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At Thursday’s meeting, senators were not able to come to an agreement on the new code. Three senators voted against the new code, ten senators voted for it and three senators failed to
show up to the 7 a.m. meeting.

Referendum passes, but ASI conflict arises
A 268-202 student vote added the new executive position, but caused problems between Senators
By Alexandra Norton
The Collegian
Associated Students, Inc. failed to
pass an updated election code, which
would recognize the new position students passed in the recent referendum,
in a move President Selena Farnesi
called an “embarrassment.”
Students passed a referendum earlier
this week creating the position of Vice
President of External Affairs. The referendum passed with a 268-202 vote.
In order for it to be recognized as an
executive position and abide by campaign policy, the Senate was asked to
vote for a new code.
However, three senators had oppos-

ing views of the student majority and
voted against an updated code.
“I am so embarrassed that it was my
Senate that did that,” Farnesi said.
“This year we really tried to focus on a
body that works together and actually
does the right thing, despite their own
political opinion — I’m sad that it’s not
working as well as I want it to.”
Farnesi was able to implement the
new code despite opposing views due
to the student vote overriding the senators’ wishes.
Sean Kiernan, currently the Senator
of Resident Affairs, is one who will
be vying for the new position of Vice
President of External Affairs. He was
present at Thursday’s meeting and

shared Farnesi’s sentiment.
“This morning was very frustrating
both for me, Selena and the executives
— really everyone on the Senate —
because the referendum to create this
position passed,” Kiernan said. “What
we were trying to do this morning was
update our election code for this new
position, because our election code
doesn’t say anything about this position for people to run for.”
Without the new position in the election code, candidates running for the
position wouldn’t have to abide by campaign rules that other executive positions must follow.
Senator Jose Luis Nava wasn’t physically present at the meeting, but con-

tributed his disproval in the new code
by voting against it over a phone conference.
Nava said that ASI could have better advertised the election which only
attracted 470 voters, and said the new
code needs to amend its bylaws to allow
more advertising for a larger voter outcome.
“I believe that here, at Fresno State,
our elections are very limited,” said
Nava. “Other CSU campuses are more,
I guess you can say, democratic in the
essence of campaigning.”
However, since petitions for positions
have to be available 60 days prior to the
election, no amendment could be made
See REFERENDUM, Page 3

Gay suicide ignites campus awareness
By Stephen Keleher
The Collegian
When College of the Sequioias student Eric James Borges took his life
Jan. 11, a month after making an “It
Gets Better” video for The Trevor
Project, it sent shockwaves through
the surrounding community as well
as the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community in the Central
Valley.
After a childhood plagued by bullying, abuse and religious parents —
who had performed exorcism on him
before kicking him out of the home in
October — Borges was hired by COS
psychology professor Debra Hansen
and became an advocate against suicide for the Trevor Project.
In November, Borges attended the
launch party for My LGBT Plus, a website to promote social awareness of the
LGBT community, put on by Fresno

State student Justin Kamimoto.
“We got a chance to meet and
talk for a little bit, and he was doing
amazing things in the community,”
Kamimoto said. “He inspired me, and
other people that were also following
him to kind of do the things we are in
the community today.”
Kamimoto’s website, which began as
a Facebook page, has only been online
for two months but has achieved views
from every continent except Africa.
Wednesday night, Kamimoto was
special guest speaker at the United
Student Pride meeting, a LGBT club at
Fresno State.
“When we got to that room, it was
astonishing to see how much impact
[USP] was having on the campus —
every seat was taken, there was only
room for standing,” Kamimoto said.
When asked about LGBT awareness

YouTube Screenshot

See LGBT, Page 3

Eric James Borges, who advocated against sucicide and inspired other LGBTs in his video ‘It Gets
Better,’ took his own life on Jan. 11.

The

Collegian

Opinion
PAGE 2

THE REAL WORD OF THE DAY

supine (adjective) Lying, so to speak helplessly, on one’s back; manifesting
mental or moral lethargy; indifferent to one’s duty or welfare or others’ needs.
Source: The Lexicon by William F. Buckley Jr.
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The case for Newt
B

efore I respond to Tony
Petersen’s recent column, I
have a couple disclaimers: 1) I
am a volunteer statewide leader in the
Gingrich campaign; 2) Tony Petersen
is an honorable man with whom I hold
much respect. That being said, I completely disagree with his assessment
of Newt Gingrich,
and I firmly believe
that Newt would
be the strongest
candidate to face
and defeat Barack
Obama.
First, Newt
Gingrich is a conDaniel J Harrison
servative. The only
time in any of our
lifetimes that the federal budget has
been balanced was under the leadership of Newt Gingrich. Paul Ryan’s
budget is a good plan, but it still does
not produce a balanced budget for
close to ten years. We need a balanced
budget now, and every year Newt was
the Speaker of the House, including
year one, we had a balanced budget.
The other remaining candidates can
talk the talk, but only Newt Gingrich
has walked the walk.
Newt Gingrich did do a public-service announcement regarding cleaning up the environment. Newt did this
not because he believes in the hoax of
global warming, but rather because of
the moral obligation to take care of the
environment so the next generation
can enjoy its beauty. If anyone is for
cap-and-trade, it is not Newt Gingrich.
Newt testified in front of Congress
against cap-and-trade the same day
that Al Gore testified in favor of it.

Newt Gingrich was forced out of
office because members of Congress
have always been neck-deep in corruption and he was fighting to end their
corruption. He balanced the budget
all four years that he was the Speaker,
reining in his colleagues from their
out-of-control spending instinct. He
called out members of Congress for
unlawful acts and had them removed.
I know all of you reading this are
screaming about Newt’s infidelities, but the difference is Newt never
broke the law. Newt is in favor of the
balanced-budget amendment, and
supports a constitutional amendment
establishing congressional term limits. The fact that members of Congress
forced him out of his job as Speaker
because he was limiting their power is
just another positive reason to vote for
Newt.
Yes, Newt was involved in marital
infidelities — he does not deny this —
but if it becomes an issue, it will be
during the primary, not the general
election. Conservatives, not liberals, care about personal issues like
infidelity, yet conservatives in South
Carolina still voted for him, despite
the allegations from his ex-wife. After
leaving Congress, Newt spent over a
decade as a private citizen, in which he
recommitted himself to Christ, spent
years reconciling his mistakes and
believes Christ has forgiven him. If
you are a person of faith, who are you
to judge a man who says he has sought
after God’s forgiveness?
Barack Obama is going to lose
in 2012 regardless of whom the
Republican nominee is. Head-to-head
polls have always been misleading

WEB-SPE@K
Culled each week from discussions
on The Collegian’s website.

“T

he other remaining candidates can talk the talk, but
only Newt Gingrich has walked
the walk.”

and should be ignored. If head-to-head
polls were true, Howard Dean would
have defeated George W Bush in 2004,
George H.W. Bush would have defeated
Bill Clinton in 1992 and Jimmy Carter
would have defeated Ronald Reagan in
1980.
Mitt Romney has been one of this
country’s most successful businessmen. Rick Santorum has been a
national leader with one of the strongest convictions ever seen in politics.
Ron Paul is perhaps one of the wisest men in national politics on fiscal
issues.
But Newt Gingrich is the only candidate with national leadership on
all issues. Newt Gingrich was a key
player in the 16 million job turnaround
in the 1980s and the 11 million job turnaround in the 1990s. Newt Gingrich
has done more than enough to prove
that he has what it takes to be a successful president of the United States
and to do so in a conservative, common
sense manner.
Daniel J. Harrison is a Fresno State
student and Statewide Co-Chair of
California Colleges with Newt. Follow
him on Twitter @GOPDaniel.

Response:

‘Anybody but Newt’
‘joshua4234’: “At least conservatives
have people to vote for. Progressives and
actual liberals only have this weak, empty,
center-right, corporate shill president to
re-elect or get even farther from our beliefs
with a Republican. I hate Newt as much
as any rational person, but just count your
blessings that you at least have a choice.”

Response:

‘New ASI position necessary’
‘Dan’: “The truth of the matter is, this
position is NOT needed. I thought the
reason the California State Student
Association existed was to lobby and
interact with legislators and the governor’s
office. Isn’t ASI a member of the CSSA?
Me thinks this is a position for a crony of
yours looking for a reason to be.”

Response:

‘New ASI position necessary’
‘Joshua Stein’: “This op-ed does a great
job at tooting the horn of Fresno State.
Yes, we’re big. Yes, we’re diverse. Yes, we
have many students who are interested in
the legislation that impacts young people.
All of those things are great. What it
doesn’t do is argue for the necessity of a
*paid position* for External Affairs.”

Response:

‘Social media a modern way
to employment’
‘Travis Huff’: “Great article! Very well
written, I’m proud of all the amazing talent that comes from the Central Valley. Go
Fresno State!!”

Response:

‘ASI presents tobacco ban
resolution to Welty’

McClatchy-Tribune

THE

Collegian

The Collegian is a student-run
publication that serves the
Fresno State community
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Views expressed
in The Collegian do not
necessarily reflect the views
of the staff or university.

The Collegian
California State University, Fresno
5201 N. Maple Ave., M/S SA42
Fresno, CA 93740-8027
News Line: (559) 278-2486
Business Line: (559) 278-5735
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Letters to the Editor (collegian@csufresno.edu)
All letters submitted to The Collegian must not exceed
250 words in length, must be type-written, and must be
accompanied by a full name and phone number to verify
content. The Collegian reserves the right to edit all material for
length, content, spelling and grammar, as well as the right to
refuse publication of any material submitted. All material
submitted to The Collegian becomes property of The Collegian.
Each member of the campus community is permitted one copy of
The Collegian. Subscriptions are available for $25, on a semester
basis. Staff positions at The Collegian are open to students of all
majors. Contact the Editor in Chief for details.
All content Copyright © 2012 The Collegian.

‘dennis’: “Time, legality, expense, etc.,
etc., are all excuses for doing the right and
healthy thing. Smoking is an annoyance to
the rest of us (80 percent of whom do not
smoke), and evidence based on academic
studies demonstrate the risks of secondhand smoke as well as third-hand smoke
(what is left on you when you come back
indoors).
There should be an appropriate period
for campus input after the ‘petitions,’ then
a date for the smoke-free campus
and then, finally, methods and means
made available for all individuals who
wish to stop and need assistance. Nicotine
therapy needs to be offered as well as various means of counseling: groups, phone
line and one on one.”
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Referendum: Passed
despite Senate vote

CONTINUED from page 1
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Associated Students, Inc President Selena Farnesi was embarrassed with her Senate’s action in
Thursday’s meeting.

to make the Friday deadline.
Along with Nava, Senators Victoria
Partida and Oscar Perez also voted no
to the new code but wouldn’t comment
on why.
Senator Breannah Evans was late to
the 7 a.m. meeting, and was forced to
give up voting rights, while Senators
Parmita Choudhury and Fernando
Moreno were both absent.
Farnesi expressed her frustration
to the Senate in an e-mail that The
Collegian obtained.
“I hope that each of you will think
strongly about why you are a Senator
and what it means to be a responsible

representative of students as well as a
responsible steward of the organization,” said Farnesi.
Despite three senators voting no, and
three senators not present for the voting, the new code will be implemented. Farnesi still hopes to get the new
code passed by the senators as well as
other bylaws and policy votes in next
Wednesday’s Senate meeting.

C

COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

LGBT: Fighting against
intolerance on campus
CONTINUED from page 1
efforts, Kamimoto referred to Fresno
State Graduate student Mathhew
Mazzei’s Rainbow Delegation website, which Mazzei started a year and a
half ago to distribute rainbow-colored
wristbands in an effort to provide a
visual presence of support for the
LGBT community.
“We’ve distributed 100,000 wristbands now internationally,” Mazzei
said, noting that the news of Borges’
suicide has caused international concern along with the news of the exorcism.
Chris Jarvis, vice president of Gay
Central Valley, added that there have
been three gay suicides in the U.S just
in January.
“My personal opinion is that teenagers should not be making ‘It Gets
Better’ videos,” said Jarvis. “I understand that they want to be part of the
movement, but to see at least three that
I can think of in the last year who have
made ‘It Gets Better’ videos and committed suicide — that could be pretty
devastating to other kids out there.”
Professor Isolina Sands works with
Fresno Survivors of Suicide Loss
(Fresno SOS) and holds seminars on
campus on Suicidio (Suicide). Sands
refers students who come to her over
to the University Health Center, which
provides counseling and prescribes

anti-depressants. Her concern is personal as her son committed suicide at
23, after a series of disappointments
lead to a crushing depression.
“Suicide is a disease of depression
and we must educate ourselves to recognize the signs early to try and help,”
Sands said.
Life ended too soon for Eric James
Borges, but his life—and his death—
have inspired the group of Fresno
State students to fight against intolerance and for greater awareness of
LGBT people on campus, in the Central
Valley and internationally.

C

VIDEO: Scan the QR Code on
the right with your smartphone to
view the tribute video online.
John Horn / McClatchy-Tribune

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible for nor
does it assume any liability for its advertisers. We caution our readers to check
out the legitimacy of all advertisers
before doing business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.com
Paid survey takers needed in Fresno.
100% free to join! Click on surveys.

JOBS
Part Time Work
entry level customer sales / service
$13 base-appt
fun environment
great experience
flexible schedules
scholarships available
all ages 17+
some conditions apply
call 408-7400 to speak with Rebecca or
apply online @
www.workforstudents.com
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Alisha Green, a graphic design student at Fresno State, scans Hadieh Shafie’s “20871 Pages” piece. Completed in 2011, the piece features 20,871 pages that were rolled tightly to create thousands
of individual scrolls that come together to form a “scroll painting.” Shafie was one of four artists featured in the 2nd annual Artist Invitational at the Fresno State Conley Art Gallery.

Four nationally renowned artists
featured at Conley Art Gallery
By Esteban Cortez
The Collegian

Iranian-born artist Hadieh
Shafie carefully hand paints
thousands of strips of paper.
She uses various multi-colored strips and assembles
them into groups to form a
kaleidoscope of colors in a
tightly rolled scroll.
In the end, thousands of
scrolls come together to form
what is essentially a scroll
painting appropriately titled
“20871 Pages,” a reference to
the number of pages used to
complete the large, circular
piece.
Hints of color peek through
to the ends of the scrolls and
form rings of red, green, blue
and yellow. If viewers examine the piece closely, they
might see the Farsi text inside
the core of the scrolls, a step
that required absolute precision.
Shafie’s piece is one of 16
pieces featured at the 2nd
annual Artist Invitational at

the Fresno State Conley Art
Gallery. Through Feb. 10, four
nationally renowned artists
will have pieces displayed in
the gallery: digital media artist Kirkman Amyx, painter
Richard Bruland, ceramics
artist Roger Lee and Hadieh
Shafie, a Baltimore-based artist.
Fresno State art professor Nick Potter organized the
show and wanted to feature
talented, professional artists at the invitational. Potter
asked art department faculty
to collaborate on ideas for the
show. After reviewing works
from recommended artists, a
committee within the department decided to invite the four
featured artists.
“When we saw the work for
these artists, it just clicked,”
Potter said. “Even though
their work is very different,
they all have this one main element, which is that they have
a very meticulous, time-consuming approach to making
their work.”

Esteban Cortez / The Collegian

Kirkman Amyx’s piece features thousands of TV screenshots in 69 panels.
Here, five screenshots from PBS programming are superimposed in each cell.

K i rk m a n A m y x , a S a n
Francisco digital media artist, featured a 58-by-188-inch
piece titled “Basic Cable” that
consists of 69 individual panels that represent 69 cable TV
channels. Each panel shows
an entire week’s worth of television that is illustrated with
7,200 screenshots inserted into
1,440 cells that run five layers
deep. Nearly 500,000 images
were used to complete the
entire piece.
Amyx began working on
the project in 2008 and worked
on it for four years. People
who look at the panels closely
will see repetitive patterns. A
panel featuring PBS screenshots has several rows of
vibrant, colorful cells due to
the high programming of cartoons during the day.
“I’ve always been interested
in how aspects of photography can capture a moment in
time,” Amyx said at a Fresno
State class lecture before the
opening reception.
Amyx wanted to show the
repetitive nature of cable TV
in “Basic Cable.” A panel featuring screenshots from a jewelry channel is overwhelmingly purple, while a golf channel
features screenshots primarily consisting of green.
Jaime Banuelos, a liberal
studies student at Fresno
State, used a magnifying glass
to look at the individual cells
featured in Amyx’s pieces.
“I was just admiring someone’s creativity to take TV programs and put it in this way,”
Banuelos said about “Basic
Cable.”
Potter said budget cuts

throughout the university
have made it more difficult to
put on shows like the current
exhibit. Although the Conley
Art Gallery has various funding sources, it was costly to
ship some of the pieces to the
gallery, such as Shafie’s scroll
piece, which was completed
shortly before the exhibit. A
grant from the Fresno State
Middle East Studies Program
also helped put on the show.
“We know that this is a very
important thing to do here,”
he said. “Students don’t get to
see visiting artists often, so
we’re working towards making this a permanent fixture
of the department regardless
of the budget.”
Amyx, Bruland and Lee presented lectures at the Conley
Art 101 lecture hall and attended the opening reception on
Tuesday. Conley Art Gallery
t e ch n i c i a n E dw a rd L u n d
said it was a popular lecture
and that the hall was “jampacked.” He said it was popular because students and the
community took advantage of
the opportunity to see professional artists with significant
bodies of work in Fresno.
“It’s been exciting showing
here,” said Amyx, who has
shown his work throughout
the United States. “It’s been a
real wonderful reception from
the faculty and students and it
appears there’s a nice vibrant
art community in Fresno.”
Potter hopes that students
and people from the community take advantage of the
exhibit, as it gives everyone
an opportunity to see a diverse
body of work from four very

different artists.
Roger Lee’s ceramic piece
“Swell” was popular among
attendees. Dozens of red, pearshaped sculptures that form
the piece hang from the ceiling of the gallery and appear
to float in mid-air. From below,
a continual pattern of red dots
forms, which arguably unifies
the piece with the repetitiveness of the other pieces.
Although the theme of
repetition and precision in
the works was purely coincidental, Potter says that when
the pieces are placed next to
each other, they start to blend
together. It’s something people have to see in person, he
added.
“I think [the artists] have all
written interesting statements
and approached the show in
an interesting way,” Potter
said. “It’s powerful work and
very high quality, which I
think comes from those artists
being in major art cities and
being influenced by their surroundings. People should take
advantage of that.”

C

GALLERY: Scan the QR Code
above with your smartphone to
view a gallery of the event at...
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

PAGE 6

THE COLLEGIAN • SCIENCE & CULTURE
SCIENCE & CULTURE EDITOR, JOHNATHAN WILBANKS • COLLEGIAN-FEATURES@CSUFRESNO.EDU

The daily crossword
Across
1 More than irk
7 Ending with neur11 Ring leader?
14 “Take it easy!”
15 Bonus, in adspeak
16 Actress Lupino
17 Wichita-based aircraft
company
18 Accordion-playing
satirist
20 Soft spreads
21 Pact
22 Idaho crop
24 Santa __: West Coast
winds
25 “Sonic the Hedgehog”
developer
28 Western symbol
30 Hiker’s chewy snack
32 Chart used for
comparisons
36 “I didn’t need to know
that!”
37 Family leader?
38 Early Beatle Sutcliffe
40 Lower land?
41 Steakhouse section
43 Coming-of-age ritual
45 Medium
49 Grub
50 Italian bubbly source
53 The Dike Kokaral
divides its two sections
55 Earth’s life zone
57 Float __
61 Where many shop
62 One making big

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
Los Angeles Times

Puzzle by Mike Peluso

C

PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2012. Tribune Media Services, Inc.

bucks?
63 Payable
64 Default consequence,
for short
65 They’re often
distinguished by degrees
66 Slalom curve
67 God of lightning
68 Fix, in a way, as a lawn
Down
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1 Danish shoe brand
2 Seasonal number
3 Obeyed a court order
4 One who didn’t get in
5 Infomercial knife
6 LAX listing
7 Trendy place to get gas?
8 Kicks off
9 One of the Gallos
10 Drink with sushi
11 Torn asunder

12 Minneapolis suburb
13 Things to face
19 “My World of
Astrology” author
21 Turkey diner,
probably?
23 WWII invasion city
25 Certain NCOs
26 “Forever, __”: 1996
humor collection
27 Author Sheehy
29 Bust __
31 Ironically, they might
be even
33 Inventing middle
name
34 Three-__: sports
portmanteau
35 Derisive cries
38 Prepare to be shot
39 Some twitches
42 Like copycats
44 Enthusiastic
46 God, in Judaism
47 Sleazeball
48 Maine resort
50 Humble place
51 Skull cavity
52 Popular rubbers
54 Canadian poet Birney
56 Saucy
58 Pub offer
59 Trouble spots for teens
60 Reason for being
denied a drink
62 Row of black squares
preceding or following
six puzzle answers,
thereby completing them

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Word of the Day

Passenger assessment
The tendency, especially while waiting for a
plane, to scan one’s fellow passengers for signs
of violent intention. This tends to increase after
an airline incident or near incident.
Source: UrbanDictionary.com
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‘Dogs sunk in
final seconds
By Ben Ingersoll
The Collegian

Dalton Runberg / The Collegian

Taylor Thompson (right) drives past San Jose State’s Ta’Rea Cunnigan in Thursday’s game. Thompson finished with
eight points and a game-high six steals.

Fresno State too much for Spartans
By Angel Moreno
The Collegian
The Bulldogs stole the show
Thursday night, literally,
stealing the ball 19 times and
forcing 32 turnovers overall
in a 76-49 blowout of long-time
rival San Jose State.
The win improved head
coach Adrian Wiggins’ series
record against the Spartans to
16-0.
“ I w a s re a l ly p ro u d o f
our effort,” Wiggins said. “I
thought we kept the game plan
and the speed we wanted.”
The g ame plan resulted
in four Bulldogs scoring in
double figures, despite only
making 37.3 percent of their
shots. Senior Ki-Ki Moore
led both teams with a gamehigh 19 points. Freshman
Alex Sheedy shot 7-of-10 for
16 points while grabbing a
team-high seven rebounds.
Junior Rosie Moult and fresh-

man Madison Parrish finished
with 13 apiece. Parrish also set
a new career-high in assists
with seven.
D e f e n s ive ly, s o p h o m o re
Taylor Thompson led the
Bulldogs stealing the ball six
times in her 30 minutes on the
floor.
“The defense we were running allowed me to do that,”
Thompson said after the game.
“I just anticipated everything
I could.”
That anticipation spurred
Fresno State’s fifth straight
win and put it atop of the
Western Athletic Conference
with an undefeated record at
4-0, and 16-4 overall.
But it was in the second
half when the Bulldogs set
themselves apart from the
Spartans, going on an 18-2 run
and finishing the game with a
27-point cushion.
Wiggins credited the surge to

his players with taking care of
the ball and not allowing San
Jose State to force turnovers.
The ‘Dogs turned the ball over
10 times, their second-lowest
mark of the season.
The ‘Dogs return to the court
Saturday in another conference match-up against Hawaii
at the Save Mart Center with
the same focus as they’ve had
all season.
“Day after day, game after
game, we’re just focusing on
winning,” said Moult.

C

GALLERY: Scan the QR Code
above with your smartphone to
view the online photo gallery at...
http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Up by one and just 5.9 seconds away from clinching
its first Wester n Athletic
Conference road win, the
Fresno State men’s basketball
fell victim to a disputed jump
ball call that cost them the
game.
The call gave Louisiana Tech
possession with 4.4 seconds
left in the game, enough time
for Brandon Gibson to lay up a
buzzer beater, downing Fresno
State 59-58.
“It’s a tough break,” said
head coach Rodney Terry. “It’s
a hard loss, it is. Our guys
fought back and put themselves in position to leave with
a great taste in their mouths.
It’s unfortunate.”
Fresno State trailed 29-21 at
halftime before junior Kevin
Olekaibe and senior Jonathan
Wills sparked a second-half
comeback that began with a
9-0 scoring run for the ‘Dogs.
It wasn’t over from there for
the ‘Dogs, who were forced
to play catch up in the second half after a slow start in
the first. In the second half,
Fresno State shot 46.4 percent
from the field, made a nearperfect 10-of-11 free throws,
while outrebounding La. Tech
15-13. Fresno State also outscored Louisiana Tech 22-12 in
the paint.
It was Olekaibe who sank
two free throws to put the
‘Dogs up 58-57 with 17 seconds left, their first lead since
just after halftime. But after
Louisiana Tech’s Kenyon
McNeaill missed the goahead layup with five seconds
remaining, the ball was tipped
out of bounds by a Fresno
State player, giving McNeaill’s
squad new life. Gibson used

the remaining five seconds to
wiggle his way into scoring
position for a game-winning
floater in the lane, sinking
Fresno State to 1-5 in conference play.
D e s p i t e t h e d i s ap p o i n t ing narrow loss on the road,
Fresno State’s fourth straight
road loss, Terry remained
optimistic.
“Oh no question about it,”
Terry said. “But I tell our guys
we have to learn from these
situations.”
Olekaibe led all scorers with
20 points while playing all
40 minutes. Garrett Johnson
tacked on 11 off the bench on
5-of-9 shooting from the field.
Jerry Brown, who has come
on hot as of late, struggled to
2-of-11 shooting en route to
just six points.
Defensively, the 59 points
Fresno State sur rendered
were the lowest total this season against a conference opponent, a selling point for Terry
and company despite dropping to seventh in the Western
Athletic Conference standings.
“A lot of positives came out
of tonight’s game, especially
in the second-half,” Terry
said.
F r e s n o S t a t e w i l l h ave
Friday off before traveling
to New Mexico State, which
sits second in the WAC only
behind Nevada. Terry said
Thursday’s loss would serve
as a lesson to how his team
approaches the remaining
nine games on the regular-season schedule.
“We can’t sit here and feel
sorry for ourselves,” Terry
said. “We have to pick ourselves up. We just have to back
bounce. It’s a life lesson for
us.”

RILEY: Ex-Bulldog aims to return to the NFL

CONTINUED from page 8

Tom Mason, who is now the defensive
coordinator at Southern Methodist
University.
“The coaching staff was a lot like
my parents,” Riley said. “They had a
lot of the same expectations such as
expecting the best, and never settling.
Coach Mason and Coach Hill came in
for a visit with my parents and they
really hit it off well. They had a lot of
the same expectations, so I knew that
Fresno State was the right fit.”
The other schools Riley was considering during his recruitment were
Colorado State and Boise State, but as
Riley joked “I couldn’t imagine myself
in blue.”
Riley redshirted his first year on
campus, but still excelled as the Dick
Duncan Scout Team Defensive Player
of the Year.
In his redshirt-freshman season,
Riley started seven of the team’s 12
games and had 38 total tackles for the
Bulldogs, including three for loss and
one sack. Riley also started the first 10
games of his sophomore season before
tearing his ACL against then-No. 1
USC. Because of the injury Riley barely played his junior season.
“Up to that point, that was definitely
the low point of my football career,”
Riley said. “I wasn’t sure I would ever
play again. I didn’t know if I would
ever play well again. I was worried
about my speed and ability to change
direction. I thought my pro career was

gone for sure.”
going to be a big hit,” Riley said. “It felt
Riley credits two former teammates,
great. It got the whole sideline going.
linebacker Ahijah Lane and running
Everybody got up. You always want to
back Clifton Smith, for helping him get
be known as a hitter.”
through the injury.
Perhaps one of the most memorable
“Those guys really helped out. Ahijah
things about that play was the reaction
had been through injuries in the past
of former defensive coordinator Dan
and he played the same position, so
Brown.
he helped me learn what it took to get
“I walked over to the sideline and
through it,” Riley said. “Clifton was in
he came over to me and said, ‘Nice
rehab with me that year too, because he
hit. What took you so long?’” Riley
also suffered a season-ending injury.”
laughed. “He was a great guy on and
After comoff the field.
ing back from
He knew what
injury, Riley
you were capat was a great feeling to graduate.
knew his
ble of doing
I was the first one in my family to
senior season
a n d a lw ay s
was going to graduate from college. It’s something I
wanted you to
play a big part
strive to be the
can
tell
my
kids
about.
in whether
best.”
or not he
B e s i d e s
— Marcus Riley, playing footachieved his
dreams of
Former Bulldog linebacker ball, Riley was
making it
also a proud
to the NFL.
member of
Riley’s senior season was definitely
the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity and
a season to remember after being recgraduated from the university in 2007
ognized as the single-best player in
with a degree in communications.
the conference. The highlight of that
“It was a great feeling to graduate. I
season, and one of the plays Riley is
was the first one in my family to graduremembered for by most Bulldog fans,
ate from college. It’s something I can
occurred against Hawaii when he
tell my kids about,” Riley said.
delivered a devastating hit on Hawaii
After graduating from college, Riley
quarterback Colt Brennan, sending
was signed as an undrafted free agent
Brennan out of the game.
by the Green Bay Packers in 2008. Riley
“I saw him scramble and knew when
also played for the Rams where he saw
he was about 5-to-10 yards away it was
preseason action that same year. Riley

“I

then went on to the practice squad for
the Chicago Bears before being cut in
the preseason of 2009.
“That was definitely the darkest part
of my football career,” Riley said. “I
didn’t know what was going to happen.
I couldn’t even get calls back from the
United Football League.”
Riley eventually caught on with the
UFL’s Las Vegas Locomotives, where
he won the 2009 and 2010 UFL titles
before losing the 2011 title to former
teammate Clifton Smith.
These days he is starting up a linebacker camp for kids at the junior and
high school levels.
“Basically I was at home in between
seasons and looking to fill up my time,”
Riley said. “I began to search for camps
online and noticed that all I could find
were quarterback camps, and camps
that catered to players on the offensive
side of the ball. So I decided I wanted
to give defensive players a camp so I
decided to create a linebacker camp to
teach the kids how to be a pro.”
Riley hopes to teach kids the basics
of being a linebacker, such as pass
drops, how to shed blockers, how to eat
properly and how to do the right things
both on and off the field.
Riley is also currently running the
football workout program for Warriorz
Cross-fit during the offseason. His goal
remains the same: to make it back to
the NFL.
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CATCHING UP WITH MARCUS RILEY

Former Bulldog Riley
driven to return to the top

The 2007 WAC Defensive Player of the Year’s competitive
spirit is what drives him to return to the NFL
By Thomas Pearson
The Collegian
Former Fresno State football standout Marcus Riley wakes up every
morning at around 7 a.m. to go running and lift weights. After completing
his workout he goes home to check his
phone for missed calls and call teams
in the NFL. He then checks his to-do
list and emails tape to teams.
It’s all a part of his goal to return to
the NFL.
Riley, the 2007 Wester n Athletic
Conference Defensive Player of the
Year’s, life is defined by what he calls
his best attribute — his competitiveness. It’s what drives him to be successful.
While the current NFL season is
winding down with a little more than
a week before the Super Bowl, and

teams are preparing for the offseason,
Riley is preparing for what will be an
extremely important offseason for him
as well. An offseason he hopes will conclude with an invitation to training
camp and ultimately his return to the
NFL after being cut from the Chicago
Bears prior to the 2009 seaon.
“I’ve always been a competitive person and playing in the NFL has always
been a goal of mine. It’s something I
strive for,” Riley said. “My motto is
‘winners never quit, and quitters never
win.’”
Riley was born in 1985 to Brenda
and Stuart Riley, and grew up in Elk
Grove, Calif., a small suburb southeast
of Sacramento. Riley lived with his
parents and brother Gabriel, who is 14
months older than him.
“Growing up he was always beating,
and picking on me,” Riley laughs. “I

Courtesy of Marcus Riley

Marcus Riley won two United Football League championships, the first in 2009 followed by a
second in 2010, before losing to former teammate Clifton Smith in 2011.

hated it back then, but it made me a
better person. It gave me thick skin and
made me tough on and off the field.”
The Rileys were a traveling family. Their family vacations were spent
wherever Marcus and Gabriel had
games. Growing up, Riley was a standout baseball player, and played well
enough to compete in the Bambino
World Series in Altamonte Springs,
near Orlando, Fla.
“Growing up was great. We traveled
all the time, mostly for baseball,” Riley
said. “As a kid I got to travel to Florida,
Utah and Arizona.”
Riley first started playing football
when he was 10 years old. When he
first started playing he played on both
offense and defense. Riley played running back and safety as a kid before
eventually moving to linebacker on
defense.

As a sophomore in high school Riley
stopped playing baseball and decided
to focus full time on football. By his
junior year he stopped playing offense
and only played defense. It was there
where he found his — playing linebacker.
“Oh man I loved it,” Riley said. “I love
playing linebacker. I love everything
about it. I love being close to the action
and being involved in every play.”
It was this same year that Riley knew
he was good enough to play collegiate
football. By the end of his senior year
he played well enough to earn a scholarship to Fresno State under then-head
coach Pat Hill. Riley knew that the
Bulldogs were the right fit for him after
meeting with Hill, then-defensive coordinator Dan Brown and position coach
See RILEY, Page 7

