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Political stalemate: debt ceiling looms
By Jacob Rayburn
The Collegian

Fresno State has largely avoided the
effects of the government shutdown but
concern about the political stalemate has
reached the campus.
As a result of the shutdown, cadets from
Fresno State’s Army ROTC had their annual fall training event canceled, said ROTC

administrative assistant Nancy Kobata.
The cadets created a new training plan,
Kobata said, with the help of multiple
departments on campus.
The starting point will be the North
Gym, and cadets will go on a three-mile
rucksack march through the agriculture
fields around the campus. Then the cadets
will be put through a series of challenges
that will end with a final “Bulldog Mile.”

“Rather than accept this challenge as an
obstacle, these agile, adaptive and creative
problem solvers displayed their phenomenal leadership ability by turning it into an
opportunity to excel,” Kobata said.
For problem solvers in Washington,
D.C., there seems to be some movement
in the political tectonic plates. Republican
leaders in the House of Representatives
offered Thursday a short-term increase in

the government’s debt ceiling.
Some consider it a sign that the White
House and Congress may be ready to enter
productive talks to solve the nation’s fiscal
pending crisis.
“Behind the scenes there seems to
have been a lot of changes,” said Dr.
Thomas Holyoke, a political science assoSee STALEMATE, Page 6

COMING
TO A
CLOSE

Photos by Roe Borunda / The Collegian

This year’s edition of The Big Fresno Fair drew crowds. including Fresno State students and organizations, to experience the annual festivites. Visitors enjoyed a variety of attractions, such as rides, food, prizes and Fresno State-produced wine.

Fresno State
students join Big
Fresno Fair fun

By Brianna Vaccari
The Collegian
The Big Fresno Fair was nothing out of the ordinary Thursday
night at dusk: families enjoyed
their foot massages to end the
day, kids straggled behind their
parents with stuffed animals in

tow, karaoke singers belting out
notes of “Ain’t No Mountain High
Enough” and multi-colored blinking lights adorned every booth,
game and ride.
Fresno State students sported
their Bulldog gear while working
and soaking up the fair sights,
sounds and grease from deep-

fried food.
The fair food was what attracted Fresno State student Christina
Martinez and her boyfriend.
Martinez has attended the fair
the past three years said it has
become a “yearly thing.”
Martinez, who is majoring in
child development, smiled as she

described the pig races.
“It was nice seeing the kids at
the pig races. Even after the races
were over the kids were still jumping up and down and getting into
it,” she said.
For some students, being at the
See FAIR, Page 3
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Fresno State turns to CSU Northridge for insight on tablets
By Ricardo Cano
The Collegian

Fresno State Associated
Students, Inc. President Moses
Menchaca said the push for
making digital tablets a part of
the university’s curricula – an
effort introduced by university President Joseph Castro –
remains in its early stages.

Fresno State turned to CSU
Northridge, which launched the
MyCSUtablet Initiative that offers
access to digital textbooks and
materials to students, to get an
idea of how the university operates its tablet program.
Menchaca and 14 school
administrators visited the
Northridge campus on Oct. 4 and
will have a debriefing meeting to

further discuss their findings.
Northridge’s tablet program is
not campus wide. As of this fall,
there are seven majors – biology,
journalism, liberal studies, public
health, physical therapy, kinesiology, engineering and computer
science – that are making the
switch to digital textbooks in their
respective curriculums, according
to the university’s website.

At Northridge, 70 professors
offer “E-study” courses. The
school’s bookstore offers students
the ability to purchase Apple
iPads in either full payment or
two- or three-semester payment
plans.
“The first step is we had an
Apple person come out and talk a
little bit about their product and
what can be done,” Menchaca

said. “We visited CSU Northridge
and looked at CSUN’s tablet program, which is just starting. We’re
just going to continue to meet and
look at that.”
CSU Northridge President
Dianne F. Harrison said in a
release that the initiative “represents the university’s commitSee ASI, Page 3
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Always necessary,

always disgusting

The public restroom experience and finding Shangri-La
By Haley Lambert
Opinion Editor
There are things we love doing: reading,
skiing, shopping, watching football, baking
cakes, etc.
When someone says, “Cake is good.”
You think “Yeah it is!” And proceed to
make one. If skiing is mentioned, you
might talk about why it’s your favorite
sport. Ultimately, the thought of these
activities makes you smile and pay some
little homage to the joy induced by them.
There are things we don’t enjoy, but do
anyway without obsessing over how much
they suck. Like vacuuming, washing vegetables, ironing clothes and getting up to
find the TV remote.
If someone complains about washing vegetables, you just think, “Yeah, it’s
annoying, but oh well,” and you go about
your merry way.
Then there are activities we hate. We
hate them so much we think about how
much hate we harbor.
For me, this is using public restrooms.
Note: I don’t do anything but expel
what I’ve drunk in public bathrooms.
Anything more is an abomination.
Nothing quite compares with walking

into the foul smell of a public restroom. If
said water closet also houses wet floors and
scummy walls, you’ve just been exposed to
a sickening dungeon of illness.
In the developed world — I would venture to say — the public restroom is likely
one of the most grotesque venues open to
the public (I word it this way because obviously a burn trauma center or the trashladen slums of Calcutta are vastly more
awful).
When someone strikes up a conversation about public restrooms, it inevitably
leads to a tactless contest in which each
participant talks about some abhorrent
public toilet they’ve encountered and often
had to use.
What’s so bizarre is that despite my disgust, the 9-year-old boy that I was in a past
life thinks it’s hilarious. I can’t stay away
from such conversations. It’s revolting—
both the topic and the fact that I get the
biggest laugh out of such discussions.
Outside of amusing conversations
about “public bathrooming,” however, I
find the thought and act revolting.
Why? Aside from any Freudian implications, the public restroom is filthy.
No public restroom is truly clean.
When people say that a certain public

place keeps its facilities clean, it’s a delusional wish, much like parents who refuse
to admit their child is a lazy freeloader.
Instead they say, “She’s artistic!” or “He’s
just sensitive.”
In the same vein, people say public
bathrooms are “pretty clean,” or my personal favorite, “smell OK.”
None of that matters when you consider
that in these facilities, dozens of humans
with myriad pathogens, bacteria and even
fungi excrete waste. As we all know, some
folks are not as genteel as myself, and thus
think it’s acceptable to excrete droppings
in public toilets.
From my perspective, the filth scale
ranges along the lines of “ick” to “gross” to
“disgusting like hot sewage juice.”
Unfortunately, on this campus, inhabited by thousands of people, the restroom
situation is revolting. More unfortunate:
we have to use said bathrooms.
I’ve never been in a bathroom on this
campus that I thought was just “ick.”
Usually they land somewhere between
“gross” and “sewage juice.”
Disclaimer: this is not the fault of our
hard-working janitorial staffers. They do as
good a job as can be expected when scores
of people daily, consistently make filthy

messes.
I’ve secretly been searching for the
“Shangri-La of bathrooms.”
Strangely, I have found it. Once. It was
amazing. I will never tell where it is. It’s all
about the journey, right?
I will say, it’s older and has a weird sink
positioned in the corner of the bathroom.
It’s a singular toilet in a room. We call
those singles or studio toilets.
It’s my studio, and that of whoever
else finds it. But you never will. Either
you won’t recognize it because you aren’t
disgusted by public restrooms like I am
and, thus, will not have the perspective to
understand its relative cleanliness.
Or, you won’t realize it's literally right
under your nose, in a place you see almost
every day. Despite its accessibility, it’s
amazing so few people use it. Of course,
you do have to pay a price (this might be a
hint).
To be sure, it’s still a public toilet, even
if it is a single and rarely used. It’s gross
but it works.
End rant.
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Top ‘Dogs to be awarded at gala
Collegian Staff
Alumnus Darius Assemi, president of Granville Homes, will be
honored at the Top Dog Alumni
Awards Gala on Oct. 18 at the
Save Mart Center.
The Fresno entrepreneur and
philanthropist will receive the
Fresno State Alumni Association’s
Top Dog Distinguished Alumnus
Award for 2013. He will be recognized along with 14 other people
at the event.
The annual event will honor
alumni chosen from each of the
university’s academic schools and
colleges, the department of athletics, the Henry Madden Library,
the division of student affairs and
the division of graduate studies.
“This year, we’ve made some
changes to add new dimensions to
the event,” said events coordinator Ashleigh Davis. “We will highlight performances by the Fresno
State Opera Theatre and other
student musicians.”
Assemi came to the United
States from Iran more than 30
years ago and graduated cum
laude in 1983 with a degree in
civil engineering. He has served
as president of Granville Homes
since 2009.
He is the chairperson of
American Medical Overseas
Relief, a Fresno nonprofit created
by the Assemi family and other
business leaders to help improve
the health of mothers and children in Afghanistan.
The nonprofit funded the cre-

CONTINUED from page 1
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Darius Assemi will receive the Top Dog Distinguished Alumnus Award for 2013 at award’s gala on Oct. 18. Fourteen other alumni
and 54 students will also be honored at the event.

ation of Afshar Hospital in Kabul,
Afghanistan, in 2009.
Assemi is also considered a
supporter of Downtown revitalization in Fresno. Granville
Homes has built four multifamily projects in the Cultural Arts
District in Fresno, which have
brought in about 500 residents.
Two alumni will be awarded the Arthur Safstrom Service
Award for service to the university

and community.
Omel Nieves, 1983, senior
shareholder, chief operations officer and partner of the Pasadenabased law firm Hunt, Ortmann,
Palffy, Nieves, Darling & Mah,
Inc., and Dennis R. Woods, 1969,
who co-chaired Fresno State’s
seven-year fundraising campaign
that raised $214 million for scholarships, faculty, programs and
facilities, will receive the award.

Students will also receive
awards at the event.
The Alumni Association will
distribute $125,000 in scholarships to 54 students based on
academic achievement, financial
need and community service.
The Top Dogs will be honored during Fresno State’s
Homecoming game Oct. 19
against UNLV at Bulldog Stadium.

ASI: Provost search committee in early stages
CONTINUED from page 1
ment to explore new technologies
to improve student learning and
success, as well as reduce costs for
students,” echoing similar views
by Castro.
“I think it’s a good idea because
I want every student to have
access to the tools to be successful,” Castro said of the push for
tablets in an August interview
with The Collegian.
One of the questions that
remains unanswered, Menchaca
said, is pinpointing the student
demographics that would benefit the most from using tablets.
There is also the question of which
courses and majors would be able
to utilize tablets in their curricula.
The feasibility of Fresno State

FAIR:
Students
work until
fair closes

moving forward with a plan
any time soon, Menchaca said,
remains a stretch this early in the
process.
“I don’t foresee this happening this year,” Menchaca told ASI
senators and officers Wednesday.
“It seems like there’s a lot more
infrastructure that needs to go
into place before we can even start
considering having [students] use
tablets specifically for courses.”
Provost search gains traction
The search for a new university
provost continues as Fresno State
makes a national search for a candidate to fill the position.
The search committee is in the
process of deciding which national scholarly magazines to place

job ads in, said Daniel Ward, senator-at-large for academic affairs
and the student representative on
the search committee.
The committee, Ward said, has
met once, and is expected to meet
more frequently before the Dec. 6
application deadline.
The search committee has
teamed up with AGB Search, a
national firm that specializes in
helping universities in hiring for
executive positions.
The position was left vacant
after Dr. William Covino was
appointed president at CSU Los
Angeles in May. Interim provost
Andrew Hoff, who came out of
retirement to fill the position, will
remain on the job through this
semester.
The committee will host job

finalists on campus visits, which
will include open forums for staff
and faculty, Castro said in an
email to the campus community
on Sept. 20.
Greek recruitment
More than 300 Fresno State
students joined the Greek system
this year, said Jason Oh, senator
for Greek affairs.
About 160 women and 140
men were given bids to sororities
and fraternities, with late bids still
being given out.
The university delayed this
year’s recruitment process – it
usually begins the first full week
of instruction – with the goal that
incoming students would find it
easier to adjust to college life.

fair was more work than play.
Matt Sani, an agriculture marketing student, served up free
samples of Fresno State wine in
the wine garden Thursday night
as part of an assignment in his
wine marketing class. Sani said
working at the fair helped apply
the marketing skills learned in the
classroom to real life.
Sani estimated that 70 percent
of the samplers were trying Fresno
State wine for the first time. Most
chose the Merlot and Chardonnay.
“Every customer gets three
samples. They’re only allowed
three, but they’re always begging
for more,” Sani said. “There’s
always those people who hang
around to try and get four or five
samples.”
Wes Campbell, a Save Mart
store manager, said the wine garden is a combined effort of the
Save Mart Corporation and Gallo
Wineries. The wine garden began
in 2010 at The Big Fresno Fair.
Campbell said half those who
sample Fresno State wine didn’t
previously know it existed, and
fewer know that every Save Mart
in the Fresno and Clovis area sells
the university wine.
Kyle Mendes was another
Fresno State student working at
the fair. Mendes, who is majoring
in agriculture education, worked
as a judge for pee-wee showmanship in livestock.
Because Mendes raised livestock his entire life and has been
judging shows since he was in
high school, he appreciates the
work that the kids and fairgrounds
staff put into the shows.
“This is a great fair that’s run
well. It’s a great thing to be a part
of,” he said. “My favorite thing is
seeing all the hard work pay off—
for kids who raise the animals for
six to nine months and to see that
look on their face when that work
pays off.”
Mendes was working at the
fair this year for a class and said
there were at least 50 other students doing the same thing. The
students help load and unload the
animals, get them in and out of the
ring and sort through the entries.
“It takes a small army to do this
job,” he said.
The Big Fresno Fair will continue through Oct. 14.

Grant offers funds for student businesses
By Hailey Mayo
The Collegian

The Technology Commercialization
Program of the Lyles Center for Innovation
and Entrepreneurship has created a minigrant worth up to $5,000 for Fresno State
students, faculty and staff with an entrepreneurial idea.
The Lyles Center has more than 10
programs aiding entrepreneurs with their
businesses. The minigrant is just one of the
many options applicants can choose when
looking for help to start up a company or
assist in an existing company.
New California Ventures, a Limited
Liability Corporation (LLC), was created
in order to differentiate the Fresno State
Foundation from the Lyles Center’s equity
in businesses it wanted to financially support.
The minigrant is given and created by
New California Ventures.
“This LLC was created in fall 2012 in
order to allow the Lyles Center the ability

to accept equity ownership in private companies in exchange for consulting services,”
said New California board member Debbie
Ashidian-Astone.
In a press release in 2012, executive
director of the Lyle’s Center Dr. Timothy
Stearns said, “Start-up and young companies have a difficult time attracting the
capital they need to develop their ideas.
Support from New California Ventures will
provide much-needed financing to develop
their product and make it attractive to
investors.”
The grants are given out once a semester, and there are no limitations on how
many grants that can be given, so long as
the idea is compelling.
“The grants are not limited to any
number of winners, rather it’s based on
really compelling ideas,” Technology
Commercialization Program manager Jeff
Macon said. “Depending on how many
applicants we get and how many great
ideas we receive, determines how many
grants will be given out.

“When applying, it’s best to write out
a line-item budget with exactly what you
need and how much it is. And the less
money you ask for, the more likely your
chances are of actually receiving the grant.”
Other universities have operated similar programs, but this is the first one to
be done by the California State University
system.
Fresno State MBA student Eric Hadden
applied for minigrant asking for $2,500 to
help make a marketing plan for a mobile
app he created.
“It’s called ‘Fast Book,’” Hadden said.
“It’s a mobile app for phones that allows
you to book appointments with people or
businesses. So the idea is you can make an
appointment for your Pilates class, haircut or nail appointment using your phone
without having to call them. [Afterward]
they will send you an email or text message to confirm, and you can add it to your
phone’s calendar.”
The app will be free to customers. The
way Fast Book will generate revenue is by

selling subscriptions to businesses so they
can have it to communicate with clients.
The Fast Book app is available to download
and has been beta tested using businesses
in the Central Valley.
“We’re using [Fast Book] with a kids
exercise studio called Kid Time Fitness in
Modesto,” he said. “They’ve been using it
now for about a year. The way that [Kid
Time Fitness] used to work before is that
parents would just show up for these classes for their kids.”
If Hadden receives the minigrant, he
would like to make professional marketing material with either an advertising
agency or possibly some of the students in
the communications or marketing departments at Fresno State.
The board received 18 applications this
semester, most of them from the mechanical engineering department.
The second round of grants will be
given mid-spring semester. The deadline is
March 1, 2014. Applications can be found
online at www.tcp.lylescenter.com.
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‘Wiggle Waggle Walk and Furry 5K Run’ raises money for Valley animal shelter
By Erica Heinisch
The Collegian

Central Valley residents with hyper and active dogs are
in luck this Saturday.
The largest no-kill animal shelter in Fresno, Valley Animal Center, is set to have its 14th annual Wiggle Waggle
Walk and Furry 5K Run on Saturday at Fresno State.
Valley Animal Center community relations coordinator
Rosie Davenport said the organization has held the event
at Fresno State for more than 10 years.
“We are sponsored by the Fresno State Poultry Society
Club,” Davenport said. “They are a student group.
“Through their sponsorship, we’re able to hold the
event at Fresno State.”
Because of the university’s shade trees, “great grass and
good parking,” Davenport said Fresno State is a perfect
venue for the run.
“We love to hold it there,” Davenport said. “Our participants prefer having it at Fresno State than other venues
like Woodward Park.”
Davenport said the event usually raises more than
$25,000 for the shelter’s animals. Around 500 Valley
residents attend, and with more preregistrations than
usual, she said the event could collect more attendees and
donations than past years.
She also said the money raised from the walk goes to
the shelter’s area of greatest need.
“It’s not officially allocated to specifically our cats or
dogs,” Davenport said. “It could be that we desperately
need more bleach for cleaning supplies or new beds for
the dogs.
“It’s going to help the entire population of animals that
we keep here.”
New additions to the event this year are interactive
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Fresno State students put on their cowboy boots for Thursday night’s concert and shared why they love Aldean
“We have front row tickets...We work together, and our
boss bought them for us!”
-Fresno State student and Jason Aldean fan Jordan
Sowell, who attended the concert with her co-worker.

“Because I love Jason Aldean...I think it’s his songs, they
hit me. I guess they’re fun to sing along to, and at the same
time, it’s like his lyrics have a lot of meaning to them...”
-Ceara Martinez, who attended the concert with a friend.

“The album is really good too, Night Train…I bought it
like the first week it came out. It was awesome.”
-Fresno State student Lexi Mapes, who said her current
favorite Jason Aldean song is “Staring at The Sun.”

“Because he is my
favorite country
music artist, and
my boyfriend
bought me
tickets!”

“...It’s [country
music] not badmouthing women.
It’s just, ‘Oh, this
happened in my
life, so I’m gonna
sing about it,’ so
it’s really nice.”

-Brittany
Glassman with
boyfriend Tyler
Childress, a
Fresno State
environmental
science major.

-Megan Besecker,
a Fresno State student who said she
had been waiting
for this concert.
“His songs, he has
real music...It’s a
good time.”

“He’s got good
music. You can
relate to the music, the stories.”

Roe Borunda / The Collegian

Participants in last year’s Wiggle Waggle Walk and Furry 5K Run shook their tails and got to stepping. Rosie Davenport, Valley Animal Center
community relations coordinator, said the event usually raises more than $25,000 for Fresno’s biggest no-kill animal shelter.

booths along the walk course, which are run by several
Fresno State students in a marketing class. The walk and
5K courses are also changed.
“There is a dog kissing booth, an obstacle course, a
photo booth and a paw-print booth,” Davenport said.
“The students are doing that
all by themselves for their
project.
“They are making the
event a lot more interesting
this year.”
Fresno State student
Kayleigh Bader is part of
the marketing group that
is working the “pawcasso
painting booth.” She said
they are volunteering to get
experience for their servicelearning marketing class.
Roe Borunda/ The Collegian
“Valley Animal Center
Davenport
said
the
event
is
a
good
way
for
pets
and
their
owners to get out
runs off of volunteer help
and meet other dogs and dog lovers.
and a full-time staff,” Bader
said. “I think by us sponsoring a booth, it’s helping
them with their mission by
taking in stray animals and
getting awareness out to the
Fresno community about the
problem with the amount of
strays, and to get their animals spayed and neutered.”
Davenport said a few petrelated vendors are attending
the event, such as Elaine’s Pet
Resort and other dog-sitter
vendors.
“We will also have our
mobile adoption unit at the
event, so we’ll do on-site
adoptions as well,” Davenport
said.
Roe Borunda / The Collegian
Raffles to win a dogTwo
doggy
participants
from
last
year’s
run
were
dressed
up and entered
house will also be available
into
a
costume
contest.
This
year,
the
event
will
feature
fun
booths, like a
to purchase at the event,
photo booth and dog kissing booth.
Davenport said.
nate to but also a way for dog owners and dogs to interact
“It’s hosted by a group
with other pets and animals.
called Darden Architects.
“I feel there are not a lot of activities in the Valley
They are a prominent archiwhere you can take your pet out with you when you’re dotect company here,” Davening something,” Davenport said. “So many people care a
port said. “They have their
lot about their pets but may have to keep them at home.
people build these really cool
“It’s nice for people to bring them out in the public and
and unique dog houses.
meet other dog lovers too.”
“They donate them to us,
The 5K run begins on Saturday at 8 a.m., and the walk
and we raffle them off.”
begins at 10 a.m. Registration is $25 for adults, $20 for 55
Davenport said the Wiggle
and over and $14 for 15 and under. Visit www.valleyaniWaggle Walk is not only a
malcenter.org for more information.
great cause for people to do-

-Jodi Bienvenue,
Fresno State student who was celebrating a friend’s
birthday.

Photos by Khlarissa Agee / The Collegian

-Dakota Camino,
who attended the
concert with her
friend specifically
to watch Jason
Aldean.

Jason Aldean came to the Save Mart Center last night on his Night Train tour. The singer’s fifth album, Night Train, went platinum after selling one million units.

“...You can understand the music, for the most part, and other, like, rap and stuff, you can’t ever understand what the heck they’re saying.”
-Melissa Costi, Fresno State pre-physical therapy major who attended the concert with her husband.

FRESNO STATE’S WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER,
WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM,
AND WOMEN’S ALLIANCE PRESENT

Take
Back
the
Night

.
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Fresno State shares campus STALEMATE: Possible
solutions being discussed
with animal kingdom
CONTINUED from page 1

By Careen Wong
The Collegian
To many people, Fresno State
is just an educational establishment. But for cats, squirrels and
other furry and feathery animals,
Fresno State is their home.
Many cats roam around campus, primarily at the University
Student Union. Most of them are
cautious of humans, but there are
a few that could not care less.
“Some of them [cats] are quite
friendly and they will come up to
you and ‘mew’ at you and they’ll
act like they want attention,” said
Fresno State’s Catalog Editor
April Schulthies.
Schulthies remembered a black
and white cat that used to get
close to her. She named the cat “le
Mew” or “Miss Mew.”
“She would come up and rub
against my leg and she wanted to
be petted, but she’s the only one
I’ve ever known who’s like that,”
Schulthies said.
Where the cats come from is a
mystery to Schulthies.
She said some cats were abandoned pets, and she knew that
some were born on campus.
Schulthies said she bumped into a
group of students once who were
rounding up kittens they found on
campus.
More than cats roam in Fresno
State’s animal kingdom, however.
Schulthies found herself
amazed by the behavior of the
crows around campus.
She used to feed peanuts
to squirrels and crows started
approaching her for peanuts too.
Schulthies said she became a recognizable figure when she started
to feed the crows.
“They’ll [the crows] follow me
around the parking lot for peanuts and they know my car now,”
Schulthies said. “Sometimes I’ll
be in my car driving home and
they’ll be swooping in because
they want peanuts. The crows are
very cute.”
Dr. Michael Clifton of the
English department recalled
many animal-related experiences
since he started at Fresno State in
1982.
Not all the animal sightings

cuts.
“If Mr. Obama decides to talk,
ciate professor at Fresno State. he’ll find that we actually agree
“ I n c r e a s i n g l y , R e p u b l i c a n s on some things,” Ryan wrote in a
are being blamed for the shut- Wall Street Journal op-ed piece
down. People are mad at every- Wednesday. “For example, most
one, but they are really mad at of us agree that gradual, structurRepublicans.
al reforms are better than sudden,
“They may not have a way out arbitrary cuts.”
of this without completely capituSenate Democrats have offered
lating. [Senate Majority Leader an alternative that would increase
Harry] Reid refused to negotiate the debt limit for a year with no
if they don’t fund the government “political strings.” A test vote is
and raise the debt ceiling, which expected Saturday.
has become part of the debate.”
The White House stressed
A new offer from Republican that it also wants the government
leaders would suspend the debt reopened.
limit for six weeks but does not
Whatever the compromise, it
appear to include reopening parts needs to come soon as Holyoke
of the governnoted the
ment that have
“looming”
been closed since
prospect of
hey may not have a
Oct. 1.
the Treasury
way out of this without
The White
defaulting
completely capitulating.”
House said
on its debts
President Barack
would be cripObama would
— Thomas Holyoke, pling.
sign a bill extend“
I
f
Political science associate professor
ing the governCongress does
ment’s borrownot raise the
ing authority for
amount of
a short period of time, as long as money the government can borit did not include other proposals row, the Treasury will default,”
from Republicans.
Holyoke said. “That would be
“If a clean debt-limit bill is an economic catastrophe. Who
passed, he would likely sign it,” would ever want to lend money to
press secretary Jay Carney said.
us again if we show we are a deadObama still wants Congress to beat?”
also vote to reopen the governHolyoke said a small number
ment, Carney said. But he did not of Republicans are trying to say
say the two measures had to come that defaulting would not be a
together.
major issue.
House Republican leaders were
“That is wishful thinking on
scheduled to meet with Obama at their part,” Holyoke said. “They
the White House late Thursday are trying to convince themselves,
afternoon, the first time since the but it would be disastrous. The
shutdown began the two sides treasury secretary explained
have engaged in serious dialogue.
why it’s bad to Congress and the
“ S o m e s l i g h t s h i f t s h a v e Republican leaders know it would
occurred,” Holyoke said. “The be.”
Republicans in the House say they
In the end, he said it’s not likely
want to negotiate over spending that a “winner” will emerge from
priorities without mentioning the the political fight.
Affordable Care Act. It’s a signifi“They’re all going to lose somecant change. It was supposedly all what, but some will lose more
about Obamacare, and they seem than others,” Holyoke said. “The
to have given up on that.”
Tea Party and its allies in the
The drive behind the latest House of Representatives are getcompromise offer came from ting the most blame.”
House Budget Committee chairman Paul Ryan, R-Wis., who
McClatchy Washington
proposed a debt-ceiling plan that B u r e a u r e p o r t e r s D a v i d
would require lawmakers to find Lightman and Lesley Clark conways to make significant budget tributed to this story.
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Rachel Taylor / The Collegian

The Fresno State community is home to a variety of animals that scavenge for food
and seek shelter on the campus

have been Disney-esque with animals happily cohabitating with
people.
He said an ex-staff member of
Fresno State’s library swore she
was attacked by crows. She told
Clifton the crows “ganged up on
her and sort of yelled at her all the
way across campus.”
Clifton said he remembers one
instance of the animal food chain.
“I thought that the [sparrow]
hawk was hurt because it was fluttering around in a tree,” Clifton
remembered. “I realized the reason it was fluttering was because
it had just caught and killed a
squirrel. It was trying to find a
place to wedge the body inside
and to eat it.”
About seven years ago, Clifton
said he had a surprising encounter with a fox on campus.
“I thought, ‘That’s the strangest looking cat I’ve ever seen,’”
Clifton said. “Then I looked at it
for a while, I thought, ‘The tail is
wrong, head is wrong, that’s not
a cat.’ Then the fox got paranoid
because it saw me watching it. It
was weirdly tame. It was walking
around campus during the day.”
Cats and the occasional fox are
not the only bushy tailed crea-

tures on campus.
Abel Blanco, a trainee in the
child welfare automation program, said squirrels always jump
out and then jump away.
“They scare you sometimes
when you’re walking,” Blanco
said.
Blanco said squirrels walk
up to people eating and act like
dogs—begging for food.
“They’ll just stare at you, so it’s
kind of a weird experience,” he
said.
Nick Durbano, a student in
the business department, said he
sometimes feeds the squirrels the
crust of his bread.
“Sometimes when I’m eating
around here they ask for food and
stuff; that’s just kind of funny,”
Durbano said.
Schulthies said she believes
that students, staff and faculty at
Fresno State are positive about
the wildlife on campus and should
be supportive as well.
“I think it’s good for the students and the faculty and staff
because a lot of them like seeing
the animals,” Schulties said. “It
makes Fresno State more than
just a place to come to. It makes
Fresno State more like a home.”

Program recognized for Latino student success
Collegian Staff
A program at Fresno State that
does a bit of everything was recognized by Excelencia in Education
as one of the top programs in the
United States for increasing academic opportunities and achievement for Latino students.
Excelencia in Education is a
national initiative that systematically identifies and promotes
evidence-based programs that
improve Latino success in college.
“We are proud to be recognized nationally for our efforts to
improve Latino student achievement,” said Adrian Ramirez,
Title V Commitment to Latina/o
Academic Success & Excellence
(also known as CLASE) project
director at Fresno State. “I am
proud of our diligent staff who
collaborate with faculty and staff
to implement proven academic
initiatives and student support
services. It’s their efforts that have
directly impacted Latino students
at Fresno State.”
Fresno State is part of the

Hispanic-Serving Institutions not retained or graduating from
Program, a designation by the college,” Ramirez said.
U.S. Department of Education
To help solve that problem,
awarded to colleges and universi- Ramirez and his staff worked to
ties with a student population that get a grant in 2010 worth $3.18
is at least 25 percent Hispanic.
million over five years to create a
The CLASE program may number of student-support initiasound specific, but Ramirez said tives.
it’s a “jack-of-all
Although the
trades” operagrant and rection geared to
ognition was for
e are proud to be
help all stuHispanic students with acadents, Ramirez
recognized nademic and supsaid it’s a unitionally for our efforts to
port initiatives.
versity grant
improve Latino student
“A lot of
and not necesthings we were
sarily limited to
achievement.”
doing target Hispanic stued Hispanic
dents.
—
Adrian
Ramirez,
students, but
“We looked
CLASE project director at curriculum
that has been
expanded to
and ad ap t ing
other stuit to appeal to
dents as well,”
today’s learnRamirez said.
ers,” Ramirez said. “We are tryHe said the program works to ing to get faculty away from lecenhance and increase all student ture to project-based—projects
engagement in classrooms, but it that help all students become
focuses mostly on Hispanic stu- more engaged. Research shows
dents.
that under-represented minority
“They are disproportionately groups tend to work better when

“W

they are allowed to work in groups
and learn from each other as well
as the professor.”
He said the transition away
from lecture-based education also
includes incorporating technology, like iPads and tablets, into
the classroom.
Ramirez said there are specific
majors that institutional research
shows draw a large population of
Hispanic students. He said the
majors are education, business,
criminology and pre-nursing.
The CLASE program is in its
fourth year of the grant, and
Ramirez said, “We are seeing a lot
of great results.”
He said the redesigned classes
have shown improvement in student learning. Courses that have
had a lot of students fail are passing more students.
A report written by Ramirez
that was sent to Excelencia in
Education outlined the progress
the program has made. In 2011,
six redesigned courses affected
4,644 students (1,886 Hispanic),
and pass rates for all students
increased 18 percent.

The pass rates for Hispanic students increased from 66.3 percent
to 81 percent.
Hispanic students’ average
grade in these courses increased
from 1.93 to 2.43.
The report said that in 2012
more than 17 courses and 31 professors took part in course redesign efforts.
Ramirez said the program also
works to provide students with
financial literacy.
The program created a procedure to teach healthy fiscal behaviors to 100 Hispanic students, the
report said. Students are taught
financial tools, budgeting and
financial products to help students adopt new behaviors.
Ramirez said that the departments across the campus have
adopted the program’s initiatives.
“We are changing systemic processes,” Ramirez said. “Students
come and go, but the faculty can
be here for 20 years or more.”
COMMENT: The Collegian is a

for student expression.
C forum
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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Ultimate Frisbee preps for season

‘Dogs return home for twogame weekend stretch

By Jeff Smith
The Collegian
Monday and Wednesday
nights, the field next to the
Science II building at Fresno
State is taken over by flying
discs. But they aren’t UFOs; the
Ultimate Frisbee club practices
together before the spring season
begins.
The club is in its second year
on campus, but the group is growing.
Robbie Vallone, the club’s cocaptain and treasurer, said that
the organization fundraises to
help the group compete.
Vallone said that the club hosted a tournament with 60 people
from the community to raise
money to help send the team to
competitions and purchase uniforms to better represent Fresno
State.
“We just had like a full day of
playing Frisbee. It was just a lot of
fun,” he said.
The club is not part of the
NCAA, but instead follows
the United States of America
Ultimate (USAU), which keeps
track of records of teams – collegiate or otherwise.
Vallone said that after the first
year, the experience helped moving forward.
“We learned a lot last year,” he
said. “We probably had 10 people
go to tournaments at any given
time, and, with seven people in
the game at a time, it gives you
three substitutes. We were going
against teams with 23 people
ready to play. We struggled at the
beginning, but we ended up having a positive record toward the
end of the season, so we learned
a lot.”
The sport of Ultimate Frisbee
has collegiate teams all over the
nation. At Fresno State, there are
around 20 members.
Volunteer coach Jason Wood
doesn’t go to school at Fresno
State, but has played Frisbee
for three to four years including

international play in Asia.
He said he wants to help members become more structured
ultimate players.
“There are people here that
have never played or have only
played a little bit, and then there
are other people who have played
for a few years as well,” Wood
said. “There are people here that
are far more athletic than me
at the sport, but basically I can
bring real structure to the team
when it comes to playing Ultimate
Frisbee.
“Not just coming out and playing around, but actually running
drills and teaching the actual
rules.”
The USAU represents teams
from junior high to senior
leagues, besides the collegiate and
professional levels.
The club is coed so both men
and women can join.
Jamie Dewey, a junior majoring in mathematics, is a newcomer to the club this semester.
She said that she already sees
improvement and looks forward
to competing with the club.
“Going to other schools to
play sounds like a lot of fun, and
I actually get to travel,” Dewey
said. “I’ve never really been much
of anywhere before. The tournaments sound really exciting.”
Teams for Ultimate Frisbee
are made up of seven players on
each side, including two handlers,
who play similarly to quarterback
in football. The six players who
don’t have possession of the disc
act as receivers and attempt to
take it down the field to the end
zone.
“We are definitely accepting
for anyone who wants to come out
and play,” Vallone said. “We don’t
discriminate, and we don’t have
tryouts or anything like that.
“So if you’ve ever thrown a
Frisbee before, or even if you
haven’t, we’ll help you learn, and
we would love to have people
come out.”

WEEKEND HOME SCHEDULE
Friday, October 11
VOLLEYBALL
7 p.m.
Save Mart Center

Khlarissa Agee / The Collegian

SOCCER
7 p.m.
Bulldog Stadium

Saturday, October 12
VOLLEYBALL
7 p.m.
Save Mart Center

Sunday, October 13
SOCCER
Noon
Bulldog Stadium

The Fresno State women’s volleyball team returns home this weekend to host the San Jose State Spartans and the Nevada Wolf
Pack. The Bulldogs will try begin a winning streak against the two winless teams.

By Christopher Livingston
The Collegian
After splitting its last week’s
games with a loss to San Diego
State and a win over UNLV, the
Fresno State women’s volleyball
team will try to extend its winning
streak this weekend.
The Bulldogs will host two
Mountain West Conference
(MWC) rivals in the Nevada Wolf
Pack and San Jose State Spartans.
The team’s recent good fortune
is attributed to coach Lauren
Netherby-Sewell’s decision to
implement a different style of
play late in its matchup against
San Diego State.
“At San Diego State, we were
struggling and so we switched
to a 6-2,” Netherby-Sewell said.
“It started working of us, and we
started playing better, but it was a
little too late.”
The 6-2 offense, which places
two setters at front instead of one,

has helped the Bulldogs achieve
balance in their game.
“They’re tough to play at [the
Aztecs’] home,” Netherby-Sewell
said. “To start a new offense there
in that loud gym, we couldn’t hear
each other. We had a hard time
working together.”
Fresno State lost the match
in four sets then went on to beat
UNLV last Saturday. Junior
middle blocker Maci Murdock
led the team in hitting percentage
(.636) and had four blocks in the
contest.
“I felt we were a lot more
relaxed in the game. If we continue to play relaxed from now on,
we’ll always be on our A-game,”
Murdock said.
The Spartans will come to
Bulldog Stadium tonight at 7 p.m.
The Bulldogs are 29-46 all time
against San Jose State, dating
back to 1973.
“San Jose statistically is a
decent team, but I think their

ball control gets them in trouble
sometimes,” Netherby-Sewell
said. “They’re definitely one of
those teams you have to watch
out for.”
The Spartans (3-11, 0-4 MWC)
are seeking their first conference win of the season. They are
led by seventh-year head coach
Oscar Crespo. The team boasts
two players who made the alltournament team this year: senior
outside hitter Hanah Blume and
junior middle blocker Mary Alice
O’Reilly. Blume recorded a 20/20
double-double against Winthrop
University (21 kills, 20 digs).
At 7 p.m. on Saturday, the
Bulldogs will host the Wolf Pack
(2-14, 0-4 MWC). The team is
also seeking its first 2013 MWC
victory and is trying to snap a
seven-game losing skid. Ruth
Lawanson, a former Fresno State
All-American, is in her third year
as head coach.
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MOUNTAIN WEST POWER RANKINGS
A look at the Mountain West Conference (MWC) teams at the season’s half
1. Fresno State Bulldogs

Compiled by Christopher Livingston
The Collegian

The Bulldogs are off to a 5-0 start and are nationally ranked.
It is quarterback Derek Carr’s final season, and with a Heisman campaign in progress, he is consistently putting up award-worthy numbers.
The Bulldogs are currently fifth in the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) in passing
yards and are the only MWC school in the top 10.

2. Boise State Broncos

(5-0, 2-0 MWC)

3. Wyoming Cowboys
(3-2, 1-0 MWC)

The Cowboys have a strong passer in Brett Smith (141 for 217, 1,607 yards, 14
touchdowns), but their recent loss to Texas State, where production was minimal,
opened their eyes.
Wyoming began its season with a close loss to Nebraska (37-34), before going on an
offensive tear and winning three straight by at least 30 points.

5. Nevada Wolf Pack
(3-3, 2-1 MWC)

The Wolf Pack have two victories against MWC opponents and almost had a third,
but San Diego State took the win in overtime.
Quarterback Cody Fajardo, with 1,185 passing yards and seven touchdowns, is a
name that will consistently be in Wolf Pack highlights. He also has five rushing scores,
tying him with his running back Kendall Brock for the team lead.

7. New Mexico Lobos
(2-3, 0-1 MWC)

Although they have a sub-.500 record so far, there is one thing that stands out for the
Lobos: their rushing game.
They are first in the FBS in rushing. They have three players who have over 200 yards
(one of them is their quarterback). As a result, quarterback Cole Gautsche only has 187
total passing yards.

9. San Diego State Aztecs

(3-2, 1-1 MWC)

The Broncos’ two losses were against tough opponents: Washington and Fresno
State.
Otherwise, they outscored their foes 165-41.
Running back Jay Ajayi has 435 yards and eight scores in 89 carries. Since the
Broncos have averaged only 72 more passing yards than rushing, it shows that they
do like to mix up their offense.

4. UNLV Rebels
(3-2, 1-0 MWC)

The Rebels currently are riding a three-game winning streak and will seek to extend
that at home against Hawaii.
Their strength comes from their rushing corps. Tim Cornett and Shaquille MurrayLawrence have more than 250 rushing yards, with Murray-Lawrence averaging 10
yards per carry.

6. Utah State Aggies
(3-3, 2-0 MWC)

An adjustment phase is near for the Aggies. They had a productive start to the season and went 3-2 in the first month. Their two losses were by no more than four points.
Then Chuckie Keeton, their starting quarterback and Heisman hopeful, suffered a
knee injury in the first quarter of the Aggie loss to BYU.
Now, head coach Matt Wells has a decision to make. What they do this week could
affect their season – Keeton will be missed in Logan, Utah

8. Colorado State Rams
(2-3, 0-0 MWC)

The Rams, who had the honor of facing (and misfortune of losing to) No. 1 Alabama
on Sept. 21, are seeking to flex their muscles in the MWC. They will have their first conference game on Saturday against the San Jose State Spartans.

(2-3, 1-0 MWC)

The Aztecs are trying to climb up to .500 after beginning the season 0-3.
Quarterback Quinn Kaehler has six touchdowns this season and led the Aztecs to
45th in the FBS in passing yards.
Donnel Pumphrey has been the Aztecs’ go-to guy in the rushing department.
He has over 300 yards rushing and averages 7.5 yards per carry.

11. Air Force Falcons

10. San Jose State Spartans
(2-3, 1-1 MWC)

The Spartans snapped a three-game losing skid with a victory over Hawaii – but
they have work to do.
The 37 points San Jose State posted in its Oct. 6 victory is the most they have
scored in a single game.
With a 22-points-per-game average (102nd in the nation), San Jose State should
be scoring more. Especially if they have a quarterback who has over 1,500 passing
yards.

(1-5, 0-4 MWC)

The Falcons began the season 1-0, with a 38-13 victory over Colgate University.
And then, they went into a tailspin.
Air Force would have four straight losses against MWC teams before dropping its
match against Navy.
Despite their losses, the Falcons’ rushing game has been productive. Broam Hart
leads the team with 359 yards. The next player on the list, Jon Lee, has only 20 fewer
yards.

UP NEXT:

Fresno State hosts UNLV
Oct. 19 at Buldog Stadium

12. Hawaii Rainbow Warriors
(0-5, 0-3 MWC)

The Warriors are currently winless, but could be the spoiler team as the season continues.
Quarterback Sean Schroeder has proven that he has the aptitude to score, especially
when his team’s back is against the wall. In fact, the team is 36th in the nation in passing offense.
But in this year of futility, Hawaii can only try to get as many wins as possible.

