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Former Fresno State student makes
difference in small community
By Suzanna Gutierrez
The Collegian
Fresno State graduate Robert “Beto”
Mejia has taken his life experiences
and applied them to make a huge difference in the lives of young people
and the entire Mendota community.
However, he says he’s the one being
changed.
Mejia graduated from Fresno State in
2005. Since his graduation he has been
coaching football at a local high school
in Mendota, where according to the
city’s website, the unemployment rate
is more than 40 percent, the median
household income is less than $25,000
and 42 percent of the population is
below the poverty level.
Mendota is a small farming community of about 11,000 residents and happens to be where Mejia grew up. Mejia
is now the first-year varsity football
coach for the undefeated Mendota High
School Aztecs.
Mendota High School has been open
since 1993 and has never had an undefeated varsity football team. In the
past, Mendota High School was not
very famous for its football program.
Gloria Bolin, Mendota High School’s
principal, said last year the team was
successful, recording some wins and
some losses but did manage to go to
playoffs. However, she sees a difference
in the team this year.
“This year it’s just completely different. When you are beating teams that
you normally have lost to 13 times in
a row,” Bolin said. “Or you’re beating
teams 70-0 or 63-25.”
Bolin said Mejia has great athletes to
work with and there was a great sense
of pride and integrity instilled in the
players that carried over to this season from last year, but there is some-

Nigeria’s Senate
votes to criminalize
gay marriage
By Habiba Salihu
McClatchy-Tribune
Nigeria’s Senate on Tuesday passed a
bill criminalizing gay marriage, which
it said was “against all religious morals.”
The bill, which needs to be passed
by the House of Re presentatives
and signed by President Goodluck
Jonathan before becoming law, also
introduces a 10-year jail sentence for

“M

y faith as a Christian
abhors it, it is incomprehensible to contemplate on
same sex marriage...there are
enough men and women to
marry each other.”
— David Mark,
senate leader of Nigeria
Photo courtesy of Jesus Ayala

example of a success story and beating
the odds.”
Mejia began assistant coaching for
Mendota’s junior varsity team in 2007.
In 2008 he took over head coach duties.
After three years as JV’s head coach,
Mejia applied and was promoted to varsity head coach.
With Mejia as the Aztecs’ head coach,
the team is now undefeated, won the
playoff game and is now looking forward to playing for the Valley Section

gay couples who break the ban.
The move is another blow for the
minority group in Africa’s most populous nation, where homosexuality is
technically illegal.
The bill, which had been under consideration by the Senate since 2006,
marks the first time that the government has made its position clear on
same-sex marriage.
Despite the growing presence of gay
rights groups in Abuja and Lagos, gay
marriage has always been a very rare
phenomenon in conservative Nigeria.
Same-sex relations are theoretically
punishable by death by stoning in the

See MEJIA, Page 3

See VOTES, Page 3

Former Fresno State student Robert “Beto” Mejia (center) has led the undefeated Mendota High
School Aztecs to their first Valley Section Championship appearance.

thing different this year that the coach
brings to the team.
Bolin said there is a confidence in the
players that she didn’t see last year.
“Not that they didn’t believe in themselves, but there’s just a whole different feeling. I think that Beto instills in
them a great sense of responsibility,”
Bolin said.
She said Mejia has a very positive
attitude with the players and helps
them believe that nothing is impossible. Bolin said Mejia “uses his son,
who was born prematurely, as a great

Campus sanctuary keeps
squirrels content
By Tara Thomas
The Collegian

Esteban Cortez / The Collegian

There is an animal sanctuary on
c a m pus at
F resno
S t a t e. I t i s
in public view
where many students pass by every
day in between their
classes, though most are
oblivious to its existence.
“Wow, I had absolutely no
idea that was there and I walk
by it all the time,” said passerby Chris
Cooke, a geology student at Fresno
State.
The squirrel sanctuary is located
just outside the Office of University
Communications, and marked only
with a brown, homemade sign in a
window. It is a small, open garden of
shrubbery, dirt and trees to which tiny
baskets full of peanuts are tied and
refilled daily.
“They don’t like the salted ones. We
gave them a salted before and they
threw them back at us after smelling
them,” said Leilani Esqueda, a student
assistant at the communications office.
The sanctuary came to be approxi-

mately one year ago after Fresno State
staff members, including Esqueda,
began hand feeding the campus squirrels nuts. These frequent gifts of
snacks prompted their overly friendly and overly comfortable attitudes
toward people, said Esqueda.

“O

ne day a group of us were
just walking on campus
to another building and a herd
of squirrels came charging at
us.”
— Leilani Esqueda,
Fresno State student
“One day a group of us were just
walking on campus to another building and a herd of squirrels came charging at us,” said Esqueda. “It was amazing, but freaky, and we were worried
that their behavior might startle other
people [who] didn’t know them.”
The sanctuary was designed to give
the squirrels a place to eat peanuts and
frolic safely, where they would not be in
harm’s way or a nuisance to students.
See SQUIRRELS, Page 3
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Twilight had to happen
By Maddie Shannon
The Collegian

G

od help us Twilighters.
If you think about it,
Twilight is actually a
screwed-up mess that, if you’re sensitive, can be interpreted to condone
adultery, murder and illegal immigration. Besides the possibly political
issues these books represent, some of
the more off-topic ideas (for example,
falling in love with a dead person) are
surely things that we can all agree are
really, really big no-nos.
Luckily, modern humanity is just
sick enough to make the Twilight franchise a huge success. A hundred years
ago, Twilight author Stephanie Meyer
would’ve been burned at the stake
(though maybe not in Utah). A hundred years from now, our great-greatgrandchildren will wonder what kind
of sick people lived in our day and age
to make Twilight one of the biggest
pop culture phenomenons of all time.
And because I happen to think in a
linear fashion, I’ve decided to give you
five reasons on why Twilight reflects
the fact that we are all sick bastards.
Reason No. 1: Necrophilia, zoophilia, pedophilia.
If you’re into reading between the
lines, Twilight can be interpreted
as an account of a young, human,
very-much-alive human girl (Bella)
who falls in love with a vampire guy
(Edward). There are arguments out

there to explain that Edward, since
he’s no longer human, is dead. Also,
Bella is in love for part of the series
with her werewolf best friend, Jacob.
Jacob spends quite a bit of time in his
wolf form, which, if Bella had decided
to go there, could’ve been problematic.
One more thing: Edward is technically more than a century old when he
meets 17-year-old Bella. How much of
an age difference does there have to be
before it just doesn’t matter anymore?
Reason No. 2: Tax fraud.
The fourth book explains how the
vampire Cullen family manages to
travel, spend money and snatch up
hot pieces of real estate (Isle Esme,
anyone?) without ever being audited
by the IRS. Alice, Edward’s adopted
sister, has the power to see the future,
making the family’s ability to play the
stock market it’s only real means of
survival. Other than that, they have a
guy who fakes their papers so they can
fly internationally, maintain lines of
credit and otherwise wiggle their way
out of paying taxes. Gives a whole new
meaning to being undocumented.
Reason No. 3: Abortion.
When Bella gets pregnant with a
half-vampire baby who’s very quickly
sucking the life out of her from the
inside out, Edward and the family try
to convince her to abort it in order
to save her own life. Take out of that
what you will.

Reason No. 4: Polygamy and open
marriages.
In this double-whammy concept of
screwed-upness, Edward attempts to
convince Bella to abort the baby, telling her he’ll let her go off with Jacob
on the weekends to have a little wolfy
som’n-som’n on the side, if she wants
to have a baby that much. Apparently,
werewolf babies are okay, vampire
babies are not.
Reason No. 5: Incest
Although all the “kids” in the family
are technically adopted, it’s still a little
weird that sister Alice is dating brother Jasper and sister Rosalie is dating
brother Emmett. As Darren Franich
of EW.com says in his column “13 Life
Lessons We Learned From Twilight,”
“After all, people who aren’t exactly
like you are so weird.”
Whether Twilight causes our
generation to be called the Grossest
Generation or not, in one year the
last film installment of the series will
come out, bringing the franchise to an
end. At that point, humanity can start
rebuilding our concept of morality
again (if God doesn’t smite us with
lightning first). As much as we love
Twilight, God help us all.
Maddie Shannon is a former columnist and Arts & Entertainment editor
for The Collegian.

Credit cards and college
students do not mix

By Ricardo Cano
The Collegian

W

hether you are purchasing
a textbook at the Kennel
Bookstore, looking to stock
up on groceries at the local supermarket or buying a pack of your favorite
gum at a gas station, the process is
always the same once the cashier sees
you whipping out that piece of plastic
from your wallet.
The person who rings up your purchases will proceed to ask whether you
are paying with debit or credit.
I never choose the latter method
because I am part of the 16 percent of
undergraduate students who do not
carry a credit card, according to an
April 2009 study by Sallie Mae.
Adamancy is not the reason I do not
have a credit card. Admittedly (and
almost shamefully), the reason I do not
carry a credit card is mainly due to an
absolute mistrust in myself.
The reason people use credit cards
is because they are a convenient alternative when you have to make a purchase of the utmost necessity now, yet
lack sufficient funds with no payday in
sight.
But one impulse too strong to con-

THE

trol — or even several small expenses
that inconspicuously add up to be
equally astronomical in debt — and
whether or not I’ll graduate in four
years might become the least of my
worries.
We all hear the horror stories at
one point or another. Such as the one
about the student who amassed $5,000
in debt and had to subsequently drop
out of school and work full-time to pay
it off. Or how about the one about how
a student, victim to frivolous spending
and poor credit, has to rely on the cosigning of someone of blind faith so
they can acquire their student loans.
While credit cards are essential
toward building good credit for the
future, the responsibility of having a
credit card is one that students take
on too early and too lightly — with no
consideration of the possible consequences.
For strictly debit users, the consequences of poor money handling are
a twenty-something dollar overdraft
fee and the embarrassing feeling of
having to resort to the change in your
car’s cup holders until your next check
deposit, not surmounting debt, blanketed by seemingly low and innocuous
interest rates.
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According to Sallie Mae, the average
senior will graduate with more than
$4,000 in credit card debt. This number
can be reduced radically if students
postpone getting their first credit card
until they are at least upperclassmen
or feel that they have the proper means
of getting one.
I am a full proponent of not having
a credit card because of the idea that
a bank account does not have some
sort of magical ceiling that allows me
to spend money that I simply do not
have — as much as I wish to believe
otherwise.
Though eventually, there will be an
occasion when the inequality of earnings over expenses will invert. Then,
I will be forced to join the 160 million credit card holders that the U.S.
Census Bureau projects there will be
by 2012.
But until that point comes, I’ll continue to use debit only — and the handfuls upon handfuls of change that has
culminated in my car’s cup holders.

C

LETTER TO
THE EDITOR
To the editor:
As a member of the Fresno State
Bulldog Marching Band, I have had
the privilege to play at all the home
games. As I stand on the field waiting for the teams to come out, I have
noticed firsthand how rude our fans
can be to the opposing team. You
would think that our fans would be
nice enough to give them a warm welcome, but they don’t. As the opposing
team comes onto the field, all you
can hear is a wave of boos coming
from our fans. Personally, I find that
embarrassing, especially when it’s
being aired on ESPN. It just makes
our school look childish and unprofessional. Our fans are just creating a
hostile playing environment. Instead
they should promote a more positive
attitude.
Recently, the Marching Band was
asked by Dr. Welty to play the opposing team’s fight song in hopes of
creating a better atmosphere for the
opposing team. I thought it was great
idea because I have noticed that other
colleges do that and it has worked for
them. It’s going to take some time
to get used too, but I believe in the
future it’s going to help create a more
welcoming feeling for the opposing
team.
Gonzalo Quezada
Political Science

To the editor:
One crappy bike rack is all it takes
to ruin an entire semester, maybe
even a year. Hundreds of students
rely on bicycles to get to class in a
timely fashion every day, but the
unsuitable racking stations on campus make it an almost hazardous
place for your bike.
Fresno State is not a small campus. Most would agree that walking
across the campus is not an enjoyable
task. That in itself may affect a student’s ability to perform in his or her
class. The consequences go deeper
than meets the eye, and the root of
the problem is right under our noses.
If a sturdier rack was implemented,
students would feel much more
secure about putting their bikes on
them, and students would feel more
secure about buying a good bike in
the first place. Thieves will be always
be a factor, but they would have to
match the rack with more expensive
means of theft, which is unlikely to
happen on account of the fact that
they are probably stealing because
they’re broke too. Just like that they
are out of the bike stealing business.
It seems like a win-win situation
to me, but I’ll leave it up to you to
decide.
Diallo Fry

COMMENT: The Collegian is a
forum for student expression.
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
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MEJIA: Former Fresno State student leads high VOTES: Bill to include 10-year
school football team to championship game
jail sentence for gay couples
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Championship for the first
time.
The football team has a lot of
respect for Mejia as its coach.
Edgar Segura, the team’s
“super sophomore,” said he

“H

e’s the ultimate
success story that
you like to see in your
former students.”
— Tim Hamel,
kinesiology department
looks at Mejia as a second
father. He also said Mejia has
taught them humility.
“He tells us just to stay humble and play hard,” Segura
said.
Mejia understands the
struggles his players face. As
a Mendota High School graduate himself, he can relate to
the players on his team.
“A lot of these kids’ parents
probably work in the fields.
My parents worked in the
fields. I worked in the fields,”
Mejia said.
He said they’re not exactly
working in the best conditions. “These kids for their
summer break, they’re probably working in the fields
and then coming to practice,”
Mejia said.
He believes the players’
hard work is a testament to
how they were raised as children. “Half of the coaching is
done already just with their
upbringings and their families,” Mejia said.
Mejia uses the struggles he
faced as a young man and a college student to encourage his

team not to give up. One major
struggle in his life was when
his son, Isaiah, was born premature during Mejia’s third
year at Fresno State while he
was balancing 18 units.
He said there were times he
thought about quitting school
and working to look out for
his son. “I thought to myself,
well I know if he could talk he
would tell me ‘no dad you got
to continue working for your
education,’” Mejia said.
He decided to continue on
and finish school and he kept a
good attitude. “I kept positive,
kept my faith in God,” he said.
Mejia is studying online for
his master’s in education, all
while substituting at Mendota
High School. He hopes to
become a teacher, although
he is unsure whether he will
teach science or special education.
His reasoning behind possi-

bly choosing special education
as a career is Isaiah, who was
born with a learning disability. “I might as well try to learn
more for myself as a person,
more as dad to help him out,”
Mejia said.
Tim Hamel, a Fresno State
faculty member in the kinesiology department, said Mejia
never gave up on himself.
“To me he shows a lot of persistence and confidence in
himself,” Hamel said. He also
added Mejia is very humble.
Hamel remembers what
Mejia went through when his
son was at Valley Children’s
Hospital. “I had him in class
after that happened,” Hamel
said. He simply said Mejia
dealt with the daunting situation. “He’s the ultimate
success story that you like
to see in your for mer students.”

CONTINUED from page 1
country’s 12 predominately Muslim states that have
adopted Sharia law. Elsewhere
in Nigeria, homosexuality is seen as taboo. No rights

ble to contemplate on same sex
marriage ... there are enough
men and women to mar ry
each other,” he said.
“The whole idea is the importation of foreign culture, but
this would be one freedom too

“T

he whole idea is the importation of foreign culture, but this would be one freedom too many.
We cannot allow our traditions and value system to
be eroded.”
— David Mark,
senate leader of Nigeria
groups have publicly protested the bill.
Senate leader David Mark
said gay marriage was an
import from the West that
went against Nigerian tradition.
“My faith as a Christian
abhors it, it is incomprehensi-

many. We cannot allow our traditions and value system to be
eroded,” he added.
But during a public hearing
at the Senate, lesbian activist
Otibho Obiowu spoke out, saying that outlawing gay marriage was a gross violation of
fundamental human rights.

SQUIRRELS: Habitat inspired
first Squirrel Week in April
CONTINUED from page 1

Photo courtesy of Jesus Ayala

Mejia’s inspiration for pursuing his Masters in education has been his son,
Isaiah, who was born prematurely with a learning disability.

A dozen or so can be seen at
any given time in the sanctuary, eating, climbing, playing
and especially chasing one
another.
The habitat inspired the
first-ever Squir rel Week,
which took place in April of
this year in appreciation of
the Fresno State squirrels. It
is hoped to become an annual

event.
Katie Johnson, a for mer
Fresno State student, helped
kick off the week by wearing
a custom-made “Wanda the
Squirrel” costume, complete

“I

t was amazing, but
freaky, and we were
worried that their behavior might startle other
people [who] didn’t know
them.”
— Leilani Esqueda,
Fresno State student

with a T-shirt that read, “I
Heart Fresno State.” Wanda is
the mascot for Squirrel Week.
“It was such a positive,
fun sight that got everyone
excited, I think,” said April
Schulthies, Fresno State’s catalog editor, who was in attendance.
“I love the squir rels so
much,” said Esqueda.
“They’re cute and friendly, but
the best part about them is if
one thinks you have a peanut
for him, he’ll stand on his hind
legs, rest his little hands on
his chest and wait patiently
for you,” she added.

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible for nor
does it assume any liability for its advertisers. We caution our readers to check
out the legitimacy of all advertisers
before doing business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.com
Paid survey takers needed in Fresno.
100% free to join! Click on surveys.
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Students volunteer to put the shine
back into Rotary Playland

For the first time since childhood, sophomore Becky Pings
returned to Rotary Storyland
& Playland not to simply enjoy
the attractions, but to help put
life back into them for future
generations.
After more 55 years of entertaining children and families,
the park has seen better days.
Many of its classic attractions have gotten a little rusty
with age. The wooden pier for
the Shipwreck Cove Boat Ride
needs staining, and both the
Big Rocko and Little Rocko
rides require a fresh coat of
paint.
Last week, around 30 Fresno
S t a t e s t u d e n t s a n swe r e d
the call as part of Serving
Fresno Day, hosted by the Jan
and Bud Richter Center for
Community Engagement and
Service Learning.
Pings, 19, sees volunteering

“I

t shows a lot of pride
in the area, and I
think it teaches people to
take more pride in what
they have.”
— Becky Pings,
Serving Fresno Day
volunteer

Cameron Woolsey / The Collegian

30 students volunteered with the Richter Center as a part of Serve Fresno Day to clean up Rotary Storyland &
Playland.

who are willing to do it, so
the people who are willing to
put in the effort for these nonprofit organizations, it's really

“T

here's not a lot of
people who are
willing to do it, so the
people who are willing to
put in the effort for these
non-profit organizations.”
— Kayleigh Bader,
Serving Fresno Day
volunteer

helpful to them, I know,” she
said. “They just need volunteers to help when they can."
Bader said that she would
gladly come back to the park
as long as volunteers are needed to help maintain the aging
facility.
"As long as they need help,
I'll help," she said.
Sophomore Lawton Nichols
is another first-time volunteer,
and had faced several challenges in the early parts of the
day such as washing stuck-on
dirt and grime off the docks
and painting Big Rocko, a ride
that shares similarities to a
Ferris wheel.
"That has been some of the

challenges but it looks a lot
better than it was when we
first got here," he said.
D e s p i t e t h e ch a l l e n g e s,
Nichols stayed strong thanks
to the morning pep talk the
students got from Cobb, who
said Fresno residents that
visit the park “can't go to
places like Disneyland or Six
Flags, so they need a little
place so they can come get
away with their children. So
that's why it's really important to keep this place nice and
looking good so they can keep
coming back."

CLARK
CHIROPRACTIC
Discount for students
without insurance!*
559.226.3400 • cogfresno.com
7461 N First St #103 • Fresno CA, 93720
* Does not apply to personal injury or work
compensation cases.

Tri-tip
Pulled Pork
Baby Back Ribs

“The Best Tri Tip Sandwich in Town”

6642 N. Cedar
Fresno, CA 93710
(559) 299-3177

E. Herndon
N. Cedar

as an important part of being
a community.
"I think it's great for the community," she said. "It shows a
lot of pride in the area, and I
think it teaches people to take
more pride in what they have
and kind of reevaluate everything and take a second look
at it so they can appreciate
things that are around them."
With hands covered in paint
and wood stain, the volunteer
students worked hard getting one of Fresno's original
attractions back up and running. According to Danny
Cobb, director of operations
for the park, the goal was to
get the park looking brand
new and ready to re-open early
next year.
With only a limited staff
available, Cobb counts on the
help of the university for this
difficult yet necessary project.
"Having students or any volunteers come out to help us
beautify and keep the parks
looking fresh and new cer-

opened, F resno residents
could spend their quality
time at Playland, nestled in
Roeding Park.
In 1962, when Storyland was
built, the park’s official name
became Rotary Storyland &
Playland. For decades, the
parks have entertained numerous families and exist as an
important part of Fresno.
"It's an incredible part of
Fresno's history and it's really
cool to be able to help on something like this,” team leader
Daini Park said.
Park, 21, is par t of the
Reflection Facilitator program
with the Richter Center. Its
goal, she said, is to teach students about the higher qualities of community service.
She said students are challenged to learn about what it
means to make an impact on
their community—something
that she takes to heart.
"When I first came to Fresno
State, I needed to immerse
myself in something because I
was new," she said.
Freshman Kayleigh Bader
w a s at t h e p a rk walking
around with paint-stained
hands. She said she was given
the task of painting and staining some of the rides.
"Hopefully it stays," she
joked about her paint job.
"Hopefully all of our paintwork will stay for a long time
so people can enjoy the park
looking nice."
This wasn't the first time
Rotary Storyland & Playland
has had volunteer help from
Fresno State. Though she
wasn't able to go last year,
Bader, 18, didn't want to miss
out again.
“There are not a lot of people

E Palo Alto Ave

“H

aving students or
any volunteers
come out to help us
beautify and keep the
parks looking fresh and
new certainly helps us.”
— Danny Cobb,
director of operations

tainly helps us,” he said. “A lot
of the times, due to expenses
and other costs or whatnot, we
can't afford to do some of these
projects.”
Built on May 30, 1955, two
months before Disneyland

End of Movember Party – Tonight @ 7 p.m.
Come join other mustache connoisseurs, as
we celebrate all the hard work and dedication put forth
to raise funds and awareness!
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of the semester will win an exclusive party at Swiggs.
Food and drinks provided!
Your house will also win a $100 gift card to Swiggs!

Swiggs Sports Bar promotes responsible drinking.
1440 E Shaw • SwiggsBarSports.com
Mon. - Sat. 11a.m. - 2 a.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. - 11 p.m.

We buy books back

Everyday!

Two Locations:
1762 E. Barstow Ave.
Fresno, CA

(Cedar and Barstow)

980 E McKinley Ave.
Fresno, CA

(Mckinley and Van Ness)

By Christina Napier
The Collegian
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has many other services available to students.
THE
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Located on the west end of the Speech Arts Building

Unknown to some, jazz is America’s
one true original art form. Its creation comes from the combination of
Western European classical music traditions and African culture.
“Jazz is America’s original art form,
the baseball of music,” Alan Durst,
director of the Jazz Orchestra and
Ensemble, said.
“It’s definitely not just elevator
music,” Erika Gamez, a piano player
in the Jazz Ensemble, added. “I think
coming to a jazz concert you’ll see right
away that there’s a lot of misconceptions.”
On Dec. 1, the Jazz Ensemble and the
Jazz Orchestra will play their Winter
Concert in the Concert Hall at 8 p.m.
The Jazz Ensemble typically plays
standard big band sharps by famous
composers while the Jazz Orchestra
plays more contemporary jazz that has
been written in the past 10 to 15 years.
“One really unique aspect of jazz is
that it’s really multicultural,” Alan
Durst said. “We play music where
pretty much every different ethnicity
is represented, whereas European classical music is only set in that region of
the world.”
Jazz is not only rooted multiculturally in America, but it is also rooted and
defined by the act of improvisation.
This is the big difference between commercial pop jazz and traditional jazz.
“It’s an awesome conversation that
you can have,” William Melendez, saxophonist for the Jazz Orchestra, said.
“When you’re up there on the stage
improvising and you have the rhythm
section going on right behind you,
they’re listening to you and you’re listening to them playing subtleties that
you can do and we’ll pick up on that
and change the groove. It’s really cool
to be able to talk to somebody through
your instrument.”
Durst added he tries to involve them
in making perfor mance decisions

and asks them what they think, how
they can change the performance and
make it unique. To be a part of the
jazz bands is collaborative. Melendez
never thought he’d be able to play in
an ensemble where he could have the
opportunity to write anything or make
his own decisions in terms of performance. Melendez is also in the Wind
Orchestra where they play more classical music and band literature where
they must stay true to the original
piece 100 percent.
“You don’t get that choice [in Wind
Orchestra] because it’s the director really making that choice with
what that piece needs to sound like,”
Melendez said.
Danny Talob, a saxophonist for the
Jazz Orchestra, loves the challenge it
creates. “There’s a lot of different challenges as a musician. There’s playing
with the ensemble, the intonation and
playing all about the same time, everything the exact same way that’s a challenge in itself,” Talob said.
“I think staying true to the music stylistically is very hard and most of what
you have to do is listen, it’s all with
your ears,” Talob explained. “It’s cool
because I feel like you’re a group and
then you have the chance to shine as an
individual.”
All the musicians solos are improvised on the spot; though they practice
on the underlying music they will play,
they have spontaneous composition.
When they play their solo they stand
up and improvise and so the listening
becomes a big part of the collaboration
of what they’re playing.
“It’s really unique because a solo is
never the same,” Gamez said. “It’s kind
of like a snowflake.”
“When you see somebody perform
live it’s a completely different feel than
listening to a CD because you see their
faces and you see how into it they are,”
Melendez said. “There’s pure emotion
in it and you see the thought process as
it’s happening.”
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The daily crossword
Across
1 Trespass
4 With 36- and 62-Across,
kids’ ball game, and
something this puzzle’s
four longest answers
have in common
10 Collar or jacket
14 TNT element?
15 Ring of color
16 Powerful TV princess
17 One of the Gershwins
18 Early Mary Tyler
Moore role
20 Puts in a fresh pot
22 Habeas corpus et al.
23 Name of three
presidents
24 Noodle product?
26 Glacial ridge
27 Horticulturist’s
hangout
31 Happy co-worker?
33 Some TV screens
34 Go for, as a prize
35 Hogwarts messengers
36 See 4-Across
38 Tower city
39 Bolo, for one
40 Nudge
41 “I’m outta here!”
42 Meeting of Congress
44 “Les Girls” actress Elg
46 Latin word on a
cornerstone
47 Getaway
49 Ionian Sea island

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
Los Angeles Times

Puzzle by Mike Peluso

C

PUZZLE SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Copyright 2011. Tribune Media Services, Inc.

52 Place for a bargain?
54 She played Carla
Tortelli on “Cheers”
57 Genetic carrier
58 Arena level
59 2009 Ruben Studdard
album
60 Held by us
61 Numbers for one
62 See 4-Across
63 Little thing to pick

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2011

Down
1 Recipe direction
2 Discount rack abbr.
3 She played Nicole
Chapman on “Fame”
4 Trivia game that
involves bluffing
5 Autumn color
6 Neither masculine nor
feminine

7 Fashion designer
Michael
8 She, in São Paulo
9 Jabber
10 Cast-of-thousands
actors
11 Actress Hatcher
12 “Don’t count __!”
13 Rob Roy refusals
19 Washstand vessels
21 Gets the consolation
prize
24 Creep
25 Snappy dresser
28 1996 Madonna role
29 Increase
30 Wine bottle datum
31 Colon’s pair
32 Abrasion, to a tot
33 Inc. abroad
36 Golfer’s selection
37 Thing to avoid
38 2011 TV show with
multiple pilots
40 Calendar girl
41 Traffic cop’s request
43 Jungle journey
44 Working (with)
45 Lash out at
48 World-weariness
49 PC monitors
50 River formed at
Pittsburgh
51 Lively dance
52 L.A.’s Sunset, e.g.
53 Bakery offering
55 Stately tree
56 Louis XIV, par
exemple

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Word of the Day

Recyclopath
A person who militantly engages in recycling
and is so hostile to simply throwing away
garbage, it borders on mental illness.
Source: UrbanDictionary.com
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Two Philadelphia attorneys say they
have been hired by alleged victim in
Penn State case
By John P. Martin and Jeremy Roebuck
McClatchy-Tribune
PHILADELPHIA—Two Philadelphiaarea lawyers said Tuesday that they
had been hired by the Clinton County
teenager whose allegations launched
the wider criminal investigation into
alleged child sex abuse by former Penn
State football coach Jerry Sandusky.
Lawyers Michael J. Boni and Slade H.
McLaughlin said the young man and
his mother retained them to investigate a possible civil suit and to deflect
what has been an avalanche of attention on the family since Sandusky’s
arrest Nov. 5.
“Their lives have been thrown into
turmoil,” Boni said.
A g rand jury presentment says
Sandusky, a retired defensive coach
for Pennsylvania State University, performed oral sex on the teen more than
20 times in 2007 and 2008.
The grand jury report identified him
only as Victim 1, but residents and his
neighbors in Lock Haven quickly figured out who he was, as did members of
the media. (The boy’s mother declined
comment when approached near her

home Tuesday by The Inquirer.)
by Sandusky in 2002, then lying to the
The teen was forced to transfer to
grand jury about it. On Tuesday, their
a new school, Boni said, but “is doing
preliminary hearing was rescheduled
fine now.”
for Dec. 16.
The Sandusky investigation began
Sandusky has denied any wrongdowhen the boy’s mother told Central
ing. His attorney, Joseph Amendola,
Mountain High School officials in 2008
has said some of the victims might
that Sandusky, then a volunteer assisrecant or dispute the claims.
tant football coach
Hearing and reading
at the school, had
about Sandusky’s denial
sexually abused
has been “emotionally
heir lives have
her son. School offidevastating” for the Lock
been thrown into
cials alerted local
Haven teen and his mothlaw enforcement,
er, Boni said.
turmoil.”
who began a wider
“Both are very warm,
probe.
nice, earnest people.”
— Michael J. Boni,
Ultimately, prosThe two lawyers have
Philadelphia
lawyer dispatched an investigaecutors charged the
retired coach with
tor to help gather posmolesting at least
sible evidence for their
seven other boys since the mid-1990s.
civil case, he said, but pledged not to
They say he met his victims through
interfere with the ongoing criminal
the Second Mile, the foundation
matter. He also said they were preparSandusky started for underprivileged
ing the teen to be a possible witness at
children.
Sandusky’s Dec. 13 preliminary hearTwo former Penn State administraing.
tors, athletic director Timothy Curley
At least three other law firms claim to
and former senior vice president Gary
represent at least one potential alleged
Schultz, face trial, charged with covvictim of Sandusky’s. None has identiering up an alleged attack on a boy
fied clients or filed a lawsuit.

“T

Boni, a Bala Cynwyd lawyer, and
M c L a u g h l i n , wh o s e o f f i c e i s i n
Philadelphia, have experience in such
cases. They also represent a former
altar boy, 23, who is a central witness in
the prosecution of four current and former church officials in Philadelphia.
Prosecutors say that man, identified in court papers as Billy Doe, was
raped and molested by two priests and
a schoolteacher at St. Jerome’s parish
in Northeast Philadelphia. His lawsuit
accuses the men of battery and church
leaders of negligence for not preventing the attacks.
Also Tuesday, Penn State held the
first of several forums to help its students cope with the still-unfolding
scandal. A clinical social worker and
a psychiatrist were available for anyone wishing to discuss sex abuse in
their own past or feelings about the
Sandusky allegations.
Similar sessions are scheduled for
Thursday and Dec. 7.
On Wednesday night, students and
university administrators, including
new president Rodney Erickson, are
scheduled to hold a televised town-hall
meeting to discuss the case.

DOGS: Fresno State has started the season with a 2-4
record and is currently on a three-game losing streak
ful on the hardwood.
“He has a great basketball mind in
terms of offense and defense,” Terry
said. “He brings a wealth of experience
to what we’re trying to do and what
we’re trying to build here.”
The two coaches are trying to build
something similar to what they did in
their previous coaching stints together
at UNC-Wilmington and Richmond.
UNC-Wilmington reached the second
round of the NCAA Tournament during its final season by winning the
team’s first ever NCAA Tournament
game, beating USC 98-89.
Terry joined Wainwright’s staff during his fifth year as the face of the pro-

gram at UNC-Wilmington and in their
the opportunity to be something spefour seasons together at the school
cial with the Fresno State program as
where the duo reached the NCAA
he has brought a sense of accountabilTournament twice as
ity that stems from his
well as an appearance
previous coaching expein the NIT.
riences.
e’s been more like
“He’s been more
U n d e r T e r r y, t h e
a mentor for me
l i ke a m e n t o r fo r
coaching staff is
me throughout my
designed to have all the
throughout my career.”
career,” Terry said.
coaches on the same
Wainwright was out
page in respect to expec— Rodney Terry, tations of the team and
of coaching for a year
on Jerry Wainwright players.
before Terry brought
him into his current
“Everywhere I’ve
position at Fresno
been we’ve had great
State, bringing the two together once
staffs,” Terry said. “Without question
again, this time with the latter leading
we have a very experienced veteran
the way.
coaching staff that has had a lot of sucTerry believes that his regime has
cess at a high level.”

Fresno State baseball signs eight
players for the 2012 recruiting class
Head coach Mike Batesole recently
announced his 2012 recruiting class,
which was heavy on high school players.
The 2012 recruting class was rated as
the 19th-best class in the country.
The Bulldogs signed three local players in Central High’s Jordan Brink,
Buchanan High’s Jordan Luplow and
Clovis North’s Chris Mariscal.
Fresno State starts Pac-12 part of
schedule
After Fresno State plays the Academy
of Arts on Wednesday, the ‘Dogs will
play three games against Pac-12 opponents in Utah, Colorado and Oregon.
Fresno State will finish its five game
Pac-12 stretch against Arizona State on
Dec. 21st.
The ‘Dogs already have faced one Pac12 opponent in the preseason National
Invitation Tour nament, Stanford.
Fresno State came up short in that

game, losing 75-59.
Wright signs 2012 recruiting class
The theme from this year’s softball
recruitiing class was multi-faceted
with multiple players being able to
play more than one position.
The three main players from the
class are Jillian Compton, Hannah
Harris, Taylor Langdon, who are all
pitchers that can also play in the infield
when they aren’t on the mound.
Fresno State women’s basketball
starts tough stretch
The women’s basketball season is
well underway as the ‘Dogs are six
games into their schedule. Now, the
next three games will be against teams
from the six power conferences in
Oklahoma, Stanford and Oregon.
Fresno State has played one power
conference opponent already in the
season opener against USC. The ‘Dogs
were in the game all the way through,
but couldn’t capitalize in the end, losing 65-57.

CONTINUED from page 8

“H

The ‘Dogs will look to become a winning program that competes at the
NCAA’s highest stage, as well as compete for conference championships on
a consistent basis.
Although the season hasn’t exactly
started off in Terry’s favor, the ‘Dogs
are looking to start pushing the program in the right direction with the
help of the men at the helm.
“Winning breeds winning,” Terry
said. “And when you have guys that
have been in that position it only
enhances our chances of building a
successful program here.”

The
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LATER THIS WEEK...

Women’s basketball will start December with a battle against
Pac-12 member Oregon at the Save Mart Center on Thursday.
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Wainwright brings head
coaching experience to staff

Photos By Esteban Cortez / The Collegian

Head coach Rodney Terry (left) has brought a defensive mentality to Fresno State and the transition has been easier with former mentor Jerry Wainwright (far right) being a part of his coaching staff.

By Tim Salazar
The Collegian
The new era of Fresno State
men’s basketball has officially
begun with the face of the
program, head coach Rodney
Terry, trying to change the
direction the Bulldogs plan to
head toward.
One of the reasons the transition has appeared to be easy
is because of the coaching
staff Terry has surrounded
himself with in his first head
coaching job.

“H

e has a great
basketball mind
in terms of offense and
defense.”

— Rodney Terry,
said of his former mentor

Associate head coach Jerry
Wainwright was brought in
to help Terry build the basketball program back up to
the success that both coach’s
have enjoyed before in previous stints leading some of the
nation’s top competitors.
Wainwright comes to Fresno
State with a steady head
coaching pedigree where he
posted winning career records
a t U N C - Wi l m i n g t o n a n d

Richmond before moving on to
DePaul.
Under Wainwright’s direction, his team’s reached the
NCAA Tournament on three
separate occasions and also
added four NIT bids.

Before taking over the reigns
at DePaul, Wainwright had
brought a winning attitude to
two lower-tier basketball programs since his team’s never
finished lower than fourth
place in any conference they

competed in.
As an assistant, Wainwright
brings 16 years of head coaching experience and knows
what it will take to bring
F resno State back to the
respectability it has enjoyed

in afterthought years.
With Wainwright bringing a
winning mindset, Terry hopes
that it will translate into the
Bulldogs being more successSee DOGS, Page 7

