird at first, but I’m glad to be
here, because I have no wins in either
one of those elements,” Williams said.
“As a player, I’ve never beaten Fresno
State and as a coach I’ve never beaten
Fresno State. It’s good to be on the good
side.”

CONTINUED from page 8
level, Clark said that the club is hoping to create a separate college team
for next season. He said that the goal
is to help those players that are college-age to form a team independent
of the club.
“Everyone part of the Fresno Rugby
Club is extremely excited about the
new Fresno State team,” Clark said.
“The club is giving 100 percent in
backing and supporting this team.”
In an effort to help the development
of this new team, Clark said that he
and the other officers plan to offer
assistance to coach the team and even
try to help financially.
“I think it’s exciting that the sport is
growing and that only good can come
out of it,” Brenner said.
If the players from Fresno State
form their own club, they will be able
to schedule their own practice times,

have their own club officers and
simply become a separately run program.
Clark believes that in the long run,
creating a collegiate team will only
benefit his club, because when students who play graduate, they can
move to the Fresno Rugby Club and
come in with experience under their
belt.
Experience is something that the
youth of the team lacked tremendously this season. Most of the students
that joined played football in the past,
but they were forced to adjust to the
rough style of rugby.
“I would say that rugby is a more
intense version of American football,” Clark said. “It’s just a faster
pace game, it’s non-stop and there are
no pads.”

C

VIDEO: Check out an inside look at the
Fresno State Rugby Club team at
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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This day in sports history
April 29, 1961
American Broadcasting Company debuted
their first all-sports show, “ABC’s Wide
World of Sports.” ABC’s sister station,
ESPN, was right around the corner.
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BULLDOG FOOTBALL

Three new assistants adjust to new positions
By Lorenzo Reyna
The Collegian
Throughout spring football
practice, three men had to
learn new schemes, plays and
the players around them, to
ensure everyone was on the
same page.
But these are not incoming
freshmen, transfers from a different university or junior college players; they’re the newest members of the Fresno
State coaching staff.
Micah Alba, Joe Wade and

Keith Williams all joined Pat
Hill’s staff on
February 24.
For Micah
Alba, the athleticism of the
cornerbacks is
what he’s been
most impressed
with. He is helpi n g d e f e n s ive
coordinator
Randy Stewart Pat Hill
with the second- Head coach
ary.
“They’re very athletic,” Alba

said. “They’ve been hungry
before we got them to spring
ball. Its been a good spring.”
A l b a w a s a c o r n e r b a ck
and return man for Brigham
Young University (BYU) from
2001-04. He led BYU in interceptions as a senior.
Before coming to Fresno
State, he was a graduate assistant under Coug ar coach
Bronco Mendenhall. Alba not
only helped coach the defense,
but also worked with the offensive line during the 2008 season.

“[BYU] have a great coaching
staff over there and I learned
a lot from each one of them,”
Alba said. “Bringing that with
me has been a huge help with
getting going over here.”
Joe Wade was a former quarterback for Linfield College
from 1986-1991. He first
coached the running backs
in 1999 at Montana State. He
was previously the of fensive coordinator for Eastern
Washington University.
Wade gets help from a former
Fresno State running back

with coaching the backfield.
“I have a close friend, Kelly
Skipper, who played here. He
was a running back and he’s
now the running backs coach
for the Raiders,” Wade said. “I
lean on him a lot in terms of
coaching running backs.”
Wade has a running game
that he’ll look forward to
with the group he has. But he
still wants the likes of Ryan
Mathews and Lonyae Miller to
produce for 2009.
See COACHES, Page 7

Combining forces
Club team will
begin playing
collegiate rugby
next semester
By Megan Poindexter
The Collegian
What most sports fans in the
Central Valley don’t know is
that rugby, one of the worlds
most gruesome and riveting
sports, is being played not just
overseas but locally through
the Fresno Rugby Club.
Even more intriguing, is that
a large number of members
belonging to the Fresno rugby
squad are students at Fresno
State.
“Since it is our first year, we
had to have at least one year
where we didn’t have our own
team,” said Jordan Brenner,
a sophomore at Fresno State.
“The Fresno Rugby Club has
adopted us and let us be a part
of their team.”
This year the club had members ranging from ages of
20-35 and had one of their best
seasons in the clubs’ 38-year
history. Competing in the
Northern California League,
the squad placed second with
a 7-3 conference record.
Overall, the team finished
the season 9-3 and made it to
the regional playoffs where
they competed in Phoenix this
past Saturday.
“This is the best team the
club has had in awhile,”
Brenner said. “We were really
hoping to continue that legacy.”
Fresno entered the 64-team
nationwide playoff and got
an unlucky draw as their first
game came against the defending national rugby champions. While the team gave it
their all, they came up short
against the Red Mountain
Rugby Club from Mesa, Ariz.

Photo courtesy Fresno Rugby Club

Andrew Clark, right, is the president of the Fresno Rugby Club team. His team welcomed a host of Fresno State students to the club team for the spring semester. The Fresno State students will be leaving the Fresno club to start their own team and join the Northern California Division of Collegiate Rugby.

“I thought our team played
well, but we could have played
better,” Brenner said. “The
other team was a quality team
and they played well; it just
didn’t go our way.”

And although the season
didn’t end as the team had
hoped, there was plenty of
success to be found in what it
accomplished this season.
Andrew Clark, president of

the team and club member,
said that despite the loss, the
club, as a whole, gained a lot
of positives.
This is the first year, according to Clark, that the club has

been able to get a solid group
of college students to join and
buy into the game.
As a result of the rapid interest by those at the collegiate
See RUGBY, Page 7

