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By Mathew Gomes
The Collegian
After months of deliberation
and several deferred votes, the
Associated Students Inc. (ASI)
senate voted 11-1-3 to not join
the California State Student
Association (CSSA) this year,
and to reconsider joining the
organization at the end of the
Fall 2009 semester.
CSSA is an organization that
represents all of the CSU system’s 23 campuses and lobbies
on behalf of more than 400,000
students who attend these universities.
“We are cautious in our support of this organization with
the knowledge that this will be
the third time in recent history
that ASI has made the decision
to rejoin CSSA after having
left due to its ineffectiveness,”
said an ad hoc committee in
its official recommendation to
the ASI senate.
That committee was created
after the vote was postponed
at a Feb. 18 meeting and was
comprised of three senators
— Craig Parks, Jamie Ruddy
and Eduardo Rodriguez — and
Executive Vice President of
Finance Lauren Johnson.

“A

s one senator mentioned, you don’t
buy a new car without
test-driving it.”
— Lauren Johnson,
ASI VP of Finance
The committee made its recommendation to the ASI senate at a senate meeting held on
March 4, and that recommendation was upheld with only
one dissenting vote and three
abstentions.
“The committee was established, met and was assigned
different people to talk to
from CSSA, people who have
or have had involvement in
the CSSA leadership,” said
Johnson who, as an executive,
See CSSA, Page 2

Prescription drug abuse and addiction
a problem among college students
By Danielle Gilbert
The Collegian
Chances are someone
you know is taking medication.
It has become a disturbing trend with college
students to acquire pills
like Codeine, Vicodin and
Xanax “just to be glued to
the couch,” a Fresno State
student said.
Some students have
convinced doctors of
needing a prescription, a few are prescribed themselves, but
many have friends with
prescriptions.
“What I think might
happen with some students is the ordering
of medication via the
internet,” Fresno State
Student Health Center
Psychologist Dr. Gina
Gector said. “Different
restrictions make it very
easy.”
Another convenient way
for students to get their
hands on medication is
through their own medicine cabinet.
“Students abusing medication might be taking
their parent’s prescriptions,” Gector said.
The going rate for
pain killers like Vicodin
is $3 to $5 a pill.
“I get it from people
who already have it prescribed,” a computer science major said. “When I
was getting it, I was lucky, I
wish I could get more.”
Gector noted that the students who are excessively

“D

octors prescribe medications for people in order to cover
up the actual problem. This allows doctors to make a better profit and patients to make more appointments and continue
their prescriptions.”

— Lisa Delerio,
Communication major

using prescription and over-thecounter drugs don’t consider themselves abusers.
On the other hand, Adderall
and Ritalin, prescriptions for
Attention-Deficit Disorder(ADD)
and Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), can go anywhere
from $3 to $15 each depending on
the number of milligrams of active
drugs.
Another pill that’s price is determined by milligrams is OxyContin.
One 40 mg pill can cost as much as
$35.
Users refer to OxyContin as manmade heroin. It doesn’t come from
opium, but it might as well, considering it has the same effects on the
body.
The prescription is what’s making
pills easily accessible.
Many relate to the fact that the
prescription itself is legal.
In reality some of the worst
medications are those that are prescribed.
According to a pre-law major, the
problem with Vicodin is that your
body will become so accustomed to
having pain killers that when you
stop, you notice aches and pains you
have never had before.
Students reported that academic
and interpersonal stressors have
caused them to self diagnose and
medicate.
Others believe it is the opposite
correlation, holding the doctors
responsible.

“Doctors prescribe medications
for people in order to cover up the
actual problem,” communications
major Lisa Delerio said.
“This allows doctors to make a better profit and patients to make more
appointments to continue their prescriptions.”
It’s almost as if being on some
sort of medication is a part of our
culture.
A real eye-opener is the use of
sleeping aids like Ambien, Lunesta,
NyQuil, and Tylenol PM.
Of those pills, Tylenol PM was
the most used over-the-counter
medicine in the month of February
according to a survey of 100 Fresno
State students.
Approximately 64 percent of the
students who took the survey took
some type of pill to help them sleep
better.
“I know people who mix NyQuil
and 7-Up and call it a night,” advertising major Briana Cleary said.
Gector said she has not noticed
much of a problem with prescription drug addiction among Fresno
State students — the only correlation she has seen is between alcohol
addiction and prescription drug
abuse.
“It’s difficult to say how big of
a problem the use of prescription
pills is on our campus,” Health
Center psychologist Gector said.
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CSSA: ASI senators cite troubled relationship with
organization as reason for voting against rejoining
CONTINUED from page 1
was unable to vote.
Both Johnson and the official
recommendation of the committee cited internal reorganization of the association as
one of the primary concerns.
“This is the first time CSSA
is restructuring like this, and
the intent is that it will be
more efficient. But we don’t
want to throw money into it
before they can prove that to
us,” Johnson said.
“As one senator mentioned,
you don’t buy a new car without test-driving it.”
The official recommendation
of the committee echoes this
sentiment, and harkens back
to ASI’s tempestuous relationship with CSSA.
B e t we e n 2 0 0 1 a n d 2 0 0 4 ,
Fresno State’s ASI was a duepaying member of CSSA, and
attended meetings. In the 200405 school year, however, ASI
stopped paying dues to the
organization, but continued to
attend meetings.
ASI rejoined the association
between 2006 and 2008, but
decided to pull out again for
the 2008-09 school year, and
have not attended meetings.
“I think all the executives
were supportive of the sub-

“I

know that if the senate would have thought about it a little bit more, it would
have been a lot closer of a vote.”
— Graham Wahlberg,
ASI President

committee’s recommendation,
but wanted to create a significant discussion before taking
the vote,” Johnson said.
Parks, another member of
the committee and the senator
for Clubs and Organizations,
was also uncertain whether
the organization’s restructuring would be successful.
Parks described some of the
changes to the organization,
which includes revising the
voting system. In the past, larger campuses, like California
State University, Long Beach,
received three votes, while
smaller campuses, like the
California Maritime Academy,
would receive one vote.
Under the old system, Fresno
State would have received two
votes.
“We didn’t really want to go
in on a faith-based decision,”
Parks said.
For Parks, though, the big-

gest factor in his decision was
talking to former ASI members who had been involved
with CSSA.
Executive Vice President
Jessica Sweeten also referred
back to problems she has seen
when ASI has been involved
with the organization.
“I think if we do see the
CSSA’s plans prosper, then we
do have the option of getting
back in. But being in ASI for
some time now, I’ve seen some
of the problems they’ve had in
the past,” Sweeten said.
Sweeten was a member of
the senate that chose last year
to pull the university out of
CSSA, and herself voted for
removal. She cited a lack of
change as one of the primary
reasons she voted against
rejoining the organization last
year.
Sweeten was also unable to
vote this time around, given

news brief

Kremen to host summit of
students, faculty and staff
By Kaley Delarosa
The Collegian
As the economic crisis and continuing budget cuts continue to impact
Fresno State, the Kremen School of
Education is banding together and
taking initiative to solve its problems.
The school will host a summit of students, faculty and staff on Thursday,
March 12 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. in USU
309.
The summit will allow those who
attend to voice their opinions and provide input for the college.
According to an e-mail addressed
to students from Department Chair
Charles Arokiasamy, the Kremen
School of Education is significantly
over enrollment, especially in the
counseling and rehabilitation counseling programs.
The school is being forced to drastically cut the number of admissions
or lose the cost of the extra students.
The fees that those students would
pay would not cover most of the cost

“I

love the spirit the students
are bringing to this meeting.”
— Charles Arokiasamy,
Department Chair, Kremen School
of Education

and there would be no state funding to
cover the remainder.
In an e-mail to The Colle gian,
Arokiasamy attributed this to the
current economic crisis.
“The state provides money for a fixed
number of students,” Arokiasamy
said.
“So, though no one is going to come
around and charge fines, when there
are more students than budgeted for,
the school will be losing the cost of
the extra students.”
Although administration and faculty are working to develop solutions,
Arokiasamy said he wants to get
students, faculty and staff to come
together in this time of crisis.
He encourages student to help in
the brainstorming and decision making process by attending the summit
or providing input via e-mail.
A S I s e n a t o r D e b b i e M o n r o e,
who is co-hosting the summit with
Arokiasamy, said the goal of the summit is to work together to develop suitable solutions for everyone involved.
Arokiasamy was heartened by the
amount of response and interaction
he has gotten from the campus community.
“I love the spirit the students are
bringing to this meeting,” he said.
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her position as an executive,
but was dubious about the
effectiveness of CSSA.
“I do believe in what the
organization set out to do, but
I haven’t seen that from them
yet, so I am wary,” Sweeten
said.
“It’s a lot of money to spend,”
she added.
President Graham Wahlberg
was not as satisfied with the
outcome, however.
“If that’s their decision, I’m
going to go along with that,”
said Wahlberg, “but I really
wish it would have gone the
other way. I wish the senate would have looked at the
current CSSA board and the
strength of the organization.“
Wahlberg, who had been
a strong and vocal advocate
for rejoining CSSA, did not
feel the senate gave the decision enough consideration. “I
know that if the senate would

have thought about it a little
bit more, it would have been a
lot closer of a vote,” Wahlberg
said.
A n d wh i l e t h e c o m m i ttee expressed its qualms
about CSSA’s restructuring,
Wahlberg does not share those
concerns.
“The inter nal restructuring of CSSA makes it stronger than it’s ever been before.
Part of the reasons marginalized campuses are rejoining is
because they’ve made it stronger,” he said.
Wahlberg also worried that
the senate decided to table
the decision so it didn’t have
to deal with it this year, and
would leave the decision to
next year’s ASI representatives, a mindset that he called
“cowardly” and “irresponsible.”
“I’d be really interested in
the students’ perspective and
whether they feel like ASI has
been lobbying on their behalf,”
Wahlberg said.
“I’m sad that our students
aren’t going to get representation on the level that they
should.”
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That’s What the People Are Saying
Fresno Mayor outlining police auditor proposal

“T

o ensure on going public confidence and to support our police department in good times as well
as in bad times, transparency is critical. An independent
police auditor will help provide that essential element.”
—Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin

Opinion Editor, Daniela Lopez • collegian-opinion@csufresno.edu • Wednesday, March 11, 2009
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New separate but equal
“I

f you’re in the marriage
cally correct, while the other group is
business, do it equally.”
cast aside because not only does it go
This was the powerful stateagainst society, but now also against
ment made by one of the attorneys
the state’s preferences.
representing same sex couples last
It is baffling to see a state, known
Thursday in San Francisco. This argufor its laid back and inviting qualities,
ment, made at a California Supreme
repeatedly act in such a discriminaCourt hearing, nicely sums up one of
tory manner. This is our new separate,
the essential responsibilities of the
but equal fight where a group that is
government: govern with equality in
viewed as going against the ‘traditionDaniela Lopez
all that the government is involved.
al definition of marriage,’ as stated by
Quite simply, if the state is going to
Starr, is still dealing with the inequalThis supposed generosity was even
remain in charge of civil marriages,
ity and oppression of being treated on
referenced by Kenneth Starr, the lead
then it should do so in a manner that is
separate terms because of their differattorney for Protect Marriage, the
fair and equal to all; similarly to how
ences.
organization pushing for Prop 8, when
it’s supposed to act in all other areas
In a fight between traditional values
he stated that the proposition “does
regardless of race, gender or religious
versus rights, is maintaining the ‘tranot erode any of the bundle of rights
beliefs.
ditional’ definition of marriage valid
that this state has very generously
Many argue that the amendment
when it destroys the vital democratic
provided.”
made to the state constitution by Prop
element of equal rights?
8 merely restricts the ‘marWhat then should be
riage’ label to apply to
given more weight when
unions between opposite
considering the essential
sexes. But it is utter sillivalues of our state and
n a fight between traditional values versus rights,
ness to attempt to pass the
country?
is maintaining the ‘traditional’ definition of marseparate but equal term
A woman standing
of ‘civil unions,’ as treatoutside the court hearing,
riage valid when it destroys the vital democratic eleing same-sex unions with
channeled the view of
ment of equal rights?”
dignity and respect. In
many in favor of the ban
reality, this is only granted
when she stated that allowthrough equal treatment of
ing same-sex marriages,
all marriages.
“would destroy” her “reliThe misleading view that our state
Using these types of terms, not
gion.” People with those and similar
government could even be considonly strengthens the discriminatory
views fail to realize that when they
ered progressive in its treatment of
stigma, but perpetuates the treatment
attempt to generalize their personal
same-sex unions, is beyond false and
of same-sex unions as belonging to
beliefs to the population, all they do is
unfair. Denying the label of marriage
an inferior group. It sends the hateful
fuel the destruction of another set of
is a clear attack toward the equal
message that since homosexuals are
people’s rights.
treatment of all people. It places
not currently recognized by the federal
If equality is to be achieved, choosCalifornians in a pecking order where
government, our state government is
ing whom to marry should not be any
one group, already given preference
being beyond generous in granting
different than choosing a religion. It
by society, becomes literally politithese provisions.
must simply be a matter of choice.

CampusSpeak
Do you think the Peach
Blossom festival is an inconvenience for Fresno State students?

Stephanie
Roberts

Caffeine drip

Senior
Mass Communication
& Journalism

"Somewhat, because
sometimes kids get lost
and they're crazy and
loud on campus... Generally it's good
because it's teaching them public speaking skills and getting them interested in
doing something."

Thomas
Wilcoxon

“I

Junior
Biology, Chemistry

“No I don’t think it’s
an inconvenience. Last
year I got a day off of
school from it ’cause
one of my teachers was a judge for it.”

John
LeBlanc
Junior
Chemistry

“Not really, I barely even
notice they’re here.”

Appreciation for ‘rough’ hockey
Victoria L. Jones

I

f you ask my boyfriend he will
tell you that “relationships are 95
percent sex and 5 percent me putting up with your bullshit.”
Sunday morning, when he turned
on the hockey game right after we
woke up, I felt the scale tip. Sports on
the TV, as soon as I crack my eyelids,
exceeds the 5 percent margin instantly.
I still have to put up with his regular
bull for the rest of the day. I already
know he is not going to wash the cars
until the game is over. I know the
shelves are not going to be adjusted
unless I cope with a pause every 30 seconds for him to look at the T.V.
Sports are slowly infiltrating my
life through my boyfriend. He knows
the players names and their positions.
He cheers and boos while sitting on
the edge of his seat. He loves it and I

THE

respect that.
I compromise, that is what relationships are about, right? So I attempt to
enjoy sports and eventually come to
appreciate hockey.
In this violent hockey world, I see a
draw. I do not want the players to get
hurt, but watching them fight is entertaining.

“I

t is raw, it is rough and
it has to be a bit satisfying. The sport had me stuck
in mid bite at breakfast.”
It is more entertaining than boxing.
A brutally bloody fight to the finish, is
just a bit too much. In hockey, there the
bigger goal of scoring.
In basketball, if you get a foul you
have to give the person a free shot. On
the other hand, slamming each other
into the wall in hockey will get you an
encouraging yell.
The hockey forecheck is discussed
in manners of style and effectiveness
by the commentators. When the gloves

Collegian

The Collegian is a student-run
publication that serves the
Fresno State community
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Views expressed
in The Collegian do not
necessarily reflect the views
of the staff or university.

The Collegian
California State University, Fresno
5201 N. Maple Ave., M/S SA42
Fresno, CA 93740-8027
News Line: (559) 278-2486
Business Line: (559) 278-5735
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

hit the ice the camera focuses on the
two (or more) men; the referees slowly
skate at a safe distance.
They will let you fight. It’s about
hits and misses. It is raw, it is rough
and it has to be a bit satisfying. The
sport had me stuck in mid bite at
breakfast.
My boyfriend thanked me later for
watching the game with him. He also
reminded me of the game next Sunday.
I think that when men find a way to
combine two of their passions, they
are overwhelmed with self-satisfaction
and satisfaction in general.
For him, seeing me mesmerized by
the sudden blows, the open ice checks
and the pirouettes of punches was
delightful. He kept commenting for the
rest of the day about how much I had
enjoyed the game.
Finding a way to like something you
may have never even given a chance
improves your relationship and gives
you a glimpse into the passions of
another. It may not always make sense,
but I get the impression that men enjoy
it when women, who are otherwise
disinterested, bestow interest on their
beloved sports.
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“I personally don't like
the little kids running
around. I'm afraid
they're going to get
lost— I'm afraid they're going to get
taken.”

Carlos
Reis

Graduate student
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“I like it because it
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opportunity of education
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Quote of the Day
“Don't worry Rickey, you're still the best.”
— Rickey Henderson,
Former MLB player, overheard by a teammate
after striking out and walking to the dugout

Page 5 • Features Editor, Valerie Nevens • collegian-features@csufresno.edu • Wednesday, March 11, 2009

JSA president tumbles; show goes on
Amerasia show featuring Japanese culture reduced to three acts, president OK
By Erin O'Brien
The Collegian
The second night of
Amerasia Week, which was
dedicated to the Japanese
culture, began with a ride to
the emergency room for the
Japanese Student Association
(JSA) president Mamie Tsuda
Thursday evening.
Thursday’s production, hosted by the JSA, was billed as
being a two-hour showcase of
six Japanese acts that included
dance, music and stage combat, but was reduced to just
three performances due to the
injury of the club's president,
who fell off the stage during
pre-show rehearsals.
The event began 20 minutes
late and lasted just under an
hour. The JSA band, lead by
director Satoshi Watanabe,
star ted the evening with
Japanese contemporary pop
music. The band is made up
of music majors who volunteered for the event. Watanabe
said that his band practiced
Sarah Gilbert / The Collegian

Members of the Japanse Student Association band performed Japanese contemporary pop during the second night of Amerasia week at USU.

See AMERASIA, Page 6

CONTINUED from page 5
once a week for two hours over the last
month and it took dedication from each
member to make the music true to the
culture’s heritage.
“It was hard to maintain the band
and keep them all at the same level,”
Watanabe said. “But we worked hard
and I think we did a great job.
Jai Cha, 20, a student at Fresno City
College, sang with the band and said
his song was based off of a Japanese
love poem. He will be graduating from
the junior college this semester and
said that participating in JSA has been
a great experience.
“Since it was my last year with JSA, I
wanted to pick a special piece and leave
my mark on the production,” Cha said.
“I think I did that.”
Cha also directed the choir, which performed a piece called, “Tsubute,” that
was arranged and composed by Harada
Keichi. Its members were made up
of both Fresno State and Fresno City
College students, but all were members
of JSA.
The third and final act of the evening was “Rock Soran,” which was
described as one of JSA’s most revered
performances. The dance was made
up of seven men and three women and
depicted Japanese fishermen hard at
work, miming such things as reeling in
the nets and moving the fish.
“We’ve danced Soran for five years,”
Watanabe said. “It’s a kind of a

Japanese tradition and we want to keep
it alive forever.”
Asian-American Studies was first
created at Fresno State by Professor
Izumi Taniguchi in 1970. Two of his
students then decided to create a week
where Asian-American students could
get together to celebrate and share
their heritage with others.
This has continued at the university
for more than three decades. It also
promotes higher education and the
club has hopes of starting a college
fund for future members to continue
their education on higher levels.
Vong Yang, 20, a graphic design major,
is a member of JSA and said that the
theme of the weeklong celebration is
to bring all the different Asian cultures
together and share their different heritages with others.
“We try to get the greater community
to view the show and to see what AsianAmericans are like,” Yang said. “We
want to show the stories behind each
culture.”
The participants ended the evening
with a curtain call where they danced
and clapped to music. Amerasia Week
also hosted two other nights dedicated
to Hmong and Laotian heritages. The
Collegian contacted members of JSA
who reported that their president,
Tsuda, was doing fine and was able
to attend the final event of Amerasia
Week Festival Saturday evening.

Sarah Gilbert / The Collegian

Fresno City College student Jai Cha sang with the Japanese Student Association band during his
Amerasia performance. The song was based off of a Japanese love poem.
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Bulldog Pantry expands efforts
Clothing drive assists
families in time of need
By Bryan Cole
The Collegian

Bryan Cole / The Collegian

A drop box located in the Jan and Bud Richter Center is one location where students can drop off children's clothing
during USU Production's clothing drive to benefit children and families in need.

USU Productions, a student operated organization,
is currently hosting its first
children’s clothing drive, in
conjunction with The Bulldog
Pantry, during the months of
February and March to help
children of low income families.
The idea for the drive blossomed when USU Productions’
co-coordinators Karina Harris,
19, a pre-physical therapy
major and Carla Zamora, 22,
a history and Africana studies major, first got involved
with helping The Bulldog
Pantry in a canned food drive
in January.
“We were looking to see how

“P

eople that usually
come are recently
unemployed, single
parents, people with disabilities and the elderly.”
— Don Romsa,
Bulldog Pantry volunteer
we could get more involved
with The Bulldog Pantry,”
Har ris said. “During the
canned food drive they told us
they had a shortage of children’s clothes and after much
discussion we decided to hold
a clothing drive to help out.”
USU Productions is accepting clothing for infants and
children in elementary school.
Shirts, shoes, sweaters, pants
and even blankets are accepted.
Only a handful of clothes
have been donated so far, but
Harris and Zamora’s goal is to
have 200 articles of clothing by
the end of March.
After the drive is finished, all
clothing will be given to The
Bulldog Pantry. Families will
then be able to pick out what
clothes they need at the ‘Free
Yard Sale.’
The ‘Free Yard Sale’ takes
place every Saturday at the
headquarters located at Shaw
and Jackson street, approximately every four to six weeks,
depending on how many articles of clothing are donated, is
when clothes will be available
for families.
“Families come to the 'Free
Yard Sale' and will be distributed food and then will be able
to choose which articles of
clothing they need for their
children,” Don Romsa said.
Romsa, 61, is the Lutheran
campus pastor and volunteers
every Saturday at The Bulldog
Pantry, which is student run.
“People that usually come
are recently unemployed,
single parents, people with
disabilities and the elderly,”
Romsa said.
There is no limit to how
many articles of clothing one
family can take.
Fresno State students and
family can donate clothes at
one of four drop locations
around campus; USU 306, the
Jan and Bud Richter Center
for Community Engagement
and Service-lear ning, the
Atrium at housing and the
Student Recreation Center.
Now in their second semester as co-coordinators, Harris
and Zamora plan on continuing the drive twice per year
and have it expand into the
Fresno community.
“For future years we will
definitely continue the clothing drive and maybe even do
a household items drive,”
Harris said.
Previous drives by USU
Productions include a denim
drive, which helped insulate
three homes of hurricane
Katrina survivors.
Other upcoming events for
USU Productions include a
bus trip to the Museum of
Tolerance in April and the
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk
in May.
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The daily crossword

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

ACROSS
1 Out-of-control
5 St. Louis pro
8 1997 20-game winner
Denny
14 __ Valley, CA
15 180 degrees from WSW
16 Frills
17 Broadway moneymaker
19 Bernhardt and Siddons
20 Nautical rescue system
21 Cossack chief
23 NASA outpost
24 Wildebeest
26 Notes of scales
27 Mil. honor
30 Blast from the past?
32 Gobi location
33 Abominable
36 Vexed
38 Myanmar, by another
name
39 Hwys.
41 Employment
42 Pass
44 Representative examples
46 Fewer
47 Soft drink
49 Numerical ending
50 Hot tub
51 C.S.A. soldier
52 Actress Meyers
55 Fanning of “Man on Fire”
58 Signaled
60 Connecting rooms
62 Launch

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
Tribune Media Services, Inc.

64 Lack of vigor
65 NRC forerunner
66 Heraldic border
67 Climber’s spikes
68 ‘60s radicals
69 __-do-well
DOWN
1 Very, in music
2 Actress Rogers and others
3 Sharif and Bradley
4 “Beth” singers
5 Displays a painting again
6 Colonial cuckoo
7 Prot. sect
8 Savings
9 Midterms and finals
10 Razor choice
11 Bases-loaded homer
12 __-di-dah
13 Part of CBS?
18 Flights to safety
22 Directional suffix
25 Over in Bonn
28 Military blockade
29 Aqua and motor endings
30 Goose or speed followers
31 Annexed
32 Biographer of FDR
33 Poplar tree
34 Flat face of a gem
35 Radical food fad
37 Public vehicle
40 Practice boxing
43 Spanish mates
45 Emetine source plants

Movie review

Puzzle by Jo Vita, Dade City, FL

C

PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2008, All Rights Reserved.

48 Livestock tidbit
50 Amount of yarn
52 Hold dear
53 Long gun
54 Surmise
56 Sphere starter?

57 Down with!
59 Stiff collar
60 Sucker
61 Verse starter?
63 Trailblazed

By Sarah A. Peterson
The Collegian

Photos from McClatchy Tribune

Director Zack Snyder took on
“Watchmen” despite all of the naysayers who said it couldn’t be filmed—and
proved them wrong.
His “Watchmen” portrayal is both
visually stunning and brutally violent,
packing as much blood and moon-dust
as possible into its nearly three-hour
running time.
Based on an acclaimed graphic novel
that has endured for over two decades,
“Watchmen” is set in 1985 where
Richard Nixon is still president and the
Cold War is in full swing.
Two generations of self-appointed
superheroes have donned costumes
and aliases to fight crime, in spite of
the scandal and murder that have
plagued their lot for decades.
The vile Comedian (played with much
relish by Jeffrey Dean Morgan) has
made a name for himself killing people
for the government, and Dr. Manhattan
is a well-sculpted blue bundle of atomic
energy responsible for ending the

Vietnam War.
Along with Silk Spectre II (Malin
Akerman), Nite Owl II (Patrick Wilson),
Rorschach (Jackie Earle Haley) and
Ozymandias (Matthew Goode), they
make up the Watchmen.
But when the Comedian is flung to
his death out of a high-rise building,
the now-vigilante Rorschach takes it
upon himself to investigate.
The Watchmen dwindle in number (Dr. Manhattan heads to Mars,
Rorschach is put in jail) as the planet
hurdles toward nuclear war until it is
up to the remaining few to uncover the
conspiracy that lies at the heart of this
bloody film.
Snyder never strays far from the
graphic novel’s panels, remaining
faithful to the original’s complex plot,
leaving out only what he feels is unnecessary (like the murder of original Nite
Owl, Hollis Mason).
The visuals are as disturbing as they
are dazzling, as stars collide and bodies
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explode. Dr. Manhattan himself is an
entirely digital creation, towering and
shimmery blue.
But it is Rorschach and a particularly
out-of-this-world love scene that stand
out.
Jackie Earle Haley had the challenge
of acting solely with his voice, as he
wears a face-covering mask for most of
the movie. Not only does he have the
choicest lines as the film’s narrator, but
the anguish of his final scene almost
brings you to tears.
And as for the love scene between
Silk Spectre II and Nite Owl II, sex has
never been portrayed as quite so satisfying onscreen before.
There is no doubt about it, Zack
Snyder has done it again, adapting
another graphic novel to the big screen
with great success. “Watchmen” veterans and virgins alike should not be
disappointed.
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GOLF: Best final round of all teams
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Bulldog Baseball

’Dogs shutout
Portland in tourney
By Collegian Staff

Bryan Cole / The Collegian

Grant Doverspike, last week’s WAC Player of the Week, improved from 27th to 20th overall on the final day.

CONTINUED from page 12
vidual competition after the
first round, with Todd Angel
shooting a 69.
“Todd had a great day,”
Watney said, “He stepped up,
and that’s what good players
do.”
The Bulldogs slipped in
the second and third rounds,
moving from first to a tie for
third. Todd Angel also slipped
to third individually.
But Fresno State bounced
back in the final round, shooting eight strokes below par to
guarantee second place.
Mike Watney knew his

team had a shot at winning
the tournament entering the
final day.
“There are several very
good teams up there near the
top. Whoever has a real hot
day will win. We have as good
a chance as anybody,” Angel
said.
While the Bulldogs had the
best final round of all teams,
they weren’t quite hot enough
to overtake the Huskies.
They didn’t catch
Washington, the team did finish ahead of No. 24 UC Davis,
No. 38 San Diego State, and
No. 9 Arizona State. Fresno
State is not nationally ranked.

Washington is ranked No. 14.
All of Fresno State’s players
moved up the leader board in
the final round. Todd Angel
shot two under to move from
3rd to second, Michael Gideon
moved from 37th to 15th, and
Bhavik Patel shot a 70 to move
from 68th to 38th.
Grant Doverspike, who won
Western Athletic Conference
player of the week after hitting a double eagle last week,
improved from 27th to 20th.
The team’s next tournament
is the Western Intercollegiate,
starting Mar. 29 in Santa
Cruz.

A 7-0 win over Portland was
how the Fresno State baseball team chose to kick off its
first game of the 31st annual
Pepsi/Johnny Quik Classic on
Monday night.
And it was more than just
a win for the Bulldogs as the
strength and the depth of the
squad really showed in the
team’s first shutout win of the
season as they improved to 6-4
on the year.
In his first starting appearance on the mound at Bulldog
Diamond, Josh Poytress had
an impressive start.
The freshman, from Fowler
High School, pitched five
scoreless innings recording
four strikeouts to get the win.
In a press release head
coach Mike Batesole said he
was pleased with the poise of
Poytress in his debut.
“That’s what we brought
him here for. I like the way
he pounded the zone,” said
Batesole. “He controlled the
running game well. We needed
him to throw strikes and he
got us through five innings.”
Zac Bischoff and Matt Morse
combined for four innings to
close out the game for Fresno
State. Dusty Robinson, another freshman, stepped up as
well going 3-4 at the plate
contributing to the 12 hits the
Bulldogs totaled.

Tom Mendonca and Steve
Detwiler each had singles
to score runners and Gavin
Hedstrom touched home plate
after a wild pitch to give the
Bulldogs a 3-0 lead.
Muno also scored off a wild
pitch to push the lead to 4-0.
The final three runs of the
night came in the bottom of
the eighth for the ’Dogs when
Isaac Vivas had his only hit
of the night. The junior
doubled to left field to bring
home Danny Grubb and Dusty
Robinson, who were on first
and second base.
With Vivas on base, Alan
Ahmady singled to right center to extend the lead and finalize the 7-0 win.
Tuesday, the ’Dogs faced off
against Cal State Bakersfield.
CSUB lost to Buffalo, whom
the Bulldogs swept this past
weekend, 7-6 in a game that
went into 11 innings.
The Bulldogs’ game against
the Road Runners was scheduled at 6:05 p.m. Fresno State
plays every night at 6:05 p.m.
this week.
Scores and statistics for
Tuesday’s game against Cal
State Bakersfield will be
updated exclusively online.
Check The Colle gian on
F riday for a tour nament
recap.

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
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QBs: Carr looks to bring ‘swagger’ back to Bulldog football
CONTINUED from page 12
“I will take what I have
learned as a former quarterback and from the five offensive coordinators before me,”
Grady said. “As for who will
be the starting quarterback
next year, the average fan has
just as good of a guess as I do
right now.”  
Ten years ago, Grady was the
man under center throwing
passes for Fresno State. Now a
decade later, Grady is the man
who will call plays on offense,
coordinate the passing game
and coach the quarterbacks.
“It’s not exactly how I
planned it when I graduated
from Fresno State with an
economics degree in 2003,”
Grady said. “I planned to go
into the business world, but
my passion for football never
left me.”  
And with three passionate
quarterbacks competing anxiously to see who will get the
starting nod next fall, Grady
knows he can only break good
news to one of them next season.  
Four-star recruit Derek Carr
is being tagged as the frontrunner for the starting position next season as a freshman.
However, Ebahn Feathers who
will be a sophomore next year
is the most mobile of the three.
And Ryan Colburn is the most
experienced serving as backup to Tom Brandstater for the
past three years.   
But all three of them do have
one thing in common.
“We all want to start,” Carr

said. “No one wants to be the
number two or three, but
someone will be next year.”  
Derek Carr, younger brother
of former Fresno State star
quarterback and overall number one draft pick David Carr,
says if he gets the chance, he
will bring the swagger back
to Bulldog football and instill
excitement back into the fans.
“ I k n ow i n t i m e i f I ’ m
named the starter we can beat
Boise. I’m so sick of those
guys, and I know we can win
conference championships
with the talent we have. I came
here to give the fans what they
truly want: A national championship,” Carr said.  
Wi t h C a r r g r o w i n g u p
around Bulldog football, he
said he already knows Grady
pretty well.  
“I used to play catch with
Grady when I was like five,”
Carr said. “I’m glad Pat (Hill)
didn’t go out and get someone.
Just being around my brother
and family, I’ve always followed Fresno State football,
and Grady is the perfect guy
for the job.”  
Car r may have the best
chance to go to the next level
and join his brother in the NFL
one day, but Feathers feels he’s
ready to have opponents circle
the Bulldogs on their schedules.
“After a year of experience, I’m ready to make that
next step,” Feathers said. “I
can’t guarantee a 12-0 season
next year, but if I’m quarterback, opponents will fear that
Fresno State is on their sched-

ule.”
While Feathers may have
the most potential to scare
opponent’s defensive coordinators with his running ability, Colburn may be the safest
choice for Grady.
Colburn has put in his time
for the last three years waiting for his turn. And this year
is supposed to be his shot to
finally ‘be the man.’ But with
talent swarming around him,
Colburn could find himself in
a familiar place come opening
day: on the sidelines.  
“I’m going to give it everything I’ve got,” Colburn said.
“If I play to my potential, I feel
I could be the starting QB next
year. We’re all friends, and
competition is healthy for a
team. It’s going to be one hell
of a ride.”  
So will it be Colbur n, ‘a
Feather’ or ‘a Carr’ that drives
Fresno State’s offense next
season?   
Only one man will make that
decision.
And Grady says it won’t be
him.
“I won’t be the reason why
two of these guys won’t start,”
Grady said. “I am going into
this open-minded and this is
truly an open competition.
Those three individuals will
decide who starts with their
performances leading up to
the decision. Only time will
tell.”
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Junior Ryan Colburn has more experience than the freshmen, but the quarterback battle will be open between him, Derek Carr and Ebahn Feathers.
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Today in sports history
March 11, 1892
The first-ever public basketball game was played
in Springfield, Mass. The game was played by
throwing a soccer ball into peach baskets nailed
to a gym balcony. The final score – 1-0.
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It’s all up in the air
BULLDOG FOOTBALL

Coach Grady
decides if it will
be Colburn,
Carr or Feathers
leading the
’Dogs’ aerial
attack in 2009
By George Stepanoff Jr.
The Collegian
The Fresno State football
program has undergone major
surgery in the off-season. If
a doctor were examining Pat
Hill and the Bulldogs, he might
say something like, “we’ll just
have to wait and see how it
turns out.”  
Since the disappointing loss
to Colorado State in the New
Mexico Bowl, eight coaching
changes have been announced,
three quarterbacks are in
an open competition and the
deciding factor in who will be
the starting quarterback come
opening day is Jeff Grady, who
coached tight ends last year.   

Photo By Keith Kountz / Courtesy Fresno State Athletics

See QBs, Page 11

Newly-promoted quarterbacks coach and passing game coordinator Jeff Grady will be given the task of choosing the next Bulldog quarterback. Grady said that
the average fan has as good of a guess as he does. Junior Ryan Colburn, redshirt freshman Ebahn Feathers and true freshman Derek Carr will all compete.

Despite late push, golf
finishes in second place
Bulldogs finished ahead of multiple
Top 25 teams and junior Todd Angel
finished second overall individually
By Haisten Willis
The Collegian

Bryan Cole / The Collegian

Junior Todd Angel shot a 70, two under par, on the final day of the tournament to move from third place into second
place. Angel and the Bulldogs lost only to No. 14 Washington Huskies at the Belmont Country Club.

Heading into the final day of
the Lexus Golf Classic, Fresno
State head coach Mike Watney
said that if the Bulldogs won,
“I’d get to say, guys this is what
we’ve been practicing for, and
you did it in front of the home
crowd, and that’s fantastic!”
He nearly got his wish.
The Fresno State golf team
came in second place in the
tour nament it hosted at
Belmont Country Club, losing only to Washington. UC
Davis’ Ramie Sprinkling won
the individual championship, with Fresno State’s Todd
Angel coming in second.
A drastic change in weather
caused havoc in the opening rounds. High winds and
cold temperatures marred
play, affecting all the teams
involved.

“It was very cold and very
windy and it made the golf
course difficult, quite different
than all our practice rounds.
The last two weeks have been
real nice, and then all of the
sudden it’s freezing cold with
a very chilly, 15 MPH wind,”
Watney said.
“It’s the same for everybody,
no complaints there, it’s just
different,” Watney said.
The Bulldogs didn’t struggle with the weather at first,
shooting a four-person total of
290 in Monday’s first round to
take the team lead.
However, Washington shot
a tournament-best 285, three
under par, in the second round
to take the over the top spot.
The Huskies never looked
back and won the team championship by five strokes.
Fresno State also led the indiSee GOLF, Page 10

