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Finding
a Spot

Zone 1
Lot Q
• Building access: North Gym, IT,
Engineering West, Engineering East,
Social Science, McKee Fisk, Family &
Food Science, Psych/Human Services,
Ag Mechanics, McLane Hall
• Number of classes MWF 10-12: 57
• Number of students MWF 10-12:
2,033
• Number of parking spots: 1,105
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Zone 1 has the highest density during
peak hours, with 2,033 students competing for 1,105 parking spots.

Zone 2

Lots P, J, T and Y
• Building access: Ag Science, Science 2, Science,
Peters Business
• Number of classes MWF 10-12: 31
• Number of students MWF 10-12: 1,037
• Number of parking spots: 777

Zone 3
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Lot A and Save Mart Center Lot 1
• Building Access: Conley Art, Speech Arts
• Number of classes MWF 10-12: 9
• Number of students MWF 10-12: 284
• Number of parking spots: 1,241
Zone 3 has a low density during peak hours and does
not service campus housing.

Lots G and S
• Building access: South Gym, Residence
Halls, Madden Library
• Number of classes MWF 10-12: 1
• Number of students MWF 10-12: 47
• Number of parking spots: 866
Zone 5 has the lowest density during
peak hours, but also services campus
housing.

By Jessica Dugan
The Collegian
Before she moved to an
apartment across from campus, Jessica Freligh had a
problem with parking.
“I always used the business
school parking lot, Lot J,” said
Freligh, a business major.
“I would usually go to the
front and realize there were
no spots and park in the back
or in the Save Mart Center
[lot]. However, this caused me
a few parking tickets because
I work on campus until 5 p.m.
and the cars are supposed to
be out of the Save Mart parking lot by 3 p.m. and I had no
time to move my car.”
As Freligh alluded, there
is often a consensus among
students at F resno State
that there is a lack of park-
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Zone 5

Zone 4
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The Collegian informally counted parking spaces
allotted toward student and visitor parking individually in each lot. Each building was then grouped
with the parking lot(s) that a student seemed most
likely to use to gain closest access to their class.
Parking meters, faculty parking, and the rest of the
Save Mart Center lots are not included in the breakdown. Class locations and enrollment information
came from the Academic Scheduling Office.

ing, which causes headaches
and tardiness in classes.
According to an analysis
by The Collegian, however,
the problem lies not in the
amount of parking available,
but where most students have
their classes in relation to the
parking.
According to the Academic
Scheduling Office, from 10
a.m. to noon on Mondays,
Wednesdays and F ridays
(MWF) this semester, there are
4,115 students attending classes. The campus, in a recent
count by The Collegian, offers
roughly 5,140 parking spots
sprawled across 11 lots. Those
numbers do not reflect the
four areas of parking meters,
but does count the front lot of
the Save Mart Center.
Theoretically, then, every
student would have some-

where to park.
The trouble is that the class
locations for nearly half of
those students attending classes at peak MWF times are in
buildings located near the Q
parking lot on the northwest
end of campus. This means
that the 1,105 parking spots
there have to accommodate
twice the number of students
attending classes in that area.
A similar overflow problem
occurs around lots T, Y and J.
Public Information Officer
Amy Armstrong said she is
aware that lots Q, J and A are
used the heaviest, but notes
that other lots are underused.
“The Save Mart Center is
generous in letting us use that
front lot, but we don’t technically need them.” Armstrong
said. “Lot S and the Save
Mart lot are the same differ-

Lots C, V and E
• Building access: Music, Kremen Education, Lab
Science
• Number of classes MWF 10-12: 21
• Number of students MWF 10-12: 714
• Number of parking spots: 1,062

ence to the middle of campus.
Students just think it’s a longer walk to park in S because
they have to cross Cedar
Avenue.”
During the construction in
Lot V last year near Shaw and
Woodrow avenues, Armstrong
herself parked in Lot S along
Bulldog Lane, near the football stadium. She said she
wasn’t going to ask students to
park in Lot S if she wouldn’t
do it herself. Armstrong said
that Lot V is still actually one
of the most underused lots
available, along with S and Y,
which is located on the east
side of O’Neill Park on the
northeast side of campus.
“People want the front row,
but that’s not always available,” Armstrong said. “My
grandma does the same thing
at the mall.”

Michael Weinstock, a viticulture major, gets to campus
up to a half an hour before
his class starts in order to get
a parking spot in Lot Q. He
rarely resorts to parking in
the back, but instead decides
to wait for students to walk
to their cars in order to claim
their spots. He does not do the
same thing at the mall, unless
parking is sparse.
Jessica Freligh, the business major, as patient as she is
on campus, is equally patient
when parking at other places.
“If I see people walking to
their car, I’ll wait,” Freligh
said. “Otherwise, I’ll just park
in the back.”
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Parking renovations University considering
adding parking structures
could raise fees
Student parking passes may go
from $68 per semester to $136
By Danielle Gilbert
The Collegian
A proposed parking structure on the west end of campus
will increase parking permit
fees, once the structure opens
in 2012.
Although raising the price
of the parking pass might not
pertain to most of the current
student body, it is our feedback
that is being taken into consideration.
Students have been asked to
let their voice be heard by taking an online survey or attending one of three focus groups
regarding the Master Plan.
“The focus group and
online survey are some of
the components of the alternative consultation process
that we are doing this semester,” Administrative Project
Coordinator Tom Gaf fery
said.
If the Master Plan doesn’t
sound familiar, you’re not
alone.
The Master Plan is a proposition to build a university
campus that supports the new
California.
T h e p ro j e c t s w i l l m a ke
optimal use to accommodate
growth and improve pedestrian circulation through
new roadways and parking
structures. Surely, this plan
for excellence wouldn’t be possible without resources.
The only revenue for parking
is the revenue that it makes
itself. For that reason parking
permit fees are the only source
of income that can be used to
build the structure.
The Campus Fee Advisory
Committee has been presenting “alter native consultations” to clubs and organizations. However, according to
CSU Executive Order 740 it is
required that the president
may alter certain fees and
“is responsible for assuring
that appropriate consultation
occurs prior to adjusting any
fee.”
“The online survey and
focus groups are not being
used to determine if the structure will be built,” social work
graduate Hector Cerda said.
“The administrators of this
campus already have a predestined outcome and are falsely
using data collection from students to justify the green light
to build a parking structure.”
But Administrator Cynthia
Teniente-Matson said that student input does play a role in
the decision, even if the university president has the final
say.
“The Campus Fee Advisory
Committee reviews student
input and makes a recommendation to the president who
will ultimately make the final
decision,” Teniente-Matson
said.
However, if the majority of
the students were against the
Master Plan, the president
could still vow to go forward

with construction with the
chancellor’s consent.
The president will review
the information by the end of
this semester.
If the parking structure isn’t
built the campus would likely
run out of parking by 2015,
there could be student restrictions on bringing cars to campus and vehicular congestion
will increase according to a
flyer issued by Administrative
Services.
Nevertheless, “It could also
be a solution for the next 25
years,” Teniente-Matson said.
Additional student parking
on the west end of campus
could improve traffic circulation and enhance access off
Barstow Ave.
Lots A and J, K and L and the
Save Mart Center are all potential sites for the new parking
structure.
Reports from a traffic planner indicated that Barstow
Ave. at Cedar Ave. is the busiest crossroad with 30 percent
of all vehicles driving through
the intersection daily.
A student parking consultation video showed a simulation of the parking structure
on Barstow Ave. and Campus
Drive. The three level infrastructure will contain approximately 1300 stalls which would
create a net gain of 970 student
parking spaces.
According to Gaffery, if the
parking structure is approved
a semester parking per mit
would cost $136 which would
in return raise the Fall 2009/
Spring 2010 pass to $272. All
parking fees are not subject to
change until after the structure is complete.
A comparison to campuses of similar size was
made to validate the inflation; CSU Northridge $162,
CSU Fullerton $162 and CSU
Sacramento $153.
“Administrators consistently made the argument that our
campus needs to be like other
campuses that charge more
for their parking fees,” Cerda
said. “Comparing our campus
to others is unjust because the
average student income and
poverty levels for the counties
that other CSU’s serve haven’t
been taken into consideration.”
“If we are being compared
to other schools why don’t we
have a 24-hour library like Sac
State?,” Cerda said.
Certainly nothing is finalized, yet.
Today at 2:30 p.m. in USU
room 309 will be the last focus
group regarding the Master
Plan.
Give your feedback and get
your free gift for attending
while supplies last.
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to campus’ landscape
By Jessica Dugan
The Collegian

Fresno State has outlined
renovations to campus parking in the university’s 10- and
20-year master plans. Before
2017, the campus will see
three proposed parking structures built over existing lots
K, A and E.
As of now, the total number
and location of lots will mostly stay how they are. Whether
the plans to alleviate parking
congestion are geographically on the mark — and
whether or not students will
be willing to pay for the plans
— remains to be seen.
According to the master
plans, in 10 years the university will improve overflow
problem in Lot Q in the northwest by building a new structure in the adjacent Lot K.
Students, though, will have to
wait 20 years for a structure
over Lot J in the northeast.
The congestion in the northeast lots T, Y and J will be further cleared up by the 20-year
plan, as Lot J will also get a
parking structure. Lot C in
the southeast has a structure
planned to be erected as well,
while lot D near the library,
which is designated for faculty and staff, will be replaced
with buildings along the way,

to reduce traffic inside the
campus.
The other planned structures will go up over parking lots that currently see no
need for additions.
Students have mixed reactions to how the structure
may improve the parking.
“I think a parking structure
or garage is a great idea,”
Jessica Freligh, a business
major, said.
“I personally enjoy parking
a floor or two up so that I am
close to the stairs on the second floor and get down faster
than circling.”
Others are not so sure the
structures will affect them
and will continue to wait for
other students to leave their
spots.
“It may open some parking up,” viticulture major
Michael Weinstock said. “But
it will be too far away from
any of my classes or work for
me to park there. My parking
habits will probably stay the
same.”
The university’s public
infor mation of ficer, Amy
Armstrong, believes that the
best way for the structures to
work is for them to be loaded
and unloaded properly, preferable with multiple entry
and exit ways.
“ T h e c o m p l a i n t s m ay

change,” Ar mstrong said.
“But at least we can offer
something to the students for
the fee.”
The fee Armstrong is referring to is that in order to build
and maintain the structures,
the price for parking passes,
daily passes, and parking
meters will rise.
Parking tickets, however, do
not play a part in the pot for
parking maintenance.
Though Fresno State is currently on the low spectrum of
paying when it comes to passes, Armstrong said that those
California State University
campuses with structures
pay more than triple than students here do.
On this issue, students were
united in their reactions.
Freligh said: “I think tripling the price of parking
passes is a terrible and scary
idea. Many students complain
about the price of students’
fees already and there potentially would be an uproar
if the already expensive for
college student parking pass
were to triple.”
We i n s t o c k s a i d : “ T h a t
would suck. I would probably
stop driving and get a bike.”
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RT @907KFSR @fresnostatenews:
Campus entities now on Twitter
By Christy Collet
The Collegian
Twitter asks its users one
simple question; “What are
you doing?”
In 140 characters or less
Twitter’s users can respond,
or “tweet,” in a variety of
ways. Whether it’s updating
their followers with their
mood, sending a link to a
new site they found online,
or responding to questions
posted by others, Twitter’s
users are in endless contact
with each other.
While Twitter is a popular social network among
friends, family members
and coworkers, it is also
being adapted into a way to
promote a service or supply
news.
In January of this year,
Fresno State’s 90.7 KFSR
began using Twitter to associate with its listeners.
“It is another way for us
to connect with the community, remind people who we
are, what we do, and involve
them in the process,” Joe
Moore, station manager at
90.7 KFSR, said. “We’re very
much a community oriented
radio station, grass roots
style, and Twitter allows us
to make those connections in

a new format.”
With anywhere between
five and 10 “tweets” sent out
in one day, 90.7 KFSR’s followers are able to keep up to
date with what is going on at
the station.
Because the answers to
Twitter’s only question must
be under 140 characters the
information can be sent via
text message, instant message, or the web.
Simplicity has played an
important role in the success
of Twitter.
“It has been really easy
to learn and use,” Shirley
Armbruster, the director of
University Communications
said.
Armbruster is in charge of
updates at another Fresno
State entity using Twitter,
Fresno State News. While
Fresno State News is new to
Twitter, with a launch date
of March 5, Armbruster is
already seeing the benefits
of using Twitter as a way to
network.
“It offers a quick and easy
opportunity to get tidbits of
information about the university out, with links to
provide more information,”
Armbruster said.
Fresno State News is sending out around two to three

“tweets” in a day. With less
than 40 followers at this time
Fresno State News’ “tweets”
aren’t being seen by as many
users as 90.7 KFSR, who has
around 120 followers.
But that isn’t discouraging Armbruster. “I checked
Twitter for local news entities, but other than that I’m
letting people come to us.
And they are! Almost every
time I send out a Tweet, we
get a new follower.”
Twitter’s users are not
expected to respond to any
updates, which means users
can step in and out of the
flow of information as it fits
them. Twitter’s users are
in control of whose updates
they receive, when they
receive them, and on what
device.
All of Twitter’s features
allow for Fresno State students to receive important
infor mation about what’s
going on around campus,
on their cell phone, on their
time. Student’s don’t have
to reply, or even initiate the
conversation, all students
need to do is follow, because a
student’s life is busy enough
as it is.
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UCLA professor to lecture
on veils, the East and the West
By Bryan Grace
The Collegian
An award-winning scholar from
UCLA will speak tonight on the practice of veiling women prior to Islam
in the Engineering East building room
191.
Sponsored by the College of Social
Sciences in association with the
Gender and History Lecture series.
Amy Richlin, a Classics professor from
UCLA will be speaking in a lecture
titled “The Veil Before Islam.”
“I will be talking about one big way
in which people now living in what
we think of as the ‘West,’ have defined
what we think of as the ‘East’ — the
veiling of women,” Richlin said.
Richlin will touch on the cultures,
who also practiced Western traditions,
that practiced veiling before Islam did.
“You can see the whole idea of West
and East shaping up in classical antiquity. There was a point at which the

“T

here was a point at which
the West was considered
strange, hostile and threating
by the same Greeks we think of
as the origin of Western civilization.”
— Amy Richlin,
UCLA Professor of Classics

West was considered strange, hostile,
and threatening by the same Greeks
we think of as at the origin of Western
civilization,” Richlin said.
Overall Richlin will discuss topics
such as Orientalism not originally
being about Islam at all, and how
Islamic traditions are in fact akin to
Western traditions in the practice of
the veiling of women.
In that the traditions one may practice is similar to that of Islamic traditions.
Richlin has published numerous
articles on sex and gender in antiquity,
the history of sexuality, and feminist
theory.
Richlin has a bachelor’s degree from
Princeton and then her master’s from
Yale.
She also won awards from National
E n d ow m e n t fo r t h e H u m a n i t i e s
Fellowship and the Women's Classical
Caucus article prize.
Richlin teaches underg raduate
courses such as comedy, Roman law,
women’s history, Roman civilization
and Latin language and literature.
Her graduate courses include "Roman
History and the Theory of History"
and "Sex and Gender in the Ancient
Mediterranean."
Richlin also serves as the graduate
director at UCLA.
The lecture, “The Veil Before Islam,”
takes place on Weds., March 25, at 4
p.m.
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That’s What the People Are Saying
Twitter takeover: random information, random thoughts

“W

e just fed the nation 15 [years] of evil soup.
Now we're throwing up.”
—MC Hammer, time.com
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End lack of student voice
I

ndifference is one of the clearest
signs of ignorance. This particular attitude of indifference
usually comes from the belief that one
will not be affected by whatever the
attitude is directed at.
This can be seen clearly with Fresno
State students when it comes to the
lack of interest in our own student
government. Thinking the activities
involving ASI, the acting student
government, do not impact the average Fresno State student, can be seen
stemming from a lack of information,
rather than an idea based on truth.
Beyond student representation, student government serves to fight and
uphold student rights to make sure the
resources allocated to our university
are used in the best way possible. In a
time when state and CSU deficits are
shaking our university with cutbacks,
freezes and class reductions, it is
extremely important the student voice
is loud and strong.
This voice becomes even more critical when the cutbacks are eminent and
thus hold the potential to impact many
Fresno State students.
In recent comments on our Web
site, students have complained of

what they perceive as student votes
ignored, specifically citing the IRA fee
increases.
The main problem rests on the
fact that only slightly over 10 percent
of students voted in that election.
Although opposed by the majority,
those that voted constituted to such
a low percentage of all students, that
it could not be said to represent the
whole of the student body. This voice
raised, was weak and thus unfortunately, unheard.
We at The Collegian believe ASI has
the ability to voice students’ interests
in all university issues and has the
potential to make sure student impact
is at the forefront of all decisions.
With effective representation, circumstances, such as budget cuts, can hopefully have minimal negative effects on
students.
However, in order to accomplish
this, it is vital that students become
involved and vote for people that are
professional and capable of managing
the representation of the student body,
as well as properly oversee the funds
granted to ASI each year.
With so many issues having the
potential to directly affect students,

it is time to make a change in these
upcoming elections. The time to stop
the indifference and become involved
is upon us.
Although the official deadline to run
for office has passed, the senate seats
for the College of Arts and Humanities
and the College of Science and
Mathematics, remain with no current
candidates. Potential senators can still
run for the seats, with the exception
that their name will not be included in
the official ballot, but may still gather
votes through write-ins.
Come this April 21-23, voting will
be even more accessible with the
switch to electronic voting. Along with
the regular polling stations around
campus, students will be able to cast
their ballots electronically, through
links located on various university
Web sites, including Blackboard and
MyFresnoState.
We urge students to voice their opinion this election. Stop the ignorance
and cast your vote.
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Lessons and love from the ‘Tao’
T

here are many things about
more than it is wiling to give, get out.
this world that I don’t quite
The easiest relationship I ever had was
understand. Often times I
the one I worried the least about, it just
wonder if my lack of knowledge is
happened and I could not explain why.
simply the result of over thinking situLike all good theories, I wanted to
ations.
back it up with proof. I looked to the
Take love for instance. Who can
Tao Te Ching for assistance. It took me
righteously proclaim with pride, ‘I
a while but I finally found what I was
V
ictoria L. Jones
understand the art of love?’ I will be
looking for, at least it felt right:
the first to admit it is not me, and it is
“The best athlete wants his oppoMe,” indicated two pages on the topic
not for lack of trying.
nent at his best. The best general
of love, with pictures. The pictures
I would like to say I have loved and
enters the mind of his enemy. The best
were of holding hands and kids hugbeen loved.
businessman serves the communal
ging, the norm. I should have guessed
The fact that I am sitting in my
good. The best leader follows the will
it. Parents, grandparents, sisters and
house alone, where I live with just my
of the people. All of them embody the
brothers, the standard givers of love
son, may speak louder than my last
virtue of non-competition. Not that
were mentioned in a six-stanza poem.
statement, but again, not
they don’t love to comfor lack of trying.
pete, but they do it in
I bear the scars of love’s
the spirit of play. In this
labor, literally. As I age,
they are like children
and watch my son grow, I
and in harmony with
hese days the griping is the central figure in my
feel the urge to revert to
the Tao.”
that innocence he wears
Love is boundless,
life, the innocence has become a memory. How
so easily; I can remember
unexplainable, and easy,
can I get a taste of that back?”
when my biggest gripe
but only if it is right.
was my bedtime, 9:00 p.m.
You cannot force love;
seeming truly unfair.
you can fake it, but not
These days the griping
for long. The innocence
is the central figure in my
of love is best left tendThe love we receive as children is
life, the innocence has become a meming to itself.
a given, we do not coddle it or worry
ory. How can I get a taste of that back?
If you’re asking yourself why this
about it straying. It is there in its truIf I am thinking too much on the
matters, the Tao Te Ching has an
est and rarest form, keeping it seems
situation then maybe I should go back
answer for that too, “The more you
effortless.
to basics. Maybe a children’s book
know the less you understand.”
But in this, just when I thought
could give me the insight to my answer.
COMMENT: The Collegian is a
I was being foolish, I realized I had
“Childcraft – The How and Why
forum for student expression.
found
my
answer:
love
is
a
given.
If
Library” attempted to enlighten me.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
you
are
in
a
relationship
that
requires
The index of volume 14, “About
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CampusSpeak
What are your reactions to proposed measures to deal with
the budget deficit?

Lance
King

Sophomore
Criminology

“I haven’t really thought
about it recently
because of all the things
that have been going
on, but I just realized I should start thinking about it now. If the classes get bigger
you won’t get more one-on-one attention,
that will affect your learning environment.”

Victor
Morales

Senior
Accounting

“I’m kind of worried
about it. It’s just something that you know
is there but you’re not
really dealing with it at the moment. I
think we should be a little bit more concerned, cause once it hits it will be too
late.”

Rene
Charest

Junior
Business Finance

“I think like any budget
it needs a bit of work...
Me personally, I’m not
too concerned, I’m on
my way out, I’m not coming in. I know
that the major changes are probably
not going to affect me directly as things
worsen over the progressing years.”

Guillelin
Gonzalez
Junior
Criminology

“I think it’s really going
to affect a lot of people
because some people
are unable to actually
pay for college, and as years pass it’s
going to be increasing and increasing. I
believe a lot of people are gong to stop
coming for the same reason.”

Rosa
Santos

Junior
Social Work

“I feel it’s going to affect
a lot of students, especially those who have
to pay their own tuition.
It’s going to have a big effect on everyone. For me personally, if financial aid
starts cutting down some of the money
that they give to students it will affect
me.”
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Word of the Day

Facebookemon
The term used for the collection of people on
your Facebook list that you don't actually talk
to or know in real life.
From UrbanDictionary.com
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Nine mystical tales

Photo Illustration by Bryan Cole / The Collegian

Thirteen actors, eight dancers and two musicians seamlessly mesh together to create the dreamy and dramatic storylines in “Tales of Ovid.”

Narcissus was a handsome
young man who was desired
and loved by all. One day, as he
bent down to drink from a pool
of water, he caught a glimpse
of himself and fell in love.
When he realized it was his
own reflection he was in love
with, he killed himself out
of despair. He was sent to the
darkest part of hell and a flower, that we now call Narcissus,
grew where he perished.
This par ticular story is
w i d e l y k n ow n , b u t wh a t
some might not know is the
story goes beyond egotism.
Narcissus’s character flaw
had ramifications for someone
other than himself.
He had a lover, but was
too proud to offer his love in
return. His rejection turned
her into a wisp. She shriveled
up, until the only thing left
was her voice, which became
her name — Echo.
This story and eight others come alive in “Tales from
Ovid,” a theater arts production opening Friday, that
focuses on some of humanity’s
timeless tales. While Ovid’s
original stories were written
around the time of Christ’s
birth, Ruth Griffin, who teach-

Tragedy to comedy, ‘Tales of Ovid’ has it all
es theater and dance, directs
a unique rendition of Ted
Hughes’s 1997 translation.
In the production, acting and
dancing bleed together and
words, music and movement
become one. On the mystical
blue set, humans are transformed into trees and ponds
and one’s imagination is left to
run wild.
“You’re not just a spectator.
You are an active participant
in the story making,” Griffin
said.
The production is unique in
that it seamlessly meshes 13
actors, eight dancers and two
musicians together to create
dreamy and dramatic storylines.
“This is physical theater,”
Griffin said. “It integrates
body gestures with [words].
The two are equal.”
T he actors and dancers
are theater arts majors with
options in acting or dance.
The dancers are also members
of Griffin’s Portable Dance
Troupe, an educational based
dance g roup in the dance
department.

By Kaley Delarosa
The Collegian
Griffin added that singing,
puppetry, lighting and projection are just some of the elements that compliment the
acting and dancing.

“T

he language tells
you what’s happening, the dancing shows
you, but the audience
really creates it.”

— Ruth Griffin,
Instructor of theater/dance

“The language tells you
what’s happening, the dancing
shows you, but the audience
really creates it,” Griffin said.
An example? At one point,
a character transforms into a
tree and the dancers encircle
the actor.
“It doesn’t look like a real
tree, but inside your imagination you collaborate the

image,” Griffin said.
Mallory Frost, a junior dance
major performing in “Tales
from Ovid,” said, “The dancing brings the visual aspect of
what the actors are saying to
life.”
Although stimulating to the
eyes and ears, Griffin said the
tales speak to the deep mind
and address burning issues
of human reality that are just
as relevant today as they were
2,000 years ago. Opposing forces of nature and human existence is the underlying backdrop for the entire production.
The original stories
we re d r aw n f ro m O v i d ’ s
“Metamorphosis,” and this
theme runs through each of
the nine tales. “The stories are
deeply psychological,” Griffin
said.
The play creatively addresses cultural taboos and intertwines tragedy with comedy,
producing cautionary tales of
hubris, vanity and humanistic
tales of love and pride.
Griffin said the play focuses
on the unity of opposites in the
world and the act of balancing

them. The stories address men
and women, day and night,
love and hate, chaos and order
and life and death. She said
the stories, which are all about
young adults, are also violent
and sexually charged.
Vanessa Pereda, a senior acting major, plays multiple roles
in the play.
“I think the play appeals to
everyone in some way,” Pereda
said. “There is just a magic to
seeing it all come together on
stage.”

Tales from Ovid
The “Tales from Ovid” starts
March 27 and runs through
April 4. All performances are in
the Dennis and Cheryl Woods
Theatre in the Speech Arts building. Tuesday through Saturday
performances start at 8 p.m. and
Sunday performances start at
2 p.m. Student tickets are $10
with ID.

C

ONLINE: For a profile on one of
the lead actors visit:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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A night through

Another

glass windows

FAX

Belina’s

Writer observes late-night chaos at Fig Garden
By Jessica Dugan
The Collegian
Around 2 a.m. on a Friday
night not long ago, Belana in
Fig Garden Village wrapped up
a night of dancing, schmoozing and drinks for the collegeage crowd. Passers-by easily
viewed activities through the
glass windows, making Belana
the ideal place to be noticed.
The other late-night spot,
The Elbow Room, had been
closed for a couple hours.
Several police vehicles were
parked around the building, as
were taxicabs; all waiting for
the mob to stagger out. For all
the people who appeared to be
inside, there were not enough

vehicles parked outside. Those
waiting to pick people up were
asked by a security guard not
to loiter in front of the doors
and to step off to the side.
“I know you! We went to
junior prom together! You
were my date!” yells a teasedhaired female, stumbling, as
she gropes for a hug.“And he
wore a duct-tape suit!” People
weren’t listening to her. Later,
she stopped in the middle of
the parking lot to shout, “Hey
everyone! Everyone listen!
I’ve got something to say!” She
then broke into a fit of laughter and said no more.
Finally, last call came. After
a few moments, sour expressions showed up on people’s

faces and they began to quickly file out. According to various sources, a stink bomb had
just gone off.
“She called me Juan,” said
a guy named, alas, John. He
attempted, unsuccessfully, to
get the number of a woman he
had been courting that night.
He later admitted to a reporter
that he didn’t exactly remember the woman’s name either,
but didn’t seem to be bothered
by that aspect; He was just
glad to be seen with her.

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

day on

38

By Sarah A. Peterson
The Collegian
“Please keep in mind, engaging in unruly behavior is prohibited on the bus.” The voice
coming from Route 38’s P.A.
system is robotic, with a slight
lisp.
The shiny blue seats on the
Fresno Area Express (FAX)
bus gleam. A young guy in
camo and piercings aims his
rear at what he thinks is a seat,
only to meet air.
The girl in hoop earrings
near the front lets loose a guffaw.
“You think that’s funny,
huh?”
“Hell yeah, funny as all outdoors.”
“Well hey, you wanna give
me your seat? You can sit in
my lap if you want.”
She shakes her head and continues grooving to her iPod.
“Silver Sundays are fun
days on FAX,” the robot voice
booms over the activity. “If
you’re 62 or older, it’s the day
you don’t pay.”
It’s another day on the FAX,
as the No. 38 barrels down
Cedar, stopping occasionally
with a screech of its brakes.
As the rest of the world sleeps
in or goes to school or work,
the driver thinks of nothing
but making good time.
An elderly woman in purple
leggings hauls a PowerForce
Bagless vacuum cleaner on
behind her.
“Everybody believe in Jesus
Christ?” she asks. “God bless,
if you don’t.”
The passengers ignore her.
The driver chuckles.
A boy in a red shirt, about
10, boards with his older sister and grandmother. “That’s
Fresno Steak.”
“No.” His sister shakes her
head. “That’s Fresno State.”
“That’s what I said. Fresno
Steak.”
“Grandma, he’s mocking
me.”
The boy laughs. “Look, I’ve
got an extra finger!” he crows,
giving her his middle finger.
His grandmother clucks disapprovingly, swatting at his
hand.
There is a lull in conversation among No. 38’s passengers. A young guy wearing a
John’s Incredible Pizza uniform dozes against a window.
The soft rock station playing
on the radio is barely audible
as the woman with the vacuum
cleaner exits. “You know the
driver they call Santa Claus?”
she asks the driver.
He nods.
“Tell him Mama Boots sends
her regards.” And then she
was off, lugging her vacuum
cleaner behind her as the bus
pulls away from the curb, on
the way to its next stop.
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COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Page 8

The Collegian • Features
Features Editor, Valerie Nevens • collegian-features@csufresno.edu

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

The daily crossword

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Horoscope
By Linda C. Black
McClatchy Tribune
Aries (March 21-April 19)
Don’t rush things; let them
develop and mature naturally. When it’s time to take
action, you’ll know, and it
should be very soon.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Think about a friend’s suggestion. It’s not the sort of
thing you’d normally do,
but that doesn’t mean it
won’t work. A silly bit of
whimsy could brighten
your entire day.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)
A door will open, leading to
prestigious career advancement. Are you ready to
convince the others you’re
the perfect person for the
job? You should be, at all
times.
Cancer (June 22-July
22) You’re making a good
impression on the boss
and other officials. They’re
looking for answers and
you keep coming up with
creative suggestions. You’re
becoming indispensable.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) The
best-laid plans of mice and
men often take unexpected
twists. That’s likely to happen now, so don’t relax
quite yet. The surprise
could be a happy one. Be
watching for treasures.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
There are certain rules
you must follow, but
don’t stifle all creativity. If
somebody comes up with
a good idea, think it over.
You could make some big
improvements.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You’re moving quickly and
you are amazingly inventive. You find new ways to
make what you want in a
flash, while you’re multitasking.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Encourage a loved one to
tell you about his or her
secret hopes and dreams.
You can help the good ones
come true, and overcome
worries and fears.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.
21) Be careful around
anything that could break.
Most accidents happen
at home, so watch out
for that. There’s a happy
ending, so go ahead and
replace it with something
better.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) No need to hurry,
especially if you’re doing
something new. That’s
when the most mistakes
are made, as you may
already know. Take a little
extra time so you won’t
have to do it over.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) By now, you should
have pretty much everything you need. This is
good, because you’ll soon
be distracted by other
interests.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20) You’ve been wondering
what to do. The planning
phase soon will be over.
Better review your notes so
you can take appropriate
action.

Across
1 Blue or brown follower
5 Rubik creation
9 Dalmatian marks
14 City north of Carson City
15 Jet-black gem
16 It’s prohibited
17 Valley girl’s “Ick!”
20 Senator Hatch
21 Wagon pullers
22 Hard to hold
23 Donizetti aria “Regnava
__ silenzio”
25 Storyteller
27 Cliché framed above
many a hearth
33 Finance major’s deg.
35 When repeated twice, “et
cetera”
36 Regal home
37 Latticework piece
39 Fish order
42 Eye drop
43 Sweater synthetic
45 Unheeding
47 “Washboard” muscles
48 Spaceflight management
center
52 Proximate
53 007 creator Fleming
54 Eager
57 Realize
60 Jacket type worn by several Bond villains
64 Yellow-skinned apple
67 “A cat must have three
different names” poet
68 Savings choices

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis
Tribune Media Services, Inc.

69 Give sparingly
70 Play area?
71 Voice quality
72 Impressionist
Down
1 As a result
2 Century unit
3 Caltech sr.’s goal, often
4 Rectangular game piece
5 Holy animal?
6 Mile or meter
7 Eight bits
8 Breathe out
9 MA and PA
10 School play prop
11 Philharmonic reed
12 Kit thing
13 Discman maker
18 Foe
19 Yves’s girlfriend
24 Table section
26 Bank feature
27 “They’ll Do It Every
Time” cartoonist Jimmy
28 Star Wars letters
29 Hard-to-find guy of kids’
books
30 “Love Story” costar
31 Land where Moses died
32 Goofs
33 Internet opinion piece
34 2008 Libertarian presidential candidate
38 Elvis classic
40 Tennyson’s twilight
41 Jacques of “Mon Oncle”
44 22.5 deg.
46 Old French capital?

Puzzle from McClathy Tribune

C

PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2008, All Rights Reserved.

62 Govern, or word that can
follow the first word of the
four longest puzzle answers
63 Rehab admission
65 When the French fry?
66 Expert ending?

49 Put in stitches
50 Recognition
51 New York tribe
54 Grows up
55 Electrical unit
56 Hip bones
58 Prefix with sol
59 Blueprint
61 Slam dunk site

The Last House on the Left
Rarely do horror films bring me to
tears. I will cringe, maybe, and definitely scream, but never cry. This has
got to be a first, but “The Last House on
the Left” is just too raw and intense not
to elicit such strong emotion.
This remake of Wes Craven’s 1972
rape-revenge shocker starts out simply
enough, as Reese Witherspoon lookalike Mari (Sara Paxton) and her parents
(Tony Goldwyn and Monica Potter) head
up to their summer home in the woods,
unaware that a small but sadistic clan
of killers is on the run after a double
homicide.
You just know there’s bound to be
trouble when Mari and her friend Paige
(Martha MacIsaac) follow quiet cutie
Justin (Spencer Treat Clark) back to his
motel to try out his weed.
From the moment they set foot
in that motel room, the girls’ fates
are sealed. What ensues can only be
described as a rollercoaster ride of sickening, mindless brutality as the teens
are beaten, stabbed, raped and shot at,
just for being in the wrong place at the
wrong time.
The sheer dread and cruelty of the
first half play out in much the same
fashion as Craven’s original, even down
to several of the camera angles, but this
is all just a set-up for the bloodshed to
come.
When a thunderstorm strands the
killers at the home of Mari’s worried
parents, they are led to believe they’ve

Review By Sarah A. Peterson
The Collegian

Photo courtesy of McClatchy Tribune

gotten away with another double murder. Little do they know that Mom and
Pops have cooked up something else
besides dinner.
Revenge has never been quite so
sweet, nor so bloody as Mari’s folks
pick off the killers one by one in a
series of their own grisly assaults,
using an array of ordinary household
appliances (including a garbage disposal and microwave) to dispatch with
a creativity surpassing even that of the
original.
Unlike its fellow remake, the utterly
pathetic “Friday the 13th,” “The Last

House on the Left” goes above and
beyond the call of duty when it comes
to fleshing out its villains and keeping me on the edge of my seat with
heart-stopping tension and well-timed
scares.
This is grindhouse cinema at its
most gritty and disturbing, peppered
with heartbreaking moments, as when
a bruised and battered Mari cradles her
bleeding friend as she dies.
Because when the villains are not
given a mask to hide behind, the havoc
they wreak is all the more deeply felt
and all the more real.
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Now the NCAA Tourney begins
By John Smallwood
McClatchy Tribune
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I

n my small opinion ...
The NCAA
Tournament is over, and
the National Championship
Tournament is about to begin.
They are two different
things.
The misunderstanding
about the NCAA Tournament
is that it is for the 65 best
teams in college basketball. It
is not.
The NCAA Tournament is
designed to make all member
institutions, no matter how
big or small, feel as if they are
all part of the system.
That’s what last weekend
was about. It was the weekend
for dreamers, when schools
are made to feel as if they are
welcome at the Big Dance.
As for the competition, it is
a time when a surprise team
from a mid-major conference
can get some name recognition and enjoy a moment in
the spotlight by knocking off
a recognized name from one
of the power conferences.

Last week, it was Siena
knocking off Ohio State,
Cleveland State taking out
Wake Forest and Western
Kentucky beating Illinois.
But the real purpose of
the NCAA Tournament is to
cull the field for the National
Championship Tournament.
It’s the time when the
clock strikes midnight and
Cinderella leaves the ball;
when the frauds from power
conferences with nothing
more than brand recognition
are dismissed.
By the time we get to the
Sweet 16, the suckers all
have been eliminated and
the National Championship
Tournament is composed solely of legitimate contenders.
The only double-digit seed
to make it to the Sweet 16 is
12th-seed Arizona, a perennial
Pac-10 power with as much
talent as almost anyone.
After that, the lowest seed
is Big Ten Tournament champion Purdue, a No. 5.
The only schools from socalled non-power conferences
are No. 4 seeds Xavier of the

Atlantic 10, Gonzaga, of the
West Coast Conference and
No. 2 Memphis, of Conference
USA, possibly the best team in
the country.
But those have been Top
25 programs for most of the
season.
As much as people like to
question the NCAA Selection
Committee, 14 of the top 16
seeds advanced to the second
weekend.
And that is usually the way
it always works out.
There are exceptions, but
a mid-major that earns its
way to the Sweet 16 generally
started as a high seed that
had already proved its mettle
throughout the season.
The NCAA Tournament is
for everyone. The National
Championship Tournament is
reserved for the 16 best teams.
One is done. The other is
about to begin.
In my small opinion ...
It’s diminishing returns
for women’s basketball when
Connecticut coach Geno
Auriemma or Tennessee’s Pat
Summitt assembles a squad as
superior as this year’s UConn.
Certainly, if you’re an alum
or fan of UConn, it’s nice
to have an undefeated team
that is light-years better than
everyone else, but for the rest
of us it’s a waste of time.
There is no reason to watch
this year’s women’s NCAAs
when the other 63 teams are
just playing for the right to be
cannon fodder for Connecticut
(34-0) on April 7 in St. Louis.
There is more talent
than ever in women’s basketball, but it’s still a twoprogram fight at the top, with
Connecticut and Tennessee
alternating turns as Queen of
the Mountain.
Since UConn won its
first NCAA title in 1995, the
Huskies and Lady Vols have
combined for 10 of the past 14
titles, with each winning five.
When Connecticut or
Tennessee puts together one
of its uber-teams, the only
thing capable of derailing
them is if the other is just as
good. It’s a down year for the
Lady Vols, a No. 5 seed who
lost to No. 12 Ball State in the
first round Sunday night.
That’s bad for women’s basketball.

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In
Fresno. 100% Free To Join! Click
On Surveys.
ASSOCIATE
REPRESENTATIVE
Immediate openings, customer
sale and service, $12.50 base-appt.,
flexible schedules, conditions
apply, scholarship possible.
CALL: 559-222-7527
www.vectormarketing.com
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WILLIS: Never early for football
CONTINUED from page 12

Matt Weir / The Collegian

Freshman Derek Carr is one of four quarterbacks competing for the starting
spot this season after the departure of Tom Brandstater.

QB: Four Bulldogs
competing for spot
CONTINUED from page 12
practice. That one involved the
quarterbacks.
Ebahn Feathers, Ryan
Colburn, Matt Faulkner and
Derek Carr are all competing
for the starting position by
showing their accuracy, arm
strength and knowledge of the
Bulldog offense.
Right now, Feathers likes to
think that the position is still
up for grabs as spring practice
continues until April 27.
“Honestly there’s a lot room
for improvement,” Feathers
said. “But I think we all came
out here with a positive attitude. We all came out here
with lots of fire. We’ve just got
to pick everything up.”
Even though there is a fourway battle for the quarterback
position, Feathers insists that
there is no bitterness towards
each other.
“We all really do get along,”
Feathers said with a laugh.
“Obviously, everybody wants
the whole drama about ‘we’re
not getting along’. But me and
Derek are really good friends,
Ryan’s is like an extra coach,
and Matt’s very close. We want

to succeed, but we want to all
see each other do well at the
same time.”
One player wanting to succeed right away is true freshman quarterback Derek Carr,
who experienced his first
spring practice today.
Much like his competition,
Carr is also in a fight to establish himself right away.
“If I do terrible now, they’re
not going to just trust me to
go in there and automatically
think I’m going to succeed,”
Carr said. “It means a lot right
now.”
Car r has already gotten
closely acquainted with the
other quarterbacks, especially
in the locker room.
“All of our lockers are next
to each other,” Carr said. “We
all hang out and have fun
together.”
Feathers even tried to have
fun with Carr by saying a joke
in his ear after practice.
“Ebahn Feathers says I’m
overrated,” Carr said with
a smile. “And I don’t think
Ebahn runs a 4.38. I don’t run a
4.38, but he doesn’t either. But
you can tell right there that we
all get along.”

as an excuse to get worked
up.
Of the 120 Division I
teams that will play this
fall, 10 will get the distinguished honor of playing
14 games next season,
thanks to conference championship matches. About
half of the other 110 will
qualify for bowl games, giving them 13. And the rest
will play only 12.
This means that even
fans of the most elite teams
spend 351 days a year not
watching their team play.
For the die-hard fan,
waking up on game day is
like Christmas morning,
and spring practice is when
you mail your letters to
Santa.
“Maybe we’ll use the
spread offense this year,”
says the die-hard Bulldog,
foaming at the mouth,
“Maybe Feathers and Carr
can be used in tandem the
way Florida used Chris
Leak and Tim Tebow in
2006. We’re gonna dominate!”
Even better, nobody has
to see their team lose a
game until almost Labor
Day. Oh, how sweet it is.
You can call these people
losers if you want, but
you can’t call them rare.
Entire blogs, magazines
and Web sites are dedicated
to spring football, and they
are read by millions.
As you might expect, the
Southeastern Conference
and the Big 12 are national
leaders in this kind of
excess. The latest phenomenon has been the rise of
the spring scrimmage.
Alabama and Nebraska
each sold out their spring
game after hiring new head
coaches in 2007 and 2008,
respectively.
I’d bet that no professional sports team in
the world, the New York
Yankees, Manchester
United, the New Zealand
All-Blacks, whoever, could
completely sell out a game
that didn’t even feature an
opponent.
The southern buzz this

Matt Weir / The Collegian

After seeing significant playing time as a freshman last season, sophomore
Logan Harrell is looking to start the season at No. 1 on the depth chart.

spring is over new Tennessee
coach Lane Kiffin. Kiffin created an uproar even before
spring practice, by accusing
Florida head coach Urban
Meyer of cheating and by
orchestrating a stunt where
all his assistant coaches
ripped their shirts off and
jumped up and down to get
their recruits excited.
I await being asked about
him when I head home to
Georgia over spring break.
None of this is to say that
fans on the West Coast are
unspirited or boring. I once
had my nose broken by a
wayward Georgia fan after I
insulted his beloved Bulldogs.
I witnessed a family friend
take his retirement money in
a lump sum and blow half of
it in a week on a brand-new
red truck and a few thousand

dollars worth of UGA merchandise from the local mall.
A better word to describe fans
in the Pacific Time Zone is
“sane”.
Nonetheless, Fresno State
fans have plenty to get excited
about this spring.
Besides the fights, the hair,
the cosmetic contacts and
“Butch”, the epic quarterback
battle will be put on display
for all to see. It culminates
April 25, when the spring
scrimmage is held at Bulldog
Stadium. Officials expect a
high turnout.
Coach Pat Hill said the final
decision may not be made
until the third game of the
season, but that won’t stop
anyone from forming an opinion right now.
So, who wins it all in your
bracket?
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Visit America’s

Spring Break
Destination
for as low as
Per
Night!

San Diego was named #1
Spring Break Destination
in Travel and Leisure
Magazine 2008
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Livin’ down on the farm

Fresno State’s
superstar
third baseman
had humble
beginnings in
the Valley
By Mackee M. Mason
The Collegian

Bryan Cole / Collegian File Photo

The Fresno State lacrosse team is coming off a lengthy break that the team
used to get back to basics and focus on both offense and defense.

Lacrosse is back
in action today
By Alex Zimmerman
The Collegian
For two weeks now, the women’s lacrosse team has been
preparing to take the field
again. They have played five
games thus far in their first
season as a team.
After their loss to the Ducks
in Oregon, they started a two
and a half week break from
games.
The season is broken down
into thirds, and the team is
just be ginning the second
third of the season now, coach
Sue Behme said.
“Having a break in the season really helps players academically; it is challenging
having to study on the road.
Also it is good for training
purposes,” Behme said.
According to Behme, during
the break the team has been
able to do strength training
three days a week, work on
stick skills and their offensive
shooting and transitioning
back on defense.
The team is breaking the
game down and building it
back up, focusing on different
aspects.
Behme said that the team
has been focusing on in-game
progression, breaking down
the offense, working on fast
break drills and then defensive aspects.
These and other tactical
concepts have been keeping
the team busy in preparing to
return to the full field.
Having a break in the season
also gives players the opportunity to improve their play.
“Every player improves; I
have seen improvement all
over the place,” Behme said.
Some player’s improvements
have caused adjustments to the
teams’ offense and defense.
These adjustments include

offensive and defensive shifts.
It poses a challenge to the
team as some players grow
faster than others, but at the
same time that is what helps
them grow as a team and eventually get to the level we are
going to be playing, explained
Behme.
The team will have a break
from conference play for three
games. They will be playing
the University of Cincinnati
Bearcats on Wednesday March
25, and then traveling to Detroit
Mercy to play on Friday March
27, and back to Fresno to host
their third home game against
Presbyterian on March 29 at 8
a.m.
“The Mountain Pacific is a
tough conference. It is good to
have these three non-conference games to prepare us for
our next conference matchup,”
Behme said.
As the lacrosse team begins
the second third of the season,
they look to use these three
road games as preparation to
return to Fresno to host their
next conference game.
“It will be like we have the
advantage, because we are
playing again, and using these
three non-conference games to
prepare us to host conference
opponent St. Mary’s,” Behme
said.
Behme said that now being
in the second third of the season, the team will be working
on the execution of where they
need to be by the end.
After the Bulldog lacrosse
teams finishes its expedition
of the East Coast they will be
returning to Fresno to host
one of five of their remaining
games.
They will host their second
game of the season on April
4 at 1 p.m. against conference
opponent Saint Mary’s.

The confetti has been
cleared off Beiden Field
and a new season has commenced. One star that is
back on the diamond this
season is last year’s College
World Series MVP Tom
Mendonca.
Mendonca gained so much
recognition after the championship that he was invited to participate in summer
competition with the U.S.
national team, and has garnered attention from all 30
Major League teams.
The Collegian sat down
with Mendonca to talk
about his background, baseball, and to find out what
life is like in the limelight
as one of the most famous
students on campus.
Bryan Cole / Collegian File Photo
QUESTION: Your uncle
played for the Philadelphia Junior Tom Mendonca is six homers shy of the school’s all-time record.
Phillies, and your dad is a
coach. Is that why you got
records last year, one stood
an All-American in college,
into baseball?
out: 97 strikeouts.
but he started 0-for-40 in his
ANSWER: My family has
A: Yeah, I think it’s 99.
first major league season. I
been in baseball since even
Everyone says 97, but I was
talked to him; he said it hapbefore I was born. Baseball
sure I had 99.
pens in baseball. It’s a good
is in the family.
Q: OK, 99, what happened?
game, but you hate it too.
Q: How long have you
Were you being too aggresQ: Has life gone back to norbeen playing?
sive?
mal this semester?
A: Since I was 7.
A: Early in the season, I
A: At the beginning of last
Q: Do you remember your
didn’t have a good plan so I
semester it was pretty cool,
first home run?
had a lot of strikeouts. I heard
people still remembered, but
A: I think it was when I
a story once that helped. One
it’s long gone.
was 10. When I was 9 it was
time at a batting practice,
Q: What was it like when you
just a triple. Yeah it was
Bobby Bonds consistently
got back from Omaha?
when I was 10.
hit great singles and doubles.
A: I actually went away for
Q: You were hitting it over
The players asked him why he
a month to play baseball so
the fence at 10 years old?
didn’t hit like that in the game.
by the time I got back it had
A: Yeah, it was in an allHe pointed to the outfield and
died down [in Fresno] and
star game, I remember that.
back home
Q : Yo u
so I didn’t
grew up on
get to live it
a dairy farm
eah, I had two great parents and a brother. They
up, which is
in Turlock.
layed the rules down and I followed them. Made
probably the
What were
best thing
your duties
me who I am today.”
that hapon
the
pened so I
farm?
— Tom Mendonca,
didn’t get
A: Mainly
2008 College World Series MVP
caught up in
I would
it.
sit back
Q:
Yo u
and watch
said, “There’s gold in those
have to miss a lot of class. Does
because I was younger. I
trees.” Bobby Bonds set the
that affect your grades?
was a far mhand, helped
record for strikeouts too. If
A: Yeah, I mean I got a 3.75
clean up, miscellaneous
you’re going to hit home runs,
last semester, but it’s tough.
stuff. I have done it all. I’ve
you’re going to get strikeouts.
I mean, for example, I missed
dehorned cows, I’ve moved
I’d love to cut down on the
some class last week and now
cows from cast stalls and
strikeouts, but it really doesn’t
I’m going to miss more class
helped sick cows and stuff.
bother me anymore.
this week. People are always
Q: Would you attribute
Q: The right frame of mind is
like, ‘oh cool you get to miss
your personality to growing
key in baseball. Coach Batesole
class,’ but it’s not cool. I want
up on the dairy farm?
says that you are always very
to get good grades and it can
A: Yeah, I had two great
calm, even in slumps. What
be difficult. It’s easy to get
parents and a brother. They
keeps you focused?
behind.
layed the rules down and
A: When you’re in a slump,
Q: Any thoughts on what
I followed them. Made me
not much can get worse. You’re
you’re doing next year?
who I am today.
just looking for that one posiA: Really, I try to not be
Q: Did any of that work
tive thing. You think about it,
caught up in all of that. As
help with baseball?
but the more you think about
I said, it’s preseason stuff, I
A: The only thing is weird
it the more of a slump you’re
don’t even know; I am not worstrength techniques from
going to be in. You take every
ried about it. I’m here to play
picking up hay bails. You
at-bat one pitch at a time.
baseball for Fresno State. If
have to be strong for that. I
If you hit it, good, if not,
I’m so lucky to have a chance
would always practice hityou’re back in the same spot.
to play professional baseball,
ting. I would pick up dead
It’s tough but everyone goes
I’ll take a look then.
fruit and hit it.
through it. Robin Ventura was
Q: With all the stats and
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This day in sports history
March 25, 1896
The first modern olympics took place in
Athens, Greece. For this go-round they put
clothes on.

Sports Editor, Logan Hopkins • collegian-sports@csufresno.edu • Wednesday, March 25, 2009
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Fights all around as Bulldog football
takes the field for spring practice
By Lorenzo Reyna
The Collegian
Maybe it’s considered tough love,
but Fresno State football is looking
to install toughness for next season,
which may explain the number of
fights that broke out during the first
spring practice on Monday afternoon.
During 11-on-11 drills, emotions ran
high as the dog piles became present
and the hands began to shove with
the defense and offense getting into
scuffles. At least four different fights
broke out in the final hour of practice.
Coach Pat Hill, however, felt that the
altercations didn’t put a damper on
practice and was content about being
back on the football field.
“It’s great. I liked the way we practiced today,” Hill said. “There were a
lot of eager guys today, guys wanting
to get this thing rolling. They’re going
to be scrappers, but we got to get that
personality back. I told my team that
I liked their aggressiveness and I like

their ‘want to’ attitude, but we got a
lot of teaching to do. “
Some of the learning has to come
from a young offensive line that is
replacing both tackles.
“We had a lot of guys taking their
first snap ever,” Hill said. “So a lot of
times you have to judge it by who’s in
or who’s out. Whenever we put quarterbacks in with all freshman lines
we got to make things happen. We got
to get our freshman linemen up to
speed.”
Hill admits that his team is young,
especially at the quarterback position.
“We got to find out who the quarterback is going to be,” Hill said. “We
still have a young football team, but I
think we got some experience. We got
some athletes, we just need to get the
chemistry right and we’ll be ready to
roll.”
While there were fights going on
during team drills, there was another
battle taking place in the first day of
See QB, Page 10

It’s never too early for some preseason
football hype, even on the West Coast

The Upper Upper Deck
Haisten Willis
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or those who know only one
sport, who would spend every
February through August in
a coma if they could and who think
heaven’s gates are where they scan
your ticket on Saturdays in the fall,
Monday was one of the best days of
the year.
Fresno State’s football team finally
began spring practice. Everyone and
their mother came to watch.
Tom Brandstater showed up and
threw a few short passes in preparation for the NFL draft. A bulldog
named Butch roamed the sidelines.
A coach from Hoover High watched
intently. Athletic Director Thomas

Boeh was on hand, wearing a shirt and
tie. Plenty of reporters and even regular ol’ fans were there as well.
Of course, everyone talked non-stop
about the final four – the Bulldogs’
quarterback quartet composed of
Derek Carr, Ebahn Feathers, Ryan
Colburn and Matt Faulkner – and
about which one deserves the starting
job.
Four fights broke out during 11-on11 drills. People discussed the length
of offensive lineman Matt Hunt’s hair.
A reporter asked running back Ryan
Mathews if he was growing out his
hair as well (don’t worry, he is). Wide
receiver Marlon Moore was asked
about his scary-looking red contact
lenses.
If you think all of this attention
is nerdy at best and creepy at worst,
especially when considering that the
team won’t play a game for five more
months, you’re wrong.
College football fans are starved for
their sport, and they will use anything
See WILLIS, Page 10

