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An Historic Day
Three Fresno State students
travel to Washington, D.C.
to see Obama sworn in
By Melissa Knopp
The Collegian
On Tuesday afternoon,
Barack Obama was sworn
in as the 44th president of
the United States, becoming the first AfricanAmerican to sit in office.
Obama’s road to the
White House was long and
captured the attention of
Americans everywhere.
In particular, this election demanded the attention of young people as
they were called to “rock
the vote.”
Now, more than ever,
America be g an to see
yo u n g p e o p l e c a r i n g ,
involved and voting.
The story was no different in Fresno.
For Fresno State students Mark Torres, Willam
O l ive r a n d H u m b e r t o
Av i l a , t h i s e l e c t i o n
resounded as more than
an opportunity for a new
president, but also as an
opportunity for a leadership revolution.
When Obama was first
elected, Torres, a graduate student studying
public administration,
decided that staying in
Fresno for the epic inauguration wasn’t an option
and booked his flight to
Washington, D.C.
Torres said he didn’t even
know if he would have
a ticket to the event, but
knew no matter what, he
would be in Washington.
“Going to Washington,
D.C. for a presidential
inauguration is something
that all Americans should
be a part of at least once in
their lives,” Torres said.
Torres was lucky enough
to get a ticket for himself
and three others that he
gave to friends.
Torres got the tickets
from Congressman Devin
Nunes after putting his

name
on
a
request
list.
To r r e s s a i d
that when he
found out he was
guaranteed a spot at the
inauguration, a feeling
of sheer excitement came
over him.
“I have been a volunteer with the Obama
Campaign since January
2008, canvassing precincts
in Henderson, Nevada,
during the early state caucuses,” Torres said.
“Being part of such a
large number of people
excites me; we will all be
a part of something much
bigger than ourselves.”
Torres said that even
though he has always
u n d e r s t o o d a n d l i ke d
politics, his passion for it
didn’t begin until his college years.
“It wasn’t until I got
to college that I started
becoming more proactive
and getting involved and
educated on causes and
candidates that I was interested in,” Torres said.
“It’s been nice to see
other college students getting active politically as
well.”
Torres believes that this
presidency in particular
is something that college
students should be enthusiastic about.
“Students should be particularly excited about this
See OBAMA, Page 2
Nancy Stone / McClatchy Tribune
Photo Illustration by Bryan Cole / The Collegian
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Inauguration events
come to Fresno State
By Mathew Gomes
The Collegian

Some watched television and millions more from behind computer
screens, but on Tuesday morning,
members of the Fresno State community converged on campus to participate in several inauguration-viewing
activities.
The Satellite Student Union, where
the university hosted a broadcast of
CNN’s coverage of the inauguration,
had about 40 people in attendance, and
many expressed excitement about the
inauguration.
Senior Denise Villegas and sophomore Pazao Xiong both looked forward to the inauguration.
Villegas described an optimism that
Obama’s presidency will mark a larger shift in social attitudes.
“I think it is obviously a big moment
in history with respect to racial discrimination. I hope it will lead to
changes in getting rid of discrimination in everything in the workplace:
gender, race, sexual preference,”
Villegas said.
Students were not the only audience
members eager to watch the proceedings. Tom Holyoke, assistant professor of political science, was also in
attendance Tuesday morning. Like
many others, Holyoke described the
event as “historic.”
“First and foremost, that he’s the
first African-American president is
an enormous milestone. It’s also the
transition, not only from one president to another, but from one party
to the other, all against the backdrop
of a very serious economic crisis,”
Holyoke said.
Meanwhile, in Conley Art 101, other
members of the campus community participated in a forum for Fox
News that included live responses to
the inauguration. Fresno was one of
only four cities in the nation selected
to participate in the forum. The other
cities included New York, Detroit and
Fayetteville, N.C.
According to Raj Nair, who helped
produce the forum, Fox News chose
Fresno to participate because the city
has been affected by the current economic crisis. Nair was surprised by
the participants. “I always thought
California was pretty liberal, but the
sentiment in this room was pretty
conservative,” he said.
One participant, alumnus Paul
Takhar, described himself as a
moderate Republican, but voted for
Barack Obama in the 2008 presidential election.“I love John McCain, but
I believe the Republican party’s message was bad.”
Takhar added, “The party needs
to reinvent themselves.” He cited a
lack of fiscal responsibility as well as
stances on energy policies and social
issues as major problems for the
party.
Student Ashley Heinrich, a senior in
business marketing, also participated.
“As a college student, I’m struggling
to find a full-time job when I graduate in May,” said Heinrich, expressing
concerns about the nation’s economy.
Back in the Satellite Student Union,
Joyce Ester, Assistant Vice President
for Judicial Affairs and Division
Planning, tried to articulate her own
personal reaction. Tears in her eyes,
Ester said, finally, “It was just — I
don’t know. It was just amazing for
me.”
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OBAMA: ‘... Real change’ for America
CONTINUED from page 1
election, because of the implications that have led to our
country losing its reputability
across the world; also because
it adversely affects all of our
futures in some shape way or
form,” Torres said.
Traveling with Torres was
fellow Fresno State student
and Obama campaign volunteer Will Oliver, who had a different reason for his inauguration excitement.
“I can’t wait to tell my children and grandchildren that I
was there and was able to share
that moment with President
Barack Obama,” Oliver said.
Oliver, a senior studying
business administration with
a minor in political science
and journalism, said that his
reason for getting involved
in the first place was simple,
he wanted to be a part of the
change he saw Obama bringing, especially to the lives of
young people.
“Throughout his campaign,
and throughout his career, he
has become very sensitive to
the issues facing college students,” Oliver said. “…Our
president will reach out to
young people, and students
will have the opportunity for
college to be affordable.”
Oliver said that a more
affordable tuition isn’t the
only thing students should be
excited about.
“This inauguration indicates that with a collective
effort, young people can have
a large imprint on the future
direction of this country,”

Oliver said.
Humberto Avila, a senior
biology student who ran for
state assembly in 2008 and
another traveler to Washington
D.C., agreed with Oliver.
“Obama’s run for President,
inspired me to run for state
assembly because he showed
me that anyone, no matter
where you come from, can
climb the highest of mountains,” Avila said.

“This is the most important
and anticipated inauguration
in my lifetime,” Avila said.
“To me Obama is the one of
the few politicians who really
wants to make a difference in
this world. I believe that the
opportunity for real change
has come to America.”
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That’s What the People Are Saying
On the nation's new direction
nd to those nations like ours that enjoy relative
plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference
to suffering outside our borders; nor can we consume
the world's resources without regard to effect. For the
world has changed, and we must change with it. "

“A
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—President Barack Obama, Inaugural Address

‘Keep our university strong’
President welcomes students, discusses budget setbacks

W

not caught unaware by this situation
semester!
and we will work together to move
As we watched the inauforward.
guration of President Obama this
Our incredible team of administraweek, the word “opportunity” kept
tion, faculty and staff is committed
coming to my mind.
to minimizing negative
I was struck by how
impacts and striving to
Mr. Obama rose to the
keep our university strong,
Presidency, so astutely takprotect the academic mising advantage of the opporsion and ensure that you,
tunities created by his own
our students, continue to
abilities and hard work, and
receive the excellent eduby the opportunities precation to which you are
sented by our nation’s social
entitled.
and political evolution.
We do have good news as
“Opportunity” is a watchwe start the semester: the
President
word at Fresno State. As a
new Madden Library will
university of opportunity,
Feb. 20.
John D. Welty open
we provide the welcoming
Last month the state haltenvironment, excellent
ed funding for thousands
instruction and caring support serof building projects, including our
vices that encourage students of all
library, which was on schedule to open
backgrounds to thrive and succeed.
in early February.
This is a great time for students
Because serving students is our
to take advantage of the opportuniNo. 1 priority, we worked to make it
ties Fresno State offers to earn your
possible to open the new north wing’s
degrees and achieve your career goals.
collection level, first, second and third
I told the faculty and staff at our
floors, as well as the renovated south
spring assembly earlier this week that
wing. However, we’ll have to open with
our nation, state and university face
sparse furnishings and equipment.
unprecedented economic challenges
We’ll also delay relocating the
that trouble us also as individuals.
Learning Resource Center and Office
But, I want to underscore that we have
of Student Disabilities and moving
been making plans to meet these chalinto the Harold Haak Administrative
lenges for the past two years. We were
Center on the library’s fourth floor
elcome back to the spring

until we get the state go-ahead.
I hope you’ll join me at a ribbon-cutting ceremony and tours of the library
at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 19.
This semester, we’ll also consult
with students to begin the process for
building a parking structure, potentially on the west end of campus. The
project would be funded by a student
parking permit increase and other
ancillary revenues.
Plans are ready to construct the permanent University High campus just
west of the Smittcamp Alumni House.
Unfortunately, that project also is
delayed until the state enacts a budget
and funds are released.
Another project, Campus Pointe, is
moving ahead. The developer expects
a summer opening for the workforce
housing complex you’ve probably seen
taking shape.
Last week’s excellent student participation in the “Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition” project is a reminder
of Fresno State’s ongoing volunteerism. Thank you for your continued
community commitment.
As we start the new semester, I wish
each of you the best in your academic
pursuits and I urge you to take advantage of every opportunity available at
Fresno State to reach your goals.

New semester brings new beginnings
W

hew!

Does anyone else feel
like the winter break went
by way too soon? I barely
had anytime to actually decompress
from the previous semester, before
thoughts and plans for the upcoming
semester began creeping in my brain.
Amongst the usual thoughts of
graduation deadlines, tuition payments and parking fees for senior
undergraduates like me, I also had
to begin training a new staff for the
spring semester and plan out The
Collegian’s goals for the remainder of
the academic school year.
This semester our staff has significantly grown and there are several
new members, all with their own significant goals for their position. Here’s
a look at the new staff working to
serve you, our readers:
Switching it up from Opinion to
News, is Mathew Gomes, who is now
News Editor for The Collegian.
Joining the staff this semester as
Copy Editor, is Melissa Knopp, a senior
mass communication and journalism
major with an emphasis in print journalism.
Another new addition to The
Collegian is Features Editor Valerie
Nevens, a sophomore mass communication and journalism major
with an emphasis in print journalism. Collaborating with Valerie in

THE

The Director’s Chair
Brandon Santiago
Features, is new Features Reporter
Sarah Peterson.
Taking over Opinion is Daniela
Lopez. Lopez is a senior double majoring in advertising and English.
Returning from the fall, but now
as Sports Editor, is Logan Hopkins.
George Stepanoff Jr. will be the new
Co-Sports Editor. Both are juniors
majoring in mass communication and
journalism with emphases in broadcast journalism.
Assisting the Sports team will be
new Sports Reporter Lorenzo Reyna, a
senior broadcast journalism major.
The new Photo Editor is Bryan
Cole. Cole is a senior photojournalism
major.
Heather Billings is staying on as
Multimedia Editor. Billings is a senior
finishing up both a degree in digital
media and in print journalism.

Collegian

The Collegian is a student-run
publication that serves the
Fresno State community
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Views expressed
in The Collegian do not
necessarily reflect the views
of the staff or university.

The Collegian
California State University, Fresno
5201 N. Maple Ave., M/S SA42
Fresno, CA 93740-8027
News Line: (559) 278-2486
Business Line: (559) 278-5735
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Joel Ede will be the new Assistant
Multimedia Editor. Ede is a senior
digital media major.
The Collegian’s Webmaster is
Christa Williams, a senior digital
media major.
Rounding out our multimedia
team, we have our Newscast Reporter
Whitney Vasquez, a senior broadcast journalism major, Multimedia
Reporter Carl Merriam, and
Broadcast Personality Toni Martinez.
As for my goals, I have reconfigured
how editors interact with reporters, in
hopes of providing more coaching on
writing and story development.
The Collegian is also working hard
to get in touch with our audience and
provide ways for that audience to
interact with us.
Late last semester, we started up
The Collegian MySpace as a way to
network and communicate directly
with Collegian readers. I hope to
continue to expand the The Collegian
MySpace to offer more of an inside
peek and behind the scenes look at
what we do.
So please continue reading and
checking out our Web site and spread
the word about our new features, and
if you haven’t already, please add us as
your MySpace friend at www.myspace.
com/thecollegian.

Letters to the Editor (collegian@csufresno.edu)
All letters submitted to The Collegian must not exceed
250 words in length, must be type-written, and must be
accompanied by a full name and phone number to verify
content. The Collegian reserves the right to edit all material for
length, content, spelling and grammar, as well as the right to
refuse publication of any material submitted. All material
submitted to The Collegian becomes property of The Collegian.
Each member of the campus community is permitted one copy of
The Collegian. Subscriptions are available for $25, on a semester
basis. Staff positions at The Collegian are open to students of all
majors. Contact the Editor in Chief for details.
All content Copyright © 2009 The Collegian.

Editor in Chief
News Editor
Copy Editor
Features Editor
Features Reporter
Sports Editors
Sports Reporter
Opinion Editor
Photo Editor
Multimedia Editor
Webmaster
Assistant Multimedia Editor
Newscast Reporter
Multimedia Reporter
Broadcast Personality

Brandon Santiago
Mathew Gomes
Melissa Knopp
Valerie Nevens
Sarah A. Peterson
Logan Hopkins
George Stepanoff Jr.
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Daniela Lopez
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Heather Billings
Christa Williams
Joel M. Ede
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One-Finger
Salute

Culled each week
from discussions
in The Collegian
newsroom.

Thumbs up

The new presidency
Let’s hope our new president can lead
the country out of the economic muck
we’re in. We’re broke and we don’t like it.

Thumbs up

Fresno State
student volunteers
Kudos to all the Fresno State students
that volunteered to work for “Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition” this past week.
With your hard work, you represented
our university in the effort to help a local
family. We hope you at least had time to
refuel by raiding the buffet table.

Thumbs down
Slow Drivers
on Herndon Ave

The greater expanse of the avenue has a
50 mph speed limit, kindly step on the
gas.

Thumbs up

Upcoming opening
of Madden Library
We will finally be able to pick up
thousands of books and browse through
their contents at our leisure. Or in other
words, procrastinators rejoice!

Thumbs up
The builders
of Snowzilla

The people of Anchorage, Alaska said to
hell with the ban the city placed on their
annual building of their giant snowman.
The ability to use a snow figure to fight a
city ruling is particularly motivating.

Thumbs down
Yard-burning fans

Added to the list of sorrows of the
defeated Philadelphia Eagles’ quarterback is $2,000 worth of damages to his
home caused by two overzealous Arizona
Cardinal’s fans. Although we know you
“heart AZ,” you don’t have to burn it on
McNabb’s lawn. C’mon guys, give the
guy a break.

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a forum for
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Local Advertising Manager
Advertising Coordinator
National Advertising Manager
Special Projects
Special Projects
Special Projects
Art Director
Assistant Art Director
Distribution Manager
Accountancy Assistant

Business Manager/Online Adviser
Faculty Adviser
Advertising Instructor

Christina Johnson
Stacia Sturman
Thomas Rouse
Enrique Loera
Landon Reda
Tiana Durso
Michael Uribes
Brandon Ocegueda
Savannah West
Pasindu Samarasekera

Virginia Sellars-Erxleben
Jefferson Beavers
Jan Edwards
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Word of the Day

Neologasm
The pleasurable feeling from having coined
a new word.
From UrbanDictionary.com
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Average House toExtreme Home
Lucky Fresno family receives huge gift from reality show and valley volunteers.
Before

During Construction
Photos by Bryan Cole / The Collegian

After being announced the winners of "Extreme Makeover: Home Edition," the Riojas family was lead out into a limousine by cast members and driven to the
airport, then flown to Colorado for vacation.

By Valerie Nevens
The Collegian

After

Born with no legs and only one complete
arm, Mary Ann Riojas of Fresno struggled in and out of foster homes throughout most of her childhood, but now she’s a
television star.
On Jan. 9, Ty Pennington, host and
designer on ABC’s hit reality show
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edition,”
surprised Riojas and her four children,
announcing through his megaphone outside their home that they were the lucky
family receiving a new home.
Designer Didiayer Snyder said she and
the other designers were inspired by all
the things Riojas has accomplished with
only one complete limb.
“She put herself through college, she
learned how to drive a car, she’s raised
four beautiful children and she’s doing it
as a disabled person, because she doesn’t
see herself with a disability,” Snyder said.
“When you think of someone who is disabled you think of someone who is unable
to do something, but she defies that myth
because she’s extremely able.”
For Riojas the new house is her key to
freedom.
“When I bought this house it was just
the fact of buying a home for me and my
family,” Riojas said. “It’s a nice home, but
it’s not wheelchair accessible or equipped
for my needs.”
Designer Didiayer Snyder said Riojas
couldn’t even fit through her bathroom

Extreme show
Tune in to ABC 30 on Sunday, March 8 to
see Mary Ann and her family on "Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition."
door in the old house.
“She can’t even get her wheelchair into
the bathroom. When she gets to the door
she has to hop off onto the ground, crawl
to the bath, put a towel down and get herself into the tub just to shower,” Snyder
said.
With the help of “Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition” designers and local builder De Young Properties, Riojas won’t just
be able to fit through the bathroom door,
but will have easier access to everything
in her new home.
Jerry De Young of De Young Properties
said the home would be completely wheelchair accessible.
“It has wider doors, wider hallways and
turn around spaces that are five feet or
more, so she’ll be able to visit every part
of the house,” De Young said.
In order for De Young Properties to build
the home, it enlisted the help of other local
companies and an overwhelming number
of volunteers.
De Young said over 4,000 people volunteered before De Young Properties had to
remove the volunteer menu off its website, and that in order for every one of
those people to help shifts were shortened

from eight hours to four.
“Those are just regular volunteers, not
counting numerous subcontractors that
have come forth.” De Young said. “We
probably have 10 plumbers, 10 electricians
and many different companies that have
volunteered and we can’t use them all.
“We’re just amazed at all the support.”
Nick Conway, a junior business marketing major, said he and his Sigma Chi fraternity brothers volunteered because it
was a great opportunity to give back to the
community.
In return for doing tasks like packing up
the families old items and moving in the
new furniture, Conway got a sneak peek
inside the house.
“One of the girls’ rooms is an Asian
theme, and the other two share the room
on the top floor which has a San Francisco
vibe,” Conway said. “The boy’s room is
a technology theme, and the master bedroom has an 'Urban Outfitters' feel to it.”
Riojas said she is blessed to live in a
community so eager to give.
“Watching everybody get together in the
community and seeing how giving and
supportive they are has been awesome
and touching,” Riojas said. “They offered
to help not even knowing who the family
was or what the need was. I’m speechless
about that and I’m thankful to everyone.”

C

VIDEO: To see footage of the
Riojas home being built go to
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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The daily crossword
ACROSS
1 Boxer tether
6 Beethoven’s birthplace
10 News bite
14 “Fear of Flying” author
Jong
15 Half of CXIV
16 Auto-racing org.
17 “Songcatcher” co-star
19 New walkers
20 Debate again
21 Kern and Robbins
23 Neckline shape
24 Argentine port
25 Haughty look
28 Had been
29 Waistcoats
32 Armed conflicts
33 Municipal grp.
34 Viennese tongue
35 Sale-tag abbr.
36 Former Georgia senator
38 Islands of Indonesia
39 NHL coach Bowman
41 Ostrich cousin
42 Stuffed shirt
43 Type of battery
44 Liveliness
45 Some change
46 Watercourses for logs
48 Tootsie
49 Peace pipe
51 Bay of Alaska
55 Orbison and Acuff
56 “Little Big Man” director

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Puzzle by Willy A. Wiseman,New York, NY
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58 Diarist Frank
59 Rob of “St. Elmo’s Fire”
60 Scattered (seeds)
61 Harmless cysts
62 Come to a stop
63 Ferber and O’Brien
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DOWN
1 Regan’s father
2 Buffalo’s lake
3 Verdi classic
4 Neck wraps
5 Closet item

6 Crestfallen
7 Egg: pref.
8 Martial arts masters
9 SF gridder
10 Monotone utterer
11 “Death in Venice” author
12 Art Deco artist
13 Big glob
18 Can. province
22 Black and shiny
24 Platte River valley people
25 Canton folk
26 Stupor: pref.
27 Star of “Captain Blood”
28 Typist’s stat
30 Fortune card
31 Social slights
33 Word after school or sick
34 Wildebeest
36 Banjo beat
37 Ref’s cohort
40 Screes
42 Vanilla bean
44 Gas in Glasgow
45 College subject
47 Dining out experiences
48 Capote’s nickname
49 Bird’s crop
50 First-class
51 I’m glad that’s over!
52 Shaped with an ax
53 SSS class.
54 Conclusions
57 Deuce

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Quote of the Day
“Focusing your life solely on making a buck shows a
certain poverty of ambition. It asks too little of yourself. Because it's only when you hitch your wagon to
something larger than yourself that you realize your true
potential.”
— Barack Obama,
President
From brainyquote.com

Calendar
Compiled by Valerie Nevens
The Collegian

January 22—Mens
Basketball team competes
against Louisiana Tech.
Game starts at 7 p.m.
Admission is free for students. For more information
visit GoBulldogs.com.

January 23—Cineculture
showing of “A single woman”
with discussion following
with actress/writer Jean
Marie Simpson. Starts at 5
p.m. in McLane Hall 121.
For more information visit
cineculture.csufresno.edu.

January 24—It’s Change a
Pet’s Life Day. Play with your
pet or consider adopting
one. If you’re looking for a
cat or kitten, The Cat House
on Kings will have reduced
adoption fees.

January 25— Warnors
Center for the Performing
Arts presents: The Spanish
Brass Quintet. At the
Warnors Theater – Tickets
$20 and $30: Bach to
Ragtime with Spanish charm
at 7:30 p.m.

Welcome Back!
Need an apartment?
We’ve got a deal for you!

Parkwood Apartments
is offering

$300 OFF

rent, and a Nintendo Wii
or iPod Touch...
... on 1 bedroom apartments
with a 12 month lease

4918 N. Ninth
Fresno, CA 93726

559.225.3377
www.gsfpi.com
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BASEBALL: Batesole will need to keep players focused
CONTINUED from page 8
Grubb, Steve Detwiler
and Holden Sprague, the
Bulldogs should be in
pretty good shape. That’s
not to mention, coach Mike
Batesole bringing in a top15 recruiting class.
Logan: I know it will
be tough for Batesole to
keep his returning stars
focused and hungry following their magical run,
but it seems like these
guys have all bought into
his system. This team
seems ready to make a
run at its fourth straight
WAC title and maybe even
another trip to Omaha for
the College World Series.
Fans shouldn’t expect the
same results from the 2009
Diamond ’Dogs, but they
can expect one thing –
Beiden Field will be packed
on Feb. 20.
George: There’s no
doubt attendance numbers
will definitely increase this
year as students and fans
should think about picking
up their tickets much earlier than they may be used
to. The women’s lacrosse
team may also draw a

crowd next door to Beiden
Field Feb. 7 when they take
the field for Fresno State’s
first ever lacrosse match. It’s
always exciting getting a new
sport, but along with that
comes the growing pains of
starting up a new program in
college athletics.
Logan: Another sport to
keep an eye on will be the
softball team. Margie Wright
is the winningest coach in
NCAA softball and has done
a terrific job keeping Fresno

State consistently strong.
This year, the Bulldogs will
return ace Morgan Melloh
and the lively bat of leadoff
hitter Haley Perkins. Fresno
State hosted Cal in the regionals last season, and hasn’t
yet forgotten their defeat.
Wright’s team seems poised
for a run at Oklahoma and
may have an answer to basbeall’s national title.
George: With other teams
like tennis, golf and track taking aim at WAC titles of their
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Mediator Mentors will work during at least two lunch hours per week, assisting
elementary and middle school students with communication and strategies for
eﬀective interpersonal problem solving. University students who elect to become
mentors receive training in conﬂict resolution and mediation.
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Training for this program will be:

Saturday, Jan. 31 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
in Extended Education, Room 140

Conﬁrm your participation with Karen DeVoogd: kdevoogd@csufresno.edu
and Pam Lane-Garon: pamelalg@csufresno.edu
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Teaching Abour the Middle East in the 21st Century
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQSOHDVHYLVLW
KWWSZZZFVXIUHVQRHGXPHVSQHZVBHYHQWVLQGH[VKWPO
RUFDOOWKH&ROOHJHRI$UWVDQG+XPDQLWLHVDW

own, the spring season looks
to be a memorable one.
Logan: We have plenty to
look forward to and lots of
chances to get out and support
our Bulldogs – from start to
finish.
George: And we won’t have

to worry about our athletic
department collapsing midseason.
Logan: Poor Falcons.

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday, January 22, AT 7 P.M., Save Mart Center

Bulldog Game Day
Fresno State Bulldogs
(7-11, 0-4 WAC)

vs.

Louisiana Tech Bulldogs
(8-10, 2-3 WAC)

By Lorenzo Reyna
The Collegian

RADIO: KMJ-AM 580

Breakdown: Bulldogs
Even with a winless record
in the conference, coach Steve
Cleveland still has an upbeat
basketball squad.
“The morale of the team is
excellent,” Cleveland said.
“Everyone is frustrated, but
this team is resilient and they

won’t give up. This is a great
group with a great attitude.”
Fresno State came off of a
rugged, two-game road trip
with conference powers Utah
State and Nevada, where they
lost by margins of just four
and five points.

C l eve l a n d b e l i eve s t h at
his team is making progress
towards the next big step —
and hopes to take that step
Thursday night at the Save
Mart Center.
“We proved that we can
compete with anyone in this
league,” Cleveland said. “We
haven’t proven that we can
beat anyone in this league but
that’s the next step.”

Paid Advertisement

F r e s n o
State had to
overcome
deficits of 15
points against
Nevada and 18 points in their
conference opener against
New Mexico State.
The Bulldogs will need to
keep up and not fall so far
behind to win their first league
game.

Breakdown:
Louisiana Tech
C o a c h
S t e v e
Cleveland’s
Bulldogs
have enjoyed success
against Louisiana Tech
with four straight victories. But this Louisiana
Tech team may pose a
challenge.
“They’re a completely different team,”
Cleveland said. “They’re
very physical and strong,
and have an outstanding two guard in Jamel
Guyton who was a junior
college All-American and
Kyle Gibson who was the
leading scorer last year
at the three.”
Tech is more experienced with three returning starters, two seniors,
three junior college transfers, and a transfer from
Southeastern Conference
power Louisiana State.

Keys to Victory
The Bulldogs win if ...
They do not fall behind in the
second half and if senior Dwight
O’Neil has more assists than
baskets.
Louisiana Tech wins if ...
It gets ahead early and forces
Fresno State to rely on the threepoint shot to come from behind.

Bryan Cole / The Collegian

Player to watch:
Sylvester Seay, forward

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible
for nor does it assume any liability
for its advertisers. We caution our
readers to check out the legitimacy of all advertisers before doing
business with any of them.

FOR RENT/SALE
Lovely large 3-bed, 2-bath apartment. Walking distance to university. Pool, car parking. Ideal
for sharing. Willow and Barstow,
pierce complex. 559-283-2682

Sports
The
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Today in sports history
January 21, 1989
Hockey legend Wayne Gretzky passed Marcel
Dionne to become the second-leading scorer
in NHL history. Later in 1989, Gretzky
became the all-time leading scorer and now is
simply known as ‘The Great One.’
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Hop, Step and a jump
Logan Hopkins
George Stepanoff Jr.

L

ogan: After a cold
winter break that
went by way too
quickly, I think I am about
ready for some spring-time
sports. Ok, so maybe it wasn’t
that cold, but following such
a disappointing fall season, I
think Redwavers out there are
all ready for a fresh start.
George: You’re right; it
was a pretty disappointing
fall season for sports, with
the exception of the women’s
soccer team. I did get to cover
them as a beat writer, and
quite frankly I’m pretty glad I
didn’t get stuck with another
sport.
Logan: The soccer team
finished its season very strong
and ran into an amazing
UCLA team, which was pretty
exciting. But other sports,
like football and volleyball,
left Bulldog fans hoping for
more. Keeping that in mind, I
think that the spring lineup of
Fresno State sports has a lot
to offer.
George: With 12 sports
competing this semester,
there will be plenty of events
for Bulldogs fans to attend,
helping put the autumn blues
behind them. Currently, the
women’s basketball team has
gotten off to a fast start with
the best overall record in the
WAC and hopes for a conference title. Last season the
team made it to the big dance;
coach Adrian Wiggins has
them playing good ball once
again which hopefully will
carry over to the programs
first NCAA win in 2009.
Logan: While the men’s
team hasn’t had such a hot
start, young players like freshmen Paul George, Mychal
Ladd and Bryce Cartwright
have made every game com-

Photo courtesy of Fresno State Athletics and Minorwhite Studio

ABOVE: The basball team won the College World Series last June for the first time in program history and will keep fans on the edge of their seat in 2009.
BELOW: Haley Gilleland and the softball team hosted the NCAA Regionals in 2008, but failed to advance to the finals. 2009 could have a different ending.

Looking forward
to spring sports
pelling. Junior college transfer Sylvester Seay had been
the Bulldogs only prescence
in the paint, including his
career-high 32 points at Utah
State. Coach Steve Cleveland
has allowed senior Dwight
O’Neil to lead the young players on the team and has kept
everything together. The
Bulldogs may have a tough
road in conference play, but at
least they will be fun to watch

and will give everyone something to look forward to in the
future.
George: Most excitingly, we
have the baseball team coming off its national championship season, which will look
to make another run in ’09.
With core returning players
like Tommy Mendonca, Alan
Ahmady, Danny Muno, Danny
See BASEBALL, Page 6

Juan Villa / The Collegian

Soccer coach Springthorpe leaves for NC State
By George Stepanoff Jr.
The Collegian
Over the course of winter break,
Fresno State’s women’s soccer coach
Steve Springthorpe was offered a head
coaching position at North Carolina
State of the Atlantic Coast Conference.
After five years at the helm of Bulldog
soccer, Springthorpe made the decision
to accept the NC State coaching vacancy and move back east.
“I just got in a couple days ago, and I’m
excited to be back on the East Coast,”
Springthorpe said. “However, I cannot
express the gratitude and thanks that
I have for the Athletic Department at
Fresno State, and how grateful I am
for President Welty believing in me
back in 2004.”

During his tenure, Springthorpe
posted a 52- 39-13 overall record.
Previous to Springthorpe, no coach in
Fresno State history was ever able to
take Bulldog soccer to
an NCAA Tournament.
Springthorpe led
the Bulldo gs to two
N C A A To u r n a m e n t
appearances, as well
as one re gular season WAC title and two
WA C T o u r n a m e n t
Championships.
In addition, 25 studentSteve
athletes were selected
Springthorpe
as All-WAC athletes,
and 39 student-athletes
were named Academic All-WAC. In
2006, Springthorpe also garnered WAC
Coach of the Year honors.

“It was quite a run, but I will
always have a little Bulldog in me,”
Springthorpe said. “The move definitely hasn’t made it any easier on how
much I truly miss all of the individuals
whom I have had the pleasure of working with at Fresno State.”
Current players on the roster say they
will miss Springthorpe as well and the
news came as a shock to them back on
Jan. 6.
“We all didn’t see it coming, and
didn’t know what to expect – wondering who the new coach will be,” sophomore midfielder Lauren Satterlee said.
“Steve will be missed by all of us, but
I respect his decision doing what he
needed to do for himself and his family.”
Athletic Director Thomas Boeh says
Springthorpe is a class act, and that

the athletic department will miss him
greatly.
“Steve’s commitment and character
during his time here are truly appreciated by many,” Boeh said. “Over the
past five years, Springthorpe’s success
has contributed heavily to our athletic
department’s overall achievement. We
are grateful for the service that Steve
has provided Fresno State, and wish
him well in his new challenges at NC
State.”
The athletic department will hold
an important meeting with studentathletes today regarding the coaching
situation. While practice begins again
on Monday, Fresno State is currently
conducting its national search to fill
the position immediately.

