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They will meet on the field next
year in late August in drastically
altered versions of each other.
Fresno State won’t have Derek
Carr at
E
G
V
quarterA
S
S
BO
LA
back. USC
13
will have
a sense of
permanency with its
head coach.
Fresno
State’s 2014
seasonFresno State o p e n i n g
matchup
USC
against
USC at the Coliseum is going to
have an opening act in this season’s encore. The Bulldogs (111), who captured the Mountain
West championship Saturday
with their 24-17 win over Utah
State, will play the Trojans in the
Las Vegas Bowl on Dec. 21 at Sam
Boyd Stadium.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Controversy
surrounds
debaters’
wins, style
By Hailey Mayo
The Collegian

in 1997 with a degree in liberal studies. She
received her bilingual teacher credentials in
1998 and was a teacher for seven years before
she moved on to real estate.
During her time at Fresno State,
Odabashian built connections with people that
have helped her since graduation.
“I believe some of those connections are
lasting relationships and are influential,” she
said. “Some of the people today that I’m in
business with now were some of the people I
met at Fresno State.”
It is important to care for others,
Odabashian said, to operate a business.

Fresno State’s Barking
Bulldogs debate team has found
success this year, but members
are concerned they are being
judged differently based on their
style, race and gender.
This is Fresno State’s third
year with an active debate team,
but it is already the top team in
District 1. That district includes
UC Berkeley, Arizona State, USC,
Stanford, UNLV among others.
In October, students Nadia
Lewis and Jamila Ahmed made
history after being the first two
African-American women, nontraditional speakers to ever win
first and second place individual speakers at the Henry Clay
Debates in Kentucky.
Fresno State students Candis
Tate and Sierra Holley made yet
another mark at Wake Forest
University’s 53rd annual Shirley
Classic held Nov. 15-18.
Tate and Holley, who are also
non-traditional speakers, broke
into the elimination rounds and
left the tournament with a 5-3
record. They beat Harvard, the
second best team in the nation,
but lost to Towson University.
The tournament was comprised of 137 teams and 274 speakers from schools such as Harvard,
Northwestern, Georgetown, UC
Berkeley and USC.
Tate and Holley won seventh

See BUSINESS, Page 6

See DEBATERS, Page 3
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Fresno State coach Tim DeRuyter hoists the Mountain West Conference Championship trophy after the Bulldogs’ 24-17 win over Utah State Saturday at Bulldog Stadium.

Alumni find success in business
By Careen Wong
The Collegian

Representing the future of business in the
Central Valley, 40 young professionals were
honored as members of the “40 under 40” of
2013 by Fresno’s Business Street Online. They
were nominated by their peers for achieving
business success before the age of 40.
Seventeen Fresno State alumni made the
list and four of them shared their stories and
advice for current students.
It’s about relationships
Joanna Odabashian was born in Visalia,

moved to Orange County and then settled
down in Fresno by the time she was seven
years old. After graduating from Fresno State,
she decided to stay in the Central Valley
because it was an affordable and “great” place
to raise her family, she said.
Also, many of the connections she made
while in school were from the Central Valley.
Odabashian is the team leader and CEO
of Keller Williams Realty Fresno, an international franchise. She works with 118 real estate
agents in the Fresno branch.
“My job is to motivate them, train them and
provide value to their business,” Odabashian
said.
Odabashian graduated from Fresno State
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By not reinstating wrestling, Fresno State is
alienating local spectators and athletes
By Haley Lambert
Opinion Editor

Dan Gable coached a championship
wrestling program at the University of
Iowa. He also won gold in the 1972 Munich
Olympics. In high school, he went undefeated from his sophomore to senior year.
The only match he lost as a freshman was
against a senior teammate. He won a wrestling scholarship to Iowa State University
where he won two NCAA titles.
A typical All-American jock story, right?
A boy from the Midwest attends the state
university then makes a living at the only
skill he might possess.
Sounds about right, until it’s learned
that when he was a high school sophomore,
his older sister was brutally raped and murdered while he and his parents were away.
Gable believed his winning would help
his family cope.
“I needed to give them enough entertainment that they didn't have to look other
places,” he said referencing his sister’s
murder.
He provided dignity and pride to his
family when such virtues were cruelly stolen from them.
What would have become of Gable and
his family had he not wrestled cannot be
speculated, though he surely would have

been a very successful and driven teacher,
businessman, scientist, etc.
Fortunately, he did wrestle. As a result,
the world witnessed the manifestation
of his drive, pride, skill and integrity. All
because of the horrible thing that happened
to his family when he was barely a young
man.
Sports provides an outlet for the athlete and the spectator. The relationship
between the two becomes a symbiotic relationship in which both parties are inspired.
Being a sports spectator doesn’t necessarily mean being a fan. One doesn’t have
to follow the career of a particular athlete to
know the sudden jolt of joy that comes from
watching that person succeed in a contest.
Seeing a receiver catch a 40-yard touchdown pass, or a forward fight for a rebound
or a sprinter accelerate to an exciting finish
becomes a metaphor for succeeding in the
mundane day-to-day. It becomes a symbol
of not just coping but pushing through and
working reach to the utmost of our capabilities.
As corny as it sounds, recalling that
Olympic sprint or World Series home run
can remind us that any endeavor undertaken by humans can be accomplished.
Realizing the frustration and pain that
these athletes experience can be a remedy
for self-doubt.

It could be this very thought that helps
us get through finals week, cleaning out
and organizing the garage, applying for
graduate school or acing a job interview.
Wrestling is arguably one of the toughest sports for which to train. It requires
hours of both intense cardio (think miles
of running) and weight training, as well as
hours of drill work to improve technique.
Don’t forget the self-deprivation that comes
from trying to make a certain weight class.
These athletes do all the aforementioned
training and then might only consume a
salad and a small glass of water.
A wrestling contest is a fascinating thing
to watch. Steeped in as much history as
foot racing, it harkens back to the ancient
Olympics. People have participated in the
sport not just for decades, but centuries —
in one form or another.
Combine the history with the training,
and we have the ultimate vehicle for inspiration. Wrestling demonstrates the great
fusion that takes place among three virtues:
discipline, skill and pride.
In other sports, it’s possible to play well
with one of these traits. It seems many
people go through youth, high school and
college sports and never combine the three.
They can perform well in some capacity, but no athlete will inspire like one who
uses all three virtues in the highest possible

manifestation.
In wrestling, the only way for an athlete
to be a success and inspiration is to combine all three. Granted, good athletes have
these virtues, but wrestling well requires it.
The training is that intense.
For this reason, it’s unfortunate that
Fresno State and so many other campuses
cancelled and have yet to reinstate their
wrestling programs.
Wrestling is an outlet for many young
men around the Central Valley. For some,
it’s the only sport at which they excel, and
the fact that the local university does not
offer the program proves a great disadvantage.
Other young men of great athletic caliber in other sports have ample opportunity
to go further: to college or to a professional
club.
It would behoove this university to reinstate the program. Not only would it provide a great vehicle for both NCAA championships and scholar athletes, it would further the relationship between the campus
and the community.
Dan Gable gave the reason when he
said, “More enduringly than any other
sport, wrestling teaches self-control and
pride. Some have wrestled without great
skill — none have wrestled without pride.”

McClatchy-Tribune

The idle society: Why the Puritans had the right idea
By Kristin Lacey
The Collegian
Do the math: Seven hours of taking care
of two two-year-olds equals 100% exhaustion. So, after taking care of my twin niece
and nephew all afternoon with my mom, I
sat down to relax after putting them to bed
at 8:30 p.m.
I rarely watch TV on an actual television
set, preferring to binge watch “Downton
Abbey,” “Modern Family,” and Girls
unhealthily on weekends. I didn’t quite
know what to do with the 800-plus channels that faced me, so I settled on “Cupcake
Wars.”
Mistake.
I only watched the show for about five

THE

minutes before I grew so annoyed that I
decided to write this.
What does it say about our society that a
show about competitive cupcake making is
so widely watched and salivated over?
Have we all decided that there’s no better use of our time than watching strangers
concoct sugary confections? If it weren’t so
frustrating, it’d be comical.
I understand the idea of guilty pleasures, and of mindless entertainment. I
completely understand the appeal of coming home after a long day and wanting to
relax and de-stress.
But I would argue that there is a point
when mindless becomes too mindless. At
least sitcoms provide some laughter and a
base amount of mental stimulation.
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Cupcakes? Not so much.
When I took American literature and we
studied colonial-era literature, we slugged
through Puritan author after Puritan
author at a rate not dissimilar to churning
butter (Puritan joke).
However, I think — despite their stringent no-fun policies — they had the right
idea in some ways.
Puritans believed idleness was a sin,
and that the best way to glorify God was
to improve their society through industry
and hard work. They didn’t believe in “free
time,” assuming that if you weren’t working, you were sleeping or taking care of
your family. This is definitely excessive, but
I think they have a point.
Perhaps a more moderate version of
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this idea of industry comes from Thomas
Jefferson in a letter to his wife in 1787
(original spelling): “The idle are the only
wretched. In a world which furnishes so
many emploiments which are useful, and
so many which are amusing, it is our own
fault if we we ever know what ennui is.”
There is so much to learn, so much
to read, so much to know and so much to
contribute to our world. We can either use
our Puritan-hated “free time” to better ourselves, or use it to watch strangers bake
cupcakes in an unnecessarily frenetic environment.
I say, let us eat cake. And let us read
while doing so.
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Oliaro retires: Coon named interim VP
By Jacob Rayburn
The Collegian

With the retirement of Paul
Oliaro as vice president of student affairs at Fresno State, Dr.
Carolyn Coon will take over as
interim on Dec. 15 until a replacement is found.
Coon, the dean of students,
said it’s a position she does not
plan to make permanent, but does
takes the job of safeguarding the
post seriously.
Coon received her Ph.D. in college student personnel services
from Kansas State University and
has worked in the student affairs
profession since 1986. Prior to
coming to Fresno State in 2002,
she served in assistant dean and
dean positions at several liberal
arts colleges in Kansas.
Her commitment to helping
students is what made her the

obvious choice, said Fresno State
President Joseph Castro.
“She is such a talented student
affairs professional,” Castro said.
“In addition to that, she has very
strong relationships across the
campus. She’s great for the student affairs team. They like her,
they trust her and they respect
her. Just as much outside student
affairs, she’s liked, trusted and
respected. She has integrity and
credibility.”
Castro said it’s important for
an interim to ensure stability and
continue initiatives in place under
Oliaro. At the same time, Castro
said he expects Coon to think
about the future needs of the student affairs division.
Coon said helping students and
working with multiple divisions
on a college campus are why she
wants to stay in her position as
dean of students.

“I can’t imagine not being on a
college campus,” Coon said. “You
walk around and get to see students and talk with folks about
developmental things or just
what’s going on with them. Even
the students that have problems,
you sit down and talk to them.
“Some times the greatest
education for me is just to walk
around the campus. This is what
it’s all about. It’s not about the
budget or maybe I couldn’t find a
parking spot.”
After working with Oliaro for 11
years, Coon said it will take time
to adjust to a new person.
“ When Dr. Oliaro leaves, it’s
going to be very hard for me,”
Coon said. “That will be the hard
part—the trust. Knowing that
when he makes a decision, whether we’re in agreement or disagreement, that you know his decisions
are made with the best intent.

“I am not quite ready
yet to let him go. With
any change there will be
some checking each other
out, getting to know each
other. The reminder for
me is whoever the next
person is, is not Paul
Oliaro. I suspect there
will be some challenges as
there is with any transition.”
While Coon may not
take over Oliaro’s position, she knows what she
would like to see from his
successor. Whoever it is,
she said, needs to understand the campus and
Photo courtesy of Universtiy Communications
keep the division of student affairs connected to Dr. Carolyn Coon, the dean of students, will take
over as interim vice president of student affairs.
the rest of the university.
“Someone who betis big, it still strikes me how much
ter have a passion for students,
we focus on the individual stubecause, even though this place
dents,” Coon said.

DEBATERS: Team expresses frustration over scoring system
CONTINUED from page 1

Deven Cooper, director of
debate at Fresno State, said
and 23rd best individual speak- that before the tournament in
ers. Their success at Wake Forest November at Wake Forest, there
placed them as the 15th best team was a discussion group addressin the nation.
ing speaker point inflation.
Tate and Holley chose
“Usually when you go to tourto be non-traditional speakers naments, you don’t have discusbecause they like to use their per- sion groups beforehand,” Cooper
sonal experiences to validate their explained. “The discussion groups
arguments in debate.
at Wake Forest were in response
“A lot of people just read off to the events that took place at
of cards, so it’s just a lot of litera- Harvard. What happened is that
ture,” Tate said. “But we incor- a lot of the traditional folks at
porate poetry and our personal Harvard, since they usually only
experiences into our debates. It judge traditional speakers, gave
helps to be able to reference what them [traditional speakers] highyou’re debating back to your per- er speaker points than what they
sonal experiences and not solely gave at the Henry Clay Debates.
rely on literature to make your
“They offset the speaker points
argument.”
of the other
But Tate said
non-traditional
the Kentucky
teams who usuwin by Ahmed
ally get higher
and Lewis
eople were writing speaker points.
using the nonIt worked so
things on Facetraditional style
well that I think
c a u s e d b a c k - book about how other
only one semilash within the
traditional,
debate commu- teams didn’t feel like
black competinity.
at Harvard
they [Ahmed and Lewis] tor
went to elimina“People were deserved it.”
tion rounds out
writing things
of 80 teams.”
on Facebook
Tate said
about how other
— Candis Tate, t h e r e w e r e
teams didn’t
many teams
Fresno State Debater w i t h b l a c k
feel like they
[Ahmed and
members who
Lewis] deserved
use the nonit,” Tate said.
traditional style
The next
at the Harvard
national tournament after the tournament. She said they norHenry Clay Debates in October mally do well, but not this time.
was at Harvard, which Fresno
Cooper said in the meetings
State did not attend due to finan- before the Wake Forest tournacial limitations.
ment, there were students, coach“When the next tournament es and judges taking the issue of
happened at Harvard, a lot of what happened at Harvard serinon-traditional speakers were ously.
being voted down or given low
“The Shirley Classic was tryspeaker points, so they wouldn’t ing to make some reconciliation,”
break into eliminations rounds,” Cooper said. “They were letting
Tate explained. “That is why people talk about their concerns
Wake Forest had to change the with what was going on with the
typical way judging is done.”
speaker points and judging in

“P

Photo courtesy of Devin Cooper

Fresno State debaters (from left to right) Erica Barton, Sierra Holley, Candis Tate, Nadia Lewis, Carla Jean Caffery-Casiano, Jamilia
Ahmed.

“T

hey are judging these students based off of the traditional way of looking
at a debate, which was mostly white males, speaking really fast, reading
a bunch of evidence and using jargon.”
— Devin Cooper,
Director of Fresno State Debate
general in the debate community.”
Cooper said he has some concerns about what the judges have
in mind when they consider who
the top debaters are. Specifically,
he said comments from some
judges of who they think are
“final-round debaters” bothered
him.
“What does that mean?”
Cooper asked. “What does a finalround debater look like? They are
judging these students based off
of the traditional way of looking at
a debate, which was mostly white
males, speaking really fast, reading a bunch of evidence and using
jargon. So that put [non-traditional speakers] at a disadvantage
if they don’t speak the language
that the judges want.”
Cooper said someone in the
discussion raised the point that
it was hard to understand how
Ahmed and Lewis could win the
Kentucky tournament and not

advance into the elimination
rounds in another tournament.
“Wake really did it’s best to try
and fix things and to have conversations that wouldn’t otherwise be
had,” Tate said. “It’s not going to
solve everything, of course, but it
was a start to reconcile the things
that happened.”
Cooper explained the way
that the judges are picked in the
tournament is based off a system
where all the competing teams
rank the judges from highest to
lowest. Highest means the team
wants them to be their judges.
If one team ranks a judge high
and another team ranks a judge
high, then that person will most
likely be the judge, he said. But if
one team ranks a judge low, and
another team ranks the judge
high, another judge will be chosen.
As a compromise, Cooper said
you’re left with a judge ranked in
the middle.

“The judges have philosophies
and some of them even say, ‘If you
do non- traditional debate, you
should rank me low.’ It’s the system that they have set up called
mutual preference judging,”
Cooper explained.
Regardless of the issues they
face, the team said it’s focused on
the Cal Swings debate hosted by
USC and CSU Fullerton.
It’s a weeklong debate that
starts over winter break on Jan.
2. More than 100 entries have
already been submitted, including
many schools from the East Coast
such as Harvard and Georgetown.
“This is a make-or-break you
kind of tournament,” Tate said.
“We need to do well at Cal Swings
to be able to go to the National
Debate Tournament. It’s what
everyone strives toward.”
COMMENT: The Collegian is a

for student expression.
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Holidays bring unhealthy temptations
By Crystal Deniz
The Collegian
The end of the semester is fast
approaching and finals, food and
family are the main things on a
Fresno State student’s mind.
What should probably also be
on their mind is staying healthy
through the holidays, despite
stress from whatever they have on
their plates. Between October and
January, holidays are celebrated
with food and alcohol -- usually a
lot of it.
“The latest studies show that
the average person gains between
one to two pounds during the
holidays,” said Desiray Yeaw, a
senior dietetic student.
The one or two pounds
gained are usually not lost, Yeaw
explained.
If a student who typically
works out three or four days a
week becomes overwhelmed with
a growing “To-Do” list, staying
healthy becomes less and less of a
priority. It is hard enough for busy
students to fit in time during the
rest of the year, but the holidays
throw a bit of a wrench into the
mix, Yeaw said.
She said that there are many
factors to maintaining a healthy
body and mind through the holidays, even if you don't exactly
have healthy options in front of
you. She stressed healthy substitutions, portion control, which
she described as “only taking
enough of each food item that you
can have one or two bites of it,”
and planning ahead.
“One day of overindulgence
can balance out up to two weeks
worth of work outs,” Yeaw said. A
scary thought since it takes burning 3,500 calories to lose a pound,
she added.
Yeaw cited New York psychologist Carol Goldberg, who said,
“Don’t go to a party when you’re

starving.”
Goldberg suggests planning
ahead can help maintain the discipline necessary in the face of
temptation. If you want to be safe,
she recommended having a nutritious snack before the party.
For example, many people
don’t realize that they aren’t hungry, but instead dehydrated.
Drinking water may be the cure
and it also keeps your hands and
mouth occupied so that you don’t
overdo it with the food available.
This is crucial in buffet-style
settings, Yeaw said.
Knowing how to manage the
cravings that many students face
is another key factor to spending
the holidays healthy.
Yeaw made an example of that
annoying carbohydrate craving
that plagues college students who
are likely used to fast food restaurants, residence dining halls and
the cheap, easy eats available on
campus.
Carbohydrate cravings may
increase during the fall and winter, and while you shouldn’t completely give in to these cravings,
it is not a good idea to try to completely ignore them, Yeaw said.
Carbs taste good and allow
the brain to release the chemical
serotonin, which helps promote
a positive mood, she explained.
The solution to satisfying such
cravings without ruining a healthy
diet is to snack on complex carbs,
such as whole-grain cereals or
crackers.
“If you really find yourself craving sweets or salts, just snack on
some raw almonds or have an
apple and over time, your body
will adjust,” Stacey Frank said.
As owner and a personal
trainer at No Limit Fitness, a private gym in northwest Fresno off
Herndon Avenue, Frank oversees
dozens of individuals seeking to
change their life and fitness abili-

ties.
An hour workout is only
four percent of your day and
there’s always a way to get
some exercise in, even without being in a gym, Frank
said.
“The easiest thing to do is
body weight or cardio-related exercises that require
minimal to no equipment,”
Aurel-John “AJ” Lacuesta
said.
Lacuesta, a Fresno State
graduate student, is majoring in kinesiology with
his focus on exercise science and also works as a
group fitness instructor
at the Student Recreation
Center, located at the corner of Woodrow and Shaw
Avenues, next door to the
Save Mart Center.
He suggested jogging,
walking, jumprope, jumping jacks and core exercises
- such as planks, sit-ups,
leg raises - to engage the
abdominals. He stressed the
importance of a balanced
and proper workout, which
should always include a
warm-up activity, the actual
workout, which can last anywhere from 20 to 60 minutes, and an adequate cooldown.
Most of these workouts
can be done during television commercials or during
study breaks.
Students should also
practice exercises in flexMcClatchy-Tribune
ibility, an aspect of exercise
The average person, according to studies, gains one to two pounds during the months of
that is often overlooked, October and January, when the weather cools and familes reconvene during the holidays.
Lacuesta said.
He cited the American
“The aerobic aspect of a workHe emphasized that anyone
College of Sports Medicine, which out activity can be about 150 min- looking to begin a workout rourecommends that individuals also utes of moderate, 75 minutes of tine should consult a health proengage in flexibility sessions two vigorous or a combination of both fessional before they start a new
or more days out of the week in per week to receive significant exercise program.
addition to aerobic activities.
health benefits,” he explained.

Students share finals study techniques
By Matthew Jimenez
The Collegian
The end of the semester has
arrived and so has the mad scramble to study for finals.
Sonny Requejo, a graduate
student and advising intern for
SupportNet at Fresno State said
that time management is the key
to success, especially when it
comes to studying for finals.
He recommends that students
write out a schedule and set up
time blocks for each class. This
will help students set goals and
will help students accomplish
those goals.
Requejo recommends that
students test themselves on the
study material to determine what
they know. This can be done by
making an outline and filling in
the blanks. From this the student
will know what they need to study
most.
“Students typically have trouble with categorizing information in a way that they don’t get
confused by two similar classes,"
said Requejo. “If you're not testing yourself it is very easy to get
confused on multiple choice questions, because then the answers
on the test will all sound all the
same.

Requejo said students should
also look over past exams to know
what to expect on finals. This way,
students will know whether they
have trouble on multiple choice or
essay questions.
Requejo said if students need
extra help they can always go to
the SupportNet website www.
(fresnostate.edu/studentaffairs/
supportnet). There students will
find helpful handouts and workshop videos.
Dr. L-Jay Fine, professor
and internship coordinator for
the recreation and administration department, said one of the
big mistakes students commit is
the tendancy to cram the night
before. He said students need to
keep up with there readings. This
worked well for Fine when he was
a student.
Study groups are helpful but
only if they are done in the right
way, said Fine. It's best for groups
to make questions on the material and work together to answer
those questions.
When it comes to performing
well on tests, Fine does not think
intelligence is the key to success.
“It's all about time management and has very little to do
with intelligence,” he said. “It's all
about planning out the week."

Fresno State students study in the Henry Madden Library during a week heading into finals.

Christina Martinez, a Fresno
State freshman, said that she tries
not to study for long periods of
time because it disrupts her concentration.
“I just make sure I study for
short periods of time for like an
hour or two, then I take short
breaks,” said Martinez. “I just
read the textbooks or review notes

and I try to make flashcards.”
Lisa Falcon, a senior, said what
usually works best for her is making a weekly calendar of what she
is going to study for each day.
“I color code each class in a
different color,” said Falcon “It's
helpful especially when I make a
three week calendars, it helps me
know whats going to be due.”

Roe Borunda / The Collegian

Falcon said that social media
can be a major distraction. She
knows that it is for her.
“Sign out of your social media
networks like facebook, twitter
and instagram,” said Falcon.
“Stay off the internet when you
don’t need it.”

.
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Workshop to educate students on drought
By Hailey Mayo
The Collegian
In an effort to shed light on drought
conditions in the San Joaquin Valley,
Fresno State’s Center for Irrigation
Technology and the California Department
of Water Resources are hosting a “Drought
Preparedness Workshop” on Dec. 17 at
Fresno State.
The workshop in the Alice Peters
Auditorium is open to the public and free.
The seminar will begin with an overview of the current drought situation in
the Valley and what we can do to prepare
for the lack of water from precipitation and
ground sources.
“This is the third year below average on
rainfall,” said David Zoldoske, director of
the Center for Irrigation Technology (CIT).
“Look at the Sierras and there’s no snow,
our reservoirs are empty. Our three main
sources of water come from imports from

the delta, snow run off from the Sierras,
and ground water. All three are in short
supply.
“The workshop is designed to give people both an understanding of the drought
and an update on the current supplies.
The last half of the workshop will be telling
people some of the things that we can do to
manage a short water supply.”
The workshop will provide tools for people who are going to be operating in without the normal amount of water. Speakers
will include UC Davis plant science
researcher Ken Shackel, U.S. Department
of Agriculture state executive directors
and people from the Department of Water
Recourses and CIT.
Shackle plans to talk about deficit irrigation, which is how to give plants less
water and not have them be affected. He
said there are certain periods of the growth
cycle where you can starve the plants but
still maintain a crop.

The department of agriculture directors
will speak about how farmers can apply for
grants from the federal government. They
will also discuss that even though the table
of underground water has dropped, how
to keep down the cost of water pumps and
how to make it work more efficient.
The loss of a water supply has dire consequences for all farmers, including the
possibility of bankruptcy, Zoldoske said.
“If we end up having a dry season, we’re
probably going to see some farmers going
out of business and lose their trees or vines
or row crops,” Zoldoske said. “Usually, if
there’s no water, they can’t borrow money
from the bank for their operating expenses.
If they can’t get money for that, they’re not
farming.”
Because of current environmental
restrictions, the San Joaquin Valley can’t
receive water from the delta, which is located near Stockton. Zoldoske said most of
the water from the delta eventually meets

the San Francisco Bay and is lost into the
Pacific.
“As long as the current regulations are
in place, we’re stuck,” Zoldoske said. “You
really can’t replace not having water, but
these are some of the ways to reduce the
impact it might have on you.”
The Climate Prediction Center still can’t
tell what the current weather pattern will
be for this year’s rainfall season.
“If this continues I can definitely see
water restrictions being implemented into
the community,” Zoldoske said. “Things
like not irrigating your lawn as much a
week, or making sure you turn off the hose
when you are washing your car, all these
things being implemented can save millions of gallons of water.”
“I think that we need to live our lives
going forward as if we are always in a
drought,” he said. “We need to be mindful
whenever we use water that in fact there’s
really not enough water.”

Santa Claus visits Fresno State
The Fresno State Alumni
Association hosted its
fifth annual Photos with
Santa celebration on
Sunday at the Smittcamp
Alumni House. The event
was open to the public
and visitors took in a
dozen Christmas trees,
decorations, decorated
cookies and made children's crafts . Kids could
also visit with a Santa
Claus and take photos.
Khlarissa Agee / The Collegian

VEGAS: Trojans enter bowl under third head coach
CONTINUED from page 1
Fresno State made it official
shortly after Saturday’s win, when
a Las Vegas Bowl rep extended the
invitation after the championship
ceremony.
Bulldogs coach Tim DeRuyter
said yes on the spot, and the fans
that had stormed the field in
the aftermath of Fresno State’s
championship-clinching victory
(its first outright conference title
since 1989) erupted in cheers.
No, this was not the Bowl
Championship Series bowl bid
Fresno State was headed for
throughout most of the season
before losing to San Jose State
in the final game of the regular
season, but fans didn’t express
any discontent at the chance of
playing a team from the Pac-12
Conference when the announcement was made.
Nor did the players.
“Unfortunately, we didn’t get
the [BCS] bid … but playing USC,

we wouldn’t want it any other
way,” wide receiver Isaiah Burse
said Sunday.
Added DeRuyter, a self-proclaimed USC fan growing up in
southern California: “We relish these kinds of opportunities
to play BCS schools like USC.
Hopefully we can play our best
game of the year on the 21st,
because we’re going to need to
have a chance.”
The Trojans, who accepted
their bid Sunday evening, enter
the bowl game under their third
head coach this season. Offensive
coordinator Clay Helton took
over as interim coach after Lane
Kiffin’s firing in September and
Ed Orgeron’s resignation last
week after former University of
Washington coach Steve Sarkisian
was hired for the head coaching
vacancy.
New Trojans coach Steve
Sarkisian will travel with USC to
the bowl game and will be at their
practices to assess personnel, but,
“He’s told us, ‘Hey, I’m going to

step back and give you the right
and the honor to lead your team,”
Helton said Sunday night in teleconference.
“We are very thankful to him
and [USC athletic director Pat]
Haden for allowing that.”
USC finished the season 9-4
and third in the Pac-12 South,
beating Mountain West runnerup Utah State 17-14 in September.
For DeRuyter, it will be his first
time coaching against the Trojans.
He never played against them in
his time at the Air Force Academy,
and joked about how they passed
on him.
But one thing he didn’t joke
about: the complicated situation
of coaching a team during a transition process.
DeRuyter coached Texas A&M
on an interim basis the December
before heading to Fresno as
the Bulldogs’ head coach. His
hire was finalized before the
bowl game, but he stuck around
to coach the Aggies to a win
against Northwestern in the 2011

Meineke Car Care Bowl.
Current wide receiver coach
Tee Martin will remain on
Sarkisian’s staff, the university announced last week in a
release. Helton did not confirm in
Sunday’s conference call whether
or not any other current coaching
staff members have been told that
Sarkisian’ll retain them.
“It’s difficult,” DeRuyter said.
“I feel for Coach Helton
because there’s always that instability of not knowing the future
and you’ve a coaching staff,
coaches there that are trying to
make plans for their future. It
makes for a difficult situation, but
they’ve got some really outstanding coaches there.
There’s also the challenge of
playing an early bowl – The Las
Vegas Bowl is one of four games
that day that kicks off the bowl
season. For players, it competes
with final exams.
The Bulldogs are off today
through Wednesday before
returning to practices Thursday

through Saturday.
Fresno State will practice
Monday and Tuesday before
heading off to Las Vegas Tuesday
night. Coaches will be on the road
recruiting for most of that span.
DeRuyter is searching for his
first bowl win as Fresno State’s
head coach. Carr is looking for his
first bowl victory as the Bulldogs’
starting quarterback.
Southern Methodist denied
them that opportunity in last
year’s Hawaii Bowl – a 43-10 loss.
They both get another shot
against the Trojans.
“I know we have our hands full
against a very talented USC team,
but I’m a competitor,” DeRuyter
said.
“… I grew up wanting to be a
Trojan, didn’t work out that way
because they didn’t want me, but
to get a chance to compete against
the likes USC, with their history
and tradition, it’s a great opportunity for Fresno State.”

.
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Across
1 Some arm bands
5 Work on the web
9 Grant access
14 Earthy hue
15 “That can’t be!”
16 Heat energy source?
17 On the roof of
18 __ accompli
19 Seeing red
20 Odd way to check for ore?
23 Dreyer’s partner in ice cream
24 Blooms with hips
25 Waimea Bay locale
27 Uncomfortable place to be in
30 Friendly response to a knock
33 Atty.’s group

34 Letter before mu
38 It may be a lot
39 ‘50s sitcom name
41 Pyle of Mayberry
42 Mumbai music
43 1939 Garland co-star
44 Without exception
46 Remove
47 Attaché’s place
49 Is inclined
51 Shows of support
52 Bit of a scrap
55 Dash no.
57 What you need when your car
is stuck in the mud?
62 Muse for Millay
64 Culture medium
65 Scraped together, with “out”
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FUN & GAMES

SUDOKU: Fill the 9x9 grid with digits so that each column, each row and each of the nine 3x3 subgrids that compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9.

66 Maker of the Mighty Dump
67 Pace
68 Texter’s button
69 Optional component
70 Some shooters, briefly
71 “Toodles!”

Down
1 One in the standings
2 Opening on Broadway
3 “__: Uprising”: Disney sci-fi
series
4 A-one
5 Remote hiding places?
6 Introduce gradually, with “in”
7 DDE and JFK, e.g.
8 Words of denial

9 Pamplona pals
10 E, but not A, I, O or U
11 Summons from the cosmetician?
12 Contacted, in a way, briefly
13 Neat
21 Trade item?
22 Official with a seal
26 Winter coat
27 Serve from a pot
28 Steel girder
29 Fix potatoes the hard way?
30 Bean sprout?
31 Rye fungus
32 Some tides
35 “Open” autobiographer
36 Herb that protected Odysseus
from Circe’s magic

37 Audi rival, and, when spoken
as a command, a hint to this
puzzle’s theme
40 “Dies __”
45 Move a little
48 South Pacific islander
50 Use money to make money
52 Majestic
53 Allegheny, as of 1979
54 “Darn!”
55 Self-referential prefix, in modern lingo
56 Impel
58 Tabloids, to some
59 Flat pack furniture seller
60 One seen in a store dish
61 Icelandic literary work
63 Ref’s ruling

BUSINESS: Successful alumni offer advice on breaking into scene
CONTINUED from page 1
“I think the key to success is
having a caring heart and realizing that when you help people get
what they want, you’re also getting what you want,” she said.
Odabashian said that the classes she took for her teaching credential help her in real estate.
“This job that I have now, running the company, I do believe
that a lot of the leadership and
classroom management skills I
learned while in the teaching credential program have helped me.”
Finding a balance
Megan Jacobsen was born
and raised in Fresno. She chose
to settle down in Fresno because
of her line of work as the director
of membership of the California
Grape and Tree Fruit League.
“My current place of employment is a perfect fit for me,” she
said. “We represent the growers,
shippers and marketers that grow
and produce the freshest fruit in
the world. It’s truly an honor to
work with these individuals.”
The league is a statewide public policy organization that represents California’s fresh grapes,
tree fruits and blueberry operation.
“I work on expanding membership, but the primary thing has to
do with communicating with our
membership and being a voice to

our membership regarding items
on public policies that we’re working on.”
Jacobsen graduated from
Fresno State in 2008 with a
Bachelor’s of Science degree in
agriculture education with an
option in communications.
Fresno State is a very handson university, Jacobsen said, and
her peers motivated her. “Fresno
State definitely provided me
hands-on opportunities, one-onone with professors, and the dean
from the college of agriculture was
very personal and worked very
closely with us,” Jacobsen said.
Jacobsen was part of the
Smittcamp Family Honors program. She said the program gave
her the opportunity to meet people that were as motivated and
passionate as her about education
and commitment to the university.
Jacobsen said current students
should get involved with organizations within the university and
“soak in as much information as
possible.”
One of the biggest challenges
Jacobsen faced after graduation
was finding a balance between
friends, family, faith and her
career.
“Between high school, college
and your career, we go through
several transitions as young professionals and definitely the biggest challenge is finding that balance,” she said. “But once you find

that balance personally and professionally, everything else comes
with it. So with that, I would say
find that balance.
Find work in your career
path
Ian Wieland was born and
raised in Madera and is an attorney with Sagaser & Associates
focusing on employment and
labor law.
After law school, he left the
Central Valley but returned after
a few years.
“I think if someone is looking
at getting into politics and legal
professions, there are opportunities here that aren’t available in
other places like the Bay Area,” he
said.
Wieland graduated from
Fresno State in 2007 with degrees
in political science and history.
He said the university gave him
a practical education and faculty
members encouraged him to get
involved.
“I’ve been very involved in
the community since my time at
Fresno State,” Wieland said. “I’ve
been active in local politics. I was
involved in the Maddy Institute.
Through the Maddy Institute, I
was able to intern in Sacramento
for a local assemblymember and
at Washington, D.C., for a local
congressman.”
Wieland was a recipient of a
Smittcamp scholarship and it

served as his motivation.
“If I didn’t finish in four years,
I’d be there paying for school on
my own,” Wieland said. “I had a
real incentive to be focused and
get things done while I had that
scholarship.”
Wieland said it’s a good idea
for students to get an internship
or a part-time summer job that
helps their career path.
“One of the things I did while
I was a student at Fresno State,
aside from the internships, was
I also worked as a part-time file
clerk at a local law firm, which
allowed me to see how a law firm
operates,” he said.
By taking an internship or parttime job, not only will students
gain real world experiences, but
students can also figure out if that
career is right for them, Wieland
said.
The family business
Ashley De Young is the vice
president of marketing for De
Young Properties. De Young
oversees the company’s website,
online marketing, social media
platforms, community signage
and also collaborates with the
company’s contracted agency on
all other forms of advertising and
public relations.
De Young was familiar with the
local homebuilding industry ever
since she was a child. The company was established by her par-

ents, Jerry and Paula De Young,
in 1974.
In addition to working with
her parents every day, De Young
also worked together with her two
older brothers.
“I am constantly learning from
each and every one of them, and
I value these experiences daily,”
Young said. “I believe it is always
important to never stop learning,
growing and experiencing everything life has to offer.”
De Young graduated from
Fresno State with a degree in
advertising. She said the diversity at Fresno State taught her the
value of different perspectives,
which has helped her in many
business situations.
“Fresno State’s advertising courses helped my business
career by teaching me to get the
attention of your target market
to promote sales, to set my business apart from competitors and,
most importantly, creativity,” De
Young said.
As a college student De Young
was motivated by watching her
parent’s dedication to the family’s
business.
“My parents’ dedication to the
San Joaquin Valley as a local business and community champion
motivates me to become a successful business woman in the
Fresno community,” Young said.
“I have some big shoes to fill.”
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2013 MOUNTAIN WEST BOWL GAMES
SHERATON HAWAII BOWL
HONOLULU, HAWAII
DEC. 24
5:00 PM
TV: ESPN

GILDAN NEW MEXICO BOWL
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
DEC. 21
11:00 AM
TV: ESPN

COLORADO STATE

BOISE STATE

WASHINGTON

SDCCU POINSETTIA BOWL
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.
DEC. 26
6:30 PM
TV: ESPN

UTAH STATE

NORTHERN
ILLINOIS

OREGON STATE

FAMOUS IDAHO POTATO BOWL
BOISE, IDAHO
DEC. 21
2:30 PM
TV: ESPN

SAN DIEGO STATE

BUFFALO

ROYAL PURPLE LAS VEGAS BOWL
LAS VEGAS, NEV.
DEC. 21
12:30 PM
TV: ABC

USC

FRESNO STATE
(11-1)

(9-4)

CHAMPS: Fresno State
wins MW Title
CONTINUED from page 8
Both teams traded scoreless
drives, then Fresno State rusher
Marteze Waller fumbled the ball
in the red zone. Aggie defensive
back Jake Doughty recovered
the fumble and ran 86 yards for
the Utah State score, sending the
Bulldogs into the half with a 17-7
lead.
With less than eight minutes
remaining in the third quarter,
Carr threw a interception to Utah
State linebacker Brian Suite. The
Aggies were unable to score from
the pick. In the Bulldogs’ next
drive, Carr threw a 3-yard touchdown pass to Adams to increase
Fresno State’s lead to 24-7.
Utah State kicker Nick Diaz
scored two field goals in the fourth
quarter to cut Fresno State’s lead
to only a touchdown. Afterward, it
was all defense: the Bulldogs and
Aggies traded failed fourth-down

conversions.
With less than a minute
remaining in the game, Fresno
State defensive back Dalen Jones
had his first interception of his
career to seal the victory for
Fresno State.
There is still work to do. During
the trophy presentation, the
Bulldogs accepted the invitation
to the Royal Purple Las Vegas
Bowl, which will take place on
Dec. 21 against the USC Trojans.
Until then, the Bulldogs will
rest up and focus on finals. But
once the semester is over, it’s back
to the practice field.
“We’re just going to go about
our business as usual,” Smith
said. “Nothing really changes, we
have to keep working on the little
things. We’ll watch film and keep
getting better.
“Just like every week: go back
to business and go 1-0 in the bowl
game.”
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FRESNO STATE 24, UTAH STATE 17

NEXT STOP:
LAS VEGAS

Roe Borunda / The Collegian

Fresno State wide receiver Isaiah Burse (1) finished the contest with 132 receiving yards and a touchdown.

‘Dogs win inaugural Mountain West title game
By Christopher Livingston
The Collegian

DeRuyter, quarterback Derek Carr and
safety Derron Smith hoisted trophies -- and
a novelty championship belt.
Forget the BCS game – the Mountain
For the first time in 22 years, the Fresno
State football team is an outright confer- West Championship was on the minds of
the Bulldogs since Day 1 of the 2013 season.
ence champion.
And throughout the season, in each and
The Bulldogs (11-1, 7-1 Mountain
West) held off the Utah State Aggies (8-5, every practice, the team was reminded of
7-1 MW) 24-17 in Saturday’s inaugural that ultimate goal.
“If your only goal is to go to the BCS, why
Mountain West Conference Championship
show up and play?” DeRuyter said. “As a
game at Bulldog Stadium.
After the game, fans rushed the field competitor, you always want to go out and
and crowded around the 40-yard line for play. That’s why I love the mantra of going
the trophy presentation. Amid chants 1-0.
“We said [the championship] was going
of “Fresno State,” Bulldogs coach Tim
to be our No. 1 goal. These guys have fought
all year long and busted their
tails.”
In his last game at Bulldog
Stadium, Carr set more
records and completed 36 of
53 passes for 404 yards and
three touchdowns.
“This is the big reason why I
came back,” Carr said, “I wanted to win an outright championship. Sharing the title with
Boise and San Diego State was
cool, but as a competitor, that
wasn’t enough.
“We wanted to come back
and finish this thing right.”
Carr’s 9-yard touchdown
pass to receiver Isaiah Burse
in the second quarter was his
47th of this season, a Fresno
State record. The senior also
broke the single-season passing mark during a scoring
drive in the fourth.
After suffering their first
loss to San Jose State on Nov.
29, the Bulldogs stressed tightening their defense. Against
Utah State, they did not allow
Roe Borunda / The Collegian
a touchdown until the second
Fresno State safety Derron Smith (left) and quarterback Derek
quarter of the match, holding
Carr (right) hoist trophies on stage at the postgame ceremony. The
the Aggies to 40 yards in the
Bulldogs won the Mountain West Championship over Utah State.
first frame.

Roe Borunda / The Collegian

Fresno State coach Tim DeRuyter (left) and Utah State coach Matt Wells (right) embrace on the field after the
Bulldogs’ 24-17 championship victory over the Utah State Aggies.

In addition, Fresno State had eight sacks
and two interceptions.
“The performance that we put on last
week against San Jose State is not the
defense that we are,” said Smith, who had
a sack and an interception in the contest.
“We knew the mistakes we made and that
they were correctable.”
Offensively, Fresno State got off to a
slow start. After Carr was sacked on the
first play of the game, receiver Davante
Adams fumbled a catch that was recovered
by Utah State.
“That is the toughest defense I’ve ever
faced,” Carr said. “They are great in their
secondary and their front seven is ridiculously physical.”

The Aggies were unable to turn the turnover into points, as Darell Garretson failed
to convert on the fourth-and-2.
In their second drive, the Bulldogs drove
the ball down the field (51 yards) and settled for a field goal. Afterward, both teams
were held scoreless for the remainder of the
first quarter.
In the first drive of the second quarter,
Carr lobbed a pass to a wide-open Marcel
Jensen to score the first touchdown of the
contest. After a Utah State three-and-out,
the Bulldogs put together a 66-yard drive
that ended with a Carr strike to Burse to
give Fresno State a 17-0 lead.
See CHAMPS, Page 7

