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Student’s passion for helping others remembered
By Jesse Franz
The Collegian
Friends and colleagues remembered Alexander Lark, a 43-yearold Edison High School special
education teacher intern and
Fresno State student, as a kindhearted educator after he was
killed in a traffic accident Tuesday
night.
According to the Fresno
Police Department, the accident

occurred when Lark attempted to
cross Shaw Avenue near Jackson
Avenue about 6:20 p.m. after
class. The driver told police he did
not see Lark.
Lark’s sudden death left friends
and classmates in complete shock.
Some students in his program
could not even come to school.
“It’s something you didn’t
want to believe,” said Fresno State
student Katie Counts, a friend
and study partner of Lark. “A life

cut way too short, way too many
dreams and aspirations left for
him.”
Counts said two schools lost a
mentor and supporter. Her reaction to the news was a string of
emotions.
“Just instant fear, heartbreak
for his family, heartbreak for
his students that had to hear all
of this and complete and utter
shock of not wanting to hear it,”
she said. “All these things that we

had going, and for it all to just be
taken away—it’s just unfair and
unexplainable.”
Lark worked for Fresno Unified
School District since 2005 and as
a special education teacher intern
at Edison since earlier this year.
He was also a graduate student
enrolled in the special education
teacher credential program at
Fresno State.
“He was one of the great people you never forget,” said Paul

Remembering JFK

Today marks 50th
anniversary of
John F. Kennedy
assassination

See LARK, Page 3

Dog Days
orientation
on Saturday
By Collegian Staff

By Jacob Rayburn
The Collegian
Today marks the 50th anniversary of a presidential procession
through Dallas, shots ringing out
and the death of John F. Kennedy
that rocked a nation.
Kennedy was the youngest
elected president in American
history at 43 years old, but his
presidency didn’t last three years.
It was cut short by Lee Harvey
Oswald shooting him with a
rifle while his wife, Jacqueline
Kennedy, sat next to him in the
car on the sunny day.
“The photos of the Kennedys
arriving in Dallas, Jackie in the
bright pink and navy blue Chanel
suit, that’s iconic,” said history
professor Lori Clune. “Many
people have also seen parts of
the murder that graphically and
violently depict what happened. I
think it sets it apart because you
can see it – it’s accessible. It continues to have an impact in that
way.”
Dr. Sudarshan Kapoor, professor emeritus at Fresno State,
still remembers the effect of that
day’s events. As a graduate student at Florida State at the time,
he remembers one of the school’s
deans sharing the news.
“I got the news while meeting
with professors,” Kapoor said.
“I was a graduate student and a
teaching assistant, and one of the
deans came and told us what had
happened.”
For Kapoor, Kennedy was the
first president in office as a new
American citizen.
“It was a numbness that it
happened in the United States,”
Kapoor said. “They are still trying
to figure out why it happened. I
was hoping to meet him. He had a
great way of dealing with people.
As a young man, I was fond of

Beare, director of the internship
program. “One of our favorites,
because he was such a great person. It’s a shame.”
He was the son of the late Dr.
Alexander H. Lark, who was an
education professor at Fresno
State until he retired in 1994.
Counts said Lark aspired to be
like his father and become a professor. People who knew Lark said
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The front page of the Nov. 25, 1963 Daily Collegian showed the reaction from the campus as students, faculty and staff absorbed
the news that John F. Kennedy had been shot and killed on Nov. 22 in Dallas by Lee Harvey Oswald.

him.”
Recently arrived from India,
Kapoor said the shock of the news
spread around the world.
“Kennedy was young and brilliant. He was very well respected
in India,” Kapoor said. “He had
such an admiration for India and
Gandhi. When Kennedy appointed John Gilbreath as ambassador to India—to send a person of
that caliber to be ambassador was
indicative of respect.”
How quickly the news spread
and affected people was influenced by television, Clune said.
The country watched as he
was assassinated, and millions of
people watched Walter Cronkite
struggle to contain his emotions
as he announced that the president was dead.

A&E: Central Valley
company stays true
to roots
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“There’s an immediacy there
that I think presidents prior to
TV don’t quite have,” Clune said.
“When he’s assassinated, at such a
young age, there is such a sense of
the death of the hope and promise
of his presidency.”
As a result of Kennedy’s death,
Lyndon B. Johnson became president. The change in leadership
had a dramatic effect on U.S. history, Clune said.
“There’s a sense among historians that perhaps – and that’s a big
perhaps – Kennedy would’ve softened his tone in terms of the talks
with the Soviet Union, especially
if he was reelected in 1964,” Clune
said. “There’s a sense that was a
possibility.”
In contrast, Clune said Johnson
had a much more hard-lined

stance, believing that he could
not allow Vietnam to become a
communist nation. He believed
that would show weakness to the
world.
In the end, for many it is one
of the greatest “what-if” scenarios in U.S. history: “What would
Kennedy have done if he wasn’t
assassinated?”
It’s a question with a thousand
possible answers.
“It’s so hard, because we don’t
get to see him get old,” Clune said.
“It’s very hard to judge an administration. Even a four-year administration is challenging, let alone
two-plus years. It’s very hard to
judge that short period of time.
Some historians say you need the
full eight years to know of what a
president is capable of.”
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Fresno State will hold a spring
session for the Dog Days new
student orientation Saturday for
incoming transfer students who
will attend the spring 2014 semester.
Transfer students can meet
with academic advisers about
their major, will receive priority
registration for spring classes and
will learn about Fresno State’s
policies and procedures.
In the 2012-13 academic year,
the CSU Office of the Chancellor
reported 1,730 associate of science for transfer and 3,571 associate of arts for transfer degrees
were awarded to community college students.
The Associate Degree for
Transfer program, a program
that streamlines California
Community College degrees for
California State Universities,
recently hit the 1,000 associate
degree mark.
The program gives community college students the option
of completing an associate in arts
for transfer degree or an associate in science for transfer degree
of 60 units within two years.
These degrees give students priority admission to a CSU program,
where students only have to complete 60 more units in their program in order to earn a bachelor’s
degree.
Dog Days is an important step
to transitioning to life at Fresno
State, said Ken Ternate, Dog Days
coordinator.
Dog Days check in will
be at 9:30 a.m. at the Peters
Educational Center on Woodrow
and Shaw avenues. Because of
space limitations, transfer students will not be allowed a guest
at the orientation. The event runs
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Registration for Dog Days is
$20 per student. For more information, visit www.fresnostate.
edu/studentaffairs/dogdays/
transfer.
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50 years ago today:
a memoir
By Sammy LoProto

As far back as I can remember, I wanted
to be a journalist. Maybe it was that shiny
new transistor radio that I slept with after
Christmas of 1958. It carried me far and
away into new worlds of music, news and
sports.
The first voices I heard late at night
were Wolfman Jack, blasting oldies over
the mighty XERB in Hollywood, and Lon
Simmons, calling the play-by-play for the
newly transplanted San Francisco Giants,
just up the road from my home in San Jose.
My sixth grade teacher, Mr. Saltz, had
just finished his lecture on the presidential
election process. When we returned from
recess, I noticed that he had been crying.
In a minute or two, the whole school was
ushered out of the grounds.
Our parents were all lined up in their
station wagons to pick us up. It was much
like the parents of students do today, but
this was a very rare thing back in 1963. In
the car, my mother was crying. I asked her
what was wrong, and she started sobbing
uncontrollably. She pulled the car over and
somehow put enough words together to tell
me that President John F. Kennedy, the
same JFK we were just praising in class,
had been shot.
The car radio, which only had AM at
that time, was a blur of news reports with
no clear word on the president’s condition.
The salesman hadjust convinced my
dad. After all, it was the latest model available, a home entertainment system, with
a 25-inch color television, and an AM/FM
Multi-Plex stereo receiver, with attached
turntable. It would play our 45s, 78s and
the new 33-rpm vinyl LPs.
Of course to close the deal, the salesman mentioned that the time my dad would
spend with his family enjoying quality programming would be priceless. Little did he
know how right he would be.
We arrived home to a nice roaring fire,
and a big pot of spaghetti. Dad was waiting
for us, while our new friend the television,
was carrying many different news reports.
My younger brother and sister seemed
oblivious to all the confusion, sharing a
blanket on the sofa. We barely had time to
take off our coats, when we all stopped in
our tracks.
Suddenly, we heard Walter Cronkite
break into programming with a voice that
cracked with sorrow and tears; President
JFK was declared dead at 1 p.m. CST.
The jobs done by the news crews and
reporters on the ground were amazing for
the time. They frantically gathered information and reported from the various locations that were involved with the tragedy
with written and "live" feeds.
Lyndon B. Johnson was officially
declared the 36th president of the U.S.,
while Jacqueline Kennedy stood by stoically in her blood-soaked pink dress.
My family never left the house that long
four-day weekend. We brought in blankets
and sleeping bags and huddled by the fire,
eating our meals, while our eyes remained
glued to our new television.
My dad didn’t say much. As a veteran of
WWII and the Korean War, I knew he was
affected, but he was the true hero in our
family, never showing weakness.
My mother took this extremely hard.
As a teenager in high school in 1945, she
too was sent home from school. President
Roosevelt had died in office, and she cried
her eyes out then as well.
I still feel that the open outpouring of
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emotion from my mother was a driving
force in my own life, striving for the truth
and honesty that I have always held dearly.
I promised her that I would graduate
from college and be a journalist someday. I
never said when I would be done.
Sunday morning brought a clearer
understanding of what had happened in
Dallas.
We really liked CBS Channel 5, and the
familiar and trustworthy voice of Cronkite.
I remember alerting the family when they
were bringing Lee Harvey Oswald, the
alleged assassin, out of the jail cell to be
transported somewhere.
It was that precise moment in time
when we witnessed history, as Jack Ruby
had taken justice into his own hands for
the time being. We had just witnessed a
"live" murder on national television; on our
brand new television, the same one that the
salesman said would change our lives.
I felt something stir inside of me. It
wasn’t anger, it was something else. I
wanted to pick up the phone. I wanted to
call Cronkite and report what I had seen. I
wanted to go on the "air" and tell what happened.
“Ladies and gentlemen,” I would say,
“we have just witnessed the murder of the
alleged assassin of JFK, and we will now go
‘live’ to...”
The networks refused to air the NFL
games on TV that Sunday, while the news
reports never stopped.
When I walked outside for the first time
that weekend, I noticed you could have
heard a pin drop. The neighborhood was
quiet as a mouse, even the new freeway
down the street was empty. America was
home just like we were.
The other big event on TV that day
showed the endless line of people lined
up to pay their respects to the president’s
body which lay in state in Washington, D.C.
Every network had its coverage from a different camera angle. I remember my mom
and I watching the young U.S. Marine who
stood over the proceedings for an eternity,
prepared to defend the lifeless body of the
once handsome and charismatic JFK.
Monday, we were recovering nicely,
while the three networks were broadcasting
nothing but the preparations for the funeral that day.
As we watched the procession take
place, I promised myself that I would cry no
more, my eyes were still burning and sore.
The "riderless horse" came down the
street, followed by the buggy and carriage
carrying the casket. When the very young
JFK Jr. stood and saluted his father’s passing body, that was it, we all cried for the rest
of the day.
We stayed home all week in preparation
for our upcoming Thanksgiving dinner,
even though it was less than stellar. It was
truly one of the last large family gatherings
we shared, as our family went in different
directions. My dad passed away in 2003,
and my mom is still alive and well in the
Bay Area.
My dream of becoming a journalist and
graduating from college will come to fruition this coming spring. My mom will be
the one crying in the front row.

OP-ED

Reflections on 'The
Hijab Challenge'
By Sumaya Attia

For me, walking into a new environment is always the same: I am immediately aware of the preconceived judgments
people will have about me because I am a
Muslim woman who wears the hijab.
For those who are unfamiliar with this
term, the hijab means head covering or
modest state of dress. Muslim women are
required to wear this after they reach the
age of puberty.
This is not merely a piece of cloth on
one’s head. The hijab represents an ideal
that women carry wherever they go.
It represents feminism; an act of defiance in a society that has sexualized
women, objectifying them to the point
where insecurity about self-worth is just
another aspect of being a female.
Beginning Wednesday, the Muslim
Student Association (MSA) at Fresno State
put together an event that literally brought
tears to my eyes.
Standing at tables laden with colorful
scarves, members of the club challenged
non-Muslim women to wear the hijab for a
day and reflect on the different reactions of
people around them.
Thursday and today, campus photographer James Ramirez will do a photo shoot
of the participants and display their pictures in a gallery along with short reflections on how they felt.
At first, when I heard of this event, I was
not optimistic. Living in one of the more
conservative parts of California, I did not
believe our campus was capable of hosting
an event that obligated people to look within themselves at their own biases.
It is not an easy mirror to stare into, and
I wasn’t sure too many people were up to
the challenge.
But I was wrong. I was so, so wrong.
Before the event even began, it seemed the
day would be bright.
Strangers flocked around club members
as they were setting up their booth, offering their help. Women lined up to pick out
scarves before they were even set out, eager
to begin the challenge.
The MSA was out in the Free Speech
Area all day, with scarcely a moment to
breathe. More than 70 women participated
in the event, including faculty members
(I’m looking at you, Kathryn Forbes!) and

even Mrs. Castro, our university’s president’s wife.
I was shocked, overwhelmed, emotional. Seeing women of all different ethnicities
and religions coming together to show solidarity with their Muslim sisters made me
so proud.
There’s something very specific about
prejudice and racism. Most people who
experience it can’t describe in words how it
feels to be reduced to a label.
We usually don’t have the opportunity
to step in the shoes of someone who’s of
different ethnicity and see how it feels to be
judged. This was a chance for women to do
that.
These amazing women decided that
they were strong enough to shoulder the
reasonability of representing Muslim
women who wear the hijab.
These were women who began a revolution to change the minds of people who are
prejudiced by showing them that wearing a
scarf around your head does not make you
oppressed.
These were women with courage, with
a beautiful sense of self that refused to be
dictated by a society which chooses not
to honor the true women, for herself, her
beliefs and who she really is.
Two days after the challenge, I’m still
seeing girls who kept on the hijab, determined to wear it for as long as they could in
an effort to get more out of the experience.
When I see this, I cannot begin to describe
how I feel, but I’m going to try.
Thank you, beautiful women. Thank
you for having the courage to experience
something as difficult and visual as this.
Thank you for beginning a conversation
with your classmates.
Thank you for giving Muslim women in
the United States just another reason to be
grateful to live in a country where the history of its racism is contradicted with the
bounty of its tolerance.
There are a great many reasons why our
nation is considered land of the free, and
Wednesday I saw dozens of them, all clad
with colorful scarves.

About the author
Sumaya Attia is a senior majoring in
journalism. She is a member of the Muslim
Student Assocaition.

About the author
Sammy LoProto is a majoring journalism
and currently working on a book about
the music that accompanied the Civil
Rights Movement.
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Third football game sellout expected
Collegian Staff

Less than 500 tickets were left as of
Thursday evening for the Fresno State football team’s home finale at Bulldog Stadium
against New Mexico on Saturday in what
appears to be the program’s third sellout of
the season.
Fresno State, undefeated at 9-0, has
played in front of maximum-capacity
crowds in wins against Boise State (Sept.
20) and Nevada (Nov. 2).
The Bulldogs’ “Blackout” game against
the Wolf Pack sold out five days before the
game, the fastest Bulldog Stadium has sold
out since it expanded to 41,031 seats.
Saturday might not be the last time fans
will have a chance to catch the Bulldogs at
home. Fresno State, currently in first place
in the West Division, would clinch a spot in
the inaugural Mountain West Conference
championship game on Dec. 7 with a win.
The championship game, played
between the winners of the conference’s
West and Mountain divisions, will be
hosted at the home stadium of the division champion with the highest Bowl
Championship Series ranking.
Fresno State, No. 15 in the BCS, is the
only conference team ranked in the standings.
Nineteen seniors will be recognized
before the game.
“I think it’s terrific for our fans to be

Attendance at
Bulldog Stadium

Rutgers (Aug. 30): 33,098
Cal Poly (Sept. 7): 33,260
Boise State (Sept. 20): 41,031
UNLV (Oct. 19): 37,604
Nevada (Nov. 2): 41,031
able to be here and experience the fact that
we’re clinching the West,” Fresno State
coach Tim DeRuyter said.
“I thought it was special last year in our
last game, same thing, Senior Day against
Air Force where our fans were here seeing
us celebrate that championship. We still
have unfinished business to do a week later,
but I think the fact that we can clinch will
be special, not only our players, but also
our Red Wave fans.”
Fresno State’s Bulldog Shop, the university’s official apparel and souvenir store, is
also enjoying the football team’s success.
Sales at the store have broken daily,
weekly and monthly records, said Diane
Brock, manager of the Bulldog Shop.
See BULLDOGS, Page 8

Roe Borunda / The Collegian

Customers leave the Bulldog Shop Thursday afternoon after contributing to the record sales the store has
enjoyed this season as a result of the football team’s success.

Students learn about leadership at forum
By Hailey Mayo
The Collegian
The department of military
science and leadership hosted a
leadership forum in the North
Gym auditorium Wednesday
night that highlighted historical
leaders and Fresno State’s role in
the community.
Panelists
included
Assemblyman Jim Patterson,
Fresno State women’s basketball
coach Raegan Pebley and Fresno
State Associate Provost Dr.
Lynnette Zelezny.
The discussion was part of a
series the department put together as a conversation starter about
leadership at Fresno State and the
community.
Lt. Col. Lorenzo Rios, department chair of the military science and leadership department,
believes Fresno State has a lot of
potential.
“I see how great Fresno State
really is, but I don’t think Fresno
State really talks about how great

it really is,” Rios said. “I want
people to take pride in what they
have.
“We have so much opportunity
here, and if we could just wake up
to that potential, we really have a
sleeping giant here.”
The panelists discussed what
they believed leadership to be
and referenced many leaders
from U.S. history such as Martin
Luther King Jr., President Ronald
Reagan and explorers Louis and
Clark.
Patterson quoted Reagan saying, “The greatest leader is not
necessarily the one who does the
greatest things. He is the one that
gets the people to do the greatest
things.”
Patterson shared his view on
leadership stating, “We are all
encouraged and energized to lead
by our nation’s history. To be a
leader, you have to have a compelling vision with a purpose.
“You must be focused, direct
and disciplined. Leadership is
not an end, it is a journey, and it

much opportunity here, and if we could just wake up to that potential, we really
“Wehavehavea sosleeping
giant here.”
— Lt. Col. Lorenzo Rios,
ROTC commander

begins with a decision.”
Zelezny, who has a background
in leadership, dove into the psychological aspects of leadership.
She said there are personality traits that indicate leadership
skills, like bravery.
“When becoming a leader, one
of the first things you have to do is
be willing to stand up during hard
times,” she said. “It doesn’t mean
you have to be a visionary. You
don’t even have to be brilliant.”
Pebley shared how she teaches
leadership to her team.
She said she teaches horizontal leadership so everyone on the

team has a say and depends on
each other, rather than vertical
leadership where the team can
lose its vision when only one person makes a mistake.
Dalton Dupree, a Fresno State
student who plans to become an
elementary school teacher, said
the discussion helped prepare
him for his goal.
“This discussion really got me
thinking on my future and what I
can do to be a leader in my community,” Dupree said.
Rios said he hoped the discussion left students asking themselves, “Why not me?” in regards

to leadership roles.
He hopes students ask themselves, “What if we wake up to the
light, and that light is leadership?”
Rios said he wants to have two
similar discussions in the spring
semester.
“The over-arching theme will
always be leadership, but we will
start injecting core values into
the talks,” Rios said. “Tonight we
heard leadership and loyalty, next
time we’ll have leadership and
duty, then others like honor and
respect. Then we’ll let the community decide what the next series is.

LARK: Friends, department mourns passing of student teacher
“He was just so proud of them and their
accomplishments,” Counts said. “He had
no problem telling them that, and they
he excelled working with children.
“He was amazing with his kids in his accepted it and they believed it because it
classroom,” said friend Jeni Jones. “There’s was coming from him.”
Friends and classmates said that Lark
not one person that I have met, one person
that has known him, that didn’t think about encouraged and guided them through
school and their career paths.
him the way we do.”
“He was just an extreme motivator,”
Counts said he loved his students and
Counts
said. “He helped push me through
already made an impact in their lives in the
finishing school and was just an incredshort time he knew them.
ible friend
that I know
touched my
life in many
ways. He was
just a genuine,
loving, kindSTARTS AT 10:30 a. m.
hearted man.”
C o u n t s
Toys
said Lark was
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was amazing with his kids in his classroom. There’s not one person that
“HeI have
met, one person that has known him, that didn’t think about him the
way we do.”

— Jeni Jones,
Friend and classmate of Alexander Lark
happening in their personal lives.
“What I will remember most is just his
support of me. He encouraged me to be
myself and not care what other people
think,” said Laura Slagle, a marriage family
therapist intern for Fresno Unified.
Slagle attributed part of Lark’s goodwill
toward students to his educational philosophy.
“I just found that he really looked at kids
from a compassionate viewpoint rather
than just seeing their behavior, because
some of the kids we work with are really
difficult behaviorally,” Slagle said.
Slagle sees his death as more than just a

loss for his friends and family, but as a loss
for the education profession as a whole.
“What a loss for all the kids, because we
had a lot of plans in our group of like-minded friends,” she said. “We had a lot of plans
of the difference we were going to make for
these kids with special needs. And we were
always talking about how we were going to
eventually all work together to really help
these kids.”

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a forum for
student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

PAGE 4

COLLEGIAN.CSUFRESNO.EDU

100 years of homegrown
From immigrant roots and through generations of Fresno State graduates, one
Valley company sends produce around the world while staying true to home
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WEEKEND WONDERS
Looking for something to do tonight? Keep your weekend fun with these winter Weekend Wonders

Frozen fun

For those who would rather strap on skates and get on the ice
themselves, the Downtown Fresno Ice Rink on the Fulton Mall
is back through Jan. 20. On weekdays opening at 11 a.m., rink
admission is $10 for adults and $8 for kids. Saturday and Sunday,
admission is $12 for adults and $10 for children. Season passes and
gift certificates are available. The rink will have other events, like
“turkey bowling” with KSEE 24 and an ‘80s Night on Saturday from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Those interested can visit the rink’s website at www.
downtownfresno.org/events/ice-rink or call 559-490-9966.
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P-R Farms’ 100-percent-organic, estate-grown, extra-virgin Enzo Olive Oil, which has won more than 15
awards and is used by celebrity chef Tyler Florence. The oil is sold at Bella Frutta and Whole Foods Market.

“W

e have a mix of our own products and we also partner up
with Fresno State, we sell Fresno State ice cream, sweet
corn, grapes [and] milk...Fresno state items are very popular.”
— Vincent Ricchiuti,
Director of operations for P-R Farms
Photo courtesy of Bella Frutta

One of Bella Frutta’s displays showcasing a variety of fruits including tangelos. Tangelos are a mix of tangerine and grapefruit.

By Taleesha Jenkins
Special to The Collegian
In Clovis five miles south of
Fresno State, the foothills to the
Sierras is the view from the patio
of indoor farmers market Bella
Frutta, filled with people eating
fresh locally-grown goods from
fruits and vegetables, to meals
prepared in 100-percent organic
olive oil.
Vegetable grower Vincenzo
Ricchiuti ventured from Italy to
America in 1914 and began his
farming business. After World
War II his son, Pat Ricchiuti, returned home and decided to open
a roadside stand called Bella Frutta to sell fresh vegetables and fruit
grown on his family farm. Nearly
100 years after the venture from
Italy, the family continues to serve
the Central Valley and the world.
“Vincenzo began the operation,” said Vinci Ricchiuti, vice
president of retail. “But under the
leadership of Pat, [he] and his son
Patrick grew the business.”
Ricchiuti Family Farms is the
parent company and under Ricchiuti Family Farms is P-R Farms,
which sells its fruit at Bella Frutta.
Different from other farms,
P-R Farms, which ships goods
all over the world, is the grower,
packer and shipper of almonds,
tree fruit, stone fruit, citrus, table
grapes and raisins.
Vincent Ricchiuti, director of

operations for P-R Farms, said
95 percent of almonds the farm
produces are exported out of the
country. The rest is available at
Bella Frutta.
P-R Farms is also the largest organic olive oil producer in
the country. Vincent said their
100-percent-organic,
estategrown, extra-virgin Enzo Olive Oil
is one of their most popular items.
Enzo Olive Oil has won 17 awards
based on taste and quality, and
Ricchiuti said the oil can also be
seen being used by celebrity chef
Tyler Florence.
Along with P-R Farms, the
family still has their retail store.
Located in Clovis on the corner of
Willow and Shepherd, Bella Frutta provides fresh food seven days
a week.
“Bella Frutta is my family’s retail store for our farm [PR Farms]”
Ricchiuti said. “Bella Frutta is our
direct-to-consumer avenue for
sales.”
Vincent, a fourth generation
American, is following in the footsteps of his father, grandfather
and great-grandfather in helping
grow the company.
He is also a third-generation
Fresno State graduate, and he
said Bella Frutta’s connection
with Fresno State stems from staff
to produce.
“We have a mix of our own
products and we also partner up
with Fresno State, we sell Fresno State ice cream, sweet corn,

grapes [and] milk,” said Vincent.
“Fresno state items are very popular.”
He believes Bella Frutta is a
great place for Fresno State students because of their variety of
goods and affordable prices.
“Our peaches are $1.99 a
pound,” he said. “That’s a lot of
peaches for two bucks.”
In addition to being an indoor
farmers market seven days a
week, on Saturdays and Sundays
about eight different food trucks
come to the Willow and Shepherd
location. Customers are able to
shop and eat, while food trucks
like “Dusty Bun” offer meals
cooked in the store’s award-winning olive oil.
“It’s a great atmosphere out
here on the patio with the view of
the Sierras,” she said. “Makes it a
great spot for young and old alike
to enjoy.”
With their close connection to
the university, Vinci said Bella
Frutta takes pride in the fact that
they are constantly hiring Fresno
State students to work in their
store.
“I like to give students a chance
to learn about agriculture and
work in a local business,” Vinci
said. “They’re good employees.
“They’re eager to learn and energetic.”
Shelby Magee, a pre-nursing
major at Fresno State, said she
has been working at Bella Frutta
for a year. Her responsibilities in-

clude customer service and shipping out orders.
“It’s really fun,” Magee said.
“We carry a lot of Fresno State
products, and it’s all local.”
“We encourage people to come

out; your living in the fruit basket
of the world,” Vincent said. “You’ll
never live in a place where this
many different things are grown
and produced.”
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Monster’s team member Cory Kachel, number 18, on the ice with an
opponent. The team has 18 home games left in their season.

Actress Jennifer Lawrence as “Katniss Everdeen” in the second Hunger
Games film, “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire,” which opens today.

Hockey: home at last

‘The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire’

For a little rough-and-tumble fun, hockey fans can watch the Fresno
Monsters hockey team take on the Long Beach Bombers Friday and
Saturday at 5:30 p.m., and Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Games take place
at the Gateway Ice Center at 2473 N. Marks Ave. in Fresno. Tickets
are $10 for adults and $8 for children 12 and under. Active military
get in free with military ID. Groups of more than 10 can purchase
tickets in advance and at special rates by calling the Monsters’ office
at 559-549-4849. For more information, visit the team’s website,
http://fresnomonsters.pointstreaksites.com/view/fresnomonsters or
email info@fresnomonsters.com.

Photo courtesy of Kim Leonard

Skaters enjoy the Downtown Fresno Ice Rink on the Fulton Mall. The
rink is open through Jan. 20, and admission ranges from $8 to $12.

Katniss Everdeen returns to the movie screen in “The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire,” the second film in the popular “Hunger Games” series,
which opens today. Actress Jennifer Lawrence returns as Katniss,
along with actors Josh Hutcherson as Peeta Mellark and Liam
Hemsworth as Gale Hawthorne. The sequel picks up with Everdeen
and Mellark on a “Victor’s Tour” after winning the 74th annual Hunger
Games. Rebellion is brewing, and the 75th annual Hunger Games are
nearing.
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Valley Firsts: Award-winning director to speak
By Jacob Rayburn
The Collegian
In 1978, the documentary “The
Flight of the Gossamer Condor”
won an Academy Award, and
tonight at 6 p.m. the director,
Ben Shedd, and Bryan Allen, who
piloted the first human-powered
aircraft, will share their experiences.
The event is part of the Valley
Firsts series that has brought a
variety of exhibits to the Leon S.
Peters Ellipse Gallery on the second floor of the Henry Madden
Library.
The film documents the flight
of the Gossamer Condor, the
world’s first fully controllable
human-powered aircraft.
Shedd, a Stockton native, is an
Academy Visiting Artist funded
by the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences who won a
Peabody Award for his work with
the PBS series “Nova.”
Allen, from Tulare, Calif., pedaled the Gossamer Condor into
history during a flight that lasted
seven minutes and 27 seconds.
Allen later piloted a second award-winning flight, the
Gossamer Albatross, across the
English Channel in two hours and
49 minutes.
In a one-on-one interview with
The Collegian, Shedd previewed
the showing of the documentary
and his experiences making the
award-winning documentary.
THE COLLEGIAN: What
led you to the project?
SHEDD: I was based in Los
Angeles at the time. I had worked
on the Nova series on public television and I met Paul MacCready,

the guy who designed and made
the Gossamer Condor happen, as
part of a research project. I knew
his next-door neighbor. I knew
it would be a cool film to make.
There were several indicators in
his research that he would make a
significant leap.
It was a 50,000 British poundssterling prize, which at the time
was $2 to the pound so it was a
$100,000 prize. Paul MacCready
wanted to win the money because
he had cosigned a loan his brother
had on a company. How do you
get $100,000 quick? You invent
the first human-powered plane in
history. I knew he was very motivated. I knew he wasn’t going to
stop until he tried all possibilities.”
The group designing the
aircraft needed a pilot who
also had the physical endurance to pedal hard enough
to provide the power to fly.
Who was the pilot?
One of the guys’ roommate was
an unemployed guy named Bryan
Allen, a bicycle racer and handglider pilot. He could do the two
things at the same time: he could
add substantial power and control
the wings so it didn’t have much
drag.
It sounds like you need a
great athlete and a pilot to
make this work?
That was Allen. I flew one of
the backup versions one day for
20 seconds, and I was utterly
exhausted.
One has to realize the density
of the air. You have to think about
swimming through the water.
This was 1984, and I can still
remember how aching my thighs

were.
Before he flew the Gossamer
Albatross, he was biking 70 miles
a day to train.
The film was appreciated
by a wide audience and found
its way into the classroom.
How are students benefitting
from the film?
There’s a national school program for engineers called Project
Lead the Way.
The curriculum writer called
me and said he’d been using the
film for his college classes and he
loved it. It’s been used the last six
years in high schools.
The general arc of the process
of making the Gossamer Condor
follows engineering when it
makes breakthroughs. You come
up with a plan, then you build it
and you test it.
If it doesn’t work, then you
repair it and reconsider it and
keep trying until it works. It
becomes a model for what would
work.
That’s why the film is used in
schools.
What is different about
making a documentary than
other films?
I found that I know how to take
a process and then take it apart
and then recreate it for an audience. Part of it, I’m pretty convinced, has to with the fact that as
a small child my great uncle came
through Stockton, Calif.
He was an amateur magician
and came from a magic convention. I can still see the magic show
he did in our backyard when I was
2 ½ years old.
I became a working magician
at age 7 doing kid’s birthday par-

Photo courtesy of Ben Shedd

Cameraman Boyd Estes shoots footage for the “The Flight of the Gossamer Condor”
documentary that won an Academy award in 1978. Bryan Allen is flying the first
human-powered aircraft.

ties until I was about 14. I am now
convinced being a documentary
filmmaker is really about making

the illusion of reality.
People can experience the
event like they are there.

.
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FRESNO STATE VOLLEYBALL

’Dogs fall to Cowgirls

Three
players
sign NLIs
By Christopher Livingston
The Collegian

Khlarissa Agee / The Collegian

Fresno State senior right side hitter Holly Franks (21) lobs a kill past Wyoming blockers in the Bulldogs’ 3-1 loss Thursday night at the Save Mart Center.

Fresno State hosts conference-leading Rams Saturday
By Christopher Livingston
The Collegian
On Saturday, the Fresno State
women’s volleyball team will
host the undefeated Colorado
State Rams. But first it had to
go through a revenge-seeking
Wyoming Cowgirls.
And in a four-set showdown,
the Cowgirls won 18-25, 25-16,
26-24, 28-26.
The Cowgirls (18-13, 8-9
Mountain West Conference) still
remember their Oct. 26 matchup,
when they were swept at home
by Fresno State -- and they came
into the Save Mart Center ready to
play their best Thursday night.
The Bulldogs (17-12, 11-6
MWC), on the other hand, needed
to keep their composure and play
the same disciplined, focused volleyball that they executed against
Wyoming nearly a month ago.
“It looked like they felt a little too much pressure to win,”
said Fresno State coach Lauren
Netherby-Sewell. “They came out

thinking that it was going to be an
easy match, but we know better.”
Senior outside hitter Korrin
Wild finished the game with
22 kills, her fourth 20-plus kill
match of the season. Right side
hitter Holly Franks had a doubledouble with 13 kills and 12 digs.
The Bulldogs outhit the Cowgirls
(.209-.159), but Wyoming had
more blocks (18-12).
“I give credit to Wyoming. They
played a decent game defensively,” Netherby-Sewell said.
Fresno State began Set 1 with a
Wild kill, then used a quick pass
attack to keep the lead.
Wyoming’s weakness was its
hitting game. The Cowgirls committed nine errors, while posting
only eight kills in the frame.
Cowgirl outside hitter Kayla
Slofkiss led her team with three
kills and a .286 hit percentage,
but the team finished the set hitting -.030.
Wild’s five kills were the highest for the Bulldogs in the frame,
while Fresno State middle blocker

Maci Murdock had five digs and
hit .286.
The tides shifted in Set 2. The
Cowgirls improved their hitting
and rallied behind Reese Plante’s
five kills and the team’s .324 hit
percentage. The Bulldogs had
12 kills and nine errors out of 36
total attacks to hit .083.
Wild had six kills in the frame,
but Wyoming did enough damage
to post a 25-16 set victory and tie
the match at the half.
In Set 3, the Bulldogs jumped
to a healthy 20-15 lead, but the
Cowgirls outscored Fresno State
7-2 and tied the contest at 22.
Back and forth volleyball
ensued, and the home team
was unable to keep its lead
and dropped the frame to give
Wyoming the 2-1 game lead.
Wyoming continued its offense
in Set 4 and posted a 4-1 lead
before Netherby-Sewell called a
timeout.
After, the Bulldogs rallied and
tied the contest at seven. Wild
and Murdock led an aggressive,

fast-paced offense to lead 21-17,
but the Cowgirls equated the
quick game play with unyielding
defense and tied the frame at 22.
The Bulldogs and Cowgirls
exchanged points afterward, and
everyone on the floor showed no
desire to quit. Both teams had to
go beyond the 25 points needed to
win the set, as the frame was tied
at 23, 24, 25 and 26.
But after the 26-26 tie,
Wyoming outside hitter Bridget
Shanahan smacked an assist by
setter Rachel Keyes, and Slofkiss
spiked another set by Keyes for
the two points needed to win the
game.
Now with two losses in a row,
the Bulldogs are looking to snap
their losing streak against the
Rams on Senior Day.
“We have such great seniors,
and they have come a long way,”
Netherby-Sewell said. “The have
worked so hard for this, so I
expect them to lay it all out on the
floor [Saturday].”

With five seniors playing
their final games this weekend,
Fresno State women’s volleyball
coach Lauren Netherby-Sewell
signed three high-school seniors
to National Letters of Intent on
Tuesday.
Taylor Brubaker from
San Clemente, Calif., Carly
Scarborough from Sarasota, Fla.,
and Visalia’s Lauren Torres committed to playing for Fresno State
in 2014.
“We’re adding some really
physical players to our squad
in 2014,” Netherby-Sewell said.
“We had to work hard and be very
selective in this class because of
the program’s fantastic progress
in the last year. We’ve become a
big, imposing offensive team, so
we didn’t want to lose that going
into next season.”
Brubaker led San Clemente
High School to a league title in
2011 and a runner-up finish in
2013. The 6-foot outside hitter
was a three-time letterwinner and
the captain of her squad in her
senior year.
“Taylor’s a polished player
and has had terrific training over
the years,” Netherby-Sewell said.
“She’s young and has a world
of growth ahead of her, but her
potential as a six-rotation player
is exciting.”
Scarborough comes from
Riverside High School in Sarasota,
Fla., where she was a member of
a squad that has appeared in two
Patriot League championship
matches (one of which it won). In
2012, she was the team captain,
MVP and all-area team choice.
In her senior year, she averaged
14 kills, 10 digs and a .278 hitting
percentage.
“She looks developed and super
physical,” Netherby-Sewell said.
“She’s a program changer, and it’ll
be nice to have some East Coast
representation on our team.”
El Diamante High School’s
Torres led her team to three
West Yosemite League titles, two
Division-II championship appearances (one win and one runner-up
finish) and a 102-22 record. In her
career, the 6-foot middle blocker
has won Best Defensive Player,
Most Improved and Coaches’
Award honors.
“She has been the best of the
best in her area for a long time,”
Netherby-Sewell said. “I cannot
wait to get her in the gym.”

BASKETBALL: Fresno State starts 2013-14 season 3-1
CONTINUED from page 8
minutes of the game,” Huddleston said.
“If I see something, I’ll try to come in and
bring what we need to the team.”
Guard Dave Nwaba led the Mustangs
with six points in the first half, en route to
an 11-point total in the game. He forced the
only Fresno State turnover in the first half:
a steal that led to a dunk with 15:45 left in
the frame.
With 14 points, senior forward Chris
Eversley was the Mustangs’ highest scorer in the contest. He also led the team in
rebounds (7).
But in order to gain the upper hand, the

Bulldogs knew
make shots
they needed to
for them,”
take out one
Terry said,
f I see something, I’ll try to come in and
of Cal Poly’s
“and we did
stronger links.
a really good
bring what we need to the team.”
And they did
job with
that by playreally tak— Allen Huddleston,
ing heavy
ing away any
Fresno State men’s basketball senior
defense against
open looks
Mustang guard
for him. Our
Kyle Odister.
guys did a
The 6-feet,
good job
185-pounder was held to only three points with swarming him and staying attached.”
in 26 minutes played, including a scoreless
Another thing that Fresno State needed
second half.
to focus on was its rebounds. In the first six
“He’s a key guy [the Mustangs] rely on to minutes of the contest, the Bulldogs were

“I

outrebounded by the Mustangs 5-2 and
were trailing by three.
It wasn’t until 11:48 left in the first
half that the Bulldogs were lifted by a
Huddleston layup for the 11-10 lead. Fresno
State increased its defensive presence to
maintain the lead and ended the first half
with a 31-19 advantage over the Mustangs.
“As long as we continue to build our
defense, continue to play hard and work
hard in that regard, we’ll be right where we
need to be,” Terry said.
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BULLDOGS:
Stadium expected
to be packed
CONTINUED from page 3

The shop received boosts from marketing efforts like the Blackout game against
the Wolf Pack (where fans were encouraged
to wear black to match Fresno State’s attire
for that game) and the Bulldogs’ seasonopening “Whiteout” game against Rutgers
on Aug. 30.
The store has had to make several orders
for souvenirs, such as the mini Bulldog helmets, because of their popularity, Brock
said.
“I thought last week things were going
to be pretty quiet because we had an away
game and then we had bye, but we’ve been
steady actually for those last two weeks,”
Brock said.
“Sales have been incredible. It’s not just
because of the white and the black, it’s
because of the success of the football team.”
Saturday’s game kicks off at 1 p.m., the
first and only home game this season that
will start before 6 p.m., and will be televised on ESPNews. Tailgate lots will open
at 9 a.m.
The Bulldogs have averaged an attendance of 37,204 in their five previous home
games this season.
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FRESNO STATE SENIOR CLASS

SENIOR SATURDAY

Lars
Bramer

Ben
Letcher

Isaiah
Burse

Nikko
Motta

Derek
Carr

Jonathan
Norton

Blake
Dunn

Andrew
Gustafson

Anthony
Riggins

Nat
Harrison

Mike
Saenz

Andy
Jennings

Taylor
Stewart

Marcel
Jensen

Patrick
Su’a

L.J.
Jones

Jeremiah
Toma

James
Le’au

Austin
Wentworth

Photos courtesy of Fresno State Athletics

Bulldogs a win away from clinching West Division
Fresno State, ranked No. 15 in the Bowl
Championship Series standings, hosts the
New Mexico Lobos Saturday at Bulldog
Stadium (1 p.m.) on Senior Day.
The Red Wave is expected to come in
full force on Saturday, and the Bulldogs,
who won a share of the Mountain West
Conference Championship in last year’s
home finale against Air Force, will have
the chance to clinch the West Division
and a spot in this year’s inaugural conference championship game.
Here are some things to consider heading into Saturday:
Fresno State has faced the option
before

Saturday at Bulldog
Stadium (1 p.m.)
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The Bulldogs are no strangers to the
option attack that the Lobos are known
for. They saw it against Cal Poly earlier
this season, and they saw it against Air
Force in last year’s regular-season finale.

The Lobos are ranked second among
Football Bowl Subdivision schools in
rushing yards, averaging 323.8 yards per
game on the ground.
Fresno State has faced the option
before against New Mexico. Last season
against the Lobos, the Bulldogs came out
with a 49-32 win on the road, holding
New Mexico’s option to 81 rushing yards
in the second half.
Fresno State came back from a
21-point deficit during that win, which
wide receiver Davante Adams said happened to be the turning of the 2012 season for the Bulldogs, who won their final
five games that have become part of a
14-game regular-season win streak.
Bye, bye, bye
Fresno State technically had three bye
weeks this season, the most recent one
coming last week.
That was a result of the cancellation

of Fresno State’s nonconference game
against Colorado scheduled to be played
on Sept. 14, but was postponed indefinitely due to massive flooding in Boulder.
The jury’s still out on whether playing
one less game will affect Fresno State’s
final standings in the BCS assuming it finishes the season undefeated.
But the extra bye week gave the
Bulldogs extra time to prepare for Boise
State (a 41-40 win for the Bulldogs) and
it has trickled down to now, where the
Bulldogs have potentially three games left
before the bowl season with three weeks
without having to play an opponent.
“It’s mixed feelings about that,” Adams
said.
“Obviously, when you’re a competitor,
you want to play as many games as possible. But I think with us being able to
have breaks throughout the season, with
us missing Colorado and ending up with
three byes essentially, it definitely gives
us a chance to get our legs fresh.

Huddleston leads Bulldogs in win
Fresno State comes out with convincing
63-46 victory over Cal Poly
By Christopher Livingston
The Collegian

Roe Borunda / Collegian file photo

Fresno State guard Allen Huddleston (55) makes a basket in the Bulldogs win against
Cal State Northridge on Nov. 16.

Senior forward Allen
Huddleston came off the bench
and scored 14 points, while posting career-high seven rebounds
in the Fresno State men’s basketball team’s 63-46 victory over the
Cal Poly Mustangs on Wednesday
night.
“[My philosophy is] to bring in
energy every game,” Huddleston
said.
Huddleston was one of five
Bulldogs with double-digit points
against a veteran Mustang team
which was trying to win its first
game of the season.
“Our guys did a great job stepping up to that challenge,” said
Fresno State coach Rodney Terry.
“We knew that we were going to
have to guard and defend [Cal
Poly], and we did for a better part
of the game.
“We’ve talked about that all
year long: trusting teammates and
the system. Be as happy as you
can for another guy scoring the
basketball.”

However, the Bulldogs had a men to be sophomores. They’re
slow start to the contest, unlike averaging double-figure minutes,
their usual, fast-paced, cover- and they’re a big part for our team
the-floor approach shown during and what we’re doing this year.”
last week’s victory over Cal State
Freshman forward Alex Davis,
Northridge.
still recovering from his ankle
S o p h o m o r e g u a r d C e z a r injury, scored eight points on 75
Guerrero found
percent shoothimself in foul
ing in 15 mintrouble early in
utes played.
the game. After
was havThe Collegian publishes ing“Ifun,”
commit-ting
Davis
its Winter Sports Insert
two fouls dursaid. “Coach
Dec. 6
ing the first 3:35
has been teachof the first half,
ing me all week
he remained
to stay patient.
on the bench for the rest of the He’s been preaching to me that it
frame. This, Terry said, allowed takes time for anyone to get back
the freshmen to gain experience from an injury. Everything is getin the contest.
ting back to normal. My team“It was another opportunity for mates have been trusting me from
Emmanuel [Owootoah] to come the start of the game and told me
into the game,” Terry said. “We’re to come out aggressive.”
very confident in his skill set and
Huddleston stepped in as the
what he’s able to do right now. He sixth man and played 13 minutes
has the tools to man that [shoot- while posting seven points during guard] position up now.
ing the half.
“I told my guys that what they
“I’m sitting on the bench, so
do in practice is a correlation of I’m watching the first four or five
how they compete, and right now
[the coaches are] asking the freshSee BASKETBALL, Page 7

COMING SOON

