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National protest
comes to Fresno State

associated
students, inc.

ASI
candidates
campaign
in teams
By Megan Poindexter
The Collegian
Numerous people campaigning for Associated
Student Inc. (ASI) positions
are now coming together
and joining forces to develop platforms as groups.
With elections starting
Tuesday, there are two
heavy power campaigning
groups “For Students Who
Deserve More” and “Party
for Education, Direct
Refor m, and Objectives
(P.E.D.R.O.).”
“It's a collective campaign
effort…to inform students
what visions we hold for the
future of ASI and the direction we’d like to see ASI go,”
said Lauren Johnson, who
is the current vice president of finance and part of
For Students Who Deserve
More.
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More than 7,000 protesters gathered in the Save Mart Center parking lot on Wednesday, as part of a nationwide campaign patterned after the Boston Tea
Party. Tina Rios, a Fresno housewife, was one of the many protesters who believe taxes are used irresponsibly. “I believe in helping out, but it needs to go to
the right people,” Rios said.

“I

t's a collective
campaign effort
... to inform students
what visions we hold
for the future of ASI
and the direction we'd
like to see ASI go.”

campus life

So Glad You’re Mine

— Lauren Johnson,
V.P. of Finance candidate

A perk of advertising
together is that all members share a common platform, while also maintaining individual goals for the
given positions they are
running for.
“It works well to run
together because you create
more resources when you
run together,” said Jessica
Sweeten, who is running
for ASI president and also
a member of Johnson’s
group.
“We know that together,
we can continue to be a
great asset to ASI.”
Thus, it is like running
with several r unning
mates. It brings candidates
together under a common
purpose and goal, which
allows for an easier means
of promoting.
See GROUPS, Page 2
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C

ouples lined the front of the Kennel Bookstore Wednesday
in hopes of kissing their way to winning a free iPod. Marizol
Cortez, 23, a senior nursing major and Andrea Vega, 21, a
junior nursing major, won the event, beating out 19 other couples.
“We practiced beforehand using a dictionary,” Cortez said. “During
the competition we kept talking to each other to keep the iPod up
so it wouldn’t slip.” Kiss an iPod, sponsored by USU Productions,
Kennel Bookstore and Apple Productions, was originally scheduled
for Feb. 13, but was cancelled due to rain.
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GROUPS: Members have different campaign responsibilities
CONTINUED from page 1
Tom Boroujeni is currently running
for the ASI position of president and is
the founder of the group P.E.D.R.O.
In starting his campaign Boroujeni
wanted to be able to hand pick people
to run with him, in hopes that if he is
elected to office, that people voting for
him will also vote into office the other
members of his campaign group.
If other members of P.E.D.R.O. are
elected alongside him, Boroujeni
believes that change will be allowed to
happen.
Currently, Hector Cerda, a candidate for the office of vice president of
finance, is Boroujeni’s right hand man
along with eight others who are running for senate positions.
Cerda believes that the group campaigning strategy can be difficult at
times, but believes that by working
together they all have a better chance
of getting into office and a great opportunity to work alongside one another.
“When I am out campaigning I ask
students that if they vote for me to
vote for the other students on our slate
because we all see eye to eye,” said

Cerda.
“The advantage in working with a
group is that if I run on the same slate
with other like minded students then I
feel we can make an actual change in
our student government.”
C o l l e c t ive l y, t h e m e m b e r s o f
P.E.D.R.O. have each been assigned
targeted areas for campaigning where
they pass out flyers with their ten point
platform and are also promoting their
website www.pedro4asi.com.
In similar fashion, the members of
For Students Who Deserve More are
campaigning on the Web and promoting that their group be elected to office
through other mediums.
This group consists of Johnson, who
is running for re-election to her current position; Jessica Sweeten, running for the office of president; and
Alex Andreotti, who is running for a
senator at-large position.
And while there are only three that
make up For Students Who Deserve
More, they believe that their campaign
is stronger than ever and simply trying
to bring a new vision to ASI.
“Our common goal is to continue the
shared governance model implemented

“W

hen I am out campaigning I ask student that if they vote for
me, to vote for the other students on our slate because we all
see eye to eye.”
— Hector Cerda,
V.P. of Finance candidate

this school year,” said Andreotti. “ASI’s
motto is ‘Students Serving Students,’
and this is done through student representatives on campus committees.”
Andreotti, Sweeten and Johnson
are all somehow involved in the current ASI and believe new change has
already begun, but they still have a
new vision for next years’ student government and see endless possibilities
for the future.
However, members of the P.E.D.R.O.

group believe that the current and past
structure of ASI have been nothing but
bad news.
“Right now people are not putting
in the time and the whole point of
P.E.D.R.O. is for students to feel like
they are getting more because they
deserve a lot more,” Boroujeni said.
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COMMENT: The Collegian is a forum for
student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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That’s What the People Are Saying
On an anti-Obama bumper sticker placed on news van

“O

h you dirty teabaggers. It’s one thing if you don’t
like more taxes or government or Obama or, gasp,
bloggers. But, you do not, I repeat, you do not. mess. with.
Channel 47 News Vans. How dare you, sirs. How dare you.
They are on YOUR side dammit!”
—Mikey, thefresnan.com

Opinion Editor, Daniela Lopez • collegian-opinion@csufresno.edu • Friday, April 17, 2009
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Stick it to the Bush
Kaley Delarosa

T

he American economy is in
turmoil. The housing market
collapsed. Companies small
and large are going out of business.
The automobile industry is crying
for bail outs, banks and investors
are broke and we are spending billions of dollars that we don’t have.
At a time of economic crisis,
the American people should be
able to look to their leader — their
president. But, good luck doing
that. President Barack Obama is so
concerned with making sure everyone
knows that his administration “inherited” all of its problems from the Bush
Administration, he doesn’t have much
time be the president of the United
States.
Obama started the blame game

when he gave his inaugural speech in
January and has continued to push
this idea, that everything was already
bad when he took office, ever since.
I am not saying he is wrong; he did
inherit these problems. They were set
in motion long before he took office.
However, he needs to stop moaning
about it and take responsibility for
the problems he knew existed when
he promised the American people his
change. For many Americans, the only

“F

or many Americans, the only
change they can see is what’s left
of their bank account.”

change they can see is what’s left of
their bank account.
Spending $30 million to save Nancy
Pelosi’s salt marsh harvest mouse
sounds like earmark spending to me
— something Obama assured us would
stop when he took office. Obama’s policies of out-of-control spending and

Web-Spe@k
Culled each week from discussions
on The Collegian Online.

taxation of America’s middle class is
driving our country further into debt
every day and crushing the American
dream.
Don’t misunderstand – I want
Obama to succeed because I love this
country and I want it to thrive. I hope
I am wrong about his economic plan. I
hope it does bring us out of this recession and restore out country to its former glory that prides itself on capitalism and freedom.
It’s blatantly clear that Obama
loves to be in front of the camera,
but he needs to be spending his time
in the oval office. Abraham Lincoln
once said, “You cannot escape the
responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.” Obama would be wise
to take the advice of our previous
renowned leader, before it is too late
for him and too late for our country.
Constantly putting down our former president to make himself look
better is a cowardly way out. Obama
claims he wants to move forward. If
this is true, he needs to stop looking
backward, stop blaming the previous
administration, and do so.

Tea parties lack strong principles
I

t was Dec. 16, 1773, when thousands of Bostonians huddled
in the city’s harbor to protest a
massive tea tax imposed by the British
Parliament. About 130 or so dressed
as Indians, broke from the mob and
tossed more than 300 chests of tea into
the water, more content to do without
the craved commodity than pay the
dues on its import.
Wednesday, thousands gathered in
the Save Mart Center parking lot and
many thousands more in 2,300 locations across the country to protest a
new era of taxation that many claim
will threaten businesses and burden
several generations with crippling
debt passed off as stimulus spending. Hundreds carried signs that said
things like “get government off my
back” or “proud member of the homeland security threat list” and shouted
slogans like “I cling to my God and my
guns.”
In a way, it was nice to see so many
mobilizing under a single cause and
taking a collective stance in passionate
opposition to government bailouts and
stimulus programs. But I couldn’t help
thinking that perhaps the tea party
goers of our day are coming up short.
In Civil Disobedience, Henry David
Thoreau put the issue this way: “If the
injustice has a spring, or a pulley, or a
rope, or a crank, exclusively for itself,
then perhaps you may consider whether the remedy will not be worse than
the evil: But if it is of such a nature
that it requires you to be the agent of
injustice to another, then I say break
the law. Let your life be a counter-friction to stop the machine.”

THE

Serial Keller
Ben Keller
Thoreau had a real problem with
any social contract that required him
to fund activities he was fundamentally opposed to. In 1849, Americans
were profiting from imperialism and
slavery. Thoreau refused to lend his
support to these injustices.
Now I’m not suggesting we’ve
reached the point and circumstances
that we need to take Thoreau’s advice
to the next level, but looking out at all
those people with their angry signs
and t-shirts, I had to wonder how many
of them have their insurance through
AIG or hold accounts through Bank of
America or drive a Chevy.
Behind all the slogans, we’re still
chained to the tax-assisted stimulus
we decry. And with all the valid, wellspoken points, life for us continues
pretty much the same.
The Bostonians in 1773 sacrificed
tea. Sure, it may seem like a small
thing to give up, but there were serious
consequences if they were captured.
Reportedly, one was even knocked
unconscious by a crate of tea that fell
on him. Thoreau spent a night in jail
for his defiance. These aren’t just symbols, but real things. Meanwhile, the
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modern protesters offer a donation, a
signature and if they’re lucky, a day
off from work to attend a rally.
Thoreau also wrote, “If you are
cheated out of a single dollar by your
neighbor, you do not rest satisfied
with knowing that you are cheated, or
with saying that you are cheated, or
even with petitioning him to pay you
your due; but you take effectual steps
at once to obtain the full amount, and
see that you are never cheated again.
Action from principle — the perception and the performance of right —
changes things and relations.”
There’s little doubt that
Wednesday’s audience at the Save
Mart Center believed they were
cheated. Co-organizer of the Fresno
Tea Party, Steve Wayte, said we’ve been
paying undue interest to the Federal
Reserve for more than 25 years. That’s
a long time to feel cheated and still pay
into it, much less remedy the situation.
Perhaps our principles are not as
strong as we would like them to be. I’m
willing to concede that tax increases,
even earmarks, have eventual benefits
to the economy and our livelihoods.
But I’ve been paying into a war I disagree with for the last six years. Yes,
that makes me a hypocrite.
Thoreau believed more than anybody in the wisdom and convictions
of the minority and that those convictions should lead people to action.
For him, sacrificing his physical
freedom was a more effectual option
than appealing to the government for
change. I think we could learn something from that.
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print edition of The
Collegian next Friday
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New question:

What do you think of attempts to
eliminate piracy?
COMMENT: The Collegian is a forum
for student expression. Readers can
answer this week’s question at
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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Web-Spe@k Question:

‘What’s your favorite Vintage Days
attraction?’

“B

eer gardens.”

Response:

‘The cost of graduating’

“A

lthough it does not seem like much
money, for some, it is. I am a senior
along with my sister and neither of us is
planning on attending graduation. We
are also both first time college graduates
from our family. For those effected by the
economy it isn’t really a happy time but a
time of worry.”

Response:

‘Students will vote on senator pay’

“T

he issue is that a lot of students
cannot balance the time it takes to
be a senator with working a job, therefore you get that same type of people.
That’s why you see a lot of Smitty’s
and well-to-do people on the board.
Obviously this is not all of them, and no
disrespect to anybody on scholarship,
but paying the senators could even the
playing field.”

“O

n a purely political scale, this is
sheer idiocy. The economy is in
a crunch, student fees are being raised,
ASI is reviled across campus and they
have the nerve to ask the students to pay
Senators. You have to give the students
a reason to reward you, and after a year
of alcohol scandal they haven’t accomplished that at all. Good going ASI team,
you’ve given the students another reason
to respect you even less.”

Response:

‘NBA’s ‘Noche Latina’ singles out
minorities’

“D

idn’t the SF Giants begin the
whole craze with ‘Los Gigantes’?
This country will never progress until
people realize they are Americans first,
simply drop the hyphen and drop their
obsession they profess for a homeland
they freely chose to leave. ”

The Collegian reserves the right to edit material for length, content, spelling and grammar,
as well as the right to refuse publication of any
material submitted. All material submitted to The
Collegian becomes property of The Collegian. We
would like to encourage readers to continue to
submit their ideas and opinions. We look forward
to a lively and open discussion with our readers.

Local Advertising Manager
Advertising Coordinator
National Advertising Manager
Special Projects
Special Projects
Special Projects
Art Director
Assistant Art Director
Distribution Manager
Accountancy Assistant
Business Manager/Online Adviser
Faculty Adviser
Advertising Instructor

Christina Johnson
Stacia Sturman
Thomas Rouse
Enrique Loera
Landon Reda
Tiana Durso
Michael Uribes
Brandon Ocegueda
Savannah West
Pasindu Samarasekera
Virginia Sellars-Erxleben
Jefferson Beavers
Jan Edwards

Features
The

Collegian

Word of the Day

ghetto upgrade
When you are flying economy on a near
empty flight and can lay across an entire
row of seats.
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From UrbanDictionary.com

Super Lucky
Catz

Paid Advertisement

7KH3XUSRVH2I
7KH5HIHUHQGXP

Local band fuses jazz, rock and pop
By Kaley Delarosa
The Collegian
The Super Lucky Catz have a hard
time describing their own music.
Eclectic sounds, voice and lyrics put the
group in a musical genre all its own.
This Saturday at 1 p.m. during Vintage
Days, Fresno State students and the
community will have the opportunity
to hear the band’s unique style.
Lead singer Robert Barron-Gushel,
known locally as “The Voice,” brings
old school sounds similar to Stevie
Wonder and Marvin Gaye to mind.
Coupled with the distinctive musical
styles of guitarist Brandon Yoshida
and bassist Shadow Garza, the band’s
sound intermingles jazz, rock and pop
offering a similar feel to the laid back
tunes of Jack Johnson and Jason Mraz.
Barron-Gushel, Yoshida and Garza,
the band’s three core members, work in
collaboration to write all of the Super
Lucky Catz’ music and lyrics. While
the three remain constant in all performances and recordings, they often
enlist the talents of a drummer, a saxophone player and a backup singer to
create their unique sound.
The group’s goal is to keep their
music positive and encouraging.
“Music can build a bridge between all
people and all demographics,” BarronGushel said. “We bring people together.
We want to cut the barriers.”
Barron-Gushel said the Super Lucky
Catz’ songs focus on real human emotions.
“We don’t write about women or cars
or getting drunk,” Barron-Gushel said.
“Our music is representative of our
lives and with life comes a lot of different emotions.”
He also said their lyrics are playful,
and that the catchy melodies are easy to
dance along to.
The themes of most of their songs are
love, lack of love, relationships, friendships and the hope for a better world.
Songs like “We All Live Together” and

“Fight No More” represent the group’s
mission to make the world a better
place, while tracks such as “Luna” and
“Dance” represent love and hope.
Barron-Gushel and Yoshida started
out by performing covers of other artists. They soon realized they had a
passion for song writing and began
writing and recording their own
music. Over time, they recruited new
talents and sounds until the band
grew to the six-member ensemble
perfor ming and recording today.
Each member of the band is as unique
as their music and their name, which
stemmed from a time when BarronGushel and Yoshida played covers with
a Japanese group called Maneki Neko.
The group was named after a popular
symbolic cat found on Japanese items
such as Sake, which means Lucky Cat
and eventually grew to the name Super
Lucky Catz.
Barron-Gushel said Yoshida is athletic and described himself as a “big guy”
who enjoys eating and hanging out
with friends. Even though the members
of the Super Lucky Catz are very different, their passion for music brings
them together.
All of the members were born and
raised in Fresno and the band tries to
play locally as often as possible.
“We like to stay local because we live
her and this is our home,” BarronGushel said.
Even though the Super Lucky Catz
tried their hand at “American Idol”
and “America’s Got Talent,” their motivation is not fame or money.
“We just love playing music,” BarronGushel said.
Yoshida said playing in the band has
become like a second job. “It’s not a
hobby anymore, but that’s a good thing.
It’s fun but also challenging,” he said.
“When we are playing live and I get to
see people singing the songs and enjoying the music, it makes it all worth it.”
For more infor mation or to hear
their music visit: MySpace.com/
SuperLuckyCatz or slcband.com
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The daily crossword
ACROSS
1 Butterflies’ cousins
6 29th state
10 Con game
14 Community character
15 Emulate a mouse or
beaver
16 Tag along
17 Cry uncle
20 Width of Tripoli?
21 Likewise
22 Ambulance attachments
23 Canal maker
26 Folk knowledge
27 “Desperate Housewivesî
is one
32 Most people, statistically
34 Dandelion or goldenrod,
e.g.
35 Country group Diamond
___
36 ‘Up Where We Belong,’
e.g.
37 Gave dinner to
38 Gold-covered
39 Americaís first regulatory
agcy.
40 Irish Rose’s lover
42 Accent
44 Major depression out
West?
47 ‘It ___ over ‘til it’s over’
48 Assisted in a bad way
51 Hair care concoction
54 Troop troupe, briefly
55 Prefix for the birds
56Top-notch
60 Captain Hook’s righthand man
61 Run without moving

Edited by Timothy E. Parker
Universal Press Syndicate

“A clean mind” by Carson Benny
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PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2008, All Rights Reserved.

62 Bring to the attention of
63 Trueheart of the comics
64 “1-2-3, 1-2-3,” e.g.
65 Full of attitude
DOWN
1 Allocated (with “out”)
2 Not this or that

Page 5

3 Suit type
4 “Yoo-___!”
5 Colorado Springs-to-Santa
Fe direction
6 Pay no attention to
7 In the know about
8 Baby’s cry
9 Impressive, to teens

10 Passes the plate?
11 “The Battle Hymn of the
Republic” writer
12 Last word spoken at
night, for many
13 Diner where Alice works
18 Newsy nuggets
19 Hackneyed, as a joke
24 Quaint oath
25 “Of all the ___ joints …”
26Violated a commandment
28 Word from a bird
29 Gives freshmen introduction, say
30 Afflicts
31 Ante holders
32 Access for a collier
33 ‘Parting is ___ sweet sorrow’
37 Official proclamation
38 Abrasive particles
40 Respond to the rooster
41 Nonpaying gig
42 Dutch footwear
43 ‘Ash-Wednesday’ monogram
45 They may be in stitches
46 Short-legged hound
49 Civil rights activist
Medgar
50 Unsportsmanlike
51 More than half
52 ‘You want a piece ___?’
53 Salt Lake City hoopsters
54 Modern bookmarks
57 ‘Cyan’ finish
58 ‘That ___ then’
59 ___ riguer (to the fullest
extent)

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Quote of the Day
“Crowded classrooms and half-day sessions
are a tragic waste of our greatest national
resource, the minds of our children.”
— Walt Disney,
American cartoonist
From BrainyQuote.com
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(GLWRULDO$SSOLFDWLRQ'HDGOLQHLV7XHV$SU
$SSOLFDWLRQVRQOLQHDW
FROOHJLDQFVXIUHVQRHGXDERXWDSSO\
RUDW7KH&ROOHJLDQRIILFHLQ6$
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The top 10 tight ends
Pascoe looking to break into NFL at draft
By Dan Pompei
McClatchy Tribune
The 2009 NFL is full of talent at the
tight end position.
Here is a peak at the Top 10 in the
draft class — without former Fresno
State tight end Bear Pascoe.
1. Brandon Pettigrew, Oklahoma
State
He is easily the best combination
blocker/receiver in the draft. He has
excellent hands, but he is not a fluid
runner. He was unimpressive at the
combine. Pettigrew plays the game with
an attitude. He is a little unrefined but
has the potential to improve. He was a
captain in college and he plays like you
want a leader to play.
2. Jared Cook, South Carolina
This junior will be drafted as a tight
end, but he really has not proven he
can do everything an NFL tight end
is asked to do. Cook plays in a spread
offense and rarely is asked to block inline. Yet he is an outstanding athlete
who has had excellent workouts. A former wide receiver, he has soft hands
and big-play ability. Cook gets knocked
around on his pass routes at times.
3 . S h aw n N e l s o n , S o u t h e r n
Mississippi
This is an athletic tight end who is
more receiver than blocker. Nelson does
have the potential at least to be a functional blocker although it’s unlikely he
ever will be a weapon in the run game.
He can create mismatches against linebackers and safeties.
4. Travis Beckum, Wisconsin
A good receiver who knows how to
run routes and find seams. He can
stretch the field and is dangerous after
the catch. As a blocker, Beckum is not
very powerful at the point. He can wall
off and cut off the backside pursuit,
but hasn’t been a lead blocker. Beckum
is smaller (6 feet 4 inches, 235 pounds)
than you would like. Scouts compare
him to 2008 first-round pick Dustin
Kellar.
5. James Casey, Rice
A former Chicago White Sox farmhand, Casey is an excellent athlete who
can run and catch. The underclassman

also has been tried at defensive end,
quarterback and wide receiver and
once played seven positions in a game.
Casey has a feel for getting open. He
lacks the girth (6-4, 235) and power to be
effective in-line so might be best as an
H-back.
6. Cameron Morrah, California
This junior is a nice combination
tight end who puts together blocking
potential with receiving ability. He
needs to get stronger and become more
physical, but is a willing blocker who
can develop. As a receiver, he can run
by most linebackers.
7. Cornelius Ingram, Florida
He is a very gifted receiver who can
make big plays. A savvy route runner with speed who catches almost
everything and gets yards after the
catch. He has had a hard time staying
healthy and he missed the 2008 season
with a torn ACL. When he last played,
he weighed 225 and he hardly ever was
asked to block in-line. He has added
more than 20 pounds since then, which
could improve his blocking potential
and/or take away from his abilities as
a receiver.
8. Chase Coffman, Missouri
This is a tall (6-6) tight end with a
great catching radius and soft hands.
He is not a real sudden or speedy runner, but he has a knack for getting open,
especially against zones. He wins jump
balls. Coffman has not been asked to
block much so that element of his game
is an unknown. He is hard worker with
NFL genes _ his father Paul played
tight end for the Packers and Chiefs.
9. Richard Quinn, North Carolina
He may be the best blocking tight end
in the draft. Quinn has the toughness
to be used as a “sixth” offensive lineman, and the quickness to get out and
take care of linebackers. He is not a
very quick or elusive route runner, and
his hands are average.
10. Darius Hill, Ball State
Scouts see him as more of a big
receiver than a tight end so don’t expect
much from him as a blocker. At 6-6, he
is built like a string bean (246 pounds)
and needs to improve his strength.
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Bear Pascoe is projected to be a fifth to seventh round pick in next Saturday’s NFL Draft. The
tight end scored 10 career touchdowns for the Bulldogs.

WILLIS: Book out in June
CONTINUED from page 8
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Coach Mike Batesole allegedly had a physical confrontation with sophomore Trent Soares in ’08.

being slaved over au gratis by the
author). This book needs to sell and
“The Bulldog possible dislike of Mike
Batesole” just isn’t as sexy as “The
Bulldog Mutiny”.
Also, it doesn’t really hold to logic
that this sort of unrest would coincide
with tremendous on-field success.
Delving ever further, we find that
Taylor didn’t attend a single game at
the 2008 CWS, and as of yet is not commenting on the issues his book raises.
To be fair, the administration and
Batesole have not denied the shoving
story. It may very well have happened,
but this is far from a mutiny, and I’ve
heard many racier and more interesting behind-the-scenes stories from
my buddies who played high school
football.
The book hasn’t been released yet,
and may prove to be more groundshaking than I suspect. However,

seeing as how Batesole hasn’t been
suspended or reprimanded in any way
thus far, it seems unlikely.
And as long as nothing major comes
of it, the team should thank Taylor.
This is America, and no big extraordinary event ever gets by here without a
few conspiracy theories popping up. In
this respect, Mr. Taylor has confirmed
just how great and unusual last summer’s “Cinderella run” really was.
Be warned. Elvis and Tupac are
still alive, we never went to the moon,
Ronald Reagan ordered the CIA to
put crack in the ghettos and now the
2008 Fresno State baseball team had
a secret mutiny against their head
coach. What exciting company to be in!
So when June rolls around you
should buy the book, read it, grab
some friends, light up a few cigars
under dim light and commence discussing the eerie possibilities behind
the Wonderdogs. We here in the media
desperately need your contribution.
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Tennis prepares for WAC Tourney
By Haisten Willis
The Collegian
For many, playing tennis in
Honolulu sounds like a heavenly getaway from life’s challenges. But for the Fresno
State Men’s Tennis team, it’s
the culminating point of their
season.
The team only plays three
more matches before the
Western Athletic Conference
Tournament in Hawaii, and it
is working hard to end the season on a good note.
“The players are playing
well, we’re 14-7 right now. As
a whole we’ve had a good season. We play three in Boise,
and then it’s on to Hawaii,”
head coach Jay Udwadia said.
“It’s a quick turnaround, and
we’ve got to clean up a little
bit; stay loose.”
The team currently ranks
No. 46 nationally and swept
No. 52 Pacific 7-0 in its latest
match. Before that the team
beat two nationally ranked
individual opponents en route
to an eventual loss to No. 8

Stanford.
Other season highlights
include winning their last six
home matches in a row and
a win over No. 42 San Diego
State in February.
The Bulldogs next face No. 19
Boise State and No. 66 Nevada,
the only other ranked teams
in the WAC, in a three-match
stretch on April 17 and 18. The
WAC Tournament starts April
23.
Udwadia made his team’s
goals clear.
“T hat’s always the goal
for us, to win the WAC. It’s
very competitive,” Udwadia
said. “We always want to win
the conference and see how
far we can go in the NCAA
Tournament.”
The team boasts only one
senior, Rudy Siwy, of the Czech
Republic. Siwy ranks No. 59
nationally among individuals
and is the team captain. He
took to the home court for the
final time in the match against
Pacific.
“Rudy’s been a great player
for us. He’s moved up the lad-

DEFENSE:

Harrell
key part
for 2009
CONTINUED from page 8
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Rudy Siwy is the only senior on the No. 46 Fresno State men’s tennis team.

der through the years and he’s
highly ranked,” Udwadia said.
“I’m glad to see him achieve so
such here not only tennis wise
but academically.”
Siwy’s leadership will play
an important role if the team
is going to beat Boise State
and Nevada and win the WAC
Tour nament on the island.
Beyond that, the ’Dogs hope
for a big run and the NCAA

Tournament and look forward
to next year.
While Siwy is undoubtedly
one of the team’s best players,
Udwadia is confident the team
will play well again next season.
“It’s nice, we’re only losing
one player,” Udwadia said.
“Regardless of what happens,
we’re going to be strong for
next year.”

were teaching me. It’s been
very helpful now during
spring ball.”
If Harrell isn’t learning
from Ike and Monga, he
has his father Robert and
his godfather, NFL Hall
of Fame lineman Jack
Youngblood, teaching him
the game.
Robert Har rell played
f o r t h e U n ive r s i t y o f
Florida from 1969-1972 and
was an All-Southeastern
Conference freshman selection.
“My whole life, I’ve been
growing up around football,” Harrell said. “Just
hearing stories from both
Jack and my dad, they
always tell me that football
has really changed since
back then. But they tell me
a lot, especially about the
mentality you have to have
with the game. Having a
good mental status is a huge
part of the game, especially
when you are getting tired
in games.”
Plemons has been content
with the play of Harrell
and the rest of the defense,
but feels it’s still a work in
progress.
“I’ve been pleased with
them,” Plemons said. “It’s
not there yet, but it’s moving forward. Defensively,
we ’ re b e l i ev i n g i n t h e
scheme, we’re playing really hard, and we’re rallying
to the football faster.”
Plemons, however, had
to address the seven-letter
word beginning with the
letter “S”, especially since
the defense is seen chest
bumping and celebrating
after every defensive stop.
“I don’t think we’ve
ear ned a swagger yet,”
Plemons said. “We haven’t
done anything yet; I think
swagger will be here next
year.”

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In
Fresno. 100% Free To Join! Click
On Surveys.

FOR RENT/SALE
FREE RENT, FREE LOCK
Call Alluvial Mini-Storage at 4314840 and ask about our summer
break specials!

EVENTS
HARLAN RANCH COMMUNITY
YARD SALE
Over 50 Homes
168 and Shepherd Ave.
7:00 a.m. April 16th
Maps Available at Community Center

Sports
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Student-athlete of the week
Outside hitter Jake Wiens
The junior led the Fresno State club men’s
volleyball team to a national title over spring
break. Wiens was the tournament MVP for
the second straight year.
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Defense builds confidence
After difficult 2008
campaign, ’Dogs’
defense is ready to
right the ship in ’09

Not quite
a ‘Mutiny’
for Batesole
and crew

By Lorenzo Reyna
The Collegian
The Bulldog defense may not be developing a swagger, but they have gotten
the best out of the offense at spring
football practice.
All 11 defenders can be seen chasing down ball carriers, pressuring the
quarterback, and creating turnovers
when lining up against the offense.
The man behind changing the culture of the defense is new coordinator
Randy Stewart.
“The development of the defense
has been outstanding,” Stewart said.
“We’ve improved our ability against
the run. We’ve dramatically improved
in playing team defense. We’re on
track as long as we can be consistent
and keep improving, improving and
improving.”
Stewart spent his last seven seasons
coaching the defensive backs under the
late Dan Brown. He was promoted to
defensive coordinator in the spring of
2009 as part of a major reshuffling of
the coaching staff.
Stewart has been able to get some of
his defenders to take on a more versatile role with the new defense.
“We got a couple guys at each position (moving around),” Stewart said.
“The inside defensive linemen has gotten flipped with both tackles. We got
an edge guy in the front that’s got to
move inside. We got a linebacker that
plays outside a little bit that has to kick
inside. From a depth standpoint, we’re
pretty steady and solid in the secondary. We’re flipping some guys and we’re
getting a lot of work from a lot of the
guys.”
Stewart has been most impressed
with the players believing in each other
and playing with a sense of togetherness.
“I think they’re starting to gradually build more and more confidence
in themselves and more importantly,
confidence in the guy next to them,”
Stewart said. “We haven’t had a lot of
situations where it comes down to one
guy making the play, and that means
you’re playing good team defense.”
Logan Harrell has been one defender
who has stood out against the offense
by anchoring the defensive line.
“We’ve definitely progressed since
last season,” Harrell said. “You can see

The Upper Upper Deck
Haisten Willis

F

former starters Jon Monga and Ikenna
Ike.
“I learned a lot from them when I first
got here in the summer,” Harrell said.
“Starting from there, they showed me
the ropes all the way up to when Monga
got injured at Toledo and I had to go in.
That’s when it really kicked in, starting to do everything that the seniors

or those who always associate the word “pirate” with
the internet, news that reallife pirates had hijacked a ship on
the high seas near Somalia was a bit
of a shock.
Now it appears that real pirates
are hitting home, as a new book
by former Fresno TV anchor Dan
Taylor titled, “The Bulldog Mutiny,”
is set to be released in June. It
details, among other things, the
apparent sentiment against Captain
Batesole by pitching coach Mike
Mayne and a shoving incident
involving outfielder Trent Soares
during the historic rise the team
made at last year’s College World
Series (CWS).
Who knew such evil underpinnings lurked in the midst of the
greatest run in CWS history? Who
could guess that Mike Batesole’s
understated personality masks a
violent nature which led players to
overthrow his regime?
How exciting! How scandalous!
But, as the great Lee Corso says, not
so fast my friend. There are a few
minor problems with all of this.
Namely, there was never an actual mutiny.
Dictionary.com defines mutiny as
“revolt or rebellion against constituted authority, especially by sailors
against their officers.” Obviously,
whether or not the team liked
Batesole, they never actually staged
a revolt (though that truly would
have been a “historic rise”).
Then there are the underlying
details. As noted earlier, the book
is by a former TV anchor, with
emphasis on the ‘former.’ Sad as it
is, media members from all walks
of life are getting laid off and taking pay cuts (this very column is

See DEFENSE, Page 7

See WILLIS, Page 6
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Without defensive linemen Jon Monga and Ikenna Ike, sophomore Logan Harrell, left, will be playing a larger role for the defense under recently promoted defensive coordinator Randy Stewart.

it.”
Harrell credits his defensive line
coach Will Plemons for being instrumental in the development of the fourman front.
“Coach Plemons is doing a great job
with all of us,” Harrell said. “He does a
good job working with all of us; we’ve
learned a lot from him.”
Harrell didn’t just receive tutelage
from Plemons, he also learned from
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