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Man charged
with attempted
assassination in
White House
shooting
By Michael A. Memoli
McClatchy-Tribune
An Idaho man has been charged with
attempting to assassinate President
Obama in connection with a shooting
incident at the White House on Friday
night.
A criminal complaint filed in the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania states that Oscar
Ramiro Ortega-Hernandez, 21, “knowingly did attempt to kill the President
of the United States.” The charge carries a maximum sentence of life in
prison.
Ortega-Hernandez was arrested in
See SHOOTING, Page 3

House to vote
Friday on a
balanced federal budget
amendment to
constitution
By David Lightman
McClatchy Newspapers
The House of Representatives plans
to vote Friday on a constitutional
amendment mandating a balanced federal budget —an effort expected ultimately to fail, but one that could have
lingering political impact.
Long a goal of conservatives, many
Democrats are feeling the heat to sign
on, too, in an era when federal budget
deficits appear out of control, national
debts in Europe are threatening the
global economy and U.S. politics is
debt-obsessed. Yet most Democrats,
including President Barack Obama,
believe that a balanced-budget amendment would be a fiscal straitjacket that
would prevent government from being
able to respond to economic downturns.
To pass, the measure needs 290 House
votes, or a two-thirds’ majority. But the
White House and Democratic House
leaders —some of whom supported the
amendment the last time the House
voted on it, 16 years ago —are urging
opposition.
Even if the House approves, getting
the necessary two-thirds, or 67, votes in
the Democratic-run Senate is viewed
as an uphill quest. Should it pass both
houses of Congress, it would need to
See BUDGET, Page 3

SERVING CAMPUS SINCE 1922

Starbucks gives vibe to campus
By Luke Shaffer
The Collegian

A n nu a l ly, t h e H e n r y M a d d e n
Library collects an average of $37,000
from the Starbucks on campus. The
$1.2 billion-profit company is considering opening a second store on campus.
An article published by MSNBC
showed that the company is now considering raising the price of some
kinds of coffee, including a 17-percent
increase for bagged coffee sold at its
stores. The affected markets will be
California, Washington and Oregon.
“Profits we create here go back to
Fresno State and help promote other
vendors that help out the experience
for students,” Starbucks assistant
manager Ricky Serrano said. “Our
money goes to help grow the business
and grow more businesses here on
campus to make it easier for students
to get their coffee.”
Customers of the Starbucks at
Fresno State said they like the atmosphere and the products the company
provides.
University Dining Services, part of
Fresno State’s Auxiliary Operations
oversees the coffee shop and currently holds a contract with Starbucks’
corporate headquarters. On a yearly
basis, the library Starbucks collects
an average of $37,000 that is reinvested back into the campus to support construction needs, associate
vice president for Auxiliary Debbie
Astone said.
“Over the last three years, we have
averaged a net surplus of $37K which
we reinvest back into our operations
and program support to the university,” Astone said. “We are required
to pay royalties to Starbucks on all
sales.”
Adhering to strict health and labor

codes, Serrano takes pride in the
fact that his branch is constantly
recognized as a quality provider of
Starbucks products.
“The health department,
actually commended us,”
Serrano said. “One of the
health inspectors said that
either he’s doing ‘his job
really bad’ or ‘we’re that good’
because he couldn’t find anything wrong or in violation of
health codes.”
Astone added that the
Auxiliary Operations plans to
put into action the idea of constructing another Starbucks on
campus.
“We are currently exploring
the feasibility, including costs
of adding an additional location.
There is a significant investment
upfront that we will have to seek
approval for before we can proceed,” Astone said.
Serrano said he is happy to know
an additional Starbucks is being
considered. “Our money helps to
grow the business and is invested
into the campus. So, yes, there has
been talk of it.”
Custumers of Starbucks said they
enjoy the environment the library
Starbucks offers. “The Starbucks
in the library on campus brings a
closer environment for students that
is com fortable and urban,” Fresno
State student Alaia Howell said. “It
helps the university keep up with
other schools that have a cool and hip
environment by having such restaurants like Starbucks.
“I think this shop benefits students
quite a bit. It also keeps them from
travelling off campus to go and look
for their coffee or snacks” Serrano
said. “Another benefit is that once you
get in a group for studying and have

sat down and got your laptop out, you
know you can walk over to Starbucks
without fear off someone taking your
stuff.”

Alicia Acevedo / The Collegian

Students disrupt meeting as trustees pass 9
percent tuition hike at Cal State Universities
By Carla Rivera
McClatchy-Tribune

Bob Chamberlin / McClatchy-Tribune

Protestors confronted California State University police after being ejected from the university’s
board of trustees meeting in Long Beach, California on Wednesday, November 16, 2011.

California State University trustees
on Wednesday approved a 9 percent
tuition increase after a raucous session in which police used pepper spray
and batons to clear protesters who had
disrupted the meeting in Long Beach.
The board voted 9 to 6 to raise tuition
by about $500 for fall 2012, bringing the
annual education charges for undergraduates to $5,970, not including campus-based fees that average $1,047.
But the meeting descended into chaos
when members of the audience began
chanting “we are the 99 percent,” and
demanding that trustees sign a pledge
to force financial institutions to pay
more taxes to fund higher education.
After several minutes, trustees left
the boardroom, and university police
herded the protesters outside where
they joined about 100 other demonstrators, including students and members
of the activist groups Occupy Long
See TUITION, Page 3
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THAT’S WHAT THE PEOPLE ARE SAYING...

have seen a lot of candidates look at their biggest vulnerability, call it a
“Y oumistake,
and ask for forgiveness. In my case that wouldn’t be honest.”
– Mitt Romney

OPINION EDITOR, TONY PETERSEN • COLLEGIAN-OPINION@CSUFRESNO.EDU
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Stop slinging mud

The Sticks

Jake Severns

I

n the midst of the presidential
campaigns preceding next year’s
election, the typical mudslinging, name calling and character bashing is heating up as it always does. The
question remains, are we voting for
candidates who offer the best solutions
to our country’s problems, or are we
voting for the candidate whose name is
least destroyed?
Nastiness is nothing new to campaign strategy. In fact, nasty campaigning is growing more politically correct
along with our nation. The exchanges
between John Adams and Thomas

Jefferson in during the election of
1800 could be considered unmatched in
terms of nastiness.
“John Adams is a blind, bald,
crippled, toothless man who wants to
start a war with France,” Jefferson
said. “When he’s not busy importing
mistresses from Europe, he’s trying to
marry one of his sons to a daughter of
King George. Haven’t we had enough
monarchy in America?”
John Adams had some tasteful
responses of his own.
“If Thomas Jefferson wins, murder,
robbery, rape, adultery and incest will
be openly taught and practiced… Are
you prepared to see your dwellings in
flames, female chastity violated, children writhing on a pike?”
I wonder what was holding these
two back from saying what they really
thought about one another.
Obviously things have grown a bit
more civilized over the years, but politicians are still stuck with the same
bad habit.
I don’t want to vote for a president
because they’re not quite as bad as the
other option, I would prefer to vote for
someone because their policies and
solutions are the best. This shouldn’t
be a vote for the lesser of two evils.
I would like to try an experiment
that counts the number of minutes
politicians spend discussing actual
issues compared to the minutes they
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spend discussing how horrible everyone else is.
One thing that I’m always flabbergasted by is the race for party candidacy. I wonder if party nominees realize
that one of them is going to become a
candidate yet they make every person
within their own party look like a complete idiot scumbag. And they’re not
supposed to be serving any self interest, as they all claim.
Something about this just doesn’t
seem right, and I think on several occasions we have obviously missed the
mark with our choice of president just
because the winner ran a more effective smear campaign.
People complain about nasty campaigning every time the season revs
up, and with the exception of insults
becoming more civilized, it really
hasn’t slowed down at all. Apparently
the only thing we can do as voters is
to take these accusations and insults
with a grain of salt. Unfortunately,
some of the accusations do carry value
for voters. I’ve give up trying to figure
out what is true and what isn’t.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the editor:
The degree of welcome and ease
that I felt stepping onto this campus
was thoroughly disappointing. The
team behind Dog Days made a goodhearted effort at introducing incoming
freshmen to their new environment,
but they breezed over a few vital components. Our lack of familiarity with
the campus made it very difficult to
find our new classes. Furthermore, I’m
frustrated that there weren’t prescheduled appointments for each new student to meet with their counselor. With
Fresno State’s distinguished reputation, it’s disturbing that these issues
haven’t already been addressed.
Joy Brusenback
To the editor:
Fresno State has great teachers,
incredible students and a beautiful
campus; however, a negative aspect
to Fresno State are students smoking
in non-smoking areas. It is incredibly
irritating when you are walking to
your class enjoying the fresh, non-nicotine air and suddenly inhale a huge
cloud of contaminated smoke from a
student smoking on their way to class,
outside a designated smoking area.
Secondhand smoke for a non-smoker is just as harmful as smoking by
choice. Secondhand smoke consists of
dangerous poisons and carcinogens.
Secondhand smoke is composed with
about 200 compounds of which are
known to be poisonous, of which 70

THE

have been recognized as capable of
causing cancer.
To prevent such a problem between
smokers and non-smokers, Fresno
State gladly set up around 25 designated smoking areas. These areas are
distributed evenly throughout the
campus and are the only place where
smoking is allowed. All other areas
are prohibited. It is difficult to understand how numerous students do not
smoke in the areas that are designed
for them, and are able to get away
with smoking outside of the smoking areas. This behavior is affecting
other students who have chosen not to
smoke. I strongly believe that smoking outside the designated smoking
areas should come with a punishment.
Keeping smokers in smoking areas
will increase the air quality of Fresno
State’s campus, and keep our nonsmokers from breathing in the harmful secondhand smoke.
Sylvia Gervacio
To the editor:
California’s Three Strikes Law is
supposed to deter violent crime, and
supporters might argue it does its job
since violent crime has gone down.
This would be an example of a Post
Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc fallacy, which
generally means, “after this, therefore
because of this.” It is also important
to note reduction in crime began
occurring before Three Strikes was
signed into law.
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Response:

‘Campus fountain to undergo
drastic renovation’
‘mike’: “$40,000? What an awesome use
of funds when classes are being limited
and programs eliminated. I’m all in favor
of honoring veterans that have served
this country, but $40,000 shouldn’t be
required to do so. Where exactly is the
money coming from?”

Response:

‘Letter to the editor, 11-9-11’
‘Rob Howard’: “The student body should
look to ban smoking on campus, it’s a
public health problem. Smoking not only
affects the health of the smoker, but it’s an
even greater risk to non-smokers because
of the most dangerous secondhand smoke.
We would want the university to take
action to protect us against asbestos and a
gunman running lose on campus because
both are a clear and present danger to our
health and security. This is no different. It
takes longer to kill you but the probability
of this killing us is much higher. Vote to
ban smoking on campus.”

Response:

‘Department consolidation
remains possibility’

Serious violent crime is committed
by individuals aged 15-24 and peaks
at age 17; for the most part, the Three
Strikes Law puts offenders behind
bars in the “twilight of their criminal
careers.”
A major problem with the Three
Strikes Law is racial disparity. Many
prior drug offenses count as previous
strikes; minorities are more likely
to have prior strikes due to drug possession laws not in their favor, which
means they are at a disadvantage and
likely to be sentenced for extended
periods of time, far more frequently
too.
If it is not enough that the Three
Strikes Law does not deter crime, or
that it is racially biased, the law actually happens to be very costly to the
state of California and its taxpayers.
According to the Center on Juvenile
and Criminal Justice, the estimated
cost per individual for a 25-year sentence is $1.1 million.
There is a Three Strikes Reform
Initiative for the 2012 ballot to require
the third strike to be serious and violent. It is crucial California voters
vote on the issue and rid the law of its
defects.

‘amy lund’: “I see great promise in highquality, affordable online education. I
believe online learning from High Speed
Universities can challenge students to
learn deeply, apply the content to their
current and future careers and life goals,
and challenge current assumptions and
worldviews. All of which increase engagement and could lead to higher graduation
rates.”

Response:

‘Department consolidation
remains possibility’

‘Justin Cape’: “On the surface, merging
colleges seems like a reasonable solution
to save Fresno State money, but after reading the proposal it became clear to me that
quality education is taking a back seat to
shadowy fiscal conservatism. As students,
we are being asked to pay an increased
tuition fee every semester for overcrowded
classrooms and overworked professors. I
think we should all refuse to accept this
proposal and demand the quality education that our money should being going
toward.”

Response:

‘Tuition to rise again in fall’

Crystal Flores

C
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SHOOTING: Gunfire near the White House BUDGET: Dept is up for a vote in Congress
CONTINUED from page 1
Indiana, Pa., on Wednesday, five days
after a shooting incident near the
National Mall.
The U.S. Secret Service, ATF, FBI,
U.S. Park Police and the Washington
Metropolitan Police De par tment
had been working together to locate
Ortega-Hernandez after law enforcement Friday responded to the sound
of gunfire on Constitution Avenue,
approximately 700 yards south of the
White House.
A witness stated that a man stopped
his car and began shooting through the
passenger-side window in the direction
of the White House.
On Tuesday, personnel discovered
two rounds of ammunition on the
White House grounds, at least one
of which damaged historic exterior
glass in a window above the Truman

Balcony on the South Portico.
Charging documents state that
Ortega-Hernandez owned an “AK-47
like gun,” and that a witness who has
known him said his statements about
the government and Obama specifically had “gotten worse” in the past year.
Recently, according to the witness,
Ortega-Hernandez had said he was
“preparing for something,” and that
he believed Obama was “the devil” and
had to be “taken care of.”
Obama was not at the White House at
the time of the incident; he was attending the Carrier Classic basketball
game in Coronado, Calif., before leaving for an economic summit in Hawaii.
Magistrate Judge Cynthia R. Eddy
o rd e re d t h at O r t e g a - H e r n a n d e z
remain detained pending further proceedings in the U.S. District Court for
the District of Columbia.

CONTINUED from page 1
be ratified by three-fourths of the 50
states to become an amendment to the
Constitution.
The debate, which began Thursday,
and Friday’s vote are likely to be
remembered in 2012 congressional
campaigns. To many lawmakers,
and voters, the amendment is a bold
attempt to force Washington to do what
its elected officials have been unable to
do —put its fiscal house in order.
A vote against the amendment is
something “you can use in a campaign,” said Lee Miringoff, director of
the Marist College Institute of Public
Opinion. “You vote against it and someone can call you a big spender.”
The House vote comes in the same
week that the national debt topped the
$15 trillion mark. The federal deficit in
fiscal 2011, which ended Sept. 30, was

$1.3 trillion, only slightly below the
previous year’s record amount.
The balanced-budget amendment
would require that Congress not spend
more than taxes bring in for any year,
unless three-fifths’ majority votes in
both chambers agree otherwise. It also
would require a three-fifths’ majority to raise the debt ceiling. It would
require the president to submit a balanced budget to Congress, but the
requirement could be waived for military emergencies.
Many conservatives think the amendment is not tough enough in curbing spending, but Republican leaders
argue that any amendment has to get
Democratic support to prevail. When
a similar proposal came up in 1995, it
passed with 300 votes —including 72
Democrats.

TUITION: Students unite to protest 9 tuition increase
CONTINUED from page 1
Beach and ReFund California.
Several tried to force their way back
in and, baton-wielding police used pepper spray. Cal State officials later said
that police responded after protesters first used pepper spray. The clash
shattered a glass door and the demonstrators retreated as Long Beach riot
officers arrived. Four students were
arrested, and three university officers
suffered minor injuries, officials said.
Damage was estimated at $30,000.
Trustees reopened the session in an
adjacent room, which officials said is
authorized by state law when order is
disrupted. However, several members
of the public and media said they were

forbidden access by security. Lt. Gov.
Gavin Newsom, a trustee because of
his state office, urged the board to put
the tuition hike back on the agenda at
a special meeting scheduled for Dec. 5.
“At that time, the full Board can hold
an open debate, with full public comment and members of the media present, so that the people of California can
be confident that these decisions are
being made in the open and decisionmakers myself included are being held
to account,” Newsom said in a statement.
After the meeting, Chancellor
Charles B. Reed decried the disruptions.
“It is distressing that the influence
of external groups contributed to this

level of destruction and disruption,”
he said in a statement. “This is the first
time in the 13 years that I have been
Chancellor that this has happened, and

port. Cal State and UC each lost $650
million in state funding this year, and
the Legislative Analyst’s Office issued
a grim economic forecast Wednesday

“I

t’s getting harder and harder, and I’m only in my second year.
The trustees need to stop making the institution a business
and start focusing more on students’ needs.”
— Christopher Carmen,
San Diego State University student
I regret that the outside groups have
behaved in this manner.”
California State Student Association
President Gregory Washington said
the disruptions reflected widespread
anger among students who are unable
to keep up with rising education costs.
“It’s an embodiment of a lot of frustration building up in students for
awhile,” said Washington, 21, a Cal
State Fullerton student. Christopher
Carman was among a group of about
50 students from San Diego State
University who came to protest the
fee hike. He said he works at a bar
and relies on veterans’ benefits to pay
tuition.
“It’s getting harder and harder,
and I’m only in my second year,” said
Carman, 32, a sociology major. “The
trustees need to stop making the institution a business and start focusing
more on students’ needs.”
His thoughts were echoed by several trustees who argued that raising tuition absolves the governor and
Legislature of responsibility for sufficiently funding higher education.
Newsom noted that UC re gents
chose not to ask for a tuition increase
to make a stronger case for state sup-

suggesting that lower-than-anticipated revenue could trigger $100 million more in cuts for each system this
school year.
“We should send a strong message and reject this,” Newsom said.
“That will get a strong reaction in
Sacramento.”
Trustee Roberta Achtenberg, however, noted that rejecting the tuition hike
would mean less access for students.
“We have an obligation to make this
institution run properly,” she said.
In other action, the board approved a
2012-13 budget that seeks an additional
$333 million in state support, $155 million of which would be used to enroll
20,000 new students. Reed told trustees that rejecting the tuition increase
might result in enrollment caps.
In recent weeks, students, faculty
and labor groups have intensified
pressure on UC and Cal State leaders
to oppose further fee hikes and education cuts. Protests on Cal State’s 23
campuses were scheduled throughout
the week, and faculty staged a one-day
strike Thursday at the East Bay and
Dominguez Hills campuses to protest a
salary dispute.

INTERN SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM
Interested in interning for a U.S. Senator, Member of Congress,
State Senator, or Assembly Member?
●

Build your resume. Get professional experience.
●

Qualify for a scholarship of $1,000 to $6,000
Applications are available online.
For more information, visit www.maddyinstitute.org.

Application Deadline: November 18, 2011
Thomas Administration Building, Room 126
(559) 278-1133 ● Fax: (559) 278-1167
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Are blood diamonds a thing of the past?
By Erica Hernandez
The Collegian
Christmas is right around
the cor ner and it’s time to
start thinking about buying
gifts for loved ones. A popular
gift is jewelry, preferably diamonds. The thought of buying, or receiving one, from a
loved one may momentarily
excite you, but considering the
incidents those diamonds may
have encountered on their way
into your hands might make
you think twice.
The movie “Blood
Diamond,” released in 2006,
brought attention to the stories about the conflicts taking
place in the diamond trade.
However, it may have raised
eyebrows a little too late.
The conflict diamond (blood
diamond), is an uncut diamond that has been mined
in a war zone surrounded by
torture and injustice. The diamonds are known for being
used to fund wars and other
rebel activities.
Along with funding wars
it is also said that those who
actually mine the diamonds
work under extremely unsafe
working environments that
are often referred to as slave
labor. Conflict diamonds were
brought to the attention of the
world in the 1990s.
Though some say it had been
going on for years before, it
was the uproar in the ‘90s
that prompted a solution, the
Kimberley Process.
T he Kimberley Process,
developed in the year 2000, is
the process in which mined
diamonds are shipped through
i n t e r n at i o n a l b o rd e r s i n
tamper-proof containers. A
unique serial number, on a
forgery-resistant certificate,
follows each diamond shipment. This certificate documents the trip of the inventory to ensure that no conflict

diamonds have been added
into the shipment while it
traveled between borders.
Not all countries have to
participate in the process, but
those that do are required to
agree to meet the standards
and guidelines enforced. To
ensure that these standards
are held the countries that are
involved in the process only
import and export diamonds
among each other.
Though the process has efficient guidelines the system is
often doubted.
Because there is no specific
“chaperone” to follow each
step of the diamonds, the
integrity of the shipment is

“I

t's a little more scientific than when it
first came out, but again
there's really no way to
actually enforce it.”
— Michelle Calvarese,
Associate Professor of
Geography

at risk in each hand it moves
through.
“It’s a little more specific
since it first came out, but
again there’s really no way
to actually enforce it,” said
associate professor of geography Michelle Calvarese.
“It is checked, supposedly
checked, as it leaves the country at numerous points as it
goes into another country, but
you’re dealing with countries
that are known for corruption
in many cases, so there’s all
types of loopholes.”
When one tries to figure out
how to end the corruption that

Dalton Runberg / The Collegian

Jewelry is a popular gift around the holidays. "Blood Diamonds" are a big source of controversey in the world of
jewelry where many stores like DeVon's work to meet the Kimberly Process to ensure the consumers they are not
purchasing these "conflict diamonds."

haunts the diamond trade the
knee-jerk reaction might be
to just stop buying diamonds.
However, the solution is much
more complex. The halt in the
consumption of diamonds can
cause an even bigger problem
than the initial. For example,
it could cause a domino-effect
of poverty throughout countries that depend on the industry for income, not to mention
the many diamond stores in
the United States that provide income for millions of
Americans as well.
“It’s not the diamond per se,
it’s the value that is attached
to it … if everyone just stopped
buying diamonds, that won’t
necessarily stop the problem,
because it would just switch to
a different resource … it would
just switch to something else
that’s extremely valuable,’’
Calvarese said.

In the end, the underlying
problem would still remain.
Even though there are questions about the ef ficiency
of the Kimberley Process. A
change has been seen throughout the jewelry business.
“It’s made it harder for
those diamonds to be bought
in an open market, and I’m
pretty sure that most all major
chains, and legitimate jewelry stores, are not going to be
getting involved with a conflict diamond,” said Michael
Mazman, assistant manager
for DeVon's Jewelers.
Diamond stores are now
taking much more precaution
in avoiding conflict diamonds
for their own good and are
educating staff on the procedure, prompting the effect of
spreading the information to
those that are still unaware.
Having been trained on the

Kimberley Process, Nalley
P u e n t e s, s a l e s a s s o c i a t e
for Prestigio Jewelers, said
“Nobody’s ever asked me
about it, if anything sometimes I’ll start talking about it
just to educate them.”
DeVon’s Jewelers has a guarantee in writing from their
diamond vendor to ensure that
customers are getting conflict
free diamonds, and has also
gone as far as introducing the
Forevermark diamond which
is specifically sourced from
mines that are committed
to meeting the standards of
Kimberly Process and benefiting the people who mine it.
Because of the effort to promote conflict free diamonds
the presence of blood diamonds in the open market has
been cut drastically.

'Immortals' proves to be nothing but a slow
plot and corny dialogue, making it average

At the movies with
Dylan Patton

There has always been a
coolness factor with Greek
mythology. People, myself
included, have always been
fascinated with hearing the
tales of the Greek gods. Many
films have tried to cash in on
this world of fantasy and violence. "Immortals" is the latest
film to cash in on this type of
mythology.
According to legend, there
is a weapon, the Epirius Bow,
that holds great power. So, of

course, a vicious warlord King
Hyperion (Mickey Rourke)
wants this weapon so he can
rule the world. He wants this
weapon to release "the Titans."
Years ago, the gods fought
each other, finally realizing
they can in fact kill each other.
The winners became gods
that ruled from the heavens. The losers, the Titans,
became imprisoned inside
Mt. Tartarus. With the Titans
freed, Hyperion will rule the
world.
Enter the hero T heseus
(Henry Cavill). Theseus is
seen as nothing more than a
"peasant."
He does possess some
impressive combat skills, but
since his mother is labeled
undesireable, so is Theseus.
Theseus is befriended and
advised by a kind old man
(John Hurt).
Theseus' world is shattered
after Hyperion and his forces
attack his hometown. He is
then forced to become a prisoner of Hyperion's army. A
psychic, refer red to as an
"Oracle," Phaedra (Frieda
P i n t o ) h a s a v i s i o n t h at
Hyperion will find the bow

and that Theseus will join
Hyperion.
To prevent this from becoming true, they must espcape.
Theseus and Phaedra manages to escape along with
two other prisoners Stavros
(Stephen Dorff) and Dareios
(Alan Van Sprang)
Theseus must find a way to
defeat Hyperion before all is
lost. Although he is watched
carefully by the gods, Zeus

“I

mmortals does have
some impressive
aspects. There are some
elaborate battle scenes.
The backgrounds and
costumes are well done.
However, the plot moves
too slow”

(Luke Evans), Poseidon
(Kellan Lutz), Athena (Isabel
Lucas), Apollo (Corey Sevier),
and Heracles (Steve Byers)
f ro m M t . O ly m p u s. Z e u s
instructs them that they must

not interfere unless the Titans
are released.
"Immortals" does have some
impressive aspects. There are
some elaborate battle scenes.
The backgrounds and the costumes are well done. However,
the plot moves too slowly.
For every battle scene, there
is about twenty minutes of
dialogue. We the audience
don't want to have to wait for
the next action scene. We want
constant action.
Mickey Rourke is one hell
of an actor. His talents seem
wasted in this picture. He
does the usual acts of villany,
including killing Theseus's
mother in front of him.
He spends most of the film
s na rlin g o ne lin ers such
as "Die with your gods!" I
would've liked his character
to do more than plot and snarl.
Michey Rourke deserved better.
One actor that stood out
was Luke Evans. He actually
brought an interesting character to the film. As Zeus, he
was able to convey someone
who wanted to help mankind,
but at the same time wanted
to have faith that we can fight

our own battles. During the
fight scenes, he showed us why
Zeus is one of the gods that
people feared the most.
This was one of those movies I really wanted to see. It
had its moments, but had dis-

“T

his was one of
those movies I really wanted to see. It had
its moments, but had
disappointments such as
lagging scenes, and corny
dialogue, which caused
the film to suffer.”

appointments such as lagging
scenes, and corny dialogue,
which caused the film to suffer. It did not cause it to suffer
enough to be seen as a 'bomb,'
but still suffered. Go see it, but
don't get your hopes up.
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OP-ED

‘J. Edgar’ doesn’t live up to hype
The movie wastes the talents of a few
critical actors
By Irene Velez

J

. Edgar Hoover’s latest public appearance comes through
the directorial efforts of Clint
Eastwood and the dramatic talents of
Leonardo Dicaprio, Armie Hammer
and Naomi Watts. Award-winning
“Milk” scribe Dustin Lance Black tells

“H

oover is remembered for
many things throughout
history; he was an all-American
bulldog.”

Hoover’s story non-linearly. The biopic addresses the changes throughout
the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and the heavily speculated private
life of Mr. Hoover. There was talk that
Hoover’s deputy, Clyde Tolson, may
have been his lover, which the story-

line addresses extensively.
Hoover is remembered for many
things throughout history; he was an
all-American bulldog. It would have
been nice to see some of that man on
screen. Though Dicaprio doesn’t do
a bad job in his portrayal of the F.B.I.
director, he is not the man in the textbooks. He is a well-spoken and poised
man on screen, though he is altogether
too heroic to be entirely believable. The
makeup must be commented on in this
piece. Despite Dicaprio’s being quite
good, he is difficult to believe at the
end, however. Dicaprio’s natural boyishness may be the culprit.
Naomi Watts does not have a fulfilling part. She plays his lifetime secretary, Helen Gandy. She at first rejects
his advances, claiming that she if
completely focused on her work. For a
woman in that time period that is utterly unbelievable, it would have been customary for a woman to want financial
comfort. Alas, her talents are wasted
behind her desk, playing a part that
could have been any other actress.
See EDGAR, Page 6

McClatchy-Tribune

‘Woody Allen: A
Documentary,’ premiering
Sunday and Monday on PBS
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By Andy Edelstein
McClatchy-Tribune
LOS ANGELES — Six years ago,
when Woody Allen’s “Match Point”
debuted at the Cannes Film Festival,
the news conference that followed the
media screening was, to put it mildly,
a zoo. After a string of box office and
even critical failures, Allen seemed to
have lost his way; “Match Point” was
his renaissance.
So reporters from all around the
world (including, at the time, me) were
happy to stuff themselves into a small
room if it meant a chance to sit before
the phoenix risen and ask him questions about life, death, love and art.
Allen, though gracious and amusing in
his replies, refused to be courted as a
sage, answering instead as filmmaker.
He spoke of budgets, tax incentives,
weather, accents and the nuts and bolts
of storytelling, a master craftsman
addressing an audience that appeared
to be seeking something closer to the
Messiah.
Allen waxes a bit more philosophical in Robert Weide’s “Woody Allen:
A Documentary,” which premieres
its first of two installments Sunday
on PBS’ “American Masters,” but not
much. Broader, certainly — Weide, an
Oscar-nominated documentarian and
Emmy-winning director and executive producer on HBO’s “Curb Your
Enthusiasm,” spent a year and a half
interviewing Allen, taking him from
his earliest memories through the latest hit, “Midnight in Paris.”
The result is more omnibus than revelation, but then it is difficult to imag-

ine a true revelation from or about
Allen at this point. Although much is
made of his shyness — he famously
skipped the Oscars until the broadcast
that ran just after the attacks of 9/11
— he has become something of a cinematic essayist, offering the world his
thoughts and opinions on an annual
basis through film.
From the time he began submitting
jokes to newspaper columnists in the
1950s, Allen’s work has been if not perpetually autobiographical then certainly consistently personal. As fine a work
as “Woody Allen: A Documentary” is,
it does raise the question of why the
public always seems to need more than
the work of its artists, even those who
so transparently offer their essential
selves through that work.
Though silver-haired and perhaps
a trifle jowly at 75, Allen is as he ever
was — wry, self-deprecating and given
much more easily to questions than
answers. “Midnight in Paris” may be
steeped in nostalgia and sentiment, but
the man who made it is not.
Allen is still very much a filmmaker
and discusses his work, past, present
and future, in tactile realities — here is
the drawer filled with legal pad pages
on which ideas have been scrawled;
here is the typewriter he still employs
(when he says cut and paste, he means
it literally); here he is, still in his sweaters, baggy chinos and hat, giving his
famously bare-bones direction to an
endless assortment of stars. Much of
which, many of his stars agree, boils
down to “pick up the pace,” because,
See WOODY, Page 6
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The daily crossword
Across
1 Revolution for Caesar?
6 Run together
10 Midnight snack
14 “The Family Man”
actress
15 Mystical letter
16 Home furnishings
acronym
17 Success symbol
18 Alarm clock toggle
19 Shout to a line
20 Movie about a wacky
submarine crew?
23 Give out in portions
24 Set-to
25 Quarterdeck?
28 Set the stage for
32 Carpooler’s __ lane
33 Feeling when surrounded by taxis?
36 Largest of a septet
38 Tote
39 Certain surgeon’s
concern
40 Prince’s request to the
Pauper?
45 In addition
46 Level of importance
47 Harper Lee recluse
Boo __
49 Chicago city council
mem.
50 Prepare eggs, in a way
52 Random criticisms
from the Musketeers?
57 Thick-bodied fish
58 Stir up
59 Birthstones for some
Scorpios

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
Los Angeles Times

Puzzle by Mike Peluso
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61 Farm housing
62 Letters from Hera
63 Cap
64 Like the ocean around
SEALAB
65 Run like a rabbit
66 Green Goblin, to
Spider-Man
Down
1 In the vein of
2 Pond denizen

3 Role in the musical
“Two By Two”
4 Like fliers on the windshield, usually
5 Place to start for a
young music student
6 “Well played!”
7 “12 Angry Men” director
8 Offensive to some,
briefly
9 “Why’d I do that?” feel-

EDGAR: Some onscreen moments
unnecessary
CONTINUED from page 5
Ar mie Hammer portrays
Clyde Tolson. He is handsome and well spoken, like
only a man of good breeding
is. He respectfully remains at
Hoover’s side despite times
where Hoover is less than reasonable. His casting was well
chosen.
Dame Judi Dench is Hoover’s
overbearing mother, and her
influence shaped much of
Hoover’s later and earlier life.
Dench is lovely in everything.
The woman is always a joy to
watch.

that it’s anything that would
come out of J. Edgar Hoover’s
mouth.
D e s p i t e wh at E a s t wo o d
has said in interviews, the
story spends much of its time
developing the relationship
between Tolson and Hoover.
They share several on-screen
moments, never missing a
lunch or dinner together and
a hand caressing one another.
All culminates in an angry
kiss that eludes so much
to Ang Lee’s “Brokeback
Mountain,” it entirely ruined
the moment.
This film is two hours and

“H

e is a well-spoken and poised man on screen,
though he is altogether too heroic to be entirely
believable. ”

Mr. Black chose to pen this
story in a non-linear fashion, which instead of making
the story more interesting
and enveloping, just eaves
the audience with loose ends
and several questions. At one
point, Hoover is having dinner with a niece, who has no
dialogue and is never seen
again. Black’s dialogue is flowery and comes off like prose.
It is beautiful to listen to, but
doesn’t lead me to believe

17 minutes long, and it feels
that way. So much about the
movie is entirely unfulfilling,
despite going into it with an
open mind. The actors never
get their comeuppance, and I
never really believed much of
the movie. If you’re a fan of
any of the actors or director,
it may be worth it. With that
said, I checked the time more
than once.
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ing
10 Trendy retailer named
for its original 57th
Street address
11 Gave the nod
12 Tantalizing, in a way
13 Magician’s prop
21 Iconic Ingrid role
22 Mineralogist with a
scale
25 Fiona of “Harry
Potter” films et al.
26 Put forth
27 Walled Spanish city
28 Desire
29 Bumpkin
30 Goddess of peace
31 Down-and-out
34 Down
35 Pint seller
37 Bible bearer, often
41 Winter season
42 Put in place
43 Pictures taken in a
hosp.
44 Football helmet feature
48 Unexpected visitor ...
and a hint to 20-, 33-, 40and 52-Across
50 Like some panels
51 Earthshaking ‘50s
event
52 Slender
53 Clumsy ship
54 Edible pocket
55 Get under control
56 Unlikely
57 TV drama set in Vegas
60 Wilbur’s whereabouts,
in “Charlotte’s Web”

C

Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SOLUTION: http://collegian.csufresno.edu

Word of the Day

stealth abs
When your ripped six pack is covered by a thick
layer of fat.

Source: UrbanDictionary.com

WOODY: Documentary raises questions
CONTINUED from page 5
he says, “I’d rather be home
watching the game.”
Ever since the agents he
sought to represent his writing persuaded him to begin
perfor ming as well, Allen
has wobbled, Chaplin-like,
along the narrow but comedically fertile border between
self-obsession and self-loathing, thereby creating the
20th century’s most famous
Everyman. A very specific
version of the archetype —
New York, Jewish, neurotic
as can be — but one grounded
nonetheless in three of the
most American of values: a
devotion to romance, a love of
sports and a solid work ethic.
In his 60-year career, Allen
has made more than 40 films,
which is simply too big an
output for the conventional
definition of artiste. Which
he never claimed to be. An
auteur, yes. An artiste, no.
And that is the creature that
Weide manages to capture.
Given context by film critics
and academics, fleshed out by
a host of Allen stars, (including muses Diane Keaton and
former wife Louise Lasser)
and arrayed in anecdote by
intimates (including manager
Jack Rollins, cinematographer
Gordon Willis, and co-writers
Mickey Rose and Marshall
Brickman), Allen emerges as a
man who defied every expectation save his own. Allen makes
movies to please himself, moving from screwball comedies
such as “Bananas” to the character-driven pathos of “Annie
Hall” to the darker tones of
“Interiors” and “Crimes and
Misdemeanors.”
Not all of his movies have

McClatchy-Tribune

been great, or even good, but
as Mariel Hemingway says,
when you make as many movies as Allen does, there are
going to be a few clunkers.
There are those who have

“F

rom the time he
began submitting jokes to newspaper
columnists in the 1950s,
Allen’s work has been if
not perpetually autobiographical then certainly
consistently personal.”

suggested that if Allen took
more time with each film,
there would be fewer clunkers. But watching Allen speak
of his work, it becomes clear
that he is not the type of filmmaker to care about anything
except telling the story that is
currently buzzing the loudest
in his head.
In fact, he isn’t really any
type of filmmaker at all, he
simply is a filmmaker _ one
of the few true purists, the
auteur of his own life, take it
or leave it. And that may be his
most remarkable legacy of all.
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Recent break gives Fresno State
time to improve
By Angel Moreno
The Collegian
For the Fresno State equestrian coaches Stephanie
Reeves and Julia Scrivani,
the break between the fall and
spring seasons isn’t one for
relaxing, but getting out of the
team’s comfort zone.
Reeves and Scrivani want
their riders to associate themselves with a variety of different horses during the offseason in hopes of creating a wellrounded roster in time for the
spring season, which starts on
Jan. 28 with a team scrimmage
at the Student Horse Center.
Fresno State wrapped up its
fall season on Oct. 28 with a 9-4
home win against Stanford.
Scrivani, who specializes in
Western style, would like her

Classifieds
Are you waiting for each print
edition to read the newest
classifieds? Check them out
24/7 online at:
http://collegian.csufresno.edu
Click on classifieds.
The Collegian is not responsible for nor
does it assume any liability for its advertisers. We caution our readers to check
out the legitimacy of all advertisers
before doing business with any of them.

HELP WANTED
STUDENTPAYOUTS.com
Paid survey takers needed in Fresno.
100% free to join! Click on surveys.

riders to improve over the
break between the two seasons.
“We want our athletes to
ride whatever is out of their
comfort zone,” Scrivani said.
“Whatever is the most difficult is what they need to spend
the most time on.”
Scrivani wants her athletes
to ride different types of horses so it will be easier to adapt
to the horses when competing away at other universities where both teams use the
home team’s horses.
By riding different horses,
Reeves and Scrivani are hoping that both the English and

“W

e want our
athletes to ride
whatever is out of their
comfort zone.”

— Julia Scrivani,
co-head coach

Western riders will increase
their chemistry with a variety
of horses, essentially improving their performance in the
arena. Because the horses
the equestrian team works
with do not travel, they must
become accustomed to connecting with horses in a short
time.
In competition, riders are
only allowed four minutes of
practice with the horse they
are competing on, and because
both riders and horses are

Photo Courtesy of Keith Kountz of Fresno State Athletics

Fresno State finished its fall season in October and now is preparing for the upcoming spring season in January.

competing, the chemistry
between the two is crucial in
the arena.
Reeves and Scrivani want to
improve the riders’ chemistry
in those four minutes, and will
practice that for the spring
using structured practices
and timed drills. Scrivani gave
some thoughts on how the riders can make changes to their
mounting.
“The timeline of when they
sit on that horse and the four
minutes we get to warm up,
they need to be faster about

making changes then,”
Scrivani said.
And Scrivani knows the best
way to make changes before
an event are to just make them
and be done with it.
“Commit in your mind,”
Scrivani said. “And then be
done with. Think about it. Do
it and get it done.”
The short, but concise game
plan will be in full effect for
the Bulldog equestrian team
as it looks to break back
into the top 10 of the Varsity
Equestrian Coaches Poll, after

slipping out of the rankings
recently.
Scrivani and Reeves should
have little trouble with their
riders and their re gimen
as senior captains Shawna
McClurg and Sammie Jo Stone
help with the riders’ responsibilities.
“This team is very disciplined,” Scrivani said. “I know
that when we encourage them
to do something, they are
going to take that to heart and
really try hard to get it done.”

PRIZE: Cowboys have to win out
to make the national title game.
CONTINUED from page 8
opportunity to play Dec. 3 for
a berth in the BCS National
Championship Game by
knocking off the Cyclones. But
Iowa State, which had a bye
last week, averages 183 rushing yards per game and leans
on the contributions of a dualthreat quarterback tandem to
make it happen.
The Cyclones’ offense is comparable to the one run by No.
13 Kansas State, which rushed
for 276 yards and controlled
the ball for almost 41 minutes
in a 52-45 loss to the Cowboys
on Nov. 5 in Stillwater, Okla.
Neither of the Cyclones’
quarterbacks, Jared Barnett

or Steele Jantz, can match the
size or productivity of K-State
c ounter par t Col l in Kl e in
(1,009 rushing yards, 24 touchdowns).
But the Iowa State duo has
combined to rush for 484 yards
and Cyclones’ tailback James
White (618 yards, 7 TDs) ranks
among the league’s top 10
rushers.
The Cowboys ranks 88th
nationally in rushing defense
(186.1 yards per game), which
looms as a concern if Iowa
State can control the ball in
a manner similar to Kansas
State.
“That’s an easy stone to
throw at us,” defensive end
Cooper Bassett said. “All I can

Tri-tip
Pulled Pork
Baby Back Ribs

“The Best Tri Tip Sandwich in Town”

E. Herndon
N. Cedar

6642 N. Cedar
Fresno, CA 93710
(559) 299-3177

E Palo Alto Ave

say is that we, as a defense,
know that whenever we need
to step up, we can. We’re going
to come out with the same
intensity, trying to stop the
run and pass. Hopefully, we
can prove that.”
For a defense used to facing
a pass-happy spread offense
in its daily practices, making
the adjustment to containing
a running quarterback can be
a challenge, Oklahoma State
defensive coordinator Bill
Young said.
Yo u n g , a f o r m e r I o w a
State assistant, acknowl edged concerns about playing a November night game
in Ames with a roster that
includes 70 Texans, including
30 on Oklahoma State’s depth
chart. The forecast calls for
temperatures in the low 40s at
kickoff.
Young’s unit ranks 101st
nationally in total defense
(442.2 yards per game) but first
in turnovers gained (34).
“Sometimes, we give them
way too much yardage,” he
said. “But our defensive players have a lot of fight.”

The

Collegian

SPORTS

OVER THE WEEKEND...

Women’s basketball will travels to Malibu, Calif.
to play another nonconference game on Friday.
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WEEK 11 PREVIEW

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, AT 8 PM, ALOHA STADIUM

Bulldog Game Day

FRESNO STATE BULLDOGS

HAWAII WARRIORS

2011 OVERALL RECORD

2011 OVERALL RECORD

3-7

5-5

VS.

CONFERENCE RECORD

CONFERENCE RECORD

2-3

3-3
Analysis by Jerry Huerta

TELEVISION: WAC SPORTS NETWORK
RADIO: KMJ-AM 580 AND KGST-AM 1600 (ESPN DEPORTES)

Keys to Victory
1. Contain Air Assault
Fresno State will face the top passing offense in the Western Athletic
Conference this weekend. Starting
quarterback Bryant Moniz injured
his ankle against Nevada last week,
but regardless of who starts at
quarterback the ‘Dogs will need to
make stops.
2. Limit the ‘Big Play’
Limiting the big play goes a long
way with slowing down the air
assault. Fresno State has been
rotaiting safties all season, and
have put former wide receiver J.J.
Stallworth at the position to make
up for depth issues.
3. Continue making plays
In the recent loss against New
Mexico State, the Fresno State
offense wasn’t the problem as it
put up almost 500 yards of total
offense up. The ‘Dogs will need
to challenge Hawaii’s defense all
game long.

Position matchups

Player to watch:
J.J. Stallworth, safety
Dalton Runberg /The Collegian

Fresno State’s defense slowed down Louisiana Tech’s rushing attack on this play and will need to duplicate that on the Island against Hawaii on Saturday.

Breakdown: Bulldogs
Fresno State was mathamatically eliminated from
receiving a bowl bid last
week when it lost to New
Mexico State. The loss was
the first against the Aggies
in 18 meetings. Now that
the ‘Dogs are not participating in the postseason, they
will need to prepare for next
season with a lot of players
returning for next year. The
preparation starts this weekend against Hawaii.Trips to
the Island have always been
tough for Fresno State during the history of Bulldog
football. During the last trip
to Hawaii, Fresno State came
out fast and won the game,
42-17. The ‘Dogs will have to

duplicate that this weekend.
It will all start with starting quarterback Derek Carr,
who established the passing
game against New Mexico
State. Carr passed for 391
yards and three touchdowns.
Carr will have running back
Robbie Rouse at his disposal
as he has been consistent all
season long.
The main area to watch
will be the defense that gave
up 500 total yards of offense
to the Aggies. Defensive
coordinator Randy Stewart
s t e p p e d d ow n a n d n ow
interim defensive coordinator Tim Skipper will need to
adjust fast as the ‘Dogs face a
passing squad in Hawaii.

Breakdown: Warriors
The series between Fresno
State and Hawaii has dated
back to early stages of the
Western Athletic Conference.
The current series is even at
21-21-1 and the last two meetings have ended in blowouts
with Fresno State winning
42-17 in 2009 and Hawaii winning 49-27 last season. Hawaii
will be without star ting
quarterback Bryant Moniz ,
who broke his ankle against
Nevada last weekend. Moniz
torched Fresno State for 376
yards last season.
When Moniz went down,
senior Shane Austin stepped
in at quarterback and passed
for 232 yards and a touchdown. With an extra week

to prepare, Austin could be
ready for Fresno State, especially with the War riors
being able to replace passers
and be successful.
Losing Moniz will also hurt
in the running game as he is
one of the top rushers on the
team. Without much of a running back situation, Moniz
was a threat not only through
the air but on the ground.
On defense, Hawaii has the
third-ranked rush defense
and the fourth-ranked pass
defense in the WAC. The
Warriors have the secondranked defense in the WAC
and will challenge Fresno
State all night.

Wary Oklahoma State too close now to take eyes
off the prize
By Jimmy Burch
The McClathy Newspapers

The finish line is in sight
and No. 2 Oklahoma State has
no intention of squandering
its BCS national title hopes in
Friday night’s final road game

of the regular season.
“We’ve played so well to this
point, there’s no reason to take
someone for granted,” said
quarterback Brandon Weeden,
who has emerged as a leading
Heisman Trophy candidate
heading into Friday night’s

contest between the Cowboys
(10-0, 7-0 in Big 12) and Iowa
State (5-4, 2-4) in Ames, Iowa.
“We respect Iowa State. In college football today, if you overlook an opponent, bad things
happen . . . and all the goals
we’ve set for ourselves are no

longer attainable.”
O k l a h o m a S t at e, wh i ch
secured the first 10-0 football record in school history
with last week’s 66-6 rout of
Texas Tech, can clinch an
See PRIZE, Page 7

When Fresno State runs:
Advantage - Fresno State
The Fresno State running game has
been a team strength all season
long, especially with Robbie Rouse
behind starting quarterback Derek
Carr.
When Hawaii runs:
Advantage - Fresno State
Fresno State’s run defense hasn’t
been able to stop the top rushing
attacks in the WAC, but will face
the worst rushing team in the conference Saturday.
When Fresno State passes:
Advantage - Fresno State
Last Saturday, Fresno State
unleashed quarterback Derek Carr
and let him utilize his arm by hitting all of his weapons. The ‘Dogs
severely need his contributions.
When Hawaii passes:
Advantage - Hawaii
Fresno State has to try and stop
the Hawaii’s offense, which is like
a machine as new quarterbacks
just step up and throw touchdown
passes.
Special teams:
Advantage - Even
Senior Kevin Goessling has given
Fresno State a consistent scoring
option in the kicking game, making
eight of 12 field goals so far this
season.

