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ASI’s CSSA vote
postponed again
By Brian Maxey
The Collegian
Student leaders Wednesday delayed a
vote that would have seen Fresno State
rejoin a state lobbying group, after the university parted ways with the organization
in 2005.
The topic has been on the Associated
Students Inc. agenda for a month.
A divided ASI instead motioned to form
an ad hoc committee headed by four students.
The committee will talk more with current executives, contact the California
State Student Association (CSSA) chancellor and weigh the costs and benefits of
the move before a final vote is taken in two
weeks.
ASI President Graham Wahlberg was
unhappy with the motion to postpone the
vote after several ASI members voiced
concern over potential expenditures.
“I’m accepting of criticism of CSSA, but
I’m not really happy with the outcome,”
Wahlberg said after the meeting.
Joining the CSSA, an organization that
represents all 23 CSU campuses and serves
as a mouthpiece for more than 400,000 students, would mean Fresno State would
have to pay membership dues that exceed
$26,000 over the next two years.
At a proposed 60-cent-per-student fee
increase, ASI members were divided on
the proposal.
“I haven’t seen a lot of doing in the system,” said ASI member Craig Parks, who
expressed concern over the appropriation
of fees. “Is it worth the $13,000 over two
years?”
Wahlberg disagreed. “$13,000 wouldn’t
do that much for us if it were invested at
the state level,” he said.
Doubting the CSSA’s efficiency isn’t a
new occurrence. According to a December
2008 article in The Collegian, several ASI
members felt pulling dues from the CSSA
was justified, as the organization had been
ineffective in its role.
But Wahlberg, a firm believer in joining
the organization, thinks the investment is
worth the increase.
“When CSSA says something it actually
changes something,” Wahlberg said. “I
trust in the organization filled with the
brightest minds in the CSU system.”
Yet Wahlberg’s vigilance on the matter
didn’t bring a resolution. Senator Melissa
Mata asked: “Are we going on assurance
or good faith?”
Any waiting would only decrease its
effectiveness, Wahlberg argued. “If Fresno
State is the last to join or holds out, I will
be personally embarrassed,” he said.
Rejoining the CSSA is a tough choice for
Fresno State.
With California’s budget crisis and the
proposed cuts of more than $300 million in
the CSU system, Fresno State could arguably use the CSSA’s presence in legislation to advocate for student issues.
“Everyone would agree that during
these economic times, decisions aren’t
being made at our level,” Wahlberg said.
“They’re being made at the state and federal level.”
Joining the CSSA would give Fresno
State a voice on Capital Hill and in
Washington, the ASI president said.
“There is no other effective way to step
our foot in the door It’s a considerable
force in Washington.”

Photos by Bryan Cole / The Collegian

3 things students can look forward to from
the newly-reopened Henry Madden Library
By Jessica Szalay
The Collegian

Native American design
A Mono Indian master basket weaver knows
patience, and so does artist and architect Susan
Narduli.
Narduli filmed one of the last master basket weavers
of the Mono Indian tribe as the weaver painstakingly
completed one basket. One basket can take around one
year to complete.
The 2,000-hour film will be displayed on an 18-footwide, 43-foot-high LED screen facing out across the
Peace Garden.
This architectural and technological feat is just
one example of the Henry Madden Library’s Native
American-inspired design. A.C. Martin Partners,
Inc. and Hillier Architecture worked with Narduli to
create the library’s American Institute of Architects
award-winning design.
One of the major themes of the design is apparent from the four-story ellipse at the entrance of the
library.
“The weave of the ellipse represents the basket
theme,” Dean of Library Services Peter McDonald
said.
The tower is made up of three layers that include a
large glass wall, a zinc screen and a wood lattice. Just
inside, the second floor of the ellipse will have rotating exhibits, such as Ansel Adams photographs and
Native American baskets.
While much of the Native American design was
already planned with the renovation of the library, a
$10 million gift from the Table Mountain Rancheria

“T

hat wisdom and connection to the land
[of the Native American community]
needs to be cherished, recorded and passed
on to future generations.”
— John D. Welty
President of the university

also helped influence the design.
“We need to recognize the contribution of the entire
Native American community in the San Joaquin
Valley,” University President John D. Welty said after
news of the gift in 2006. “That wisdom and connection
to the land needs to be cherished, recorded and passed
on to future generations.”
Subtle features in the design highlight the university’s connection to the Central Valley’s Native
American heritage, such as earth tone colors and basket weaving patterns along the walls and furnishings.
The back Northwest corner of the library, or the
Elder’s Meeting Room, has glass hangings around the
room depicting the history of local Native American
tribes, and also the importance of Native American
basket weaving.

An expanding collection
Between the philosophy section of the Henry
Madden Library and the military history section are
around 1 million books that students can actually now
browse through.
That collection, which received its one-millionth
book in 2001, is only going to grow even larger.
“We added 30,000 last year, two-thirds of which we
bought,” Associate Dean of Library Services Dave
Tyckoson said.
Tyckoson oversaw the move of this expanding collection from where the old library once stood, to a warehouse and back to campus over a three-year period.
Now all in the newly renovated library, the big question for the staff was how to arrange the books.
“We spent a fair amount of time debating the placement of the books,” Tyckoson said. “Once you put it in
you don’t want to move it all.”
Following the order of the Library of Congress call
numbers, the decision was to start with the books that
have an “A” call number at the front, or east, end of
the library. Those books starting with a “Z” call number reach all the way to the back, or west, end of the
lower collection level.
The moving phase for the library books is not completely over yet. According to McDonald, the collection
See LIBRARY, Page 2
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is still being organized to take advantage of all the available space on the
collection level.
For those students that don’t want
to make the hike between philosophy,
which is in the “B” call numbers, and
military history, which is in the “Y”
call numbers, they can instead look
online where more of the collection is
accessible.
Students can also still request books
online and pick them up at the front
circulation desk instead of browsing
through the large collection.
While the library is slowly turning
more digital, the collection will continue to grow as librarians order more
bound books to add to the stacks for
students to find for themselves.
“Starting Friday, students can
browse as much as they want,”
Tyckoson said.

Compact shelving
Around 45,000 shelves now fill what
not even two years ago was a huge dirt
hole.
These shelves hold the Henry
Madden Library’s 1.2 million volumes.
With the push of a button the shelves
move.
“Just press the button to open
the area where you want to go in,”
McDonald said.
This, the largest compact shelving unit in the world all on one floor,
allows for more efficient storage. The
rows upon rows of shelving housed
in the library’s lower collection level
move smoothly along electronic rails.
“This gives people a chance to
browse while at the same time increases storage,” Tyckoson said.
Students push a green “move” triangle button to open the row and reach

the books. If someone or something is
in an aisle, the shelf will not move, but
instead a red light will blink, indicating that the aisle is in use.
“Something as small as a pair
of glasses will stop the shelving,”
McDonald said, as he demonstrated
with his own iPhone.
If another student is standing in the
aisle and you need to get to another
row, Tyckoson recommends asking
politely for the student to move. Tables
are at the end of the rows for students
to use so that the aisles are not blocked
“Go get your books and bring it to
the end,” Tyckoson said. “Don’t stand
in the aisle.”
These state of the art shelving units
are only on the lower collection level.
The music, teacher resources and reference sections all also have new standard shelving.
The journals on the second floor
have their own specialized shelving.
While the current issue of the journal
is displayed, lifting up the shelf will
reveal previous issues of that same
journal.
The second floor is primarily a selection of journals, with the bound periodicals, current issues and microfilm.
“Any way you want your journals,
they’re all here,” Tyckoson said. “It’s
been a dream of ours, but we never
had the room.”
Now Tyckoson and his staff have
enough room to expand the library’s
collection, and add more compact
shelving units if ever needed. Yet
because of the capabilities of the compact shelves, Tyckoson doubts there
will be much of a need for more in a
while.
“We certainly don’t need to buy anymore of these shelves for my lifetime,”
Tyckoson said.

C

VIDEO: Watch the library’s ribbon-cutting
ceremony online.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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That’s What the People Are Saying
On Palin having to pay back taxes to IRS

“G

ood news and bad news for Sarah Palin. The
bad news is that the IRS says she owes thousands of dollars in back taxes. The good news is that she
now qualifies to be in Obama’s Cabinet.”
—Craig Ferguson, The Late Late Show

Opinion Editor, Daniela Lopez • collegian-opinion@csufresno.edu • Friday, February 20, 2009
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The anger of the V-spots
Caffeine drip
Daniela Lopez

A

pparently, my vagina is angry.
I was very clearly informed
of its alleged rage last Sunday
when I attended the production of
“The Vagina Monologues” at the
Satellite Student Union.
Before attending, I honestly didn’t
think good ol’ kitty cat was troubled in
any way. I was completely unaware of
the possibility of it being “pissed off”
at thongs, tampons or God forbid the
use of any cleansing product smelling
of “rain.”
Don’t get me wrong, as I told one of
the cast members, I really did enjoy
the show. Those that participated gave
great renditions of their monologues
and proceeds of the show were given
to different non-profit organizations
in an effort to stop violence against
women and girls worldwide.
However, I was concerned and
moved toward a deeper thinking
of women and their vaginas by one
particular monologue entitled, “My
Angry Vagina.”
If I would have been a guy listening
to this monologue, I would have been
filled with admiration for a woman’s
ability to constantly put up with the
“psycho products and nasty ideas”
the commercial giants are shoving at

women, or up, for the sake and comfort
of men.
But as a vagina possessing individual, I was very surprised with my reaction. Neither I nor my vagina —going
along with the ‘Monologues’ treatment
of the vagina as a separate entity of
reason and emotion— feel particularly
angry toward the products and practices that were demonized because
of their supposed “hate” and attacks
towards the vagina.
Instead of joining in with the many
approving “Yeahs” coming from different women in the audience, I sat in
troubled silence while thinking of my
liking of products that would fall in
the vagina-hating category.
In contrast to the woman in the
monologue that exclaims she wants
to “taste the fish, that’s why I ordered
it,” I firmly believe that if you smell
anything fishy, you’re more than likely
past due for a shower.
Not finding myself agreeing with
much in the monologue, I quickly
became terrified by the shock that
maybe this meant I wasn’t the progressive feminist I had felt myself evolving
into.
Does my love for smelling good, constantly indulging in Victoria’s Secret
Love Spell lotion and Chanel Chance
perfume, make me another woman
cheated to live a life of incessantly
buying into constraints set by a patriarchal society?
In a world where women are still
constantly proving their abilities to
show the need for gender equality, the
incorporation of femininity toward a
feminist goal is often seen as impossible, with the two elements posed as
pointing towards different directions.

Web-Spe@k
Culled each week from discussions
on The Collegian Online.

Following this confining view, the
feminist fights for equality with an
incredible determination that requires
her to forsake many things loved.
The feminine woman is then damned
to live a mediocre life of submission, becoming the very “dry wad of
f*****g” disposable matter their blasted tampons are made of.
These views, however, are nothing
but extremely limiting to the true freedom and equality of women. Women
should not feel bound to smell like
honeysuckle even when at the gym,
but embracing femininity should not
be seen as an acceptance of the idea of
the proper lady, much less of a double
standard between the two genders.
At the core of gender inequality is
the idea that femininity proves women
are incapable of performing tasks and
roles originally dominated by men.
The power of women, in its true form,
will only be created by embracing our
gender differences, whether anatomical or inherent, while never ceasing to
pursue our goals and thereby shatter
negativity seen in engaging in any
level of femininity. Thus, the strong
woman and the feminine woman
are not set on permanently different
spheres, but become part of what
women can be.
The bottom line of feminine limitations, or vagina rage, comes down to
doing things for something or someone
else rather than for your own benefit
and enjoyment. As long as women
express their womanhood in their own
unique ways, women, along with their
vaginas, can have “silence and freedom” from society, even when smelling
like “rain” and Chanel.

The ‘curse’ will strike once again
O

ver the past ten years the
“Madden Curse” has plagued
the National Football League,
affecting players like Ray Lewis, Eddie
George and Michael Vick.
The “Madden Curse” falls on whoever ends up on the cover of the Madden
football video game. The featured player is usually coming off a good season,
with the curse striking the following
season. Madden cover athletes have
faced season-ending injuries, lack of
playoff appearances and embarrassment on and off the field.
With the yearly chance to be on the
cover of the Madden game, and the
chance of the curse, not all players are
willing to take advantage of the honor.
LaDainian Tomlinson, the San
Diego Chargers star running back,
declined the offer to be on the 2008
cover. Perhaps he made a good decision since Tomlinson went on to have a
great season, beating the Indianapolis
Colts in the playoffs.
Vince Young, 2008 cover man, was
not quite as fortunate. Young injured
his quadriceps and after missing a few
games, lost his starting spot on the
Tennessee Titans.

THE

Alex P. Zimmerman
Brett Favre, one of the most well
known quarterbacks in the NFL, also
faced a challenge at the end of last season. After announcing his retirement
in 2008, Favre was named Madden's
cover guy.
Retired from football, he had a
chance to break the curse. But Favre
reinstated in time for pre-season and
was back in the NFL only in the different green of the New York Jets.
The Jet's former quarterback, Chad
Pennington was then released and
picked up by New York Jets division
rival, the Miami Dolphins.
Unfortunately for Madden lovers
like myself, seeing the curse broken
was not going to happen this year.
Playing for the Jets, Favre ended up
falling one win short of making the
playoffs while Pennington received
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several satisfactory wins, showing the
Jets the caliber of their ex-quarterback throughout the season.
So unfortunately for Brett, he ended
his career with a bitter loss. Although
he will be in the hall of fame, his last
season will taint his career forever.
Whereas last year he could have
retired after an honorable season with
the Green Bay Packers, he will instead
be remembered as losing the last playoff spot to the very quarterback he
replaced in New York.
And it is almost that time of year
again. Time to pick out who will be the
next victim of the “Madden curse.” A
few players have stood out this season
but my pick would be Larry Fitzgerald.
Fitzgerald may even be the elite athlete with the needed ability to break
the curse. But maybe not, if we look at
Favre.
Under the curse, there’s nothing
Brett could have done. The “Madden
curse” has a mind of its own. Good
luck to whoever is brave enough to be
the next face of Madden. I’ll anxiously
be waiting for the release in August
when we’ll see if it still lives to strike
again.
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All content Copyright © 2009 The Collegian.
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New question:

What is the Oscars most overlooked
film of 2008?

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a forum
for student expression. Readers can
answer this week’s question at
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Web-Spe@k Question:

Do you think there should be an
independent police auditor?

“T

he video that surfaced was very
incomplete and unfortunately
didn’t show the whole story. Officers are
taught that when a suspect does not
comply, to use force to make them comply with orders. The officer was ‘throwing
wrists,’ which although hurts, does not
leave any permanent damage. There is
no need to [begin] any outside investigations or [bring in] auditors. The public
needs to get the whole story before they
make accusations.”

“O

ccurrences like Monday's happen
all the time, they just aren’t usually caught on tape. We need a truly independent police auditor now! Dyer and
his gang will only continue justify their
actions indefinitely, an internal investigation does absolutely nothing. The whole
damn system is guilty.”

“L

et’s take a look at Fresno PD’s
problems: two narcotics officers
charged and a third under investigation
for their involvement in auto thefts and
operating an alleged chop shop. Usually
the entire unit has gone bad due to bad
supervision.”

“M

ost of us understand that some
measure of force will be used in
those situations and I for one will not
criticize the police for doing so. My real
problem with the actions of the officers
is the final punch. The suspect was face
down with both arms behind his back,
under the control of the other officer. The
punch delivered to the head at that point
was not about subduing the suspect. It
was about anger and adrenaline. While
those are understandable human reactions we have to demand more from
people that we give that type of authority
and power to.”

“S

omething is wrong when it is OK
to beat someone after he is down.
How do you justify ‘throwing wrists’ and
inflicting pain on someone even after it
shows the man is down?”
The Collegian reserves the right to edit material for length, content, spelling and grammar,
as well as the right to refuse publication of any
material submitted. All material submitted to The
Collegian becomes property of The Collegian. We
would like to encourage readers to continue to
submit their ideas and opinions. We look forward
to a lively and open discussion with our readers.
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Word of the Day

lol theory
The theory that the internet phrase lol,
meaning “laugh out loud,” can be placed in
any part of any sentence and make said sentence lose all credibility and seriousness.
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From UrbanDictionary.com

Rhyme after rhyme:
By Victoria L. Jones
The Collegian
Fresno State professor Doug
Hansen is gleaming with
pride over the release of his
first children’s book, “Mother
Goose in California,” which
puts a new spin on numerous
classic rhymes.
The book’s official release
date is April 1, but it is already
available on campus at the
Kennel Bookstore.
Hansen said it has been a
rewarding challenge, creating a different picture for each
letter of the alphabet that
also tied into Mother Goose
rhymes.
“I wanted each picture to
be just as memorable and
remarkable as the one before,”
Hansen said.
To meet his needs, Hansen
chose rhymes that naturally
evoked images and ideals in
him.
“I read rhyme, after rhyme,
after rhyme and jotted down
interesting words within the
rhymes that started with different letters of the alphabet.
I had this whole ridiculous
check-off list,” Hansen said.
“Some of the language in the
rhymes is archaic and mystifying, or the point of some of
the nursery rhymes are just
absurd and make no sense.
The crazy language of the
rhymes actually gave me a lot
of opportunity as an illustrator to interpret them my own
way, which really was the
point of this book.”
Hansen said his favorite
page is F, for fiddle, in “Hey
Diddle Diddle.” He created the
F illustration first, early in
1987, along with the cow jumping over the moon, seen on the
dedication page. Hansen dedicated his book to his two sons.
“It was the picture that made
me realize that I wanted to do
more than just make one or
two of these … I wanted to do

a whole big pile of illustrations,” Hansen said.
Unfor tunately, that conceived pile of illustrations sat
for almost two decades under
the weight of making a living
and starting a family.

Hansen was finally able to
bring forward the idea that
had sat so long in the back of
his mind when he retired from
his job as an illustrator for
The Fresno Bee and became a
professor at Fresno State.
Then he faced another challenge, “What can I do that is
different?” he wondered. His
answer was to distinctly set
the rhymes in California and
put them to the tune of the
ABCs.
Hansen is not the first to have
a regionally flavored book of
Mother Goose rhymes; other
covered states include Hawaii,
Alaska and Texas.
Hansen had the help of his
brother Rob, a biologist at the
College of the Sequoias in
Visalia.
“I turned to him time and
again for input,” Hansen said.

C

VIDEO: Visit the Collegian Web
site to watch Hansen read his
book “Reading Rainbow” style.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

“Sometimes I had to remind
myself, ‘Doug these are just
animals, dressed up. Don’t
worry about it too much.’
But I did have a responsibility because I was showing
California wildlife, to get it
right.”
On a suggestion from his
brother, Hansen used the state
bird, the Califor nia Valley
Quail, to represent the old
woman who lived in a shoe.
Her children are outside the
shoe playing various games,
i n cl u d i n g h o p s c o t ch a n d
jacks.
Hansen came from a family of five boys and one girl,
so he always had a playmate.
He remembers his childhood
fondly.
“In a way the whole book is a
tribute to childhood,” Hansen
said. “I was trying to express
the better qualities of what
it’s like to be a child through
the illustrations in my book.”
Hansen struggled most with
the letter X. “I couldn’t just
leave the letter out,” Hansen
said.
Unable to find any Mother
Goose rhyme words that began
with the letter X, he thought
he may have to ask for help
but then he stumbled upon
the rhyme “Hot Cross Buns,”
which involves the celebratory period before Lent. The
buns have a cross on their tops
so Hansen put a spin on them,
literally, and “sneaked it in
there in a way.”
Hansen sees his book as an
evolution of his career.
“People ask me how I feel,
that’s like a question that a
celebrity gets, or a disaster
victim,” Hansen said. “It is
one of the most pleasurable
and satisfying moments of my
adult life.”
Visit Hansen’s Web site at
DougHansenArt.com for more
information about him and his
artwork.

Professor puts California spin
on Mother Goose tales

Photo by Bryan Cole / The Collegian

Doug Hansen, 56, began the first illustration for his book “Mother Goose in
California” in 1987 and now it’s finally completed and will be available in
stores April 1.
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The daily crossword
ACROSS
1 Jacob’s twin
5 Acquire canines
11 Lacking
14 Temporary funds
15 Batman’s butler
16 Quid pro __
17 Gidget
19 Sturm __ Drang
20 Quindlen and Paquin
21 Nabokov title
23 Pet rodent
26 One under legal age
27 As one
28 Forest dweller
31 Prospector
32 Lacy houseplants
33 Sleeve card?
34 Ugandan despot
35 Clamps
36 Fundamentals
37 Part of USNA
38 Threescore
39 Powerful influence
40 Top vote getters
42 Awaken
43 Reddish horses
44 Fell as ice
45 Texas capital
47 Crude workman?
48 Pressure meas.
49 Widget
54 Old name of Tokyo
55 Money set aside

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Puzzle by Ed Voile, Gillette, WY

C

PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2008, All Rights Reserved.

56 “Das Lied von der __”
57 __ Juan Capistrano
58 V-shaped fortifications
59 Eurasian deer
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DOWN
1 Ernie of the PGA
2 Old French coin
3 Swiss river
4 Disconnect

5 Soaked up some rays
6 “Enigma Variations” composer
7 Studio apts.
8 Angle or pod lead-in
9 Mischievous children
10 O’Brien and Rostand
11 Fidget
12 Search for
13 Luke’s Jedi mentor
18 Bury
22 __ Angeles
23 Kindhearted
24 Type of magnetism?
25 Midget
26 Comic Amsterdam
28 Adam and Benjamin
29 Place blame
30 Sat on eggs
32 Repairs
35 Waltz type
36 Olympic discus legend
38 More solemn
39 Slink
41 Foldaway bed
42 Permits
44 Suppress, as info
45 Simians
46 Turkey label letters
47 Gumbo veggie
50 Advanced deg.
51 Gold in Barcelona
52 Lofty poem
53 “__ Girls”

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Quote of the Day
“Imagination has brought mankind through
the dark ages to its present state of civilization. Imagination led Columbus to discover
America. Imagination led Franklin to discover electricity.”
— L. Frank Baum,
Author

From BrainyQuote.com

Calendar
Compiled by Valerie Nevens
The Collegian

February 21—Baseball vs.
Washington at 2:05 p.m.
Don’t have a ticket? Listen to
the game on KMJ 580.

February 21—Women’s
tennis vs. Saint Mary’s at
11 a.m. at the Spalding G.
Wathen tennis courts on
campus.

February 22—Mardi Gras
Parade in the Tower District
1 p.m.-3 p.m. Come see the
floats, hear the bands, and
get the beads.

February 22—Will
“Benjamin Button” win the
13 Oscars it’s nominated for?
If Heath Ledger wins who will
accept the award? Tune into
ABC 30 at 5 p.m. to watch
the 81 Annual Academy
Awards and find out.
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BULLDOGS: Bandwagon fans
need to attend more than one
game during the 2009 season
CONTINUED from page 8
That’s when you go up to them and
ask, “How many games did you go to
during the regular season?”
I’m proud to say I was there through
thick and thin. I remember the 8-12
start, the Todd Sandell drama and that
rain-soaked series against UC Davis.
Real fans were there for those
Saturday doubleheaders in April,
every game of the Pepsi-Johnny Quick
Classic and the scrimmages in early
February.
I’m talking about people like
Inman Perkins, “Sugar Bear” and the
Diamond Dog fans who have had season tickets for more than 20 years.
If your first time watching a Fresno
State baseball game was on ESPN then
you need to look in the mirror and
really question that fanhood.
I was up at 7 in the morning to listen
to the WAC Tournament games last
May on KMJ because the tourney was
held in Ruston, Lou.
I heard every pitch of the Regional
held in Long Beach and even have the
scorecards to prove it.
Don’t get me wrong, I think it’s
great that Fresno State baseball has a
bigger following now, but it’s not just
the 2008 team that deserves recognition.
Real fans remember names like
Bob Bennett, Pete Beiden, Mark
Gardner, Tom Goodwin, Jeff Weaver,
Dick Ruthven, Bobby Jones, Terry
Pendleton and Auggie Garrido.
My favorite Bulldog was Roger
Circo, who was the first and only
graduate to play for Fresno State from
my high school. He played high school
baseball for my dad and gave me my
first Bulldog baseball hat at age 10.
These are the men who made this
program what it is today.

Fresno State baseball history is not
just limited to Tom Mendonca and
Steve Detwiler
And if you claim to be a Bulldog fan,
please try to do some research before
engaging in a conversation about the
sport.
I was sitting in class the other day
and I heard someone behind me say,
“Oh my god! I can’t believe baseball
starts this Friday! When do we play
Boise? We need payback for football!”
I’ll borrow a phrase from one of my
best friends, “Are you serious?”
For those of you thinking of going
to a game this season, I’ll give you
some basics.
Baseball is unique in the fact that
not all teams in the WAC field a baseball program.
Idaho, Utah State and Boise State
do not field baseball programs and
Sacramento State is a member of the
WAC for baseball.
This isn’t football, but I guarantee
you’ll leave Beiden Field happier than
you ever left Bulldog Stadium or the
Save Mart Center.
Just remember, you can always
defend yourself against insults from
rival schools with the baseball team’s
accolades. Trust me, I shut up some
Hawaii fans last football season.
So if you’ve been going to Bulldog
baseball games since you could walk
or are just getting into the sport
there’s always enough room on the
bandwagon.
But if the Bulldogs lose a game try
to attend more than one game this season. Maybe after tonight you’ll be able
to say, “I was there when the Bulldogs
began their national title defense.”
I know I’ll be there, cramped in the
press box, fighting for the last piece of
licorice.

Baseball tickets
Very few tickets are available for
Friday’s game, but both Saturday
and Sunday tickets are available.
• Less than 100 student tickets
are available for Friday’s game.
Tickets can be picked up at the
USU or the stadium box office.
• 125 standing room tickets will
also be sold day of game for $8.

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In
Fresno. 100% Free To Join! Click
On Surveys.
FIG GARDEN
Looking for part-time afternoon
help teaching junior tennis
clinics. For more info
please call 559-222-4816

FOR RENT/SALE
FSU student needs 2 Female
Roommates Near FSU, Big House
Rent $ 375.00/MO $400 Deposit
Call Filomena after 6 p.m.
559-307-0727

Sports
The

Collegian

Bulldog student-athlete of the week
Attacker Heather Jack
In the Bulldogs’ second-ever lacrosse game,
Jack made history by recording the first
goal scored by a Fresno State lacrosse player.
The Bulldogs fell to Stanford 20-1.
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Bulldog
Baseball
more than
just Omaha

Baseball 2009 Season Opener

Bulldog Weekend Series
By Logan Hopkins and George Stepanoff Jr.
The Collegian

No. 16 Fresno State Bulldogs
(0-0, 0-0 WAC)

vs.

Washington Huskies
(0-0, 0-0 Pac-10)

Wizard of Paws
Jimmy Graben

W

here were you
on the night of
February 22,

2008?
I’m not putting anyone
on trial, but just think
about it for a second.
It’s probably hard to
remember that far back,
but I would bet that less
than 1 percent of the
Fresno State student population would say, “At the
2008 season opener for
Fresno State baseball.”
For those who weren’t
there I’ll lay out the scene
– there was buckets of rain
coming down, the Bulldogs
only scored two runs and
Fresno State lost to a team
in its first year of Division
I baseball (UC Davis).
To quote Fatboy Slim,
“we’ve come a long way
baby.”
Forty seven wins and
a national title later, the
Bulldogs are right back
to square one – opening
night at Pete Beiden Field.
Except opening night this
season should be a little different.
Tonight’s season opener
is sold out with 3,575
Bulldog fans expected to be
in attendance. But, where
were all these so-called
“Bulldog Baseball fans”
last season.
Where was all the media
coverage?
I remember last season
when there was me, a
Fresno Bee reporter and a
scoreboard operator in the
press box and that was it.
Tonight I’ll be lucky to
snag a piece of licorice and
a scorecard.
At times last season it
seemed you could see more
red seats at Beiden Field
than fans. It was so quiet at
games last season, I think
players on the field could
hear Paul Loeffler calling
play-by-play.
But, after winning a few
nationally-televised games,
the following started to
grow. See what a little airtime on ESPN2 can do for
you.
Next thing you know,
Fresno State wins a national title and fans are lining
the streets and singing the
praises of Fresno State’s
Wonderdogs.
See BULLDOGS, Page 7

RADIO: KMJ-AM 580
Friday, February 20, at
6:05 p.m.
Saturday, February 21,
at 2:05 p.m.
Sunday, February 22,
at 1:05 p.m.
Joseph Edgecomb / Collegian File Photo

Breakdown: Bulldogs
2008 was the greatest year
in Fresno State baseball history.
But the 2009 season will be
about one thing for the ’Dogs
– moving forward.
The Bulldogs will be presented their national champiohship rings and a banner
will be raised Friday night.
But after that, it’s back to
business.
“It’s going to be good to
get rid of the past and turn
the page,” outfielder Steve

Detwiler said.
“I’m ready to
just get to 2009
and go.”
No
matter how the
Bulldogs prepare, Beiden
field will be an emotional
and loud place tonight.
“It is going to pretty amazing with a bunch of people
t h e re, ” s t a r t i n g p i t ch e r
Holden Sprague said.
“There is always something
special about opening day.”

All games at Pete Beiden Field

Breakdown: Huskies
The Huskies finished last
season with a 33-22 record
and a disappointing 11-13
record in the Pac-10.
But Washington starts the
season with three senior
pitchers to lead thier rotation.
“T he University of
Washington has an outstanding pitching staff and closer,” Fresno State coach Mike
Batesole said.
The Huskies will try and
rely on their strength, but

will f ace a
real challenge with
F r e s n o
State’s lineup.
If the Huskies can come
into Beiden Field and get out
to an early lead, the Red Wave
crowd should quiet down the
stretch on Friday night.
Washington would like
nothing more than to give
the defending champs thier
first loss of the season.

THE SERIES’ STARTERS (WITH 2008 STATS)
FRESNO STATE

Photo Courtesy of Fresno State Athletics / Minorwhite Studios

WASHINGTON

Photo Courtesy of Washington Athletics

’Dogs’ Ace: Holden Sprague RHP – 6-2 record, 55 K, 3.59 ERA

Huskies’ Ace: RHP Jorden Merry – 8-2 record, 69 K, 3.61 ERA

Saturday Starter: Sean Bonesteele RHP – 2-2 record, 10 K, 6.31 ERA

Saturday Starter: LHP Tyler Cheney – 1-2 record, 19 K, 4.70 ERA

Sunday Starter: Jake Floethe RHP – 1-1 record, 20 K, 8.64 ERA

Sunday Starter: RHP Jason Erickson – 3-3 record, 35 K, 3.55 ERA

