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Focus group
targets budget,
amphitheater
By Mathew Gomes
The Collegian
A s s o c i at e d S t u d e n t s
Inc. (ASI) hosted a series
of focus g roups in the
University Student Union,
Tuesday.
There were two sessions
held, one at 2 p.m. and one
at 4 p.m.
Tara Powers-Mead, director of university affairs for
ASI, was responsible for
organizing the focus group.
“My job is to get the data
in the students’ hands so
they can make recommendations on behalf of the
students,” Powers-Mead
said.
As an incentive for students to attend, ASI offered
refreshments and Shell
Gasoline Cards worth $10.
The primary issues the
focus group addressed were
the amphitheater and its
restoration as well as the
budget crisis and how it is
impacting students.
When asked about the
intent of the focus group,
Vice President of Finance
L a u r e n Jo h n s o n s a i d
that “the goal was to get
feedback about these two
issues.”
ASI will use the information gathered in these
groups to help support the
re c o m m e n d at i o n s t h e y
make to various administrations on campus.
The meeting at 2 p.m. had
five participants, including
Aditi Prashar and Aman
Mehra, both graduate students studying biotechnology.
Mehra said they were
approached about the focus
group while sitting downstairs in the student union
having lunch.
“I brought her,” Mehra
joked, pointing to Prashar.
While both cited the gas
cards as an incentive for
participating, Prashar, an
international student from
India, elaborated about her
reason for coming.
“I didn’t really know what
ASI does. I wanted to see
what it was all about.”
Prashar and Mehra
ag reed that of the two
issues discussed, the budget crisis was most important to them.
Both said they will be
employees at the Starbucks
that will be opening in the
library, and expressed disSee FOCUS, Page 1
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Vacancy?
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Early deadline on freshman applications
shifts university’s admission guidelines
By Kaley Delarosa
The Collegian
Due to the state’s continuing
budget crisis, Fresno State is
no longer accepting freshman
applications for the fall 2009
semester.
On Jan. 12, university officials announced that the deadline had moved up three weeks
to Jan. 9 from the original Feb.
1 deadline.
Vivian Franco, director of
admissions, records and evaluations, said this decision was
reached after conducting a
complete enrollment analysis
that included looking at total
enrollment numbers, goals for
the coming year, the number
of continuing and graduate
students and the amount of
space available for new students.
“The question was where do
we reduce,” Franco said.
The Feb. 1 deadline, which
has been the deadline for the
past three years, was tentatively set based on past application trends.

Because of the deadline
change, some procrastinating high school seniors with
hopes of attending Fresno
State in the fall may now not
be able to.
Although this may cause
some to suffer, Franco said the
university generally receives
80 percent of its applications
by the Nov. 30 priority deadline and students who got
their applications in before
that date will not be affected
by the recent change.
Enrollment totals for fall
2009 will be cut by about 500
students. There are currently
about 22,600 students enrolled
and the university plans to
have about 22,100 next fall.
“The incoming freshman
class will only have about 30
less students than this year’s
class,” Franco said.
Explaining the priority for
freshman applications, Franco
said all qualifying freshman
applicants who applied before
the Nov. 30 priority deadline
See APPS, Page 2

Who gets in?
The order of priority for applications
is as follows:
• Those qualifying freshman applicants whose
applications were submitted prior to Nov. 30
priority deadline will be accommodated.
• Those qualifying freshman applicants who
applied between Dec. 1 and the new Jan. 9 deadline will go on a wait list. They will be accommodated as space becomes available.
• Those qualifying freshman applicants who live
in the Central Valley will receive priority over
applicants who live outside of the region.
• Upper-division transfer students, returning students
and graduate students will have until April 1 to submit
applications to the university.
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APPS: University tries to minimize
new deadlines’ impact on students

FOCUS: Amphitheater
a major priority for ASI
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will be accommodated.
Further, qualifying freshman applicants who applied
between Dec. 1 and the new
Jan. 9 deadline will go on a
wait list and will be accommodated if space is available,
and those who live in the
Central Valley will receive
priority over applicants who
live outside of the region.
The rest of the cuts will
come from other enrollment
categories. Franco said the
university is not accepting
any applications from transfer students with less than
60 units, students who want
to ear n second bachelor’s
degree or graduate students
who do not have a major.
Fresno State is not the only
school in the CSU system to
take this action.
“We are encouraging students to apply to the few other
CSU campuses that are still
taking applications,” Franco
said.
T hose schools are CSU
B a ke r s f i e l d , D o m i n g u e z
Hills, East Bay, Humbolt,
Los Angeles, Monterey Bay,
Sacramento, San Bernardino
and California Maritime.
Because Fresno State draws
a majority of its students
from local Central Valley
communities, university officials did their best to get the

“I

t has been relatively quiet so far. Only two students that have been affected by this have come
to my attention.”

appointment at the lack of
furniture that will populate
the library when it reopens on
Feb. 20.
“It’s such a nice structure
and in the end they don’t have
enough money to furnish it? I
would really like to see it furnished, ” Mehra said.
When asked what recommendations they would make
t o P r e s i d e n t We l t y w i t h
respect to the more than $10.9
million worth of budget cuts
the university has absorbed in
the last year, Johnson, as well
as Executive Vice President
Jessica Sweeten gave their
proposals.
“I would make sure academic prog rams don’t get
cut,” Johnson said. “The easiest things to cut are overhead
costs, like electricity.”
Sweeten had another suggestion. “For me, it’s hard to
see $2 million go to student
outreach. Since we’re cutting
enrollment, we don’t need to
spend as much on recruiting as we have in the past,”
Sweeten said.
Both Johnson and Sweeten
said that one of the major goals
for the current ASI administration is to bring events back
to the amphitheater.
The amphitheater, which
is located between the Music
and Speech Arts building, was

— Vivian Franco,
Director of Admissions, Records and Evaluations
word out to high school counselors that the Feb. 1 deadline
was tentative and subject to
change.
“The counselors have done a
good job, but there are always
a few students who really procrastinate,” Franco said.
“It has been relatively quiet
so far. Only two students that
have been affected by this
have come to my attention.”
She said that if high-achieving students are unable to
attend Fresno State as a result
of moving this deadline, it is
a loss for the university but
the important thing is that
the student still gets an education.
Geni Bird, a counselor at
University High School, said,
“As counselors we knew this
was a possibility so we tried
to keep our message consistent by telling our students to
apply early, but the students
also have a responsibility to
stay on top of it.”
Bird said Fresno State has
become a top choice for many

local students who cannot
afford other schools because
of the poor economy.
She said she has only dealt
with a couple students who
have been affected so far, but
that, “it is only a matter of
time before we see more as
students start to receive those
letters.”
Upper-division transfer
students, who have priority above all other applicants
under the state’s master plan
for higher education, as well
as returning students and
new graduate applicants, tentatively have until April 1 to
apply to Fresno State.
Franco said the university is continuing to monitor
applications and enrollment
numbers and that, like the
freshman deadline, this deadline is also subject to change.
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COMMENT: The Collegian is a
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built in the 1970s and can hold
more than 7,000 people, but
has been used with very little
frequency in recent years.
“In my tenure at Fresno
State, I’ve never seen it used
except for yoga practice,”
Johnson said.
Johnson stressed that making Fresno State an art community is one of this administration’s aims, particularly
as the Campus Pointe project
takes shape.
“We want to take advantage
of a new community coming
in,” Johnson said.
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Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In
Fresno. 100% Free To Join! Click
On Surveys.
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That’s What the People Are Saying
Hagar & Co. file suit against Granite Park developer, Barbis

“T

Opinion Editor, Daniela Lopez • danielalopez@csufresno.edu • Wednesday, January 28, 2009

he Fresno Cabo Wabo Cantina is a disaster, as is the
entire Granite Park development. The mismanagement... their failure to pay employees, vendors, lenders and
even the City of Fresno, and the poor quality of the goods
and services they have offered... have denigrated and continue to devaluate the Cabo Wabo Brand."
—Red Head, Inc. v. Rock Taco, LLC

Beyond abortion

“W

hy should my tax dol-

lars be used toward
something that I
strongly oppose?” This question has
been used many times when discussing the controversial issue of family
planning measures, particularly abortion. Even as a pro-choice individual,
I was unable to provide a successful
counterargument to such a stipulation
because I understand the values inherent in the pro-life argument; since so
many people oppose the procedure, I
therefore believe funding for abortions
should be generated through private
organizations.
The question was once again put
forth this past week when President
Obama reversed the infamous Mexico
City policy, a ban first placed by
Ronald Reagan in 1984, that restricted
federal funds from going to international organizations that provided
information or even referred people to
clinics that performed abortions.
Once again, although I approved the
measure, since it would allow funding for more family planning services
internationally, I was at a loss for
words when replying to the opposing
side.
Why should federal funds, which
are partially, or perhaps at least minimally, acquired through the contributions of many Americans, be used for
something that so many oppose?
The answer to this argument however is actually not complicated and it
comes from a simple, but much needed
lesson in history.
Specifically important, are the
restrictions already in place before
the Mexico City policy came into

Talk it out
Daniela Lopez
effect and the mission and goals of the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), the government agency that allocates federal
grants to international nongovernment organizations.
In place since 1961, The Foreign
Assistance Act prohibits non-government organizations that receive United
States’ federal funds to use those funds
“to pay for the performance of abortions as a method of family planning,
or to motivate or coerce any person to
practice abortions.” This means that
since 1961, international organizations, that received US federal grants,
were prohibited from using these
sources for anything having to do with
abortion.
What the Mexico City policy did was
further restrict federal money from
going to international organizations
that used their own funds for these
same purposes. In fact, as listed on
their Website, “USAID places high priority on preventing abortions through
the use of family planning, saving
lives of women who suffer complications arising from unsafe abortion and
linking those women to voluntary fam-

ily planning and other reproductive
health services that will help prevent
subsequent abortions.” Therefore,
the federal grants given by USAID are
provided in order to achieve several
goals that specifically include “reducing abortion,” as well as fighting the
AIDS/HIV epidemic.
More importantly than all of this
official terminology and statements
is to understand that the Mexico City
Policy went beyond the question of
abortion.
The Foreign Assistance Act,
whether right or wrong, took care of
that concern by placing the above mentioned restrictions on federal grants
given to international organizations.
The Mexico City policy therefore,
placed unnecessary bans that limited
international organizations from
receiving much needed funds, in order
to promote healthy and safe sexual
practices and voluntarily family planning, that serve to further advance a
healthier population world wide.
As President Obama stated, “these
excessively broad conditions on grants
and assistance awards are unwarranted” and further “undermined efforts”
to provide international assistance to
organizations that give essential services and much needed information to
many people.
Beyond pro-choice or pro-life, the
right of any citizen of the world to
pursue a healthy life cannot be denied.
It is not the place of an administration, hiding behind the righteousness
of religious ideology, to deny the funds
for organizations that wish to promote
this right internationally.

CampusSpeak
How would you handle the
budget crisis? What should be
cut?

Tou Yang
Freshman
Undeclared
"I think that we should
cut money from the
athletics program; I
feel that sometimes
sports could not mean as much as a
degree or a certain aspect of education.
Extracurricular activities are good for
those who need scholarships, but there is
more beneficial stuff."

Matias Solis
Junior
Music Major
"Well, I guess [we
should keep] all the
necessary one's right?
Like, general education
is obviously essential, but we shouldn't
cut from the arts."

Dorothy Cabrera
Junior
Social Work
"Football, that's what
I'm looking at most.
There's a lot of money
paid to those coaches,
there's a lot of money
paid for their training, it's ridiculous. I
think they need to stop doing that [before
cutting anything] for students that pay
out of pocket."

Jon Dillon
Senior
Human Resource
Management
"It doesn't affect me
because tuition stuff
is paid through my
parents and financial
aid; the only thing that it really affects is
the amount of classes, and options that
are open to students, its a lot harder for
students that aren't priority on a list to get
classes."

Heather Kellogg
Senior
Mass Comm &
Journalism
"Honestly, I couldn't
even say cut anything;
really what needs to be
done is, if this whole
state wasn't in such a deficit, it'd be really
nice to be adding on to the program. I
do feel the art program, especially glass
blowing, really needs some help financially."
Nate Beeler / McClatchy Tribune
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Word of the Day

default potential
A self-portrait or picture with you in it that
has potential to be your default image on
MySpace or Facebook
From UrbanDictionary.com
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Here at Last:

With the new library comes longawaited study and hang out space

Photos by Bryan Cole / The Collegian

T

he new library will feature high-tech
compact shelving, an information
desk, seminar rooms and classrooms, a Starbucks with a café area and
other devices and spaces specifically for
student use.

By Lauren Gaither
The Collegian
For many Fresno State students the
wait for a library has been inconvenient at best and sometimes even agonizing, as they fight over seating in
the university student union and look
tirelessly for a printer or open outlet to
plug in their laptop.
Many have gone their entire college
career without some very quintessential college experiences: pulling an allnighter in the library, browsing collections of books and simply studying or
hanging out in a library.
Come Feb. 20 the Henry Madden
Library will finally re-open and students will be able to experience what
they've been missing the past few
years.
Peter McDonald, Dean of Library
Services, said he has been working tirelessly to make sure the library, which
has cost the university $105 million,
fits the needs of students.
McDonald said he wants students to
know that the library has been worth
the wait.
“Be excited, use the library, work
with us, demand good services from

us, be patient and enjoy it,” McDonald
said.
So far, most students have just seen
the building itself, a towering structure
of glass and steel, but the rest has been
left to their imagination.
McDonald said students will find the
inside of the library just as impressive
as the outside.
McDonald said the majority of the
books will be stored on the ground floor,
in high-tech compact shelving that
allows the majority of Fresno State’s

The first floor is centered around the
main entrance, with a mosaic of grey
and white marble framing the circulation desk. A combination of soft seating and tables, similar to the new furnature in the university student union,
will furnish the space. McDonald said
there will also be plenty of outlets
available for students to use for their
laptops, which makes this floor the perfect area for studying, as well as hanging out.
The second floor is also home to

“B

e excited, use the library, work with us, demand good
services, be patient and enjoy it.”
— Peter McDonald,
Dean of Library Services

1.3 million collection to be on one level.
This floor will also be reserved as quiet
study area where students can focus
on studying for exams,writing papers,
reading and relaxing, as skylights
bathe the north side of the floor with
natural light.

Studio 2, a teaching and instruction
center housing a diverse collection of
technology that will enhance students
learning experience.
“Studio 2," McDonald said, “will
house the most sophisticated smart
classrooms on campus, as well as three

seminar rooms, and six collaboration
rooms.”
In addition to Studio 2, the floor will
also include a two-level gallery that
will feature professional artwork, as
well as student exhibits.
Next to the gallery is the long-anticipated Starbucks, which eventually will
have extra seating in the café area, so
students can grab their grande mocha
frappuccino and just relax and hang
out.
But the biggest feature on the second
floor is the Elders Weaving Room, in
the far Northwest corner. This two-story room has opaque walls, and will feature a large mural depicting the story
and history of Native American basket
weaving.
“The room will eventually be used
as a reception area for large parties,”
McDonald said, “but it will currently
be filled with soft seating to allow students to read and enjoy the artwork.”
The third floor of the library houses
the music and multimedia collection,
as well as the media production lab.

C

VIDEO: Visit the Web site to see
our sneak peek tour of the library
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Music review
By Michael Franco and Evan Sawdey
McClatchy Tribune
Bruce Springsteen:
“Working on a Dream”
(Columbia)

Franz Ferdinand: “Tonight:
Franz Ferdinand” (Sony/
Domino)

“Working on a Dream” is
Springsteen’s third album
with both O’Brien and the
E Street Band since 9/11,
and like the previous two
“The Rising” and “Magic”
it is meticulously arranged
and produced, from
the elaborate strings on
“Kingdom of Days” to the
carefully-clipped loop that
“Good Eye” is built upon.
And like those two albums,
the songs here are both
helped and hindered by
such managerial precision,
which helps keep the Boss
from falling off the creative
ledge, but sometimes
lends the songs a stilted
feel. Majestic, it seems,
is easy to aspire to, but
more difficult to achieve.
Nowhere is this more obvious than on the “Kingdom
of Days,” a love song with
wonderfully tender lyrics
that alone evoke affection
and appreciation. Placed
in the context of the music,
however, the lyrics cannot
hold up the dead weight of
the stiff, leaden instrumentation and arrangement.
But it’s when Springsteen
tries something unusual
that “Working on a Dream”
becomes worthwhile.
Overall, then, “Working
on a Dream” is not only a
worthy album, but also an
enjoyable one.

Spoon ripoffs? DFA-styled
dancefloor excurions?
Putting Damon Albarn
in his place? Whatever
is going on with Franz
Ferdinand, it’s a welcome,
if not completely memorable, change of pace. Franz
Ferdinand have discovered
a newfound joy for keyboards, electric pianos and
dirty lo-fi synths. “Send
Him Away” breaks from
its Paul Simon-y guitar
ticks halfway through for
an adventurous keyboard
breakdown, “No You Girls
Never Know” uses dated,
almost minimalist production values to give a dry
padding for Kapranos’
tirade against girls who
don’t know the power of
their own actions, and the
penultimate closer “Dream
Again” dives into full-on
synth-pop territory, using
a simplistic digital drum
beat and echoed keyboard
plinks to craft a sweet little
ballad that recalls Blur’s
late-era electronic experiments at their best. In the
end though, the band just
isn’t as melodically inclined
this time around, and it’s
a shame, too, because by
and large, this still remains
the band’s most adventurous outing to date just not
their most memorable.

ACROSS
1 U.S. tennis great
5 Reverse an action
9 Boastful
14 Anthracite, e.g.
15 Part of speech
16 Make happy
17 Small gray-and-black
songbird
19 Hayley of “Pollyanna”
20 Shinto temple gateway
21 Snobbery
23 GOP rival
25 Verbena plant
28 Approx.
31 “The Four Seasons” composer
34 Part of m.p.g.
35 Ayres and Wallace
37 Carried out
38 Phony
40 Seine islands
41 Game similar to keno
43 Nabokov novel
44 Audience loudmouth
46 D.C. old-timer
47 Rehan and Huxtable
48 In addition
49 Restaurant employee
52 Late starter?
53 Henry VIII’s court painter
55 Get the point
57 Profit makers
60 Departs
64 Arboreal lemur

66 “Gidget” star
68 Tractor name
69 Takes to court
70 Sinewy
71 Conforms
72 AC/DC power
73 Acerbic
DOWN
1 $ in the bank
2 Manhattan neighborhood
3 ‘60s musical
4 Spanish hero
5 Spanish article
6 Focal point
7 Head-to-head contest
8 Tip or Eugene
9 Pairs of twins
10 Top guests
11 Miscellany
12 Letters on Cardinals’
caps
13 Affirmative
18 Capital of the Ukraine
22 Polliwogs
24 Cerebrum’s neighbor
26 Comaneci and others
27 King in “The Tempest”
28 Biblical prophet
29 Moon: pref.
30 One of two close rivals
32 Lock horns
33 Modify for new use
36 Former Sov. unit
39 Reg. agcy.
42 Neighbor of Swed.
45 Manicurist’s boards

Horoscope
ARIES (March 20-April 18)
After mid-week someone
close may boldly request
added romantic intimacy
or new social promises.
Planned family celebrations
and group events may also
be a strong theme. Stay
open and find positive ways
to involve everyone.
TAURUS (April 19-May
19) Family ultimatums or
rare home proposals may
also be accented: carefully check all legal documents. Wednesday through
Saturday accents complex
social and romantic discussions. A friend or lover may
wish to expand their home
commitments or move a
relationship to a new level
of intimacy. Take your time:
much is changing.
GEMINI (May 20-June 20)
Friday through Sunday highlights new physical vitality
and an increased interest
in friendships and relationships. A new and promising social circle may soon
demand added attention:
stay alert.

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
Tribune Media Services, Inc.

CANCER (June 21-July
21) Early this week past
romantic or social promises
will be either finalized or dismissed. After Monday watch
for loved ones to adopt new
attitudes, settle ongoing
disputes and/or revise unrealistic schedules. Use this
time to establish romantic
expectations: friends and
lovers will soon offer positive
responses.
LEO (July 22-Aug. 22)
Relatives and romantic
partners may early this week
suggest new home routines.
Key areas of concern may
involve parent/child relationships, daily duties or
long-term renovations. Be
receptive: family proposals
or revised home plans will
eventually prove rewarding.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
21) Wednesday through
Saturday highlights new
romantic promises and bold
statements of affection. A
recently stalled relationship
may now move dramatically
forward. If so, expect complex family discussions in
the coming weeks.

Puzzle by Ed Voile, Gillette, WY

C

PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2008, All Rights Reserved.

50 Having actual existence:
Lat.
51 Woodlands ruminant
54 Actor Bostwick
56 Praise
58 Actor Julia
59 Dundee dagger

61 Suggestion
62 Cry
63 Broadcast
64 Church vow
65 Bird’s bill
67 Mil. honor

By Lasha Seniuk
McClatchy Tribune

LIBRA (Sept. 22-Oct. 22)
Loved ones may this week
publicly address vital home
priorities or planned family
gatherings. By early next
week expect revised emotional rules to work strongly
in your favor: tensions
between siblings, complex
schedules or neglected
financial duties may be a key
theme.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Public image, social reputation and revised business
roles are on the agenda this
week: after Monday watch
for key officials to offer
greater access to restricted
or difficult projects. People
skills and team management
will be important: expect
temporary job promotions.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 20) Thursday
through Sunday highlights
delightful romantic moments
and important emotional
discussions. Loved ones will
expect your full devotion:
stay open to all proposals.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 21-Jan.
19) Workplace romance and
social complications may
now be draining. Early this
week expect colleagues or
close friends to ask probing
questions or reveal unusual
information.Thursday
through Sunday spend time
with an isolated friend or
withdrawn family member.
Someone close now needs
delicate advice and encouragement.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) Friendship and romance
will soon be a top priority:
early this week expect loved
ones to confidently state
their intentions, needs and
long-term plans. Emotional
stagnation in key relationships will now end: use
this time to enjoy intimate
moments and develop common goals.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 19)
Monday through Wednesday
watch for loved ones to gently request family improvements or express a need
for change. Boredom and
restlessness are key: find
positive ways to address
ongoing frustration or social
irritations.

Page 6

The Collegian • Sports
Sports Editors, Logan Hopkins and George Stepanoff Jr. • lmhopkins@csufresno.edu and stepanoff3@csufresno.edu

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Wednesday, January 28, at 7 p.m., Save Mart Center

Bulldog Game Day
Fresno State Bulldogs
(8-12, 1-5 WAC)

vs. Houston Baptist Huskies
(2-18, Independent)

By Logan Hopkins and George Stepanoff Jr.
The Collegian

RADIO: KMJ-AM 580

Breakdown: Bulldogs
Coming off a disappointing
loss last Saturday to San Jose
State, the Bulldogs’ matchup
with the Houston Baptist
Huskies might have come at
just the right time.
Fresno State’s loss to the
Spartans dropped its conference record to 1-5 and left
the Bulldogs with little confidence for the remaining
WAC schedule.
But the Huskies come into
Save Mart Center with an
disastrous 2-18 record and
have yet to win a game on the
road.
While the Bulldogs should
not schedule teams with the
intent of a guaranteed victory, Fresno State should
take any win it can get at this
point.

Look
for the
Bulldogs
to try
and outrun the
s h o r t
bench of the Huskies and
hopefully get the team back
into a scoring and defensive
rhythm.
Forward Paul George has
been consistently strong this
season, but expect a breakout performance from the
freshman that exploits the
Huskies’ weaknesses.
If George can play both
ends of the court for Fresno
State and keep the boards
lean, expect the ’Dogs to get
a much needed victory and
some confidence back.

Breakdown: Huskies
The Houston Baptist
Huskies are coming off a
26-point loss to Santa Clara,
and losing is something the
Huskies have come accustomed to this season.
Houston Baptist enters the
game against the Bulldogs
with a record of 2-18, and
has yet to win back-to-back
games in its short basketball
program’s existence.
In order for Houston
Baptist to pick up a win on
the road, they will have to
do something different than
what it’s done all season.
The Huskies are winless
on the road this year (0-11),
and get dominated in almost
every statistical category.
Houston Baptist gets outshot on average each game

by nearly 10
percent, outrebounded by
nine, and outa s s i s t e d by
seven by its
opponents.
While the Huskies average
8.5 three-point field goals
made a game, they still manage to get outscored by an
average of 16.
T h e m a i n we a p o n f o r
Houston Baptist is forward
Gordan Watt who leads the
team in scoring (17.6) and
rebounding (8.6).
If Watt fails to score around
30 points, it is highly unlikely
the Huskies have a chance to
win. Watt might be the only
Husky that will score more
than 10 on the Bulldogs.

Keys to Victory
The Bulldogs win if ...
Freshman forward Paul George
can play strong defense and keep
Gordon Watt off the boards, while
scoring 15 points of his own.
The Huskies win if ...
their combo of Gordon Watt and
Baron Sauls can ignite the offense
and combine for 50 points.

Bryan Cole / The Collegian

Player to watch:
Paul George, Forward
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HOOPS: On track to defend conference title in 2009

Andrew Riggs / Collegian File Photo

Coach Adrian Wiggins took the women’s basketball team to its first NCAA Tournament appearance in 2008 and hopes to have a repeat performance for 2009.

CONTINUED from page 8

Joseph Edgecomb / Collegian File Photo

Sophomore Jaleesa Ross is the Bulldogs’ leading scorer at the midpoint of the season. Ross is
averaging 12.3 points per game and has taken on a leadership role in her second season.

Head coach Adrian Wiggins was
also happy with the way the team
has played in the first half of the season. While refusing to provide a letter
grade, he said he would rate the team’s
performance as “good”, with some
great moments and some that were
“less desirable.”
“We’re in second right now and we’re
tied with lots of other teams,” Wiggins
said. “But we still have 10 games to go,
and of course the tournament is important.”
When asked about the intense pressure that comes with the automatic
berth that is up for grabs in the WAC
tournament, Wiggins seemed confident and at ease, saying, “It gives the
players hope; no matter what happens,
they still have hope at the end of the
season.”

Neither Wiggins nor Ross was ready
to hand out clichés about taking it one
game at a time. When asked about their
goals for the rest of the season they
both said simply, “Our goal is to win
the WAC.”
Of the 10 games remaining, several
are key matchups that will set the pace
for the WAC tournament in March. At
the forefront of these is a home game
against archrival San Jose State this
Friday and both a home and an away
game against Nevada. The Wolfpack
is in first place in the WAC with a 5-0
record in conference play this season.
With the team building chemistry, they hope to defend their conference championship during the rest of
the season, and return to the NCAA
tournament. Once that goal has been
achieved, the sky is the limit for the
Bulldogs.

LACROSSE: First game
butterflies already setting in
for inexperienced team
CONTINUED from page 8
of her life dating back to when she was
in the eighth grade. Today she has trouble getting rest when thinking of her
first collegiate lacrosse game.
“I’m already so excited, I can’t sleep
at night,” Jack said. “This has been a
dream come true for me because I’ve
always wanted to play Division I and
just to be able to play at the collegiate
level. It’s a pretty amazing experience
and I love it.”
Jack was the founder and President
of the Lacrosse Club while attending
the University of Nevada. Her knowledge of the sport has been looking to
provide a helping hand for her teammates, especially the ones unfamiliar
with the sport of lacrosse.
“Experience wise, I’ve always donated
my time to anyone who needed help,”
Jack said. “Leadership wise, I assumed
my role as a leader, but it wasn’t anything like stepping on people’s toes, it
was lending a hand.”
Senior Andrea Alires has also been
seen as an example for her teammates,
because of her soccer experience with
Fresno State.
“Me and three other student-athletes
on the team have played a sport here,”
Alires said. “We know what it takes to
get mentally prepared and play for the
Bulldogs.”
Alires was a second team All-WAC
performer in 2007 while playing Fresno
State soccer. She now has her sights set
on making an impact with her newest
sport.
“We have nothing to lose,” Alires
said. “We’re really excited. The athletic
program, the community, student-athletes and coaches have supported us.

We want to get a win. We can only go
up.”
Her new teammate Jack plans on having a positive perspective when the season starts on the afternoon of Feb. 7.
“We will come out of the game with
our heads up no matter what the outcome is,” Jack said.
Behme believes that the season will
be a work in progress before the historic first victory comes to the new
lacrosse squad, whether it’s against
Cal or later on in the year.
“I think there’s a lot of information
about the game and skills that need to
develop in time,” Behme said. “This
year is not going to be perfect, and it
takes a long time to learn this game,
but I think these girls are doing a really
great job.”

East coast bias...
Central California isn’t exactly crazy for
women’s lacrosse – yet. Fresno State only
has two home games in its first season and
will make more than a few trips back east.
•First home game: Feb. 7 vs. Cal
•Second home game: April 4 vs. St. Mary’s
• Road games include trips to the following states: Ohio, Michigan, New York,
Maryland, Colorado, Oregon and the
District of Columbia

C

VIDEO: See head coach Sue Behme talk
about the Bulldogs’ first lacrosse match at
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Sports
The
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This day in sports history
January 28, 1922
The American Pro Football Association
decided to rename its league to the
“National Football League.” After 87 years,
the NFL is running stronger than ever.
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Women’s
basketball
strong at
midseason
By Haisten Willis
The Collegian
The defending WAC champion, Fresno State women’s
basketball team, has had an
impressive season so far, winning 13 of its 19 games and
currently sitting in a threeway tie for second place in the
conference. They are fighting
hard to defend last season’s
championship and make a
return appearance in the
NCAA tournament.
Highlights
include some
impressive
wins, including victories
o v e r U N LV,
Boise State and Adrian Wiggins
TCU. The team Head Coach
also handed
Louisiana
Tech its second worst home
loss in program history, beating the Lady Techsters 78-53
on Jan. 16.
Disappointments include
a loss to New Mexico State,
(6-14), and a 38-point rout at
the hands of Stanford.
The team’s 13-6 record is the
third best in school history
through 19 games, which is
even more impressive when
considering that there are only
two seniors on the team.
While it is hard to compare
athletics to academics, the
team certainly deserves an
“A” when it comes to 3-point
shots. They have already hit
191 from behind the arc and
are averaging slightly more
than 34 percent.
The team leaders in scoring
thus far are sophomore guard
Jaleesa Ross, senior guard
Bailey Amundsen and sophomore forward Hayley Munro.
All three players are averaging
more than 10 points a game.
Munro leads the team in
rebounds with seven per game
and nearly had a triple double in the latest tilt against
Hawaii. LaShay Fears is the
leader in assists averaging 3.5
per contest.
Ross is the ’Dogs’ leading
scorer thus far, averaging 12.3
points per game and she is
excited about what the rest of
the season holds.
“We’ve hit some high points
and some down points, but
this is a new team, and we’re
getting into a rhythm now,”
Ross said.
Ross said the trip to Hawaii
was one of the high points of
the season, with the 26-point
win over the Rainbow Wahine
making it that much sweeter.
See HOOPS, Page 7

Photos by Sarah Gilbert / The Collegian

Heather Jack, left, is one of the few Bulldogs on the team with any prior experience. Jack was previously the founder and President of the Lacrosse Club
while attending University of Nevada. Jack transferred to Fresno State when the university adopted a new women’s lacrosse program.

HISTORY
in the
MAKING
Win, lose or draw, women’s
lacrosse will make history in
the Valley on February 7.
By Lorenzo Reyna
The Collegian
For coach Sue Behme and
the all new Fresno State
women’s lacrosse team, it’s
not about wins or losses this
year, it’s about making history.
The first ever collegiate
lacrosse game in the Central
Valley takes place on Feb. 7
against Cal inside Bulldog
Stadium.
Behme and her team have
already got their top priority
in focus as their inaugural
game approaches.
“Our first priority is practice this week and get a
chance for these ladies to
play in another competi-

tion,” Behme said. “I feel
good about the fact that
these ladies stepped out of
their comfort zone and took
a lot of courage to say ‘We’re
going to make history. We’re
going to be a part of this and
do what we can to make this
work’.”
Behme comes all the way
from Division III Nazareth
Colle ge in New York, to
coach in a community not
very familiar with the sport
of lacrosse.
However, there has been
plenty of support from the
Fresno State community and
places outside of the campus
for the newest sport in the
Valley.
“I think it’s been a compre-

Andrea Alires has experience playing as a Bulldog – but in another sport.
Alires played soccer in 2007 and now uses her background to lead her team.

CHECK BACK NEXT WEEK:
In preparation for lacrosse’s first home
game on February 7, The Collegian
will break down the Valley’s newest
sport next Wednesday and get you
ready for the inaugural game.
hensive effort,” Behme said.
“With Fresno Unified starting a program, that’s a huge
advantage for our sport, numbers wise. There are now 100
girls who have never played

the sport before now playing
in the community. The parents are enthusiastic about it
and their schools are enthusiastic. I think our marketing
folks and administration have
done a great job of getting this
information out to this community.”
For sophomore Heather
Jack, lacrosse has been a part
See LACROSSE, Page 7

